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.TO   THE 


MAIDS    OF   HONOUR. 


LADIES, 

Thb  wwtcr  of  the  following  trifle  re- 
qucfts  the  honour  of  prcfcnting  to  you 
the  Hiftory  of  a  Lady  who  formerly 
held  the  fame  exalted  fituation  that  you 
hold  now*  Permit  Ifabella  Markham 
to  folicit  your  patronage  for  the  Au« 
thoT,  who  has  the  honour  of  being» 

With  great  rcfpcft, 

Tour  obedient  humble  Servant, 


The  old  WOMAN. 

May  I,  I799« 


PREFACE. 

Pray,  Sir,  in  all  the  reading  which 
you  have  ever  read,  did  you  ever  read 
fuch  a  book,  as  Locke's  EJfay  upon  the 
Human  Underjianding? — Don't  anfwer 
me  raflily  j  bccaufe  many,  I  know,  quote 
the  book  who  have  not  read  it  j  and  many 
have  read  it  who  underftand  it  not. 
If  cither  of  thefe  be  your  cafe,  as  I  write 
to  inftrufl,  I  will  tell  you  in  three  words 
what  the  book  is :  it  is  a  Hiftory. — "  A 
"  Hiftory  !  of  who  ?  what  ?  where  ? 
'*  when?" — Don't  hurry  yourfelf  j  it  i« 
a  hiftory  book.  Sir,  (which  may  pof. 
fibly  recommend  it  to  the  world,)  of 
what  paflcs  in  a  man's  own  mind ;  and 
if  you  willfay  fo  much  of  the  book,  and 
no  more,  believe  me,  you  will  cut  no 
contemptible  figure  in  a  mctaphyfical 
circle.— But  this  Jby  the  way. 

Now 


via  PREFACB. 

Now  if  you  will  venture  to  go  along 
"With  me,  and  look  down  into  the  bottom 
of  this  matter,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
caufe  of  obfcurity  and  confiifion  in  the 
mind  of  man  is  threefold. 

Dull  organs.  Dear  Sir,  inthefirft  place: 
fecondly,  flight  and  tranfient  impref- 
fions,  made  by  the  objcfts  when  the 
faid  organs  are  not  dull ;  and,  thirdly, 
a  memory  like  unto  a  fieve,  not  able  to 
retain  what  it  has  received* 

Stolen. 
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AND 

THE  MAID  OF  HONOUR. 


Lord  Harrington^  of  Exton^  a  remark* 
ably  handfomc  man,  with  good  fenfe 
and  found  morals,  poflcffed  all  the 
accomplifliments  of  a  gentleman  j  he 
had  ready  wit,  and  was  one  of  the 
brighteft  ornaments  of  the  court  of 
Elizabeth* 

This  nobleman  was  defperately  in 
love  with  Ifabella  Markham,  one  of  her 
majcfty's  maids  of  honour.  My  lord 
fighed  and  made  verfesj  the  lady  was 
very  referved ;  and  the  queen  kept  a 
ftri6t  eye  updn  them  j  for,  as  fhc  preferred 
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a  life  of  celibacy  hcrfcif,  flic  was  not 
plcafcd  when  thofc  about  her  entered  the 
marriage  (late.  This  affair  was  there?* 
fore  carried  on  flowly^  and  the  qUeen 
growing  old  and  daily  dccfiningi  her 
great  mind  and  good  difpofition  loft 
their  powers  :  the  firft  degenerated  into 
weaknefs,  and  the  latter  into  fretfulncfs  ; 
fo  much  fo  indeed,  that  thofe  of  her  at- 
tendants who  had  been  accuftomed  to 
her  former  ftate,  could  ill  bear  the 
change. 

Ifabella  Markham,  being  a  favourite, 
felt  thofe  efFefts  much  more  feverely 
than  the  other  ladies.  Some  have  faid, 
that  thefe  fine  feelings  proceeded  from 
feeing  her  royal  miftrefs  fo  loft  from 
what  (he  was  before;  others,  that  the 
queen's  leftures  always  turned  upon  the 
inconveniences,  the  troubles,  the  mife- 
ries  of  the  married  ftate,    frequently 

glancing 
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glancing  at  the  paflion  of  lord  Harriog^ 
ton  for  the  fair  maid  of  honour;  and 
after  thefe  converfatlons,  (he  thought 
the  queen  more  pettifh  than  ufual ;  or, 
as  others  will  have  it,  the  fair  lady  found 
her  royal  miftre&'s  remarks  more  dif- 
agreeable.  Whether  it  was  one,  the 
other»  or  both,  is  not  certains  but  cer- 
tain it  is»  that  the  queen  and  the  maid  of 
honour  were  not  fo  fond  of  each  other's 
fociety  as  formerly. 

Time  however,  which  accomplifhes 
a]l  things,  releafcd  this  great  queen  from 
the  troubles  of  this  tranfitory  life^  after 
a  long  and  glorious  reign  >  and  I  believe 
that  her  fubjeds  of  all  defcriptions  will 
ever  revere  her  memory,  and  acknow« 
ledge  that  (he  pofleifed  the  happy  art 
of  governing  with  dignity  to  herfelf  and 
happiaefs  to  them. 

i^  After 
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After  a  proper  time  had  elaplcd,  the 
happy  lord  Harrington  called  Ifabclla 
Markham  his  wife.  The  new  king  was 
gracious;  but  how  different  was  the 
court  of  James  from  that  of  Elizabeth  ! 
aU  elegance^  all  dignity,  was  flown  with 
the  miftrcfs  of  England,  The  king  was 
a  pedant,  fond  of  the  wrangling  of  the 
ichools,  extremely  fuperftitious  and  ill 
bred,  fpokc  the  Englifti  language  im- 
perfeAly,  and  was  the  oppofite  of 
Elizabeth  in  every  rcfpcft. 

Lady  Harrington  fighcd  at  the  change : 
kavk)gfor  forne  year^  been  accuftomed  to 
converfe  with  Leicefter,  the  Cecils,  Effcx, 
fir  Philip  Sidney,  fir  Fulke  Greville,  and 
other  ftars  which  Ihone  at  the  Englifh 
court,  (he  found  the  converfation  of  the 
prcfent  courtiers  extremely  grofs  and  of- 
fcnfivej  but  the  Harringtons*  fortunes  not 
being  large,  and  their  family  increafing, 

they 
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riiey  were  refolved  to  ftay  in  London,  if 
poffible,  -to  better  them.  The  king  ac- 
knowledged them  to  be  clever,  polite^ 
and  good  people  :  for  the  latter  he  liked 
them ;  but  as  for  the  former  qualities^ 
they  were  difregarded  i  in  (hbrt,  not 
having  any  thing  of  the  kind  himfelG' 
he  thought  thenv  ufelcfs  accomplilh- 
ments.   . 

After  a  marriage  of  fcvcn  years,  my 
k>rd  and  lady  found  themfclVcs  on^ 
company  for  each  other.  The  manners* 
of  the  court  were  entirely  changed  i  all 
that  gallantry  and  high  fpiric  which  fo 
eminently  diftinguilhed  the  reign  o£ 
Elizabeth  was  fled  i  all  the  courage  and. 
hcroifm  which  gave  grace  to  the  youtht 
of  her  time,  were  loft  in  the  fpirjtlefs 
James ;  not  a  ray  of  glory  ever  illuminat- 
ed  his  heart  $  his  head,  was  full  of 
polemical  fancies  -,  and  his  converfadpn 
B  J  abounded 
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abounded  with  indelicacies,  which  he 
uttered  as  well  as  he  could  to  the  laugh* 
ing  courtiers. 

Lady  Harrington  never  went  to  court  j 
It  was  no  place  for  women  ;  my  lord,  but 
feldom.  Time  pafled  on,  and  their  foUr 
children  grew  rapidly,  when  a  diftant 
relation  of  lady  Harrington's  died  and 
kft  her  a  thoufand  pounds.  Their 
lituation  was  an  uneafy  one  -,  they  there- 
fore rcfolved  to  leave  London,  and 
refide  at  Coombc  Abbey  near  Coventry, 
which  was  my  lord's  paternal  e(l:atc« 
The  abbey  was  in  good  rcpairi  and 
prudence  fuggefted,  that  five  hundred 
of  the  thoufand  would  render  it  com- 
fortable, and  they  might  refide  there 
with  much  lefs  expence  than  in  London, 
where  they  had  been  fo  much  neglefted. 
The  town  furniture  added  to  that  at  the 
abbey  would  render  it  well  furni(hed> 

at 
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at  lead  as  well  as  reafonablcj  prudent 
people  could  wi(h.  A  governor  was 
provided  from  Oxford  for  the  fons,  aiid 
wasoccafionally  toinftrudl  the  daughters* 

They  left  London  with  a  figh,  her 
ladylhip's  much  more  fmcere  than  my 
lord's^  as  the  metropolis  had  been  her 
reGdcnce  for  fomc  years;  a  great  part 
of  her  youth  was  paiTed  there ;  and  a 
retrofpcftion  of  our  juVcnSc  days  is 
ever  accompanied  with  a  melancholy 
pleafurc.  She  could  not  divcft  herfelf 
of  the  idea  o(  the  Qourt  of  Greehwicbs 
where  her  royal  miftrcfs  was  obrn;  nor 
could  Ihe  recoiled  Nonfuch  without 
regret.  Thofe  times,  would  (he  think, 
are  pall  by  as  a  fleeting  cloud,  never  to 
return.  Was  I  happy  when  they 
exifted?  No,  not  perfeftly  fo  j  but  my 
uncafinefs  proceeded  from  trifles  j  yet 
I  recoiled  that  thofe  trifles  were  ferious 
B4  things 
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things  ro  roc  then  j  and  perhaps  t^n  or  ^" 
fifteen  years  hence,  what  now  agitates  . 
my  mind  may  appear  quite  as  trifling  -, 
and  then  fifteen  years  farther,  in  aH 
probability,  if  it  be  poflible  for  frail 
TOorjcality  to  remember,  1  may  confider 
every  nation  beneath  the  moon  as  a 
hive  of  bees  or  a  colony  of  ants.  Bufy 
: world,  farewell,  farewell !  I  go^ot  fi-orti 
a  court  to  a  cloiftcr  j  but  from  a  great 
city* to  an  abbey;  to  retirement  in  the 
country,  where,  perhaps,  I  may  nort 
find  one  foul  congenial  with  my  own. 
Ungrateful  that  lamj  to  forget  the 
fource  whence  all  my  cares  and  plea- 
fures  proceed!  But  oh,  my  fnend  !  the 
friend  of  fliy  youth,  had  Ibutyou  to 
comforttme  in  my  retirement,  your 
good  fcnfe  and  eternal  cheerfulneft 
would  gild  the  walls  of  a  cottage.  But 
that-  is  impoflTible;  you  muft  be  flown 
to  a  happier  region,  or  your  friend 

Ifabella 
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Kabella^  would  not  fo  long  have  mourqed 
your  lofs.  Yet  let  me  imitate  yoor 
coadu£l  when  living  i  let  me^  while  I 
rccoUeft  your  virtuesj  endeavour  to 
emulate ;  them»  and  at  the  &me  time 
kcbU  the  natural  coungt  of  my  hettre 
and  the  fordtude  of  my  mind  to  bear 
wkh  pnAtnvf  and  refignatioft  tyftotft 
event  which  itiay  happen.. 

»» 

The  eldeft  fon  rode  up^  and  bbferfing: 
that  her  horfe  did  n<)t  travel,  with  his* 
ufual  fpiriity  inquired  if  bt  was-  well^ 
ftr  to:flflg  at  the  beginni^g^of  4  journeys 
Wis  «  very  bad  fymptom.    ^^Thefiiuftr  . 
«  is  in  myfelG  I  believe/'  fiud  hia  mo^  * 
tber.i  <^  for  I  was^a^tendrng  tO'the  fiAe<«^ 
"f  nc(s  of  the  weatherj  and  thfrefocc;  kP 
'^  the  animal  do  juft^a^  he  pteafed  i  but^ 
«f  1  caft    my  eyes   toward  you,,  andi 
<*  thought  ypu  Teemed  to  be  loftin  me^^ 
•«4iutioik*;'-- "  So  I  was,*'  he  replied  s; 
.    -.    :  •  B  5  *  **  and 
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^^  and  what  do  you  think  my  thoughts 
^  were'  employed  abdut^*'  —  "  Your 
*'  horfc,  probably,  or  the  hounds  wc 
**  arc  to  have  at  the  Abbey;  or  making 
'*1A  hew  fet  of  fi(hing  tackles  chough 
<'  I  fhould  be  much  more  gratified  if 
•«  your  ftudics  were  the  objedl:  of  your 
«  thoughts.'* —  "  None  of  thofe,  my 
*'dear  mother;  I  was  thinking  what 
**  prince  Henry  might  be  dcMog.  You 
*'  know  he  was  ever  gracious  to  me ; 
^'iny  father  thinks  proper  to  live  at 
<*  Coombe  Abbey;  I  dare  fay  he  is  right 
^  in  ib  doing  ^  but  I  extremely  regnet 
**  leaving  the  prince.  He  feems  {o 
^  brave,  and  fo  good,  that  I  could  lay 
"  cbwn  my  life  forliim ;  and  if  he  were 
^  king,  I  am  fure  it  would  be  better  for 
'*  England/'-***  How  fhould  you  know^ 
«  Robert,  what  is  bell  for  England  ? 
*'  The  king  is  a  man  of  peace,  and  a 
^  good  man;  and  your  darling  prince 

"Henry 
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^*  Henry  will,  I  hq)c,  be  king  m  time. 
'^Come,  fpur  your  horic,  and  let  us 
«« join  the  reft/* 

The  family  of  lord  Harrington  cook 
filled  of  four  children.  Robert,  the 
eldeft,  was  juO:  turned  of  fifteen ;  and 
hb  father,  as  all  fathers  are  apt  to  flatter 
thenfifelves,  thought  him  a  youth  of 
parts.  John  was  fourteen,  and  had  no 
chara6terxftics  but  fun  and  mifchief i 
Elizabeth  twelve^  and  Matilda  tern 
There  was  nothing  uncommon  in  thefe 
children;  they  were  well  fliaped  and 
healthy,  and,  as  far  as  could  be  judged, 
had  good  fenfe;  and  if  they  were  pro* 
perly  educated  were  likely  to  be  elegant 
ladies  and  gendemen,  and  uleful  mem« 
bcrs  of  fociecy; 

They  travelled- on  by  eafy  ftages  till 

the  turrets  of  Coombe  Abbey  appeared  in 

B  6  view» 
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▼WW.  ■  Lord  Harrifigtoij's  heart  ac- 
knowledged the  place  of  his  birth  with 
a  melancholy  pleafure.     Happy  hours. 
of  childhood^  he  thought,  how  ofc  have 
1  climbed  tod  loqked  out  of  that  turret 
window !  how  oft  Jiave  I  exercifed  my 
horfe  in  the  minage^  or  myfelf  at  ball 
in  the  park !  how  quick  I  ran  to  joia 
the  hawking  or  hunting  tiain,  and  how 
flowly  did  I  return  to  my  preceptor, 
and  my  ftudie^  !Tet  I  have  found  more 
refourcesin  the  latter  than  youth  would 
wafte  a  thought  upon  i  but  youth  muft 
be  reftrained  (looking  at  his  children)  \ 
yet  (hould  I  have  been  fo  ftrong  as  I  am,: 
if  I  had  wafted  tnope  time  overthe  mid* 
night  lamp  ?  No,  it  would  not  have  been 
poflible :  I  muft  therefore,  from  my  own 
feelings  and  experience, .  endeavour  at 
leaft  to  bring  up  my  fons  to  be  ufeful 
members  of  fociety  s  I  will  enure  their 
bodies  to  fatigue  by  excrcife>  and  :thcir 
12  minds 
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Ininds  by  dcgrcta  to  ftudy  s  I  will  regi>» 
late  my  own  time>  and  I  hope  to 
Succeed. 


t^ 


"  My  lord,"  faid  Elizabeth,  ^«  is  that 
^  our  houfe  ?  it  Teems  to  be  very  large. 
^  Yes,'*  he  replied,  "  that  is  the  abbey; 
^  the  place  where  I  was  born,  and  whem 
^  I  paflcd  fo  many  agreeable  days  in  my 
*'  youth.  But  my  father  could  not  gfvt 
**  me  a  large  fertune,  and  I  was  lenc  intd 
**  the  world  to  endeavour  to  make  one* 
^  This  houfe  was  my.  elder  brother's^ 
'<  who  lived  many  years  after  the  death  of 
••  my  father.  You  fay  it  looks  very 
<*  large,  and  it  is  fo  $  my  brother  lived 
«<  in  a  much  more  expenfive  ftyle  than 
<«  his  fortune  coukl  bear.v  and  died  mucb 
«'  in  debt.  As  ah  honeft  man  I  have 
<'  paid  thofe  debts^  and  hope  to  favc 
«  fortunes  for  you,  my  children,  bf 
•*  luring  prudently/*^ 


-p^     '  run  wrreHf  amd  thIt 

/fJC' looks  dreadfully  frowning  aid 
5'  glopmy/;  faid  Elizabeth.—"  It  is  the 
f<  charader  of  this  ftyle  of  architecture  i 
^*  it  would  not  appear  fo  magnificent, 
**  if  it  were  lighters  it  formerly  belonged 
"  to  a  fociety  of  nuns^  and^  if  I  miftake 
f<  not^  was  firft  endowed  by  a  Richard 
<<  de  Camville,  four  hundred  years  ago  i 
^  but  it  has  undergone  many  repairs  and 
f' alterations  fince  its  foundation,  and^ 
^<  gloomy  as  you  now  think  it,  hasjQ 
<c  all  probability  been  much  more  fo  ^ 
*'  four  hundred  years  raife  and  dellroy 
^^  innumerable  buildings." 

««  Pray,  my  lord^'^faid  lady  Harring- 
ton, **  how  came  it  into  your  femily  ?" 
*«  It  was  given, '*  replied  my  lord,  "  to 
^  an  anceftor  of  mine  by  Edward  the 
«  Fourth,  for  taking  Henry  the  Sixth 
"  prifonerj  and  Henry  the  Eighth  gave 
*^  the  Bath  eflate  I  now  pofTefS)  which 

<c  was 
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•^  was  chm^h  land»  to  my  graiid£lther 
*'  when  he  marri^  his  natural  diu^iter; 
■''and  your  late  royal  miftrei&wasmy 
'^  godmother/' 

They  were  now  very  near  the  Abbey  i 
the  hazy  twilight  (hadowed  every  ob* 
jtidt,  and  threw  falfe  lights  tipon  the 
beautiful  Gothic  architefture.  My 
lady  did  not  feem  in  fpirits^  probably 
fadgued  by  her  journey;  the  boys  were 
filent^  and  the  girls  feemed  fearful  of 
they  knew  not  what;  when  after  croffing 
two  courts^  a  large  haUj  and  a  long  kind 
of  ftone  gallery,  they  arrived  at  a  mag« 
nificent  room,  in  which  was  a  comfort^ 
able  fire. 

**  You  are  all  welcome  to  the  Abbey/* 
(aid  my  lord^  embracing  them ;  '^  and 
**I  hope  we  fliall  live  to  Ipend  many 
*'  cheerful  days  here  s  nay  I  will  add 


«  years." 
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^  years*-''  ASt^r  fome  uiiinter€fting.epii^ 
IFtf  ladon  they  retired  to  reftr 

Miftrcfs  Bridget,    die  young  ladies^ 
waiting-gentlewoman,   attended;   Brid** 
gee  herfelf  alfo  was  waited  on  by  an  old 
woaiiUi  who- had  taken  care  of  the  Abbeyr 
for  oiany  years.    •*  Why  do  you  give 
^  chat  good  woman-  the  trouble  of  com^ 
^ing   up    with  you>  Bridget?'* — «' I 
•^  could  hardly  yiv,  I  mean  ,;W  toy  wiay^ 
^  young  lady."—"  But  do  not  keep  her 
^  htre/'   faid  mifs:  Harrington  i   ^  ihr 
*<  mud:  be  tired  i   I  am  fure  I  am>  .and^ 
<<  fliall  foon  Jbe  afleep.    But  where  do* 
"  you  fleep,  Bridget  ?' ~«« Jn  the  flcwr 
«*room,  young  lady." — "  Then   &nd 
"  this  poor  woman  to  reft,"  faid  mifr 
iHarrington.    **  Indeed,  my  younglady,, 
•*  (he  is  not  tircdj  for  you  know  the 
^  cooks,  the  houfemaids^  the  fmg^h  the 
JK  butlers,  and  odier  fervants,  have  been 
^  «*herc 
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**  here  thcfe  two  dajrs,  and  have  got 
**  every   thing  in   order;   and  this  is 
"  Goody  Dickeos>  who  has  been  a  long 
«*  while  in  this  place^  knows  every  crick 
**  and  corner,  and  is  wife  to  the  imder 
*'  gardener/* — "  Then  her  hulband  ii 
•*  fitting  np  for  her,"  returned  mifs  Har- 
rington.    "  Goody  Dickens,  go  down  i 
^^  Bridget  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  go 
"to  reft;  do  go/'    The  old  woman 
curtfted/  but  moved  not.      «*  Indeed, 
•*  my  dear  yoong  lady>"  faid  Bridget,, 
tremblmg,  «  I  don*t  know  how  Ihe  can 
^  go  I  do  let  her  ileep  this  one  night 
^  wkh  roe,*'— ^«  What  are  you  afraid 
••  ofV'^^  Gh  the  iHins/'  ihe  exclaim- 
ed, '^  the  nuns  I''— «*  The  nuns,"  faid 
mifs  Harringicm,  ^*  have  been  all  dead 
•*  thefe  hundred  years.     Now,  Bridget^ 
•*-I  have  a  great  regard  for  you;   but 
**  if  my  mother  were  to  know  ttet  you 
<<  mentioned  any  nonfenfe  of  this  ibrr, 

«« youfc 
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"  you  would  not  remain  an  hour  in  thr 
"  houfc." — "  But  did  not  you  tell  me  » 
"  horrible  ftory  of  a  nun.  Goody  Dick-  . 
"  ens  ?"— "  No/'  faid  the  old  woman  ? 
*'  but  I  began  to  tell  you  a  ftory  that 
•*  was  told  me  by  my  grandmother, 
•*  which  I  have  heard  many  and  many 
•*  a  winter's  night;  and  as  you  feemed 
V  to  be  fleepy,  Mrs.  Bridget,  I  thought 
'*  it  might  divert  you ;  but  it  would  uke 
'*  a  whole  fununer's  day  to  maKc  an  end 
•'  on't."— «  I  would  not  hear  it,  if  it 
*'  cook  but  two  minutes,"  faid  milt. 
Harrington,  <'  I  am  fo  fatigued  i  thcrc^ 
^*  forci  good  Bridget,  do  take  away  th« 
*«  candle;  for  I  believe  my  fiftpr  it 
'^afleep/*  Mrs.  Bridget  obeyed  with, 
alacrity,  and  Goody  Dickens  went  with 
her. 

The  next  morning,  when  the  family 

met  at  break&ft,^  mutual  inc^uiries  were . 

made 
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made  how  they  had  reflcd,  which  received 
farisfaftory  anfwcrS.  The  girls  thought 
the  place  very  dull,  and  the  painted 
g|a{&s  very  fine  ;  the  boys  wanted  a 
ramble  in  the  park  to  look  about  them ; 
and  when  breakfaft  was  over  Tny  lord 
and  lady  were  left  by  themfelves.  They 
remained  fomc  time  filent,  my  lord 
thrown  back  in  a  chair^  and  my  lady 
with  one  elbow  upon  the  table,  fupport- 
ing  her  head  with  her  hand.  The  oc-» 
cafion  of  thi)  filence  it  would  take  fome 
time  to  dcvelope  i  my  lord  was  a  very 
clever  man>  and  my  lady  as  clever  a 
woman  i  both  were  good  people>  and 
happy  In  each  other  i  they  had  good 
fedfe,  good  education^  and  were  well 
accompliihed  in  all  the  elegant  amufe* 
incnts  of  the  times  s  but  they  were  now 
thrown  out  of  the  path  they  had  been 
ufed  to  piiriiie;  and  that.  Courteous 
Reader,  was  a  very  ferious  affair  for  a 

man 
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man  of  forty- five  and  a  woman  of  forty  ^ 
it  was,  as  it  were,  beginning  life  over 
again.  Their  prcfciit  fituation  had  not 
been  confidered  fufficicntly  -,  they  had 
left  London  becaufc  it  was  difagrceablc 
to  them>  without  drawing  any  fixed  plan 
for  getting  rid. of  time  ;  the  heavicft  of 
all  things  when  you  do  not  know  which* 
way  to  make  ufe  of  it  i  in  (hort,  at  this 
moment  they  were  both  in  a  date  of  ab* 
fl  ration  and  indecifion. 

My  lord,  as  has  been  obferved>  wa» 
a  man  of  letttri  ^  had  be<n  highly  tp- 
plauded  for  his  fliill  at  tournaments  i. 
was  a  foldicr  when  the  country  was 
threatened  with  invafion  by  the  Armada  i 
and  had  been  an  excellent  horfeman  and 
tennis  player  -,  but  his  ardour  for  tholt 
cxercifes  was  abated,  as  was  alfo  xht 
pleafurc  of  writing  vcrfes  upoxT-the  fair 

-    Eioftclla* 
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Floftellas  of  his  time  s  and  he  fat    in 
filefit  meditatioa. 

Lad/  Harrington  was  well  verfed  in 
(acred  biftory^  and  in  the  biftory  and 
geography  of  her  own  country  s  had 
been  taught  by  Ifaac  Oliver  to  draw, 
and  was  extremely  fond  of  fk)wers;  had 
read  a  great  deal,  and  was  much  tm^ 
ployed  that  way  by  her  royal  mill  reft; 
flie  could  play  too  in  a  very  good  ftylc 
upon  the  lute.  How  then  did  it  hap- 
pen that  thefe  good  people  could  not 
fet  themfelves  about  fomething  i 

At  length  la^  Harrington,  yawning, 
and  ftretching  her  arms,  faid,  ''  My 
^  dear  lord,  I  wifh  I  had  before  I  left 
^  London  purchafcd  materials  for  wor^- 
^  ing  a  bed/' — "  Do  we  want  one,  tj^f 
^  dear  ?^'  returned  his  lordlhip.  "  Yes,*^ 
Ihe^  replied  i  **  that  in  the  fbuth  room  is 


..#•■ 


^^veiy  ihabby;  and  the  tapefbjr  is  fo 
*^  fine,  and  in  fuch  very  good  copdv4ofl» 
"that  if  we  had  a  rich>  hjmdfpiagpj 
"worked  bed,  and  a  dozed  rhairs*  of 
"  die  feme  patter^,  it  would!,  I  think, 
•'be  the  bcft  furnifhed  room  in  the 
"  houfe." — "  Do  you  think,''  faid  my 
lord,  "  it  would  be  better  than  the  pur- 
^  **  pie  velvet  with  the  gold  fringe,  which 
*'  king  Henry  gave  to  my  grandfather?'* 
— -"  Oh  by  no  means,"  replied  my 
lady  i  "  that  bed  I  fhall  be  extremely 
"  careful  of"  and,  rifing,  added,  *'  I 
"  (hall  go  and  look  at  it  direftly," 

Going  into  the  lobby,  fhc  bade  the 
page  tell  her  woman  to  come  to  her,  and 
then,  recoUedling  herfclf,  Ihe  defircd  he 
would  fend  up  Vincent  the  houfekcepei*. 
She  was  confuking  with  her  when  (he 
law  her  daughters  coming  towards  her, 
who  faid  they  wiflied  to  walk  in  the 

garden. 
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f;afdenj  ts  the  weather  was  fo  fine;  and 
Goody  Dickens  had  told  Bridget  that  it 
was  quite  a  paradife.  "  We  know  how 
**  fond  you  are  of  bowers  and  flowcrsj*' 
faid  Matilda.  ^^  Ycs,"^  returned  lady 
Harrington,  "  I  am  a  paffionate  admirer 
"  of  thofe  things;  but  if  yoii  and  Eliza- 
•*  beth  could  have  an  idea  of  Nonfuch, 
•*you  would  not,  I  am  afraid,  have  a 
^  very  magnificent  one  of  goody  Dick* 
**  ens's  paradife/' 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  May ;  the 
ipring  had  been  mild  and  favourable) 
and  the  air  extretnely  foft  and  perfumed. 
They  went  through  the  great  hall  into 
a  fquare  court  which  led  to  the  garden ; 
every  thing  feemed  to  fmile ;  the  birds 
i^pig,  and  the  firft  thing  which  cai^t 
their  attention  was  an  old  man  weedinjg;  ■ 
a  bed  of  tulips.  He  faid,  that  his  name 
was  Simon  Dickons  i  but  he  was  only 

under- 
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Dnder-gardener ;  that  he  had  Ihredin  tht 
Abbey  many  years  ^  that  his  father  had 
been  head-gardener>  but,  unlucktl^  for 
him^  died  when  he  was  otnly  fourteen 
years  old;  that  his  mother  had  beeh 
dead  twenty  years,  and  bimfelf  had  mar* 
ried  the  late  lord's  under-cook  ;  he  had 
taken  all  the  pains  he  could  tp  do  right, 
and  hoped  his  honourable  liordlhip  and 
her  honourable  ladyfhip  would  continue 
him  on  i  for  he  v:zsforely  plcafed  to  think 
he  fhould  fee  the  fine  old  Abbey  floufilh 
a&  it  <lid  twenty  years  ago.  Lady  Har- 
rington replied,  that  if*  (he  heard  a  good 
cbara&er  of  him,  fhe  hoped  he  Woqld^ 
A  man  now  appeared  at  a  diftance. 
**  That  is  eur  gardener,  my  lady,"  iaid 
Simon*  *^  We  want  to  fee  the  garden,'? 
faid'her  ladylhipj  "pray  fhow  it.  us»'f 
The  gardener  made  his  bed  bow,  a^ 
preceded  them^  cap  in  h^nd* 

The 
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The  garden,  though  upon  a  fmaller 
fcale,  was  ornamented  with  trellk«work^ 
cabinets  of  verdure,  ftraight  walks  em- 
bowered with  trees,  in  the  ilyle  of  Non- 
fiich  5  and  with  ftower-beds  formed  into 
cyphers.    When  this  was  pointed  out  t6 
lady  Harrington,  Ihe  afked  who  ordered 
it.     ^^iVi^^^dFy  ordered,  pleafe  your  lady- 
«  ihip,"  returned  the  man  i  ^'  for  my. 
«  late  lord  never  troubled  himfelf  about 
«  thefe  things.     But  when  I  firft  came 
^*  here  I  heard  that  the  queen  thought 
« this  part  the  moft  plcafant,  and  fat 
^  herfelf  down  upon  that  old  bench-, 
•«  which  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  keep 
«  together ;  but  as  the  weather  hasalmoft 
"demoliftied  it,  I  made  thefe  flower- 
«  beds  in  the  form  of  (^E.  as  a  memo- 
«  randum.*'— *at  is  vfcry   well,'*  faid 
lady  Harrington,  ^^  but  if  it  had  becjti 
«*  E.  R.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
"better/*    The  gardener   hoped   her 
vou  I.  c  ladylhip 
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lady  (hip  did  not  dlflike  ir,  as  h^iSfeMt 
make  any  letters  her  ladyftiip  chofe  next 
year.— -No,  it  would  do  very  well,  and 
flie  was  much  plcafed  to  fee  the  garden 
fo  well  kept  up.  "  My  lord,"  faid  he, 
*'  ordered,  upon  the  death  of  his 
**  brother,  to  have  every  thing  kept 
**  the  fame  as  before  j  and  I  have  done 
'^evcry  thing  in  my  power  to  obey 
«him."  He  then  (hewed  them  the 
kitchen  ground  and  orchard,  which  were 
in  the  fame  good  order ;  when,  defiring 
fomc  flowers  might  be  fcnt  in,  they 
made  the  gardener  a  prcfcnt,  and  re- 
turned into  the  houfe. 

Lady  Harrington  now,  throwing  her- 
fclf  into  a  chair,  faid,  "  I  think,  girls, 
^^  we  will  turn  gardeners."  Oh,  they 
Ihould  like  it  o(  all  things;  but  how 
jhould  they  get  their  knowledge  ?  "  Why 
'^f  from  books ;  I  do  not  fuppofe  there 

"arc 
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"are, any  in  the* library;,  but  if ;  ypa- 
'*  remember,  >EJizabcth,.  I^baneci  Jicr- 
''  bal  ^by  Gerard,  who.  I  believe  ^aa  a 
'^  phyfician  5  and  he  treats  of  the  ;cul-- 
**  tivation  jof  plants  as  well  as  preparing: 
*^  them  for  medicine.     Our,  boots  are 
**  unpacking,  and  we  fliall  have  them 
«  to-morrow."— *<  That  is  delightfijl,*' 
laid  Matiltia  5  *^  for-  ^e  cah  fcavd  trees^ 
^*  planted  by  the  water,  which  will  pro-: 
'*.dute  g'eefe.**— **'Nbnfcnfc,-'  returned 
lady  'Harrington.  ^  "  Infdfced,  madafrt,"' 
faid  Elizabeth,  "  we  took  the  book  otjt* 
**  of  the  holifekcejicr*s  robta,  iwhen  flie" 
*^  had  it  in  Lbndcfn  to  ttitike  medicines' 
"  froni,  ■  arid,  looking  at  the*  prints,  we 
^  found  a  tree  which  bore  gcefe,  ind 
^'  Matilda ''  read  the  aceotiht-;*'  land  the 
*^  gcefe  are  caHcd  barnacle^  and  they 
**  grow   in  Lancafhire."— **  A;'ftrangc 
^  account  this,"  replied  lady  Harring- 
ton i  "  bqt  if  .v/j^  c^  g?t  tree3  to  pro-* 
0  2  *^  duce 
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^^  diKie  (owhy  Matilda^  why,  fi>  much 
«*  the  better;  let  us  now  be  quiet  till 
«*  dinners  for  I  obiervedthe  dial  in  the 
«*  garden  was  pail  eleven  when  we  left 
^  itj  and  my  lordaodyour  brodiers  wiU 
^  foon  TCturm*' 

In  half  an  hour  my  lord  and  hk  ions 
came  in^  and  dinner  was  ferved.  <^  WeU 
«»  boys/V  f«d  lady  Harrington,  *'  hoxr 
«» have  you  ipent  your  time  ?"— ^«  Very 
^  pkafandy,  madam ;  for  we  found  in 
^  jthe  park  the  fined  turf  to  exercile  our 
^<  horfes  upon  t^t  can  well  be  imagined^ 
«f  and  the  devereft  fpots  to  fhoot  at 
<«  the  urget;  there  we  few  twenty  fine 
^  mares  and  as  many  colts;  you  wiU 
^  have  plenty  of  palfi'ey^  fifters  i  for 
^  there  are  feveral  that  will  fuit  you 
^  exaaiy." 

«  I  am  glad,  young  gentlemen,*^  faid 
Mr,  Fairfax,  their  tutor,  «^  that  you  like 

*^thc 
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^  die  Alleys  it  certainly  is  a  fine-  place^ 
•'  and  I  hope  to-morrow  we  Ihall  have  a 
«'  room  to  begin  our  ftudic^in/'  Ro- 
bert looked  grave^  and  John  chagrined. 
«*  Very  juftljr  ob&rved/*  faid  lord  Har- 
rington; ^*  your  mother  and  myfclfwiU 
"  this  evening  appoint  one  for  you.  Are 
«*  your  books  come,  fir  ?"  Mr.  Fairfax 
anfwered  iu  the  affirmative,  and  added> 
that  he  had  been  employed  in  putting 
them  in  fome  order.  The  young  peo-- 
pie  difperfed  after  dinner,  and  towards 
evening  my  lord,  my  lady,  and  Mr* 
Fairfax,  went  over  the  houfe ;  the  rooms 
were  magnificent,  and  the  furniture  fuit* 
able,  biit  old  falhioned  i  in  the  rooms 
were  fcattered  fome  portraits  of  the 
femily,  and  remarkable  perfons;  the 
library  was  a  beautiful  room,  and  well 
furnifhed  with  the  beft  books  in  Latin 
and  Englifh,  down  to  the  thirtieth  year*  *>V 
of  Elizabeth  J  for  the  late  lord  was  not 
c  3  a  bookifh 
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a  bobldlh  man.  *  Adjoining  the  library 
was'  a  very  good  room>  partly  furniflicd 
withflidvcsj  this  was  allotted  by  my 
lord  as  a  ftudy/or  his  fons,  and  order's 
,wcrc  given  to  retnovc  thcir'books  under 

"Mr.  Fairfax's  'diredtions, 

•  •     .  -  ^  •     , 

Mr.  Fairfax  had  taken  his  Matter  of 
Arts  degrcc'at  Oxford,  was  about  fevcn- 
and-twenty  years  of  age  i  learned,  .grav^. 
ahdfaturnine;  and  perhaps  one  of  the, 
moft  improper  men  in  .the  woHdto 
conciliate  the  love  of  young  people^ 
He  was  deftitute  of  that  chec rfulnels  lb 
agreeable  to  youth  j  ft'crn,  pedantic, 
and  felf-cpnceited,  he  fpoke  little,  read 
old  authors  much,  .and  at^a  great  deal 
mores  the  two  latter  indeed  fcemcd  to 
be  his  only  pleafures.  He  was  not  in 
orders,  and  was  rather  fufpcfted  to  be 
partial  to  the  new  fc6ts  in  goyernpient 

and 
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and    religion  which  were  fpringing  up 
in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Butler,  the  vicar  of  the  parifti, 
was  his  oppoiicc  in  every  refpcct.  He 
was  mild,  cheerful,  and  accommodating, 
and  charitable  to  the  poor  in  his  parifh, 
whom  he  was  ever  ready  to  relieve. 
He  read  prayers  at  the  Abbey  on  Wed- 
nefdays  and  Fridays;  and  the  family 
from  thence  always  attended  him  to  the 
parifh  church  on  Sundays.  He  had 
a  wife  about  his  own  age,  and  twa 
daughters  who  were  in  their  twenty- fifth* 
and  twenty-third  years.  Mrs.  Buder^ 
a  ver/  good  woman,  troubled  herfelf 
little  with  the  world  out  of  her  own 
houfe,  and  even  there  her  occupation* 
were  not  very  cxtenfivc,  her  houfehold  r^y' 
confiding  of  only  one  female  fervant, 
and  a  boy.  She  was  an  excellent 
manager,  and  underftood  all  culinary 
c  4,  matters 
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matters  as  well  as  any  woman  for  forty 
miles  round  the  parfonagc,  as  (he  fire* 
quently  declared  5  and,  though  Mr. 
Butler's  income  was  fmall,  yet  his  table 
was  as  well  furai(hed  as  thofe  of  his  more 
opulent  neighbours.  He  had  already  fav^^ 
cd  five  hundred  pounds  for  each  of  his 
daughters  i  had  an  eftate  of  fifty  pounds 
a-year>  which  he  purchafcd  with  his  wife's 
and  hvs  own  fortune,  upon  which  fhe  w^^t 
jointured  -,  and,  fron:i  the  value  of  money 
at  that  time,  his  daughters  would  be 
▼ery  good  fortunes.  This  brought 
them  many  admirers;  but,  fomehow 
or  other,  none  fucceedcd.  The  girls 
had  an  idea  of  marrying  gentlemen, 
Mn  Butler's  father  had  been  a  merchant 
in  London,  and  had  advanced  money  to 
the  late  lord  Harrington,  which  was  part 
of  the  prefent  Mr.  Butler's  fortune.  Mrs, 
Buder  was  a  yeoman's  daughter,  who 
•farmed  his  own  eftate,  which  was  fuppofed 

to 
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to  be  wordi  ftbout  a  hundred  potiAds 
a-year.  The  Mift  Butlers^  iberefbiTy 
conlideredxhemrelvcs  as  gendewomcfh, 

on  account  of  their  father's  pr6- 
ftflion,  added  to  Mrs.  Butler's  father 
having  never  been  in  trade.  Mr.  Butler 
certainly  was  a  gentleman ;  his  manners 
ever  proved  him  to  be  fuch..    Whether 

his  wife  or  daughters  wer^genflewomciy 
muft  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  can<- 
did  perufers  of  this  elabsr^ite  work. 

The  young  ladies  at  the  Abbey  had 
during  the  day  fome  private  converia- 
eon  upon  what  it  could  pgflibly  be* 
that  put  poor  Bridget  into  fuch  terror 
the  preceding  evening  5.  and  they  were, 
refolved  to  hear  a  Httle  more  about  it. 
So  when  the  waiting^entleworoan  came 
as  ufual  to  drefs  them,  Mifs  Madlda: 
fiidj  **  Have  you  heard  anything  more 
•^  of  that  horrible  ftory  which  you  men^ 
a  5.  **  tioned 


134  TUB  WITCH,  AMD  THE 

"rioncdlaft  night  ?"—.«^  Why  I  can't 
«*  fay  but  I  have,"  replied  Bridget; 
*«  and,  youfigf  lady,  from  .what  Goody 
^^  Di(Jc^s  told  mc  to-day,  it  made  my 
"  blood  run  chill  in  my  veins,,  my  hair 
"  ftand  on  end,  and  my  flefti  creep  upon 
"  my  bones.'? — "What  wasU  about,? "-— 
^*  About,  young  lady  ?  all  concerning 
"  the  nun  of  this  Abbcy."-^."  Was  (he 
""  murdered  T' ,  they  Soth  exclaimed  at 
"  the  fame.  time.  "  Why  no ;  from 
*•  what  iGoody  Dickens  faid,  I  could  not 
«*  make  much  out  about  murder;,  flic 
*%^fays  that  her  memory  fails  her,  but 
*»  that  her  hufband  knows  ail  about  il. 
•'  Do,'  good  ladies,  let  us  go  into  the 
•*  garden  in  the  morning,  and  hear  what 
««  Simon  can  tell  us  j  for  my  lady  will 
**  not,  I  dare  fay,  be  up  very  early,  ^nd 
^«  wc  may  fit  comfortably  and  hear  it.**— 
«'  Do,  fitter,"  faid  Matilda ;  «^  let  us  go 
^*  to  queen  Elizabeth's  feat  and  hear 

"  it." 


'fti 
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Hit.''— C4  Why,"  replied  the  eldeft, 
**  1  do  not  think  my  mother  would  ap* 
"prove  our  hearing  fuch  things^  but 
**for  once,  wc  will  liftcn  to  h^  non- 
«  fcnfc/' 

The  morningopened  beautiful  -,  every 
leaf  was  belprinkled  with  pearly  drops, 
and  the  fun  brilliantly  played  upon  the 
tops  of  the  trees.  They  went  into  the 
garden,  and  featcd  themfelvcs  upon  ^^|^c 
queen*s  bench.  Simon  Dickens  was 
ftnt  for,  and  afkcd  if  he  could^notjtell 
them  a  ftory  of  a  nun  who  formerly  J^c- 
longed  to  the  Abbey.  He  anfwered; 
•*Yes,  my  young  ladies;  bu^  .that 
**  thing  happened  2^  power  of  yeari  ago, 
"  and  I  don*t  thiftk  I  am  quite  perfeft 
•*  in  it;  but  I  will  do  as  well  as  I 
"  can."—"  Begin  then,"faid  Elizabeth, 
♦'•and  make  it  as  (hort  as  poflible."  He 
6id  he  would ;  and^  after  recoUefting 
ad  V  himfclC 
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himfelf  till  the  patience  of  his  auditors 
was  almoft  exhauftedy  began  as  fol- 
lows: 

*'  A  long  time  ago,  (it  was  in  the 
<*  time  of  the  Romans,)  a  gallant  knight, 
**  whofe  name  was  fir  Fier  d*Bras, 
«'  who  lived  fomcwhcrc  in  this  ncigh- 
« bourhood^  valiantly  mounted  his 
^^  TOurfer,  girded  on  his  fword,  and 
«*  left  all  his  family  crying,  and  lament- 
•»  ing  the  lofs  of  him.  He  rode  up  to 
"  this  Abbey,  knocked  at  the  poftern 
*«  gate,  and  wanted  to  fee  the  abbcfs, 
"  who,  fome  fay,  was  his  aunt,  others 
^<  his  niece,  and  others  his  fifter ;  but 
««  which  I  can't  telL  Howfoever,  flie 
^^  was  fome  how  or  other  his  kinf* 
"  woman.  This  l^dy  was  one  of  the 
'^  bed  gentlewomen  in  the  world,  and 
<^  very  charitable  and  good  to  the  poor* 
*•  She  gave  the  knight  her  benediftion, 

«» a  ftring 
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<^a  ftring  of  beads,  and  other  gifts  i 
•'  with  which  he  rode  away  very  joyful^ 
^^  and  went  to  our  king,  of  Englandj^ 
^<  caUed  Lion-hearted  Richard>  having 
<^  plucked  out  the  heart  of  a  lion  with 
<*  his  own  hands.  And  fir  Fier  d'Bras 
'^  went  beyond  the  fea  with  the  king  to 
'*  fight  and  overcome  monfters,  though 
^'  to  what  part  of  the  workl  I  do  not 
^'  rightly  know,  but  it  was  all  among  the 
"  blacks."  (**  That  muft  be  bad  enough 
"  of  all  confcience,"  faid  Bridgets  •«  for 
'*  I  once  faw  a  piAure  of  one  at  fir 
^'  Robert  Naunton's,  and  it  quite  over* 
•*  came  me.")  "  But  as  I  was  faying," 
added  Simon,  ^'they  fought  and 
**  conquered  the  blacks,  and  then  went  to 
^'  overpower  the  Saracens  ;  and  after 
*'  fighting  them  man  to  man,  and  horic 
<*  to  horfe,  (for  the  Saracens  are  good 
^*  jockeys,  as  I  have  heard  lay,}  fir  Fier 
<<d'Bras  found  himfclf  Juft  as  it  was 

*!  dark. 
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^^  dark,  and  in  a  parlous  cold  night,  cloft 
•*  by  a  wood's  fide  i  and  out  of  this  wood 
*«  came  a  horrible  monftcr,  the  moft 
"  horrible  monftcr  that  ever  was  beheld 
"  before  or  fince  by  mortal  man." — 
<*  That  muft  hav^  been  furely  thedcvil,*^ 
txclaimed  Bridget.  "  No,  a  great  deal 
•*  worfe^"  faid  the  old  mam 

At  tHatmoment  they  faw  lady  Harrihg*- 
ton  approaching,  who  faid,  "  I  am  glad 
•*  to  fee  you  fuch  early  rifers.  What,. 
•*  has  Simon  been  telling  you  the  hiftory 
«*  of  my  royal  miftrefs's  vifit  to  this 
**  fpot?  It  will  be  a  favourite  feat  of 
**  mine ^s  well  as  yours,  girls;  and  I 
«*  hope  we  fhall  pafs  a  great  many  plea- 
"  fant  hours  here.  We  can  bring  our 
«*  work,  our  mufic,  and  our  books  ;. 
^  here  we  fhall  fee  the  flowers  of  oiir 
*«  own  planting  improve  daily,  and  may 
<*- indulge  ourfclvcs.  with  the  produfts 

"  o£ 
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*•  of  the  autumn  fecure  from  its  fultiy 
*'  hezm&.  Come,  we  will  walk  once 
"round  the  flower-garden,  and  then  in 
"  CO  brcakfaft/* 

When  they  returned  to  the  houfe,  a 
fervant  informed  them  that  the  books 
were  carried  into  the  library.  They, 
therefore,  adjourned  as  foon  as  breakfaft 
was  oven  «  Now,  Matilda,*'  faid  lady 
Harrington,  "  you  may  give  the  books 
"  to  Giles,  and  call  over  their  tides,  as 
"  theyarc  placed  upon  the  fhelvcs/Tirfl', 
*^  madam,  is  the  Bible  and  New  Tef- 
^  tament, — the  next  Chaucer*sPoem«,'-i- 
"  Gower!s  Works, — SifThomas  Morels 
«  Hiftory,— Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Arcadia, 
"  —  Spenfer's  Fairy  C^een,  — -  Shake- 
«*  fpear's  Plays,— Daniel's  Poems,— Da- 
<«  vis's  Poemss—Doftor  Donne's  Poems, 
^  and  about  a  dozen  others;  which  have 
«*  na  Icttersupontheirbacks."— «Wetf,'' 

faid 
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£ud  lady  Harrington^  '<  it  will  be  gQOCi 
^  employment  for  Elizabeth  to  wrucvtbe- 
<'  titles^  and  for  you  to   pafte   thc£ft^ 
"  another  day  i  but  where  is  our  friemit' 
•*  Gerard  ?"— **  Here  he  is/'  faid  Eliza- 
bed).  "  With  his  bamaclcgcefe^J  hope,  *" 
anfwered  Matilda.     ^  You  are  fo  fond^ 
**  of  the  wondcrful>''  replied  lady  Har- 
fington>/<  that  I  know  not  what  to  do« 
«*with  you/*«— •^  Why,  my  dear   ma- 
*'  dam,"  faid  the  young  lady,/«  do  you- 
'•  think  anybody  could  make  the  ftory  ?; 
^  Only;  look  in  this  book>,and  you  will 
•«  find  the  print,,  where  the  gcefc  are 
^^^dfopping    from    the    tree   into    die 
^  watcr/*^"  It  may  be  there,!*  replie* 
her  mother>  '«^yet  I   have    not   faith* 
^*  enough  in  Mr.  Gerard  to   believe 
"it."— **But  is  it  not  very ftrange,**' 
laid  Elizabeth,    ^  that  fo  much  paina^ 
«^  ihould  be  taken  aboitt   them  ?   and 
^^  there  may  be  a  great  many  curious 

5't'^*'^g^ 
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'*  things  in  the  world,  madam,  which 
"  arc  out  of  our  way,  and  therefore,  not 
*'  feeing  them»  we  arc  apt  not  to  be- 
*'  licvc."— There  may  be  ftrange  things 
*'  m  the  world,  my  dear  Eliiabeth,'* 
faid  lady  Harrington^  <<  btt  die  moft 
<*  unaccountable  I  have  ever  met  widi* 
*«  have  been  among*  mankind  5  for  I 
**  never  found  any  thing  in  natural  hii^ 
**  tory,  for  which  f  could  not  fomc- 
**  how  or  other  account.** 

From  this  period  every  thing  went  on' 
fmoothly  with  this  amiable  family  for 
four  years.  My  lord  infpcfted  the  edu- 
cation of  his  fons,  his  farms^  his  hounds^ 
and  his  ftud.  My  lady  that  of  her 
dai^hters,  her  domeftic  affairs,  and  her 
flowers.  The  young  ladies  became  no 
mean  proficients  in  gardening,  and  tiicir 
hyacinths,  tulips,  auriculas,  and  rofes 
were  the  admiration  of  the  neighbour- 

^     hood. 


4^^  THE  WITCH,  AND  THE 

hood.  Mufic  and  dancing  maftcrs  came 
two  months  every  year  from  London  ^ 
and  the  worked  bed  for  the  fine  tapcftry 
chamber  had  never  been  recoUcAcd 
fince  the  firft  morning  of  their  arrival 
at  the  Abbcy.^  They  danced  and  bad 
muflc  (for  the  young  women  were  tole- 
rable performers  upon  the  lute,  and  had 
agreeable  voices) ;  the  young  men  rode 
in  the  menage  ;  and  the  female  part  of 
the  family  had  their  palfreys,  for  at  that 
time  the  luxury  of  a  coach  was  not  com-- 
mon  in  London,  and  in  the  country  the 
roads  were  impaffable  for  fuch  vehicles* 
Thefe  young  people  improved  in  mental 
and  bodily  accomplifhments.  Robert 
had  a  good  figure,  and  an  animated 
countenance  j  poflTeffcd  a  high  fcnfc  Of 
honour,  and  feemed  inclined  to  a  mar- 
tial life,  but  was  rather  of  a  grave  tura 
of  mind.  He  had  been  honoured,  fincc 
hb  abode  at  the  Abbey,  with  letters. 

from. 
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from  prince  Henry,  the  patron  .and 
playfellow  of  his  childhood*  Tkefe  Ictj- 
tcrs  he  hoarded  v^ith  the  fame  care  jaa'a 
mifer  does  his  treafttrc,  arid  looked  for^ 
Ward  with  impatiencetcb  the  time  whet 
he  IhcHild  attend  the  prince  to  the  wars.  > 

John  was  fiill-of  fpirit,  hafty,  atid 
paflTionate  5  good  and  ill  tempered  in  five 
minutes  ;  fond  of  every  thing  by  turns, 
and  fteady  to  nothing ;  apt  to  take  fire 
at  what  was  never  meant  as  an  aSronc  $ 
romantic  and  rafli,  and  for  ever  trying, 
if  it  were  poflible  to  break  his  neck  in 
hunting ;  eager  to  try  all  things,  and  ne- 
ver fatisfied  with  any.  He  was  well 
made,  light,  and  adlivcj  and  carried 
Wmfclf  high  and  lofty  as  if  he  difdained 
the  earth ;  but  was  charitable,  and  there- 
fore had  fcldom  any  money  in. his pur(e# 
A  terrible  talc  of  diftrefs  drew  the  tears 
from  his  eyes  and  the  calh  from  his  poc-  . 

keu 


kci.  Hii  father  did  every  dung  in  hti 
power  to  corieA  his  foibles>  by  &uing 
ihem  in  «  ludicrout  lights  the  only^ 
point  in  which  he  waa  Yi^nerable*  He 
Hrequenily  gave  his  money  to  unworthy 
objeAs  I  yet  my  lord  was  in.hopes  that: 
experience  would  cure  him,  and  there* 
Ibre  in  that  relpeft  left  him  to  bimfclf. 

Elizabeth  was  tall  and  well  ihi^xd  i. 
Ihe  had  good  fenfe  too,  but  it  was  fre* 
quently  clouded  by  fboKfh  fears ;  and 
whether  thefe  were  conftitutiooal  or 
proceeded  from  habit>  could  never  b^ 
deteraiined*  Her  countenance  wis  good> 
and  £be  was  allowed  to  be  m  very  fine 
you^gwomanw 

Kfodkk  was  of  a  diicreDt  tanx^  ex* 
•remtly  Btely>  and  did  not  know  wkir 
P^rfeoaT  fear  wasi  cooI>  colleded>  aol 
•wiier  than  conUt  be  t^^eficd  in  a  girt 
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t>f  her  age.  She  loved  all  ker  friciieb 
with  the  wiu-meft  afibdioa^  and  had  A 
good  ligur^  though  (he  was  not  to 
graceful  as  herfifter  j  bur^  light  aad  aiif 
as  the  goflatner  whidi  floats  on  die  au^ 
tumnsi  breeze^  (he  could  go  througk 
«1moft  any  fatigue  without  fofieriog  from 
it,  ZB  her  fifter  frequendy  did, 

Mrs.  Bridget  had  iieard  the  flaory  of 
tiie  Nun  many  dmea  from  goody  Dic^ 
kens  and  her  huflband,  and  was  frequent- 
ly teazed  by  her  yoyng  ladies  to  tell  it  i 
but  that  fhe  nMer  did  -,  for  3imon  and 
lus  wife  could  never  make  hercompre- 
iiend  the  main  bufine&>  as  they  told  it 
a  different  way  every  time,  and  therefore 
Mrs.  Bridget  could  never  get  a  clue 
flrong  enough  to  turn  it  properly  about 
in  iier  own  mind,  or  mould  it  to  any 
kind  of  fyRem ;  on  which  account'  ihe 
loil:  the  greateft  of  all  poflible  pleafur e;!^ 

telling 
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telling  it  to  Others.  Not  bcrng  able  to 
connc6tthc  circumftanccs,  however,  ftic 
gave  it  up  entirely,  though  it  was  one 
^ay  of  other  (flic  often  declared)  the 
beft  and  moft  moving  hiftory  flic  had 
ever  heard  in  her  whole  life^  but  very 
melancholy  and  fliocking. 

One  fine  Odober  morning,  as  they 
were  hunting,  the    deep-mouthed  old 
Englifli  hounds  had  jufl  made  the  hare 
break  cover  from  a  wood,  and  they  werd 
giving  themfclves  up  to  the  joys  of  the 
chace,   when  Robert  faw  a.  man  who 
looked  like  a  courier  riding  towards  die 
Abbey,   and,  as  he  came  nearer,:  ftriKc 
into  the  path  which  led  immediately  toic. 
The  fccnt  lying  brcaft-high,  the^  chace 
and  his  companions  had  left  hin?,.  and 
curiofity  prompted  Robert  ito»  inquire 
into  this  man's  bufinefs;     He  tl'iereforc 
ipurred  his  horfe  after  him,  and  heard  the 

mcflcngcr 
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eaeflenger  found  his  horn  at  the  Abbey- 
gate.  Now  he  refledied  that  perhaps 
prince  Henry  had  fcnt  for  him  to  attend 
him  to  the  wars.  If  fo  (thought  he)  the 
time  is  come  for  me  to  be  perfcftly  hap- 
py ;  my  joy  is  unbounded  at  the  idea  $  it 
mull  be  fo,  or  why — 

He  came  up  to  the  man,  and  afked 

Mm  whence  he  came.     "  From  court,' 

•*  with  a  pacquct  from  the  king  to  i\\6 

**k)rd    Harrington,'* — ^^  Nothing  for 

*<  mc,"  afked  Robert  eagerly.     **  No, 

"  my  noble  matter,   but  bad  news  for 

«  England,  and  you  too."— ^«  ^hat,'f 

faid Robert,  ^'are  the  Spaniards  comiftg 

"  with  another  Armada  ?'* — '*  Not  f0| 

^  my  noble  maftcr  i  but  prince  Henry, 

«  the  gallant  prince  Henry,  is  dead."—* 

«*  Dead !  how  ?  when  ?   where  ?    Tell 

*mc  this  moment." — **  Some  fay,,  fir, 

Ac  was  killed  in  a  tournament  i  others, 

3  •«  that 


4$  TH£  WITCH,  AND  THE 

<<  that  he  received  a  hurt  there  which 
^*  he  never  recovered ;  others  again  fay, 
"  that  the  violent  exercife  threw  him 
«*  into  a  fever  -,  and  there  are  thofe  who 
<<  will  fay  he  did  not  come  by  his  death 
«f  fairly." — *«  Good  heaven  !'*  exclaim- 
ed Robert "  What  a  day  for  England  !'*— 
<^  This  pacquct,*'  faid  the  mefTengcr, 
*'  mufl  be  delivered  to  my  lord  your 
<'  father  iomiediately.  I  mufl  only  reft 
*'  my  horfe  a  few  hours,  and  fet  forwards 
*^  for  London  again." 

Robert  drooped ;  his  legs  could  fcarcc« 
ly  fupport  him  to  his  own  apartment, 
where  he  could  not  help  exclaimiftg,> 
« Oh  my  prince,  my  adored  matter  I 
.**  why,  for  the  good  of  England,  was  I 
•*  not  taken,  and  you  blefTed  with  long 
**  life  ?  what  a  fatal  day  for  my  country  ! 
*'  but  why  do  I  put  fuch  an  infignificant 
*'  being  as  myfelf  in  comparifon  with 

''  you  ? 
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•^you  ?  My  fathtr  would  have  mounicd 
^  tnc,  my  mother,  my  brother,  and'mjr 
^  fillers ;  but  the  grief  would  have  gone 
^'  no  farther  than  this  little  {pot,  where 
**  the  Abbey  ftands."  He  then  threw 
himTelf  upon  the  bed,  Ind  burfl  into 
tears. 

When  lord  Harrington  returned  from' 
hunting,  he  found  that  the  packet  con* 
tained  an  order  for  him  to  attend  the 
court,  with  a  note  from  the  king  to  the 
fame  purport.  My  lord  was  furprifed, 
as  he  had  for  many  years  found  himfelf 
neglefted  by  his  fovereign.  My  lady 
was  amazed,  and  wiihed  to  know  why 
Jie  was  fent  for.  Eljzabeth  apprehended 
it  foreboded  no  good  to  her  father.  Ma« 
tilda  did  not  think  at  all  upon  the  fubr 
jcd,  as  flie  faw  her  mother  had  no  fears,: 
but  John  was  mad  to  go  with  him,  and 
rnoft  terribly  mortified  at  his  r4:fuia|^ 

VOL.  I*  t>  The 
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The  next  mdrnbg  was  fixed  for  Iris 
iettiog  out  towards  London;;  and  pre- 
parations wei:e  iaimediately  ordered  foi^ 
that  pu;i>olic*         .:...-/: 

» 

In  the  evening  my  toi'd  was  in  a  deep 
reverie. — "  What  can  be  the  reaibn; 
"  my  dear  lord/*  faid  lady  HarringtOHj. 
^  of  this  fummons  to  courti"---'*  Per- 
*'  haps,*'  replied  my  lord  coolly,  -**  the 
^  king,  knowing  that  I  vas  formerly 
^'  engaged  in  a  military  life,  may  think 
•*  to  honour  mc  with  fome  employ- 
'"  mcnt;  for  I  have  heard  that  the 
/*  Spaniards  -fcemed  inclined  to  be  in- 
«*  folent  of  late/'  —  "  But  do  you,** 
returned  my  lady,  "  think  that  infolencc 
<*  can  warm  the  cold  blood  of  king 
«'  James  ?  No,  nothing  bot  open  vio- 
•*  lence  can  force  him  into  a  wars  and 
•'  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of 
^England  if  the  royal  Elizabeth  had 

"  been 
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^  been  of  the  fanre  pufillaniinoud  dif* 

^  pofition  ?  Her  politics  were  quite  dip. 

^  fcrcnt  i  the  nation  at  large  was  not  then 

«*  like  a  (landing  pool,  which  breeds  a 

•^*  thoufand  noxious  infers.      Are  not 

**  the  minds  of  men  fixed  upon  new 

'^^  fcfts  in  religion,  nc^w  forms  of  govern- 

**  men^  new  every  thing  ?  and  what 

^  are  the  caufcs,  but  eafc  and  affluence  ? 

«  The  people's  minds  muft  be  exer- 

^*  cifed  $  and  thofe  who  wifti  for  inno- 

"  vation,  either  in  church  or  ftate,  in  a 

'*  conftitution  firmly  eftablilhcd  by  the 

**  wildom  of  ouranceftors,  whether  that 

"  wifli  proceed  from  the  throne  or  the 

**  people,  are  in  my  opinion  equally 

"  wrong.     But  in  times  when  we  arc 

"  upon  our  mettle,  the  brave  and  good 

*^  will  come  forward,  and  the  fneaking 

"  fellow,   who  would  be  fapping  the 

"  very  foundation  of  our  glorious  con- 

^  ilitution  in  a  profound  peace,  will  be 

D  2  "  kept 
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**  kept  quiet  by  the  found  of  the  druifi 
<*  and  the  trumpet." 

"  Upon  my  word,  Ifabclla,"  faid  my 
iord,  *'  you  are  a  profound  polidciaa^ 
«*  and  I  vote  for  your  going  to  court 
**  inftcad  of  me.  Bur,  to  tcU  you  my 
•*  thoughts  fcrioufly,  if  an  armament  is 
*^  goiqg  out,  and  I  am  ofiered  any  (hape 
^<  in  the  command,  I  fhall  dcclwe  it; 
^<  it  is  not  proper  for  a  xnan  no  longer 
*'  young,  and  who  has  been  laid  upon 
«  the  fticlf,  ,to  trouble  himfelf.  No, 
<*  let  thofe  who  are  my  juniors  take  it; 
**  tut,  if  you  have  jno  objcdlion,  I  will 
**  offer  my  fon  John  to  his  majefty ;  it 
^*  may  tame  him.*''—*'  I  hope  it  will," 
replied  my  lady ;  "  and  I  could  wiQi 
"  that  any  friend  of  yours,  who  is  a 
**  rigid  difciplinarian,  would  take  him; 
*'  he  would  then  be  kept  within  due 
*•  bounds,  and  prevented  from  encoun^ 
«'  tering  ideal 'dragons  and  monfters.'* 

The 
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The  next  day  my  lord  pdrfued  his 
journey^  and  lady  Etarrington  began  to 
think  of  her  elded  Ton,  who  had  been 
abfent  at  breakfaft.-  Findings  upon  en^ 
.qpiry,,  that  he  had  not  left  his  ropnii 
(he  had  too  n^uch  feeling  not.to  let  him 
indulge  his  grief;,  having  found  by  ex- 
perience^ that  notwithftanding  ic  is  a 
4readful  diforder  of  the  mind,  it  is  on^ 
of  that  kind  which  cures  itfeif ;  and  (h^ 
thtrcforc  offered  no  pr.efcnt  confolation* 

Mr.  Butler,  who  had  read  prayers  at 
the  Abbey  chapel  that  day,  returning 
to  the  parfonagc  through  the  park^ 
faw  Robert  fitting  at  the  foot  of  art 
extremely  old  pollard  afli;  and  as  it  hai 
been  obfcrved,  that  it  was  the  month  of 
Gdober,  the  venerable  tree  had  juft  loft 
its  leaves;  Robert  looked  as  melan- 
choly as  its  fallen  honours  which  wcr6 
ftrewed  around  him.  Mr.  Butler  few 
and  approached  him.  ^  Ah>.  my  good 
,  D2  ^^  friend," 
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«  friend,"  faid  Robert,  "  you  do  not 
^'  kno.w  what  a  lofs  I  have  fuftained^  you 
'^  cannot  imagine  what  I  at  this  moment 
"  fuffer.  Prince  Henry — **  here  he  burft 
into  tears.  "  The  Prince,  fir,"  replied 
Mr.  Butler,  *'  is  certainly  happy.  I  have 
*•  been  ever  out  of  the  way  of  courts 
•*  and  princes ;  but  yet  I  feel  the  lofs  of 
•'  prince  Henry  as  of  a  good  man,  and 
^'  one  who,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
"  made  a  great  king.  The  whole 
<<  nation  fpoke  well  of  him,  and  he  la 
*<  therefore  a  general  lofs.  But  you 
«  know,  that  this  life  is  only  a  ftate  of 
«'  probation :  if  you  do  not,  Mr.  Fair- 
*'  fax  has  taught  and  I  have  preached 
«'  in  vain.'*-—"  Mention  not  Fairfax,** 
faid  he  (harply :  "  he  hates  kings 
'«  and  kingly  government.'*— «  Thea 
"  he  IS  not  what  I  took  him  for,**  re-* 
turned  Mr.  Butler ;  "  but  this  is  not. 
"  to  our  prefcnt  purpofe ;  I  could  wiihs 
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'*  to  confok  you,  by  reprcfenting  that 
'*  the  prince  isj  if  you  have  a  propcf  . 
**  idea  of  what  our  religion  teaches,  ick 
"  a  fituatibn  to  be  envied.  The  pangs 
*'  of  dcatlr  arc  paft  with  him  5  and  if  ic 
**  be  pofliblc  for  jprince  Henry  to  look 
^*down  upon  this  fublunary  world,  hd' 
*^  will  pity  our  frailty  in  lamenting  him. 
*'  He  is  happy,  and  above  the  care  of 
^'  mortals.** — -^^  My  good  fir,'*  returned 
Robert,  «*what  you  fay  is  perfectly 
•*  right;  but  could  you  prafticc  what 
•*  you  now  enforce  P*^— «  I  would  cer- 
"  tainly  endeavour,  fin*'—**  But  have 
**  you  had  any  trials  ?" — ^'  Why,  if  you 
^  will  allow  the  lofs  of  ai  fon  ateigh- 
**  teen,  and  a  daughter  at  Seventeen, 
"  who  were  dutiful  and  obedient,  to  be 
**  fuch,  I  have.  They  were  long  ficken- 
**  ing,  I  might  fay  dying;  a  confump- 
*l  tion  was  the  complaint,  and  I  faw 
'.*  them  djcclipc. gradually  as  the  fun  fets 
p  4  •*  ID 
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«*  in  a  fine  evening..  But  go  M^ith  me, 
'  <•  Mr,  Harrington,  and  I  will  flbcw  you- 
*i  the  feedling  carnations  and  auriculas 
•*  which  I  have  been  privately  nurling 
«*  for  my  lady.  I  hope  to  furprifc  her 
•*  next  year  with  fome  beautiful  flowers  y 
*^  I  have  fome  plants  too  for  your  lifters;. 
«'  and  I  wifli  to  (hew  you  a  fine  young- 
<<  horfe,  four  years  old,  and  three,  colts. ' 

The  animals  were  much  admired  bj^ 
the  young  man,  **  I  am  greatly  obliged 
"  to  my  good  lord  your  father,"  faid 
Mr,  Butler  i  "  and  I  wilh  to  lay  myfelC 
^<  under  fome  ob%ations  to  his  fon :. 
*'  I  therefore  requeft  it  as  a  favour,  that 
•'  you  will  take  one  of  them;  gratify 
«'  an  old  man's  wiflies,  my  good  fir.'*; 
Robert  hcfitatcd,,  and  then  chofe  a  three 
year  old  colt. 

Robert  gradually  regained  his  cheer* 
fulnefs,  and  followed  his  amufements  and 

ftudics.. 
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fludies.  The  family  had  not  he^rd 
any  thing  from  my  lord,  except  that  he 
was  well  5  the  young  people  began  to  bo^ 
extremely  anxious ;  lady  Harrington  not 
fo  much  fo.  She  certainly  wiflied  to 
know  the  purport  of  the  journey  5  hue 
yet  confidered,  that  it  might  not  be 
proper  to  trtift  it  to  writing  5  meflcnger^ 
might  be  curious,  or  bribed  by  thofe 
who  were  fo.  Reftrained  by  thefe  con-- 
liderations, ihe  waited  patiently,. 

Robert  was  fond  of  reading  aloud^- 
and  read  well.  Being  one  evening  in  the 
library,  the  ladies  at  their,  work,  and^ 
John   making  fifhing  tackle,,  he  faid,  ^ 
**  We  have  finiihed  the  Fairy  Queen  i- 
*'  (hall    we   read    fir   Philip    Sidney's 
^*  Arcadia  ?" — "  He  is  d  great  favourite 
*»  of  mine,'*  replied  lady  Harrington, 
^^and   will,. I  am  fure,  entertain  youc 
*' fillers.''   JHc  took  down  the  book^ 
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and  found  written  upon  a  blank  lea^ 
Tits  book  is.  a  gift  from  Matilda  Deve-- 
teuxy  to  her  dear  friendy  IJahella  Mark^ 
hmn-^^^  Pray,  madam,  who  was  this 
«  Matilda  Dcvcreux  ?'*  —  «  A  dear 
^«  friend  of  my  youth,'*  anfwered  lady 
Harrington,  "  and  one  whom  I  have 
**  lamented  many  years/'— '*  Is  ih« 
*«  dead,  madam  ?"  afkcd  Elizabeth. 
•«  That  I  cannot  tell,  but  will  inform 
*'  you  what  I  know  of  her  hiftory; 

*'  Mr.  Robert  Dcvereux  (afterward* 
••  the  famous  Earl  of  Eflrcx)^  when  a 
"  very  young  man,  chofe  *  to  marry 
«*  privately  a  beautiful  young  woman  of 
**  the  name  of  Browne,  who  was  a  rcla^ 
•'  tion  of  lord  Montacute's.  Lord  EfTex^ 
«*  his  father,  knew  nothing  of  this  wcd- 
**  ding;  and  they  had  been  married  but 
'*  a  twelvemonth  when  his  wife  died  in 
"  childbed  of  my  friend  Matilda  Dcvc- 

*^  rcuxt 
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•*  rcux;  Old  lord  Effex  was  a  friend 
**  and  patron  of  my  father's,  and  wo 
«*  lived,  in  Suflcx  in  his  neighbourhood* 
V  Mr.  Dcvcrcux  came  one  day,  in  the 
'/grcatcft  diftrcfs  imaginable,  revealed 
«'  the  fccret,  and  informed  my  father 
•^  that  his  wife  had  juft  expired  at  a 
«*  farm-houfe  about  twenty  miles  dif-. 
"  tant ;  but  that  the  people  did  not 
^'  know  him,  as  he  had  taken  a  fictitious 
*'  name.  My  father  was  a  man  who 
**  melted  at  a  tale  of  woe  ;  he  was  agi- 
•^  tated  beyond  meafure  5  he  could  not 
^  for  fomc  time  recoiled  himfelf  ortell 
"  how  to  ad.  At  length  he  faid,  *'  Arc 
"  you  married,  fir  ?*' — "To  prove  that 
"  I  am,'*  faid  the  young  man,  "  here 
"  is  the  certificate  of  my  marriage  5  tak<* 
**  and  preftrve  it.*'  Then  falling  into 
^*  an  agony  of  grief,  he  exclaimed, 
^*  Oh  my  Matilda  !  never  can  I  fee  you 
^  more.  1  &zr  that  you  did  not  uftc 
*^  one  hour's  happinc&  during  the  (hort 
D  6  "  period 
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*'  period  you  were  the  wife  of  the  vn^ 
"fortunate  Dcvereux!  Tell  me  what 
•*  I  (hould  do,  fir  John."— **^  Think  of 
**  your  daughter,  fir,"  replied  my  father* 
**  Remember  I  am  really  your  friend;' 
•*^  Firft  let  me  go  and  fee  the  funeral 
«  rites  performed  y  and.  three  day* 
<'  hence  meet  me  in  the  wood  at  t^.e  end 
*'  of  lord  Montacute's  park*  Returxv 
V  to  your  father,  and  let  me  conjure  you 
"  to  inform  him  of  it."  He  promiied, 
•«  nay  almoft  fwore,  that  he  would  break 
^  it  to  lord  Eflex,  and  bleffcd  my  father- 
«'  for  the  friendly  part  he  was  about  to- 
•*  take  in  his  affairs..  ^ 

"  My  father  went  to  the  farm-houfc^ 
«*  where  he  faw,  in  the  dead  form  of 
••  Matilda  Devcreux,  all  that  was  elegant.. 
«^  Her  features  were  fixed,  not  in  me* 
<*  lancholy,  but  in  grief*  My  father  melt-  . 
"  ed  at  the  violent  impreilions  which 

"  forrow 


«  fyrmw  had  marked,  in.  her.  countc- 

«*  nance;. 

"The  funeral  was  ordered;  and^ he 
•*  gave  the  farmer  to  underftand  that" 
^*  flic  was  the  daughter  of  a  friend  of  hisy 
•*-and  had  married  againft  her  father's 
•*  confent  5  that  her  relations,  of  the  name 
/'of  Browne,  lived  in  Northumberland ; 
^^  that  the  gentleman's  connexions  lived' 
"in  the  fame  county,  and  1ie  believed 
•*  that  he  was  a  diftant  relation  of  lord 
**  Eflex,  for  his  name  was  Devercux, 

"  The  farmer's  wife  lamented  the  lofs 
•«  of  the  lady  5  but  faid,  that  flie  could 
•*  not  help  fuf^edbing,  as  flie  was  fo  given 
«  to  crying  and  taking  on^  that  flie  was 
•*  »^/  the  gentleman's  wife.  But  flie 
"was  fo  meek  that  it  melted  her  very 
^  fbul  to  fee  her  fo  unhappy  5  that  flie 
"had  inquired  aU  aBouc  thofe  parts,  and 

**  her 
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'<  her  neighbours  had  done  the  fame  ; 
**  that  fhe  was  vttftly* rejoiced  that  things? 
"  were  as  they  ihould  be,  for  if  (he  had 
^  got  an  HI  name  by  harbouring  thofe 
"  who  were  not  fo  good  as  they  ought 
*'  to  be,  flic  could  never  have  fticwa 
*'  her  face  at  market  nor  fair  again  ;  for 
'*  flie  and  her  hufl)and  had  well  to  livcj* 
"  and  had  kept  up  a  good  name  for  thir^ 
"  ty  years  together,  the  whole  time  they  ^ 
"  had  been  married  5  and  it  would  have 
**  been  a  parlous  thing  to  have  loft  it  at 
"  laft.     Befidcs,  her  neighbours  had  not? 
•*  ftuck  at  giving  her  feme  items  of  the 
"  matter  j  they  had'  (aid  plainly  enough 
•'  what  they  thought ;  but  now  that  it 
•«  was  fairly  come  out,  (he  could  look 
*^  the  beft  of  them  in  the  face  again. 
"  My  father  alTured  her  (he  might  5  for 
"  he  had  the  certificate  of  the  marriage 
*'  in  his  pocket.      The  good  womaix 
"  could  not  read  ;   (he  faw  it,  however, 
^'  and  was  fatisfied. 


<f 
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^  My  father  atteiided  the  poor  hdy 
**  to  the  grave ;  but  before  her  inter- 
**  ittent  wrote  her  hiftory  upon  parck- 
•^  ment^  inclofed  it  in  a  litde  box  and 
*•  put  it  in  the  coffin.  To  conciliate 
•«  matters  ftiU  farther  with  the  farmcr^s 
«•  wife,  he  gave  her  great  part  of  the 
**  wearing  apparel,  and  prevailed  upon 
"  her  to  keep  the  little  Matilda  at  a  ccr- 
*'  tain  ftipend  per  wcek^  and  the  pro- 
*'  mift  of  a  prefcnt  when  he  (hooJd  take 
«*  her  away,  if  (he  was  healthy.  He  told 
•*  her  his  name  and  place  of  abode  5  and 
•*  the  next  Sunday  one  of  her  fons  came 
*'  on  foot,  and  inquired  if  that  was  one 
"  fir  John  Markham^s  houfe,— to  be 
•«  fore  that  all  was  right,     , 

«•  The  next  day  fir  John  went  to  the 
*«  wood  and  met  Mr.  Devereux,  who 
•*  had  not  informed  his  father  of  the 
<*  marriage ;  nor  could  he  go  to  lord 

«  Mon- 
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*<Montacutc.  He  was  ungovernaMe,- 
"  and  all  but  mad.  My  father,  there- 
**  fore,  was  obliged  to  go  alone,  and  was' 
♦*  admitted.  He  told  the  ftory  juft  as* 
"  it  was,  and  lord  Montacute  feemed  ribt- 
'•  at  all  pleafed  with  the  affair.  "I  an> 
'*  furprifcd,  fir  JohnMarkham,"  faid  my 
**  lord,  **  that  you  fliould  trouble  your- 
"  fclf  or  me  concerning  fuch  a  bufinefsf 
"  furcly  lord  EflTcx  was  the  propcrcft 
'«  pcrfon."— «  Your  lord  (hip,"  returned 
"my  father/*  muft  well  know,  that  lord 
**  Eflex  is  a  very  rigid  man,  and  has  not 
«  much  compaffion  for  th«  fuffering^ 
*'  of  others." — "So  am  I,  fir,^to  thofo 
«  who  a6t  wrongs  The^  father  of  tho 
"young  woman  was,  I  believe,  related 
"  to  me  i  he  was  an  officer,  under  lord 
"Effingham,  and  was  killed  in  onc.of 
"the  engagements  with. the  Armada/' 
"  Surely,  my- lord,"  returned  myfathcr^ 
"  the  daughter  of  a  brave  officer  ought- 

^•not 
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^  not  to  be  ncglcftcd,  even  if  flie  had 
^  married  a  fon  of  Iprd  Effex.  Do,  my 
<«  good  lord,  give  countenance  to  your 
*^  faniily."— "  Why,  fir  John,  I  do  aoc 

V  know  in  this  cafe  how  I  can  eounte-- 
•^  nance  thera.  You  know  how  much 
^^  I  diflikc  the  Devereuxcs  ;  and  I  will 
''  not  look  upon  the  woman  at  all ;  Qie 
"  might  have  confuked  me  before  the 
**  marriage  -,  but  when  two  hare-brained 
^  young  people  choofe  to  commit  follyy 

V  they  wifli  tp  palm  themfclvcs  upon 
^^  their  relations*  No,  let  her  ftarve, 
"and  torment  me  no  more  about  it."—* 
**  Your  lordfliip  forgets,'*  returned  my. 
^^  father,  ^'  that  I  informed  you  the 
^  young  lady,  your  relation,  was  dead, 
**  and  I  think  happily  rclcafed  from  %. 
«'  world  of  mifcry."— «^  Why  then  this 
«^  long  ftory,  fir  John  ?.'"—"  My  lord,*' 
^  replied  my  father,  **  what  I.  have  faid 
**-wa5  to  procure  proteiSkion  for  her  in-^ 

afant 
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•*  fant  daughter/'—"  I    will  not   pro- 
^  tcft— I    will   not    countenance,  one    ^ 
«« drop  of  the  blood  of  a  Dcvcrcux  j. 
•*  and  I  dare  fay  chat  lord  Effcx  is  of  the 
«*  fame  opinion  in  regard  to  mine/'— 
•*  Then,"  faid  my  father,  "both  your^'^ 
«  and  lord  Effex's  blood  ihall  find  a  pro- 
«*  tedtor  in  me.'* — "  Do  you  mean  to  in- 
**  fult  me,  fir  Johns  perhaps,!  may  find^ 
*•  a  time-—"—"  At  any  timc,V  replicd- 
^  my  father^  <<  your  lordlhip  may  find* 
**  me,    John  Markham  wean  a  fword^ 
<*  CO  guard  the  innocenr,  and  to  protcft 
••  himlelf  from  infult."    He  then  tnm- 
«*  ed  upon  his  keel,  and  left  the  room. 

^  Mjr  father  mounted  bis  hcrfc  in 
••  great  wrach  ;  and  when  he  arrived,  he 
•«  found  the  lea  of  Euex  bad  left  the 
•*  woo^.  This  difrxahrvi  him  much,  as 

«  he  had  eightreen  xr.iles  to  ariv-I  before. 
«  he  rtachfivi  his  cc2:c.    Mv  i^cr  wm 

«a.-i 
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«*  an  honcft  good  man,  and  lived  T\^ith 
**  great  hofpitalky;  but  he  was  not  rich,. 
**  for  he  fpent  his  income.— Riding  on, 
**  and  ruminating,  prudence  fuggefted^. 
»  that  if  the  infant  he  had  fwom  to  pro- 
♦•  te6l  (hould  be  entirely  deferted  by  its 
^  family,  he  was  injuring  his  own.chil*- 
**  drefl  by  taking  it  into  his  houfc  5  and 
«^  he  reafbned  thus  : — -—4  have  four 
^«  children,  and  may  have  as  many 
^  more ;  ought  I  then  to  take  one  who 
^  has  no  claim  upon  me  ?  furcly  I  can- 
««  not  juftify  myfelf  in  fo  doing.— —He 
«*  (topped  his  horfc,  and  the  fervant  rode 
••^up  to  him^  thinking  he  wanted^  hia 
««  cloak.  This  circumftance  broke  the 
"  thread  of  his  reflexions;  and  he  again. 
^  jogged  on,  almoft  without  any  reflec- 
^  tion  at  alL  At  length  certain  fine 
^*  feelings,  by  which  thofc  who  are  poor 
«*  arc  tormented  juft  as  much  as  thofe 
**  who  arc  rich,  burft  upon  him> 

«By 
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"  By  heaven,"  he  exclaimed, "  it  fbalf 
•*  be  fo^  Why  do  L  let  fuch  thoughor 
*'  enter  my  mind  ?  What,,  (hall  not 
V  John  Markham  do  that  which  hi* 
^'  heart  in  its  firft;  emotions,,  in  itanaturak^ 
</  fimplicityi  told  him  was  right  ?  I  will 
*'  protcd  the  child,,  perhaps- adopt  her  r 
**  Providence  has  provided  for  mcr 
^  hclplcfs  innocence,  therefore,  hat 
^  claims  upon  me,  and  thofe  clidnit 
«  fliaH  be  anfwered.!*  He  then  put  hur 
**  horfe  upon  a  canter,  and  thought  of 
•«  nothing  but  reaching  home,  journey- 
^  ing  with  a  heart  as  light  as  that  of  st 
^  boy  of  fifteen.  ' 

"  When  my  father  returned,  my  moab 
"  ther  was  gone  out,  and  fir  Johnr 
"was  extremely  impatient  to  entertaifr 
'^  her  with  the  hiftory  of  his  journey.' 
"•  My  mother  foon  came  in,  and  being 
^  as  eager  to  hear  as  he  was  to  relate,, 

*«  thejy 
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^^  they  both  drew  clofe  to  a  table.    My 
■'*•  father  went  through  his  narrative  with- 
'••  out  one  interruption  from  my  mother, 
^^  and  then  faid,  "  WeH,  have  I  done 
'<  right,  my  dear  Ifabella?*'— "  Perfeftly 
**  fo,"     replied    my    mother ;      "  the 
^*  child   will   be  a  companion  for  our 
^^  daughter,   as   there  are   only   a   few 
*«  months  difference  j  therefore,  my  dear 
'^*  fir  John,  the  fooncr  we  get  it  home  the 
^^  better." — "  It  is  too  young  to  bring 
**  fo   far    on    horfeback,     Ifabella." — 
f'  Not  at  all,'*  anfwercd  my  mother ; 
«*  for,    if  you   remember,    fir  Henrjr 
««  Weft's  child  was  carried  fbrty  miles 
**  in  one  day  when  it  was  but  ten  days 
"  old."—"  Well,  after  a  month  I  will 
."  fend  for  it*"—"  I  will  go  myfclf,  fir 
*^  Johns  the  old  eafy  pad  Ihall  be  led; 
"  the  child  and  the  nurfe  can  come  very 
«  well,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe." 
*^  My  father  afTented  to  this  plan.'' 

I  mutt 
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I  muil:  here  inform  tny  readers^  that 
fadf  Markfaam  could  fee  about  twenty 
times  as  far  as  fir  John  i  for  fhe  never 
went  a  ftep  upon  this  earth  without. 
conQdering  the  afped  of  the  heavenn 
flie  afcertained  which  way  the  wind 
fct  at  her  firft  going  out,  refleded 
upon  every  point  to  which  it  was 
poifible  for  it  to  veer^  and  had  what 
was  proper  to  be  done  in  fuch  a  cafe 
always  ready. 

Sir  John,  on  die  contrary,  would 
fct  forth,  without  thinking  of  the 
matter;  and  if  the  wind  fet  full  in 
his  teeth,  it  was  juft  the  fame  to  hims 
for  he  fcorned  to  take  Ihelter  of  a 
hedge  or  a  tree,  or  go  a  foot  out  of 
his  way  to  prevent  being  wet  through. 
Some  have  ill-naturedly  enough  faid, 
he  was  fo  fliort-fighted,  that  he  could 
not  fee  an  advantage  i  and  others,  that 

if 
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if  by  chance  he  faw  one  now  and  then^ 
be  caukl  not  be  brought  to  confider  it 
as  any  advantage  at  all. 

•    Lady    Mark  ham    was    as    attentire 
as  could  be  wilhed  to  fir  John's  ftory; 
yet  at  the  fame  time  (he  was  turning 
and  tumbling  over  in  her  mind  all  the 
advantages  .  and   difadvantages  of  the 
budnefs;    and  upon   maturely  weigh- 
ing them,  the  former  feemed  to  pre- 
j)0hderate ;    for    inftance,    lord    Effcx 
was  a  ftrange  man,   but  he  was  rich  j 
he   had   been   and   might   be   again  a 
friend    to  fir  John ;    and  fuppofe  for 
his  interference  in  this  bufinefs  my  lord 
fhould  break  with  him,  yet  he  could 
not  undo   what  he  had  done,    which 
was  getting  them   a  grant  of  church 
lands,    that  at  prefent   (for    want   of 
money  to  improve  them)  were  let  for 
very  little.    Mn  Dcvcreux  would  not 
1 5  forfake 
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foriake  hU  child,  the  child  of  a  iroman 
he  lb  tenderly  loved ;  and  he  wouii 
in  ^li  prcbabilicy  ouclive  his  fisher, 
wouii  :hea  be  very  rich,  asd  of  coinic 
gerjerotti. 

«  My  xc-Jier/'  rc.^OTcd  bdy  Htr- 
Hrgtor.  *'irrirgtd  the  r.^rkir  to  receive 
••  die  i:n'e  ::rir^*r.  ir.d  L-  :^2  days  let 
•'  cj:  ro  b~-g  k  ct-*  Tre  cbild  vas 
*^-  :.:r.-x:  :r.  rer:":^it  h^Li-. .  z.-*  firrrer's 

••  wi-^  «-ii  xtTf  ^Z^TL.   Z:    ItT   CCTDClkfi 

•^  ill  hr:  ^^  -  c.^i  -  :il;  Czt  i^d  goc 
•^^  r.*  kfir  .:  ii';:^;:.:V.:iC.T ,  i^d  ii^  i^?^ 

*  CiT  X  i  /oc  -i;d:*  :n:  ^-^onr^  rLl;:i*i  of 


•*    m- 
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^^oodiiog  but  of  htHadjrfhip's  goodnef$ ; 
**and  what  everybody  £ud  muft  be 
•*  true. 


"  My  mother  arrived  fafcly  wrth  the 

**  little  Matilda,   and  was  well  pleafcd 

*'  with  her  charge,  concerning  whom  flic 

"indulged  in  the  rhoft  delightful  re- 

"vcrics.     But  my  father  was  uneafy; 

*'hc  had  neither  feen  nor  heard  from 

"  Mr.Dcvereux,  and  after  many  inquiries 

f^rcfolved  to  go  to  lord    Effcx.     He 

■*  ordered  his  horfe  repeatedly  for  that 

^*  purpofe ;  my  mother  as  often  difluad- 

^'  cd  him,  as  (he  was  in  hopes  lord  Effex 

"  might  call,  as  he  frequently  did  ;  and, 

"  as  feme  people  have  ftrange  ideas  that 

^'they  can  do  better  than  their  ncigh- 

5'  hours,  flic  wilhed  to  fee  him  herfelf. 

« My    mother    was    a    very    fenfiblc 

"  woman,  and  concluded  that  what  (he 

<«  might  fay  would  be'  better  taken,  as 

VOL.  I.  £       '  "  my 
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^  my  fethcr  was  very  apt  to  be  extremcNr 
^  ly  abrupt  in  his  convcrfation.  .   '  * 

•  "  One  day,  my  father  being  abftnt 
*'  upon  bufincfs,  lord  Effelc  called,  and 
"  my  mother  then  wiflied  him  at  home  ; 
"  for,  when  it  came  to  the  point,  (he  did 
"  not  like  the  bufincfs.  Lord  EfTex  in- 
«  quired  very  kindly  after  my  father, 
"  and  faid  he  would  dine  with  them,  as 
"  my  mother  affured  his  lordfhip  that  fhc 
«*  expefled  him  home.  Though  he  did 
<*  not  return,  my  lord  did  not  fcem  at 
"  all  difpleafcd  at  his  abfence,  but  fat 
**  down  to  dinner  with  my  mother,  and 
*'  afterwards  defired  to  lee  the  children. 
"  They  were  brought,  when,  fixing  his 
*'  eyes  upon  the  little  Matilda,  he  faid^ 
"  Upon  my  word,  lady  Markham,  that 
«*  child  ftrikes  me  as  being  very  like  mjr 
«  fon  when  he  was  at  that  age."  As 
«*  -foon  as  the  fervants  were  withdrawn. 
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^  my  mother,  who  was  rather  confufed 
**  at  the  obfcrvation,  took  courage,  and 
"  faid,  ^'Lord  Effex^  that  child  has  claims 
*•  upon  your  goodnefs  ;  it  is  your  grand* 
*'  child/'—*'  Impoffible  !!'  faid  my  lord ; 
*'  for  I  am  fure,  lady   Markham,  you 
**  would  not  receive  my  fon's    natural 
*'  child  into  your  houfe."— •**  True,  my 
"  lord,",  returned  my  mother  ;  "  but  that 
"  is  your  grandchild  by  your  fon's  wife. 
*'  I  have  wilhed  to  have  this  fecret  re- 
**  vealed  to  you,  becaufe  I  think  it  ought 
*'  not  to  be  kept  as  fuch  from. you."— 
**  Why  was  it,  madam  ?    My  fon  mud 
"have  difgraced   himfelf,  or  I  fhould 
*'  have  heard  of  it ;  and  I  do  not  take 
"  it  well  of  you  and  fir  John  to  fofter 
*'  this  child  in  your  houfe*     If  my  fon 
'*  could  do  wrong,  I  (hould  have  hoped 
<'  that  my  friends  would  not  have  en- 
*«  couraged   him.     But    who    was    the 
"  mother  of  this  child  ?  Some  low-born 
'*  woman,  Ifuppofe/'— "  No,"  rcturn- 
Ei'  '^ed 
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'^  cd  my  mother,  **  her  father,  captain 
**  Browne,  was  a  reladon  of  lord  Mdn- 
«« tacutc's.  He  was  an  officer  under 
<'  lord  Effingham,  and  was  killed  at  fea 
f « in  an  engagement  with  the  Spaniards.'* 
•'  Lord  Montacute  is  my  bittereft  cne- 
*«  my  T'  exclaimed  lord  Effcx. — "And 
« her's  too,"  rejoined  my  mother. 
"  The  unhappy  lady  died  foon  after 
««  her  daughter  beheld  the  light.  ]Lord 
♦<  Montacute  refufcs  to  acknowledge 
<<  this  child,  and  will  not  allow  that  it  can 
"  have  any  claims  upon  him." — *«  He 
««  is  right,"  faid  Effcx  j  "  for  if  i»^  would, 
"  /  would  not." — **  She  was  born  at 
«•  a  farm-houfe,"  faid  my  mother  i 
<^  your  fon  came  here  almoil  diftraftcd 
«  at  the  death  of  his  wife ;  and  two 
^'  months  fince  I  brought  away  the  child 
«*  to  proteft  it,  expecting  that  Mr.  De- 
<f  vereux  would  have  informed  your 
<«  lordlhip,  which  was  the  reafon  fir 

^  ^'  John 
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*'John  did  not;  but  hearing  nothing 
"from  him,  I  thought  it  right  to  give 
"  you  this  information.'* 


"  And  pray,  my  good  lady,  in  what 
*'  light  is  this  child  confidcred  in  your 
"  family  at  prcfcnt  ?"— "  As  a  diftant 
"  relation  of  mine,  till  your  lordfliip 
•'fliould  be  informed  of  the  event/* 

^^  Lord  Effex  feemed  totally  abforbed 
'^  in  thought  for  fome  time,  and  then 
"  laid  to  my  mother,  not  without  hefita- 
**  tion,  "  I  feel  myfdf  much  obliged  to 
*'  you,  lady  Markham,  and  to  fir  John, 
"  for^  your  care  and  attention  to  my 
«*  family  j  but  I  muft— — I  mud  fee  my 
•'  fon  before  I  can  determine  upon  any 
*'  thing.  For  the  prefent,  give  the 
**  infant,  my  good  madam,  your  protec- 
*^  tion,  and  you  (hall  hear  farther  from 

me.'*  Then,  feeming  to  recoUeft 
B  3  ^J  himfclfi 


cc 
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"  himfclf,  "  my  friend  fir  John  has  with 
"  his  ufual  good-nature  and  hofpitality 
"  taken  the  child  into  his  houfe,  who 
"  I  am  fure  mud  be  in  want  of  many 
**  things  I  am  unacquainted  with.  There- 
^'  fore,  permit  me,  lady  Markham,  to 
"  leave  this  (taking  out  his  purfc)  ; 
*'  and  if  you  will  expend  it  for  the  child's 
**  ufe,  you  will  be  laying  me  under  new 
*^  obligations."  He  then  made  a  formal 
"  bovy  and  left  the  room, 

"  My  mother  examined  the  purfe,  and 
**  found  that  it  contained  fifty  marks*  As 
**  Ihe  was  ruminating  upon  this  event, 
**  my  father  came  in,  and  fhe  informed 
*^  him  of  the  vific.  **  I  am  glad  of  it 
*^  with  all  my  heart  (rubbing  his  hands)  i 
•*  I  am  happy  that  it  is  over;  now 
"  every  thing  will  go  on  well ;  but  I 
*'  was  much  afraid,  from  the  violence 
"  and  fevcrity  of  my  lord's  temper, 
"  that  he  would  have  flown  out  and  dif- 

"  owned 
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"  owned  the  poor  thing/'—"  He    has 

*^not  acknowledged  her,"  replied  my 

"  mother.     "  Why,"  returned  my  fa- 

"  thcr,     "  did    not    you  tell    me   he 

"thought  her  like   his  fon,  before  he 

"could  even  guefs  who  (he  was?" — 

"  Yes,"  replied  my   mother.      "  And 

"  did  he  not  thank  us  for  what  we  had 

"  done  to  fcrve  the  child,  and  has  he  not 

"  left  a  purfe  of  money,  and  wilhed  us 

"  to  take  care  of  it  ?" — «  All  this  I  ad- 

"mit,  my  dear   fir    John;   but  I  faw 

"  nothing  melting  about  his  eyes  when 

"  he  was   told   that  the  infant  was  his 

**  grand-daughter,    though    he    feemed 

**  gratified  when  I  informed  him  that  (he 

**  was  known  in  this  family  only  as  a  re- 

"  lationof  mine."— *^  Depend  upon  it,'* 

*'  returned  my  father,  "  he  only  wants 

^'  to  have  fome  converfation  with  his  fon 

*'  about  it.   I  am  furc  my  old  friend  and 

E  4  "  patron 
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"  patroi>  will  not  do  that  which  is  not 
"  perfectly  right."  My  mother  had 
**  doubts  upon  the  fubjcft; 

**  In  a  few  days  my  father  reccTvcd  a 
"  note  from  lord  Effcx,  dating  that  he 
"  wilhed  to  fee  him.  -He  obeyed  the 
"  fummonsj  "  I  wilhed  to  fee  you>  fir 
"  John,"  faid  his  lordlhip  ^  "  but  how 
*'  am  I  to  thank  or  repay  yoo  and  lady 
**  Markham  for  yow  kindnefe  f"^-^ 
"  My  lord>"  returned  my  father,  "  oiur 
**  obligations  to  you  are  focb  that  the 
*'  debt  muft  ever  remain  on  my  fide/'— 
*'  I  have  been  thinking  upon  this  affaira 
''  great  deal/'  feid  lord  Eflcx,  *«  and  I 
•'  have  feen  mf  Ion  wirii  lefs  rcfentmcnt 
**  than  I  thought  it  pofBble  for  mc  to 
"  feci  upon  fo  trying  an  occafion.  You 
*'  muft  imagine,  that  an  only  fon's 
"  marrying,  as  he  'has  done,  while  yet 
«*  a  mere  boy,   und  into  a  family  with 

"  which^ 
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•«  which^  you  know,  fir,  I  was  newrupon 
**  good  ttvms,  muft  be  a  very  difagree- 
**  able  circumftancc,"  -—  "  Very  true,'* 
**  replied  my  father  i  "  and  I  hope,  if 
'*  any  of  my  fons  were  to  do  the  like,  I 
*^  fliould,from  your  lordfhip's  goo<}  ex- 
"  ample,  be  reconciled  juft  in^  the  lame 
«*  manner.  But  1  tDwn  riiyfclf  rather 
**  void  of  confideration  when  my  blood 
«« is  agitated  by  what  I  do  not  like.'* 

**  We  arc  all  men  and  not  angels,'* 
•*  repUcd  his  lordfhips.  "  but  you  know 
•'  I  am  burthened  with  another  child  as 
*•  it  were  -,  and  my  fon  is  fo  young,  th^ct 
••  I  do  not  like  the  world  at  prefcnt 
•*  (hould  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
•*  folly  of  a  boy  juft  fetting  out  in  life* 
•«  He  is  now  ^t  the  court,  and  I  have 
♦*  prevailed  U{)on  him  to  have  it  kept 
•*  fecrct,  provided  lady  Markham  will 
**  continue  her  patronage  i,  and  I  have 
-Ei  "given 
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«*  given  him  my  honour  to  provide  for 
'*  its  fupport  and  educadon  in  a  liberal 
«'  manner,  till  he  is  in  a  proper  fituation  ' 
«« to  acknowledge  her  as  his  daughter/* 
«  -^cc  Dq  not  think  about  that,"  faid 
«*  my  father;  "(he  fliall  be  treated 
•Mike  my  own  daughter;  and  as  to 
•*  education,  it  will  be  fome  time  before 
**  flic  will  want  any  thing  of  that  fort/* 

"  After  dinner  my  lord  fcemed  in 
<<  perfeft  good-humour  j  and  they  were 
*'  extremely  happy.  He  entertained . 
*'  my  father  with  many  pleafaht  adven- 
**  tures  he  had  met  with  in  his  travels  j 
*'  particularly  of  a  famous  phyfician 
**  that  he  faw  at  Padua,  who  had  re- 
**  covered  him  from  a  raoft  deplorable 
*'  ftate  of  health.  He  was  thought  to 
"  be  dying  feveral  times ;  but  by  the 
**  care  and  attention  of  his  good  friend 
"  the  dodor  he  was  perfcftly  cured, 

«  This 
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*  This  man,  my  dcir  fir,  was  the  moft 

"  wonderful  creature  in  the  world  j  for 

*'  he  looked  nature  through ;  and  ufed 

"  to  fay,  that  every  family  had  a  tern- 

"  peraraent    peculiar    to    themfclvcs  i 

''what  was   good  for  one,  therefore, 

'^  was  hurtful  to  another;  fo  fkilfui  was 

"he  in  making  difcriminations  of  the 

"  various  conlHtutions  of  mankind.    He 

"  ftudicd  mine  fo  well,  my  dear  frien Jy 

"that  he   gave  me   a   powder  which* 

"  would  always  agree  witK  a  Dcvereux, 

"And,  fir  John,  as  there  is  another  of 

"  us  come  into  the  world,  and  I  have  the 

V  greateft  affedion  for  her,  as  every  man 

*'  ought  to  have  for  his  race,  I  will  give 

"  you  a  little  box  of  it  to  prefent  to  lady 

"  Markham  for  the  ufe  of  our  Matilda. 

"  My  fon  was  a  very  fickly  weak  child, 

"  and  his  mother  found  it  of  the  greateft 

"  ufe  to  him/'     Then  getting  up,  and 

"  taking  out  of  a  cabinet  a  little  gold 

I  6  *^  box. 
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««box,  he  iaid,  "Give  this,  my  good 
^  friend,  to  lady  Markbam,  and  explain 
"  its  ufes," 

"  My  father  received  the  box,  and 
««  took  his  leave.  He  was  extremely 
*'  rejoiced  at  the  reception  my  lord  Had 
"  given  him/  and  delivered  the  box> 
"  with  a  hiftory  of  its  virtues,  to  my 
*'  mother. 

"  Mr.  Devereux  remained  at  court; 
'*  but  he  wrote  frequently  to  my  mother, 
*«  and  his  letters  were  filled  with  exprel^ 
**  lions  of  love  and  tenderaefs  for  his  little 
'^  Matilda,  and  thanks  to  fir  John  and 
*«  lady  Markham  for  their  care  and 
•*  attention,  accompanied  by  prefcnts, 
««  which  at  that  time  might  not  be  very 
**  convenient  to  him,  as  he  had  only  a 
**  certain  ftipend  from  his  father,  who> 
5*  to  give  him  his  due,  paid  liberally  for 

"the 
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**  the  protedion  Matilda  received  from 
•'us.  Mr.  Devereux  had  a  generous 
^*  foul,  and  his  letters  always  exprcffcA 
**  a  concern,  that  his  father  confined 
**  him  fo  clofely  to  the  court,  that  it  was 
•«  impoffible  for  him  to  fee  his  daughter^ 
*^  who  was  the  objcft  neareft  his  heart;. 
*^  and  from  this  we  underftood  that  mjr 
*'  lord  did  not  wifti  htm  to  fee  her. 

"  The  little  Matilda  and  myfclf,  even 
**  at  five  years  old,  were  great  friends. 
^  About  this  time  fhe  was  taken  ill> 
*«  though  not  dangeroufly.  My  mother 
'*  began  to  think  of  the  fympathetic 
•'powder,  which  was  to  cure  all  the 
''  blood  of  all  the  Devereuxes.  She 
'*  examined  the  box,  and  found  that 
^  it  was  a  compoQtion  of  red  rofci 
«*  dried  and  powdered,  but  fhe.  could 
«*  plainly  difcovcr  fame  other  ingredi- 
5*  cnu    Sympathetic  powders,  and  fuch 

«  trafli;^ 
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traflly  wcce  very  much  the  faibioii 
'  of  that  time.  My  mother  was  a 
^  great  phyfician,  a  good  apothecary^ 
'  and  a  tolerable  furgeon  j  but,  unfor- 
tunately, had  no  opinion  of  cures 
being     performed     by     fympathctic 

*  powders.     She  would  never  take  her- 

*  felf>  nor  permit  her  family  to  take, 

*  any  medicine,  but  what  fhe  was  pcr- 
fcdly  acquainted  with  ;  and  had  there- 
fore an  inclination  to  try  thefe  powders 
upon  fome  brute  before  fhe  ventured 
even  with  the  blood  of  a  Devcreux.   • 

*^  Going  up  flairs,  and  reflefling  upon 
"  this  fubjc6t,  fhe  met  a  cat,  took  up  the 
*'  animal,  put  it  into  a  clofet,  chopped 
^^  up  fome  meat  with  the  fympathetic 
"  powder,  gave  it  to  the  cat  and  left  it, 
"  The  next  morning,  upon  opening  the 
*^  door,  fhe  was  extremely  furprifed  at 
^*  fimding  the  creature  dead,  and  appa* 

"  rcntly 
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«'  rcntly  poifoncd.  The  agonies  of  her 
*'  mind  were  fo  extreme,  that  human 
*^  nature  could  not  fupport  it,  and  (he  had 
"  a  fevere  fit  of  illnefs ;  but  as  (he  was 
**  determined  not  to  make  others  mifer- 
**  able,  flie  kept  the  fecret.  Having 
"  fometime  after  given  a  portion  of  the 
**  powder  to  other  animals,  with  the 
*«  fame  efFedt,  fhe  in  a  rage  threw  the 
«*  remainder  into  the  fire,  and  compof- 
"  ing  another  mixture,  as  like  it  as  pof- 
**  fible,  of  dried  rofes  and  white  chalk, 
y  (he  put  it  into  the  little  gold  box. 

•*  Mr.  Devereux  was  now  abroad; 
«^  but  before  he  went  had  got  into  high 
•*  favour  with  the  queen.  He  had  only 
««  one  opportunity  offeeing  his  daughter, 
«*  but  was  wonderfully  plcafed  with  her 
**  peribn,  and  the  good  account  my 
*^  mother  gave  of  her.  He  left  us,  per- 
5*  fctUy  laiisficd  with  her  fituation,  and 

"  declaring 
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<'  declaring  that  the  only  regret  he  felt 
^  was  at  the  unaccounuble  diflike  his 
**  fiuher  had  conceived  againft  her  being 
•*  acknowledged.  Yet  he  flattered  him- 
<*  klfibat  prejudice  would  have  an  end, 
«  as  his  lordihip  feemed  extremely  fond 
*«ofher» 

"  For  my  own  part,  I  thought  Ma^ 
*«  tilda  an  angel.  We  were  the  fincereft 
««  friends  in  the  world,  and  aptly  an- 
«<  fwered  the  defcription  Shakfpeare  has 
"  given  in  his  Midfummcr  Night's 
«  Dream : 


-We,  Hermia, 


.  Have  with  our  neelds  created  both  one  flowerjr 
Both  on  one  fampler,  (itting  on  one  cufhion. 
Both  warbling  of  one  Tong,  both  in  one  key  ;. 
As  if  our  hands>.our  Mes,  voices  and  minds* 
Had  been  incorporate  :  fo  we  grew  together^ 
Like  to  a  double  cherry  feeming  parted  ; 
But  yet  a  union  in  par titlen* 

•'  I  waa 


MAID  OP  HON-OITR.  89 

"  I  was  nearly  one  year  her  fcnior, 
"  but  could  not  compare  with  her  either 
"  in  perfonal  charms  or  mental  accom- 
"plifhments.  When  /he  was  about 
"  thirteen,  Matilda  fell  ill  with  a  fevcr- 
'*ifli  complaint,  loft  her  appetite,  and 
"  looked  very  badly.  Lord  Eflex  came, 
"obferved  it,  and  faid  to  my  motlicr> 
^'  This  child  looks  unwell ;  what  is  the 
"  matter  with  her  ?" — "  I  think  fhc  is 
"feverifli  my  lord/' — "  And  what  do 
"you  give  her,  lady  Markham?"— 
"Milkj-whey,  and  ftrawberries/* 

**  I  (hould  imagine,  madam,"  replied 
*'  my  lord,  "  that  the  Dcvcrcux  powder 
**  rauft  be  a  good  thing  -,  indeed,  I  am 
"  fure  it  is ;  for  my  family  have  had 
^  numberlefs  trials  of  it ;  I  have  taken 
*'  a  great  deal  myfelf,  and  you  know 
**  what  an  uninterrupted  good  ftate  of 
"  health  I  have  enjoyed  for  many  years." 
*^  I  can  have  no  other  objedion  to  giv- 

"  ing 
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**  ing  it  to  Mrtilda,  my  lord,  than  thrnk- 
'*  ing  that  it  will  be  thrown  away  uport 
**  lb  light  a  complaint.  So  valuable  a 
"  mcdit'ino  fliouki  be  refcrved  for  a  cafe 
"  of  extreme  danger." — "  I  have  a 
"  large  llore  of  it,  my  good  lady,  and 
**  am  lb  very  unhappy  at  feeing  Matilda 
**  look  fo  ill,  that  I  beg  fomc  of  icmay 
*'  be  given  to  her  immediately." 

**  My  mother  took  out  the  powder 
*•  and  gave  a  dofe  to  Matilda,  narrowly 
*•  w,i:c:.ing  my  lord  at  the  fame  time  s 
"  then  faid  carclefsly  to  me,  **  Ifabella> 
"go  with  Matilda;  flie  had  better  lie 
••  doxvn^  and  vio  you  ftay  with  her*  A 
•*  con^dencial  old  r4i:rre  wai  in  the  room ; 
«*  and  my  mother,  teeing  my  lord  viSbly 
•*  chaOiX  cvH:ntenance,  kept  the  old 
«  wotvan  About  her  tiii  the  Uvhioi  ready 
**  ^>  raiat^  She  then  icrtaaievi  aloud, 
**  lent  cur.c  tv>r  jdl  the  pecrle  the  could 
•*  ipft  tv>8cd:tr5  »J  xs  tcca  «  three 
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"  or  four  came,  exclaimed,  "  See,  lord 
*'  Eflex  is  in  a  fit ;  he  will  die  ;  for  hea- 
"  vcn*s  fake,  nurfc !  give  me  the  pre- 
"  cious  Dcvercux  powder  in  the  gold 

**  The  domeftics  held  him  in  vain  ; 
"he  cried  for  mercy,  and  made  re- 
"fiftance.  My  mother  mixed  up  the 
"dofc,  which  they  forced  down  his 
^throat.  He  was  then  laid  upon  a 
"  bed  in  the  next  room,  all  the  fervants 
"difmiffcd,  except  the  nurfc,  and  my 
*'  mother  fat  calmly  down  by  the  bed- 
"fide  to  watch  him.  After  a  few 
"  minutes  profound  filence,  he  fai J, 
"  For  God's  fake,  lady  Markham,  fend 
"  away  your  attendant ;  as  a  dying  man 
"  I  rcqucft  it."  My  mother  did  fo ;  and 
"  he  fpoke  to  her  as  follows : 

'*You  fee  before  you,  Wy  Mark- 
**  ham,  a  wretch  who  has  been  the  caufe 

"of 


92  THE  WITCH,  AND  THE 

''  of  his  own  diflblution,  and  at  the  fame 
''  time  the  death  of  an  innocent  creature 
"  who  never  offended  him.  I  feel,  ma- 
*'  dam,  a  laffitude  and  faintnefs ;  my 
"  eyes  have  almoft  loft  their  faculty— I 
"  am  leaving  this  world— that  powder 
'^  was  poifon Adieu  V* 

"  My  mother  fcreamcd  aloud,  ran 
"  into  the  next  room,  and  hurried  nurfe 
'*  to  the  phyfic  clofet,  who  foon  returth- 
"  ed,  laden  with  gallipots,  phials,^  and 
**  boxes.  My  mother  mixed  up  a  naut- 
**  feous  draught  with  fyrup  of  poppies, 
•^  which  he  took  immediately.  She  then 
*'  faid  very  gravely,  "  What  I  have  now 
"  given  you,  my  lord,  is,  I  am  perfuad- 
"  cd,  an  antidote,  that  will  take  off 
*'  the  ill  effects  of  what  you  have  fwal- 
"  lowed,  were  it  the  moft  fubtile  poifba 
'^  in  the  world. — It  is  a  precious  medi- 
*'  cine,  and  was  give^i  to  my  mother  by 
*'  a  monk.    It  was  never  wanted  in  this 

«  houfc 
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**  houfe  before,  and  I  hope  never  to  have 
«*  occafion  to  try  its  virtues  again. — But 
"  I  have  now  found' your  reafonsTor  not 
**  wifliing  to  acknowledge  Matilda  as 
**  your  grand-daughter ;  you  do  not  wifli 
**  her  to  live.     As  her  father  has  placed 
**  her  here,  however,  you  may  be  furc 
**  that  I  will  give  her  proteclion,  even 
**  at  the  hazard  of  my  own  life  ;  and  I 
^*  am  almoftibrry  that  I  have  endeavour-    .^ 
**  cd  to  prcfcrve  yours.   [He  groanedJ] 
*^  My  care  for  your  foul's  happinefs  has 
«*  made  me  wifh  to  fave  you,  that  this 
"  awful  circumftance  may  hereafter pro- 
**  ducc  jufticc  and  repentance, 

'*  The  world,  my  dear  lady  Mark^ 

*^  ham,  the  world " — ^'  How  can 

*^  you  mention  the  world  at  this  time,  my 
**  lord  ?  Is  this  a  moment  for  fuch  trifles  ? 
'*  Repent  of  your  crimes,  and  the  fccrct 
**  will  be  for  ever  locked  up  in  this 
*^  bread/'. 
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"  My  bed  friend,  my  prefcrver !  but 
"  will  not  the  fcrvants  think  all  this 
*^  buftle  ftrange  ?*' — **  I  can  account  for 
"  that/*  faid  my  mother,  "  by  telling 
"  nurfe  a  ftory  of  fympathetic  powder; 
**  which  fhe  will  not  underftand  ;  and 
"  (he  will  tell  to  others  what  they  can- 
"  not  comprehend.  Therefore,  my  lord, 
"  you  may  reft  fecure  from  them  ;  thank 
"  Providence  for  having  preferved  the 
"  innocent  child,  and  compofe  yourfelf 
''  to  flcep."  He  would  try.  The  dofc 
"  of  poppies  foon  had  the  defired  effeft, 
"  and  he  forgot  the  world. 

"  My  lord  flept  foundly  four  or  five 
**  hours,  and  when  he  awaked  fent  for 
*'  my  mother,  who  inquired  after  his 
"  health.— «^  I  can  hardly  tell  you, 
*^  madam  ;  I  have  flept,  it  is  true  ;  but 
"  my  dreams  have  been  horrible,  and 

'*  my  imagination  bufily  employed." . 

''  Welti  I  hope,"  returned  my  mother. 

^*How 
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**  How  is  that  poflible,  lady  Markham  ! 
**  but  I  will  iry,  I  will  endeavour, 
"  madam."—"  Endeavour  at  prefcnt, 
"  my  lord,  to  rife  j  it  will  refrefh  you; 
*'  I  will  fend  your  fervant,  and  thcn-at- 
**  send  you  in  the  drawing-room."  In 
^  half  an  hour  my  lord  entered,  but  ap- 
**  pcared  faint  and  weak.  Matilda  and 
*^  i  were  in  the  room,  and  he  confidered 
'^  her  very  attentively.  After  paying 
'^  our  compliments,  my  mother  obfcrved 
«*  that  the  air  would  do  Matilda  good, 
*'  and  fent  us  into  the  parlc 

*'  My  mother  fpoke  very  fifmly  to 
**  lord  Effex.— "  It  is  furely  your  lord- 
'^  (hip's-duty  to  acknowledge  Matilda  as 
^*  your  grand-daughter;  to  fettle  fome- 
*'  thing  upon  her,  and  to  do,  my  lord, 
<«  what  in  faft  you  ought." 

*«  That  child,  madam,  has  been  a 
*«  trouble  to  me  ever  fincc  it  was  born. 

«Mt 
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«^  It  (lands  in  the  way  of  ray  fon's  fortuoe ; 
*'  and  at  prefcnt,  my  good  lady,  I  am 
<*  very  unable  to  think  about  it,"— 
*'  This,"  returned  my  mother,  "  is  the 
"  propcreft  time  that  could  poffibly  pre- 
*<  fcnt  itfclf ;  for  fir  John  will  not  rc- 
*'  turn  this  evening,  and  we  (hall  meet 
*^  with  no  interruption.  Your  fon  is 
«*  abroad  ;  life,  at  bcfl:,  is  held  by  a  very 
"  precarious  tenure.  Acknowledge  Ma- 
«^  tilda's  relation(hip.  In  what  way, 
<*  my  lord,  can  it  poffibly  difgrace  you  ? 
**  Your  principal  cftates  are  fettled  upon 
^'  a  diftant  heir  male  if  your  fon  (hould 
*f  have  none.  I  muft,  my  lord,  have 
«<  fomething  done  for  Matilda." 

"  Is  not  the  allowance  I  make  her 
*'  fufficient,  madam  ?  if  it  be  not,  I 
"  am  willing  to  double  it." — "  You  pay 
"  liberally,  my  lord  j  but  that  is  not  per- 
*'  manent  j  and  the  afFcdion  I  bear  the 

"  dear 
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'*  dear  gid  makes  me  think  of  every 
«^  thing  I  can  for  her  benefit."— «  WeU, 
^*  madam,*'  faid  he  pceviflily,  *^  what 
•*  would  fatisfy  your  friendfliip  ?"— 
*^  Your  full  acknowledgment  of  youc 
**  fon's  marriage,  becaufe  I  wifti  for 
«' juftice." 

**  i  wiU-not  do  that/*  he  replied  in  a 
*rage.  "  I  would  not  do  it  for  the 
f «  world.  What,  the  blood  of  a  Monta* 
«*  cute  to  be  acknowledged  by  EffcxI 
«*  No,  madam." 

«*  What  would  the  blood  of  the  Mon» 
*5  tacutes  think  of  this  day's  tranfadion?** 
**  returned  my  mother.  "  But  come, 
**  my  lord,  I  am  a  woman  of  honour, 
«*  and  you  fliall  find  me  fo.  Here  is  pen, 
**  ink,  and  paper  j  give  me  under  your 
«*  hand  a  fettlement  to  Matilda  of  five 
««  hundred  pounds  a-y  ear  upon  your  cijalp 

VOL,  !•  F  *^  thai? 
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^that  is  not  entailed."  s*i^  I  cannot 
^^  write^  madam  i  mf  mlfiei  is  fo  relaxed^ 
^  that  I  am  entirely  ttk^yfor  ftK:h  bofi- 
^'ficfs  at  prefent." — ^1  am  fofiy  to 
•*  diftrefs  you,  my  lord,  upon  fuch  an 
••'occafion ;  but  will  you  permit  me  to 
«« take  the  pen  ?"  He  nodded  aflent, 
«'  and  ihe  Wrote  an  obligation  from  him 
*  to  Matilda  Devereux,  giving  her  dvt 
•^Jiuiidred  pounds  a-year  in  land,  to 
<^  commence  immediately  after  his  deadii 
••and  this  he  very  reluftantly  figned. 
•'  At  the  fame  time  my  mother  told 
"him,  that  fhe  muft  have  it  properly 
«'  executed  upon  parchment.  Neither 
«*  did  £he  forget  to  put  in  the  Woijds 
••  Maiilda  Devereuk^  my  grand-daugbtfr. 

«*  My  mother  told  the  nurfe  a  long 
••  complex  ;ftory  about  fympatheric 
^  powders  j  and  the  firft  opportunity 
^  adier  ihe  had  received  the  inccUigence, 

"flxc 


^  tst  dtem  the  wfade  houiehold  arovnd 
*f  herein  which  were  inducted  lordEflex's 
f^ScmnU.  The  old  woman  opened  her 
4f  ontbn  by  teUing  them  of  a  wonderful 
^^  powder  that  my  lord  bad  broi^ht  fronoi 
'^  beyond  lea>  which  was  contrived  by  8 
^^  conjmor  on  purpoie  for  the  ^mily  of 
^f  Devcreux  $  that  her  lady»  not  exaAly 
f*  knowing  its  virtues^  had  given  a  little 
'*  of  it  to  l\er  kinfwoman  Miis  Matilda^ 
"^'^nd  that  the  virtue  of  the  medicine^ 
^  not  agreeing  with  heo  had  flown^ouc 
•*  of  her  blood  into  lord  Effcx*s,  and  if 
^'  they  had  not  given  him  a  good  dofe  in 
•*  the  nick  of  time  to  operate  properly, 
**  he  would  firft  have  gone  mad  and  then 
*'  died.  They  ftarcd,  made  their  feparate ' 
*^  comments,  and  told  it  with  additions 
**  and  improvements  in  their  own  way 
**  to  theu:  feveral  acquaintance. 

**  My  father  returned  next  day,  and 

**was  extremely  diftreffcd  by  theac- 

Ft  ^*  count 
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*'  count  given  him  by  the  fcrvant  if?hor 
^'tookhb  horfe;  but  till  he  got  into 
^'  the  houfe,  he  could  not  make  out 
^^  what  was  the  matter.  My  inothel' 
*^  then  told  him,  in  the  prefence  of  lord 
**  Effcx,  that  it  was  a  fainting-fit  which 
^'  had  alarmed  them  exceedingly;  and 
**  his  lordftiip  declared  he  was  pcrfedlly 
<<  recovered,  thanks  to  lady  Markham's 
^  good  nurfing.i 

*«  Two  years  paflcd  with  little  or  no 
"  variation  J  [my  mother  entertained  cer- 
*'  tain  opinions  rcfpeding  lord  EIIcZj 
**  but  thofe  Ihe  chofe  to  confine  to' her 
«'  own  brcaft.  Matilda  improved  daily; 
*«  her  good-nature,  cheerfulnefs,  wit, 
«<  vivacitj;,  and  beauty  made  her  the 
«  darling  of  our  family;  my  father  per- 
««  ceived  that  his  eldcft  fon  was  extremely 
<«  partial  to  her ;  and,  as  a  man  of]  ho- 
f«  nour,  thought  better  to  check  it,  con- 

*^  fidering 
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*«  fideringiMatilda  as  the  grand-daughter 
i*  of  bis  friend,  and  at  the  fame  time 
**  recoUcding  the  difference  of  their 
**  rank  and  probable  fortune.  My  bro- 
**  ther  (hewing  .  gn  inclination  for  the 
*'  army,  lord  EfTex  procured  him  a 
**  fuhaltcrn's  commiflion,  and  he  was  fent 
**  to  the  Low  Countries,  where  he  was 
**  cut  off  before  Zutphen  at  the  age  of 
«'  nineteen.  We  were  all  much  affcdlcd 
**  by  this  lofs,  and  it  was  a  confiderablc 
'•  time  before  my  father  recovered  his 
*'  fpirits.  Matilda  was  greatly  concern- 
?•  cd,  though  ignorant  of  the  true  mo- 
"  tivc  of  his  being  a  foldicr.  **  Ah,  my 
^^*  dcar'lfabclla  !"  fhe  faid  in  an  agony 
.•*  of  grief,  ffyour  Williami  your  dear 
«^:WiiHacri  is.  gone  !  I  loved  him  with 
•5  the  affection  i)f  a  fifter;  what  can  I  do 
^*  now;,  but  transfer  that  fricndfliip  to  you 
•^  and  fliy  d^ar  lady  -Markham,  as  the 
^xmly:  friends  I  have  in  the  world  !"— ** 
F  3  "What, 
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"  Whi{>  ii  not  my  father  your  friend  ?** 
**  Tcsj,  your  father  is  a  very  finccrc 
*'  friend  to  me ;  but  I  have  not  that  ar- 
*'  dent  aiBfcaion  for  him  which  I  feel  for 
•*  lady  Markham  and  you/' 

•«  Lord  Eflex  grew  very  infirni,  and 
"  very  morofc  i  the  deed  was  executed 
"  upon  parchment  in  all  its  proper 
^  forms,  and  he  gave  it  to  my  mother, 
^*  whajuft  looked  in  it  to  fee  that  the 
^<  fum  ijpecified  was  rigbt>  and  went  to 
*«  her  cabinet  to  give  him  the  other ; 
•*  but  the  key  was  loftj^  and  (he  fent 
"  for  a  pcrfon  to  break  it  open.  My 
**  lord  faid,  it  was  of  no  confequence  j  he 
^'  ihould  fee  her  again  foooj,  and  would 
**  then  receive  the  paper.  The  ncxc 
"  day  the  key  was  founds  my  mother 
"  fcntafpeciai  meflcnger  with  thedced^ 
^  and^  as  fhe  was«  at  leifure,  thought 
"  proper  to  read  it  before  flie  depofi^d 
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<<  ic  la  her  cabinet.  She  found  all  0ie  < 
y  wi£he4  except  the  infertion  of  Matilda 
"  Devereux  my  relathtiy  inftead  of 
V  Matilda  Devereux  my  grand-daughter. 
«« I  was  with  her  in  the  room,  and  (he 
"  was  h  provoked,  that  flie  vented  her 
<^  anger  aloud^  termed  him  a  villain,  and 
♦*  determined  to  prove  her  power  over 
"  him  by  having  it  infertcd  exadly  as 
••  flie  thought  proper. 

.  '*  But,  alas,  what  are  all  our  fchemes 
*<  in  this  world  !  fleeting  as  the  clouds 
<^  whith  are  continually  padingover  our 
*'  heads.  Lord  Effex  grew  worfe  j  my 
?*  father  iaw  him  a  day  or  two  before  he 
**  expired,  and  when  he  came  home 
*'  told  my  mother  that  he  was  furc 
'^^  my  lord  was  fit  for  a  better  world. 
"  She  (hook  her  head.  «  He  is,'*  faid 
*^  my  father,  "  if  repentance  and  con- 
**  trition  arc  right ;  and  we  are  taught 
F 4    ^'  !^* from 
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••  from  our  carlieft  infancy  to  be* 
**  lievc  they  are  fo.  But  one  thing 
*•  puzzles  me,  Ifabella,  extremely : 
^*  what  can  it  be  that  afFcfts  him  fo 
•*  much  ?  I  have  known  him  many 
**  years ;  I  knew  him  to  be  haughty  and 
*'  imperious ;  yet  I  ever  knew  him  juft, 
**  generous,  and  charitable.  What, 
•*  therefore,  can  afFeft  him  ?  He  always 
•*  feemed  to  me  to  have  more  virtues 
^*  and  fewer  vices  than  any  man  I  was 
*•  ever  acquainted  with." — "  It  is  im- 
*«  poflible  for  you  to  guefs,  my  dear  fir 
•*  John  ;  he  may  have  fome  undivulgcd 
**  crimes ;  and,  though  a  man  may  live 
**  an  athcift,  yet  he  can  never  die  jone. 
*•  Lord  EflTcx  was  particularly  cautious 
**  about  .entering  into  convcrfations  in 
"  which  religion  had  any  thing  to  do  j 
**  I  never  heard  him  touch  upon  the 
**  fubjcft  more  than  twice  j  and  he  fccra- 

«ed 
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••  cd  to  have  very  little,  which  made 
f*  him  particularly  diiagreeable  to  me/* 

*•  I  have  thought,*'  replied  my  father^ 
*«  particularly  within  thefe  few  years, 
*•  notwithftanding  that  he  has  ever  been 
^^  liberal  of  his  money  to  Matilda,  and 
••made  you  fo  many  handfoiiie  pre- 
^*fcnts— "  Here  a  ftrvant  entered 
•*  with  a  letter,  whi9h  informed  them 
*•  that  lord  Eflex  was  dead,  and  that  the 
**  Reward  wi(hed«tofee  my  fethcr,  as 
•*  the  young  lord  was  abfent.  My  fa- 
•*  ther  .went  tQ  the  caftle  ;  he  was  con^ 
•^  fulted  about  and  attended  the  funeral, 
••and  wrote. an  account  of  my  lord's 
••  dcccafc  to  his  fon* 

•'  My  mother  opened  the  melancholy 

••*  affair-o^  her  grandfather's  death  tO' 

••  Matilda,  foothed,  confolcd,  and  com^ 

^^*  forted  her  j  and  then  exprefled  great 

F5  •'joy 
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••joy  in  the  hope  fbc  had,  of  footr  (c'cing 
*  her  io  apfx>per  fitfifltioR,by  her  father's 
•*  arrival  in  England^  wha  would,  na* 
^  doubt,  fiitw  her  to  ihe  world  as4iis 
«<  dai^hter,  and  not  (as  my  mother 
^  exprefled  herfelf )  the  diftant  rel^oa 
^<  of  fir  John  Markham'a  wife.  Ma« 
*«  tilda  had  been  feme  ytdits  informed 
'^  of  her  birth  and  ccxilequence  m  the 
<<  world  i  but,  contrary  to  my  mother^ 
*^wi(he'$,  her  fpirks  were  depccff^d 
«*  whenever  fiic  converfed  abouc  hct 
'^  fortune  and  fituation ;  and  when  my 
«^  mother  was  holding  up  high  birth, 
^  great  wealth,  and  their  attendant  com* 
•*  fequcnces,  flie  would  figh  and  lay, 
«  My  dear  madam,  how  can  I  be  hap* 
*'  pier  than  I  am  at  prefcnt  ?  I  would 
•*  rather  be  a  diftant  relation  of  yours 
*<  than  a  duchefi,  provided  I  had  a 
**  little  fortune  to  prevent  my  being  buiw 
^  df nfome  to  you*    I  have  now  that 

**  fortune  i 
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^  fortune  j  fo  far  my  wiflies  arc  an* 
«  fwered ;  and  you  and  my  dear  IfabclIaF 
«Vare  the  comforts  of  my  Ufc.  I  have 
«^  now  every  thing  that  I  caneiiher  want 
V  or  wifli/' 

*•  Content,  my  dear  Matttda,''  replied 

^  my  mother,  <<  is  the  greatcft  blefling 

^  this  world  cai>  give j  and  when  we 

^  have  health  and  competence,  a  palace 

^  ori«a  cottage  will  be  much  the  fame 

^*  diingr    But  why  (hould  a  young  wo- 

^  maft  like   you  defpife  what  all  the 

^  world  feta  a  value  upon  ?"—  "  Bc- 

^  eaufey  my  dear  madam,  I  am  now^ 

^  bappy,  and  every  ftep  I;  m^t  take 

**  towards  greatnefr  would,    I    think^ 

^  make  me  le&  fo.'^ 

••Lord    Effex  returned f   and    the 

^  pleafing  found  of^laJy  MaHlda  mbtzt^ 

^  ed  in  my  mother's  ears  i,  but  ihe  dared 

F  6  ,     **  not 
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**  not  make  ufc  of  the  appellation  with-  . 
*^  out  the  carl's  leave.    After  paying  his 
^  duty  to  the  queen,  he  came  to  my  fii- 
**  ther's,  and  found  bis  daughter  one  of 
*'  the  mod  beautiful  young  women  in 
**  die  world,  and  poffcffed  of  that  cer- 
<<  tain  elegance  and  grace  which  atcrafts 
**  everybody   and  which    nobody  can 
•*  define.  —  Lord  Effex  was  wonderfully 
**  plcafcd  with  her,  and  told  my  mother 
*«  that  it  would  be  the  pride  of  hi«  life 
*^  to  introduce  her  at  court  -,  but  added^ . 
**  I  am  upon  fuch  terms  with  my  royal 
«*  miftrefs  at  prefent,  that  my  having 
**  been  married  might  not  be  agreeable 
*•  to  her.     Therefore,   Marilda,  if  you 
*'  are  happy  with  thefe  good  friends,  fir 
*•  John  and  lady  Markham,  ftay  with 
*^thems    or  I  will  fend  you  to  lady 
*<  Coniers,  who  is  a  diftant  relation  of 
*'  lady  Markham's,  who  knows  you  only 
*^  as  fuch  ',  and  nothing  farther  would  I 
14  **  have 
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**  have  known  at  prcfcnt,  though  I  hope 
*'  foon  to  take  you  into  the  world,  with 
*'  all  the  fplendor  that  Ihould  accooipanf 
'^thc  beloved  daughter  ofEffex." 

**  My  father  did  not  furvivc  this 
•*  period  more  than  a  year,  I  believe. 
«« The  death  of  his  friend  lord  Effex 
*'  hailened  his.  We  remained  in  the 
**  femily-houfe,  as  my  elder  brother  was 
*•  not  married,  and  the  younger  was  at 
«^  college,  being  intended  for  the  church, 
"^.The  younger  children's  fortunes  were 
*«  fmall  J  my  mother  had  a  gentlc- 
*'  woman's  jointure ;  Matilda  lived  with 
"  us,  and  we  did  extremely  well.  Lord 
•«  Eilex  was  generous,  nay  liberal  in  the 
**.  extreme.  My  mother  hoarded  up 
«'  the  income  of  her  jointure  every  year; 
««  and  lord  Effex  was  perpetually  mak- 
«^  ing  Matilda  magnificent  prefents  of 
•^jewels,  telling  her  at  the  fame  iknc^ 

"  that 
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^  xhMt  (he  would  icon  want  them  on  the 
^  occafioa  of  her  introduflion  at  court* 
^  But  he  was  too  much  involved  in  polW 
^  tics  and  bufinefs  to  attend  to  this  after* 
^^  wards^  though  he  had  a  great  afccndr 
•«  imcy  over  the  queen. 

*'  He  called  one  day,  and  told  mjr 
**  mother  that  he  was  come  to  ileal  me 
•'  away ;  that  one  of  the  maids  of  ho* 
**  nour  was  married,  and  the  queen  had 
*^  been  graciouily  plealed  to  nominaoe 
•^  me  to  the  honour  of  fuccccding  ber.^ 
•*  My  mother  was  in  raptures  at  this 
•*  event,  though  it  was  not  fo  with  Ma* 
♦*  tilda  and  myfelf f  but  when  we  found 
**  my  mother  confidercd  this  appoint 
•*  ment  fo  very  advantageous  to  me,  we 
"  gave  it  up ;  and  my  lord  promifed  ta 
*  intercede  with  the  queen  to  permit 
•^  me  to  fpend  one  month  in  the  year 
"  with  my  mother,  in  which  he  fuc- 
^^  cecded^  and  I  went  to  courts  counting 

"  the 
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^^  the  months,  weeks^  and^  days,^  to^  the 
''time  iK^hich  was  to  bring  the  h^ppy 
•^  period  that  I  fliould  pafs  with  them* 

^  I  fapported  my  fituation  with  iati& 
^^  fadUon  to  mj  royal  miftreis,  and  law 
^^  my  mother  and  Matilda  every  year  m 
«^^.  the  month  of  Ai%uft, 

*^  The  times  now  grew  boifteroia^ 
^^  Efficz  courted  popularity^  and  wa» 
*^^blamed  and  applauded  as  people's^ 
"^  minds  ii^gefted :  at  length  his  &te  was 
^^dectded^  and  that  alKaccomplifhed 
'^nobleman  was  beheaded.  This  blow 
'^  was  ttrribk  to  Matilda  s  ihe  had  now 
'^  no  ftther>  no  protefton  Hrhad  ever 
<<<  eg^refled  great  afiedion  for  her>  and 
^  had  given  her  a  number  of  jewels^ 
^  but  nothing  ferther  ^  and  it  was  happy 
^  for  her»  that  my  mother  had  got  the 
'^&ttlement«     As  the  eftate  was  in 

'*  other 
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•'  Other  hands,  my  mother  was  the  onl/ 
«*  pcrfon  Ihc  had  to  look  up  to, 

**^  Matilda  had  been  addreflcd  by 
**  many  young  inch  of  family  anS  fbr- 
"  tunc ;  but  her  father  had  entertained 
**  fuch  high  hopes  of  himfcl^  that  he 
*^  rejefted  them  all  through  my  mother, 
*^  as  not  one  of  them  confidercd  her 
'*  otherwife  than  as  her  relation.  The 
<'  world  fuppofed  that  Eflex  ccrtaudy 
"flattered  himfelf  .the  qvecn  wofild 
"  marry  him*  What  a  change  at  laft  I 
/*  The  Devereux  eftate  went  toa  c|ifl»iit 
^^  relation ;  and  he  had  fuppprted;|hift 
*^  dignity  in  fuch  a  princely  xnanner> 
•^^  that  his  peribnals.did  not  quite,  pay 
'<  hi3  debts.'  He  was  an  afqbicious^ 
*'  proud,  uncertain  man,  fond,  of  po- 
«^  pularity  and.thc  ^appkufc  of  ttje  pul- 
'^  titude;  and  that  was' his  ruin.  .  Hk 
"  pcrfon  was  remarkably  h^DdijQiiXQ  and 

"  dignified  s 
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'*  dignified;  but  there  was  no  depend- 
*'  ing  upon  him;  he  did  not  poffefs 
*'  true  dignity  of  foul ;  for  what  is  every 
*'  natural  grace  or  acquired  accomplilh- 
'^  mcnt,  without  that  honourable  firm- 
**  ncfs  which  diftinguifhes  a  noble  from 
*'  a  common  mind  ? 

^^  My  mother  lamented  lord  Effcx 
**  C3^tremcly,  on  account  of  my  bro- 
**  thcrs ;  and  in  all  probability,  had  he 
*^  lived,  he  would  have  been  either  the 
**  raifing  or  ruin  of  them.  She  had  ufcd 
*«  aH  her  art,  by  frequent  writing  and 
*«  convcfrfations,  to  keep  up  his  atten- 
**  tion  to  the  promifcs  he  had  given 
«*  her. — She  alfo  interefted  herfclf  fo 
^^  much  in  Matilda's  affairs,  that  the 
^^  world  began  to  fay,  that  (he  was  lord 
**  Efiex's  natural  daughter;  and,  they 
«^  talked  fo  freely  upon  the  fubjedt,  that 
^^  my  mother  wilhed  to  fet  them  right 
^■■-  "by 
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*•  by  produciog  the  certificate  of  the 
f' marriage  I  but  Matilda  would  not^ 
"  permit  it.  **  What  does  it  figoify,** 
fhe  would  fay,  <^  whofe  daughter  I  am^ 
•*  when  I  have  you  for  my  friend,  oiy 
*^  more  than  mother  ?  I  am  fatisfi^d, 
'*  my  dear  lady  Markham  5  I  have  a 
*^  competency,  and  what  could  the  world 
**  giye  me  ?  No,  jio  j  the  world  would 
P  give  me  nothing,  in  all  probability,  but 
**  rcflcdtionjs  upon  the  fate  of  my  father/* 
•^"  My  dear  Matilda,  the  world  ought 
«'  to  give,  and  will  give  lady  Matilda 
**  Dcvercux  her  due ;  and  I  hope  to 
••  convince  you  that  I  am  right." 

<*  I  went  at  the  ufual  time  to  pafs  the 
"  happy  month  with  my  mother  and  mjr 
**  friends,  and  found,  to  my  great  grief, 
*^  the  former  very  much  broken.  From 
**  a  remarkably  fpirited  adlivc  woman, 
« ibe  vfM  become  low  and  dulh  an4 

^^  mgleded 
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^  negleded  her  BSkin.  It  was  with  £f- 
^'  ficukjr  we  could  perfuade  her  to  walk 
'^  10  an  orchard,  once  a  fiivourite  place^ 
'*  and  where  (he  had  been  making  im- 
"  provements  for  fome  years  ;  in  ihort» 
^^  flie  feemed  not  long  for  this  world. 
«  One  day,  as  we  were  fitting  together  j 
<^  and  I  was  endeavouring  to  entertain 
'^  her  with  the  hiftpry  and  anecdotes  of 
^  the  court,  which  fhe  uied  to  bet  fond 
^^  of  hearing,  (he  ftopped  me  by  frying^ 
^  My  dear  Ifabella,  I  have  fomething 
'^  to  fay  to  you  and  Matilda  i  if  you  love 
'*  your  mother,  attend,--!  feel  as  if  I 
*^were  not  permitted  to  remain  long 
««  with  you.  —  My  ftrcngth  decreafes, 
^  like  dew  before  the  fun.— Let  me,  if 
«*  rime  will  admit,  talk  ferioufly  to  you 
•«  bothw— I  have,  Ifabella,  favcd  fomc 
*«  money,  which  I  have  equally  divided 
••  between  you  and  Thomas.  Henry 
^  inherits  my  jointure  i  and  I  wiih  he 
•  <<  were 
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*'  were  married,  that  this  houfe  might  bi 
•*  a  proper  afylum  for  my  dear  MatildSi 
,*«  A  finglc  woman,  like  you,  always 
«*  wants  a  proteftor. — But  when  I  am 
••  rone,  mv  relation,  ladv  Corners,  will 
"  rccei%T  you  into  her  family ;  and  if 
«  you  will  take  the  advice  of  a  finccre 
«*  and  a  parting  friend,  permit  Ifabella  to 
^  have  the  care  of  your  papers,  and  the 
**  ccrtincaK  of  your  mother's  ma^riage^ 
«*  a$  I  am  fure  her  affirdion  for  you  will 
**  prr fcne  them  «  trwfurcs.  —  And 
•*  Tv^vr,  n*y  dear  chisdrx^n,  1  have  done 
'•v:r-  this  w.-HcV  —  Wc  wiflicd  CO 
^'^  !crx?  rVr  r.*y  br.^rhrr?.  «  No,**  Ihc 
**  fiN:,  -^^  ;:  vc^'^'i  r.irry  :'">eni  and  me 
««nw— !  >r.re  b«r  cx^i  *?r  !^odiirig 
•*  V-r  Iwv"  :'tr?.  ir^.:  ::  «ii.  h?  a  ^^^PF^* 
'^  r>f  i  r.^  «T  :rr  o.^ur.  ro  r^-i. — Take 
**  ov:  c:^  :-v  cih>»*:  rr^r  r^^p^rs  which 
**  iv:o-c  <v  Mi^lVj: :  r>r.:>  oc  HOC  cois 
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"  injunaions  of  your  mother,  to  -keep 
«  them  fafc." 

"  The  exertion  fhc  made  occafioncd 

••  her  to  faint.  •  We  hoped  it  would  be 

**  foon  over,  and  that  flie  would  be 

**  better  s  we  thought  fhe  began  to  re-: 

^^  vive,  when  fuddenly,  fixing  her  eyes 

^^  upon  us,  fhe  preffed  our  hands  and 

*^  expired, — Our  afflidlion  and  furprife 

**  were  unbounded;  we  could  not  believe 

*^  what  had  happened  -,  for  (he  had  not 

"  been.  wl)at  might  be  called  ill.    It  is 

** true,  for  a  few  weeks  Ihe  drooped, 

'."and  fcemed  difpirited;  but  Ihe  was 

"only   fixty,    and    wias,'a   year    back 

"  much  more  adtive  than  many  women 

"  of  thirty. — The  adivity  of  her  mind, 

Vl  believe,  impaired  her  ftrengtb,  ^nd 

"  her  conftitution  could  no  longer  fup- 

'^  port  that  mental  labour  which  Ihe  fd 

^  many  years  exerted. 

"  I  wrote 
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*  «« I  wrote  to  lady  Coniers  t6  infbnur 
*'  her  of  my  mother's  rcqucft;  tod  Ihc 
<<  feemed  much  pleafed  at  the  thoughts 
•*  of  receiving  Matilda  into  her  houte. 
^  I  was  not  much  acquainted  with  her^ 
•*  but  I  thought  myfelf  happy  in  having 
^^  my  friend  fixed  in  a  refpeftableiimily. 
«« The  only  circumftancc  which  give 
^*me  pain  was>  that  they  lived  at  ^ 
^^  greater  diftance  from  the  court  thaa 
«^  my  mother;  yet  I  had  hopejs  that  my 
^  royal  millreis  would  permit  me  to 
*^  pay  my  annual  vifit  to  jady  Coniers^ 
^*  who  had  given  me  a  prefling  invita« 
»'  tion  to  that  cffeft.— Matilda  kept  her 
^'jewels^  and  I  carried  her  parchments 
*♦  with  me  to  the  court. 

^«  The  following  autumn  the  queen 
*»  gracioufly  gave  me  leave  to  vHit  Ma- 
^  tilda,  which  journey  I  performed  with 
^*  a  light  heart,  and  was  received  by  tier 

*'  with 
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«with  picafurc.  When  I  arrived, 
^  the  lady  of  the  houfe  was  abfcnt  for 
*5  two  days.  —  I  fettled  my  ftewardfliip 
**  with  Matilda  for  the  year.  As  the 
*' cftatc  lay  in  a  diftant  county,  I 
••  was  obliged  to  prove  my  right  to  re- 
^  cciye  the  rents^  and  had  employed  an 
^*  agent  in  town  for  chat  purpofe.  —  Wc 
*'  palled  the  days  of  lady  Coniers'  ab-. 
^*  fence  in  the  molt  delightful  manner, 
^^  rambling  through  the  woods,  and 
'^  fitting  and  converfing  upon  the  banks 
*^  in  the  com  fields,  as  the  feafbn  was 
•^  extremely  fine,  and  the  corn  ripe.  In 
««  the  courie  of  our  converfations  I  ex- 
^  preiSed  a  hope  that  (he  was  happy  in 
♦*  lady  Coniers*  fociety.  —  "  As  happy 
^  as  I  can  be,  my  dear  Ifabella,  now  our 
^  good  mother  is  no  mores  but  fhe  was 
^f  a  fuperior  being,  lady  Coniers  is  a 
*^  common  one,  and  therefore  not  fo 
^  attraftive  to  your  friend.    I  have  no 

«  difiikc 
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^  diflike  to  lady  Coniers ;  but  (he  doet^ 
^  not  feem  to  have  many  fine  feelingt 
'^  about  her,  and  is  not  veiy  anxious- 
««  whether  The  pleafcs  or  not.  —  But  flic 
^^  does  not  ofiend,  and  leaves  me  to  do 
^^  every  thing  I  like,  except  one,  and  I 
^  am  very  well  contented.  I  wifli  yea 
^  would  marry,  Ilabella,  that  I  migfic 
"  live  with  you."  —  *^  Pray  indulge  my 
«^  curiofity,  and  inform  me  what  that 
^<  one  thing  is  which  is  difagreeable  to 
"you."— "A  trifle;  (he  encourages 
*'  her  fon  to  make  love  to  me,  and  the 
««  education  Ihe  has  given  him  is  notia 
"  good  by  a  great  deal  as  that  which  he 
<'  gives  his  dog  or  his  horfe.  This  is  a 
<<  mere  trifle ;  I  believe  the  young  maa 
^*  has  a  good  heart,  and  might  have  gone 
<*  through  life  very  well  had  ht  been 
«*  properly  brought  up  i  for  I  never  fiiw 
V  any  thing  vicious  about   him."  —  I 

«  wUhed 
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^*  wifhed  her  joy  of  the  conqucft,  and 
•*  hoped  to  fee  the  conquered* 

^*  Lady  Coniers  was  a  widow  of  forty- 
^  five ;  a  very  well-looking  woman  -, 
**  laid  Ihe  was  ten  years  younger  than 
**  was  really  the  truth ;  dreffed  well ; 
"  kept  a  good  table,  and  had  been  laying 
•*  fnarcs  for  the  heart  of  an  old  lord,  her 
"  neighbour,  for  five  years,  without 
"  being  tired  i  had  a  great  deal  of  dre fs, 
"  and  what  is  called  clcvernefs, 

^  She  received  me  very  politely,  and 
"  introduced  me  to  her  fon,  who  faid, 
♦*  Faith,  coufin,  you  are  a  fine  girl 
•*  enough ;  but  no  more  like  my  dear 
*^  Matilda  than  an  apple  is  like  att 
**  oyfter."  —  "  As  an  apple  is  not  like 
"  an  oyfter  in  any  fhape,''  I  replied, 
"  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  wc  are  both 
"  charming  in  our  way."  — *•  *^  No,  you 

VOL.  I.  G  «^  arc 
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^^  arc  not  fo  handfome  as  Matilda  5  theft 
*^  is  as  much  diflFcrencc  between  you  a« 
**  there  is  between  mother  Huggins -s 
.**  market  horfc  and  Lofty  my  hunter."-^ 
/*  And  which  do  you  prefer,  Lofty  or 
«  Matilda  ?"  —  «  Why,  Matilda  in  this 
*'  room,  and  Lofty  when  the  hounds  arc 
*^  out  i  you  muft  be  a  great  fool  not  to 
"  guefsatthat;  but  I  find  you  could  notj 
•*  with  all  your  wit  ft-om  court."  — 
**  You  are  remarkably  polite,  Mr.  Co- 
"  niers,"^  I  returned,  "  and  fo"  full  of 
"  flafhes  of  wit,  that  the  people  at  court 
*^  could  not  withftand  you  ten  minutes/* 
*'  But  they  (hall,"  he  replied,  "  for  I 
•*  am  to  go  there  foon,  to  get  the  old 
"  woman  to  lay  the  fword  acrofs  my 
.  **  fhouldcr,  and  then  I  ftall  be  as  good 
"  a  knight  as  the  bcft  of  them."  — 
*'  You  muft  go  to  the  wars  as  foon  as 
*^  you  receive  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
*^  to  try  your  fword  and  your  fpurs."  — 

«*  My 


**  Myfpurs  I-havc  feftch-  tried  J'n  a  long 
**  chafe/*  —  "  rdo  not  doubt  it  j  but  if 
'^  by  your  behaviour  you  do  not  do  ere- 
**  -dit  to  your  knighthood^  the  queen V 
^^  cook  wilL  have  the  employment  of 
^-  ciimng;thcm  off/'  — "  Youarc  taik- 
^^  ing,  my  dear  couCn,  of  what  William 
f*  knwjS.  nothing,  about/*  —  "But.  he 
^*  Diay,ia  time/'  faid  lady  Conicrs. 

"  )'  ... 

-    .<<.Lwas  one  day  lamenting  to  lady 

*^  Coiiicrsj  that  Matilda  had  not  the  ad* 

?•  dotages  which  her  birth  demanded  1 

•*  fear  you  know>  lady  Coniers,  who  (he 

^*  is;"  —  «  Oh^yes,  very  well,  my  dear  j 

?lhc  was  daughter  to   the  old    lord 

z  Eflcx/' — ,"  No,,  madam,"  I  returned, 

*•  &e  was  daughter  to  that  unfortunate 

**  nobleman  Robert'  earl  of  Eflcx/*  — 

V  No  fuch  thing,;child  i  you  are  wonder- 

"  fully  naiftaken/' --"  lam  not,  ma, 

?dami  m^  inpthcrha4)  the- certificate 

,  03  "of 
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*^  of  thtir  mairiage  i  you  know  he  maiv 
<<  ried. Matilda  BrownCj  a.i:eladoD  of 
^^  lord  Moncacute's,  who  died  fooa  after 
V  Madlda  waa  bom." 

^  You  are  certainly  mad^  my  dear/' 
^  returned  her  ladyfhip ;  *^  flic  was 
f«  daughter  to  the  old  lord  Effezy  and 
•*  I  know  you  to  be  a  very  clever  dif^ 
<*  creet  young  woman  s  nay^  I  have  heaid 
«*  people  who  are  much  about  the  court 
«<  fay»  that  the  queen  has  expreflfed  id 
^<  much.  — -  But  I  am  to  blame,  IfabeHa ; 
^  I  ought  to  keep  that  fecret  tomyfelf  j 
««  yet  it  concerns  you  s  —but  it  ihall  die 
«*  with  me  s  for  I  do  not  think  it  alto* 
^  gether  right  to  divulge  the  folly,  dot 
^  to  &y  wickednefi,  of  our  relations^ ' 

••  I  was  extremely  furprifed.  ««  For 
^  heaven's  ikke,  madam,  what  can  yoa 
?^  mem  ?^—**  Why,  my  meamng  is, 

**  what 
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*'  what  every  body  has  known  for 
*' years." -i— **  Do,  tell  me,  my  dear 
'<  lady  Coniers ;  for  you  make  me 
^<  miferable  at  I  know  not  what/' 


(  ^<  WeH  tben^  if  you  muft  know,  I  will 

^  inform  you.    The  young  woman  in 

-f*  thirhoufe  is  not  the  legitimate  daugh- 

?*  tcr  of  the  carl:  of  Effex.     No  fuch 

**  ^ng ;  Mattida  is  the  daughter  of  the 

«« bW  lord,  -and  her  mother  was  yours  i 

^all  the  world  fufpeflfced  it;  and  you 

■^Itnow  how  very  kind  he  was  to  yow 

^'iaihilyj  what  prefents  he  made  them> 

"  and  was  for  ever  making  to  you  alU 

*^  Your  mother,  dear  coufin,  when  fhc 

•'found  herfelf  decHning,  poor  woman, 

"  fhewed  tne  the  fettlemcnt  that  lord 

**  Effex    made  upon   Matilda,  and    I 

*<  could  fee  plain  enough,  by  his  terming 

^  her  his  relation,  that  the  world  was 

03  *'  righU 
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**  right.   Lady  Markham,  your  rfiothcf, 

"  my  dtSLVi  wasf'ccrtainly  a  dcver  Mrdi 

"  man,  ahd  managed  this  buGnfefs  Wellj 

**  for  which  1  give  her  iiribouhdfedcre- 

*^  dit ;  for  if  flie  had  not,  your  father 

•*  would  have  been  byrthencld  Itvith  ano- 

"  ther  child,  which  would  not  havebeefi 

■*  very  convenient  to  him ;  for  he  was 

"iieither  very  rich  nor  j  very  prudent, 

••*  poor  man  !    but  your  •mother  Kept 

"  every  thing  cleverly  together,' and  this 

"  was  the  only  fbHy  I  ever  heard- of  her. 

:**  committing,   and  I  don't  doubt  but 

/*  (he  was  very  much  in  pocket  by  it/^ 

"  At  the  end  of  this  fpeech,  I  arofe 

^^  out  of  my  chairs  ftamped-about  the 

**  room  like  a  mad  woman ;   reviled 

**  her  in  the  bittereft   terms  pofllbles 

;*'  vowed  it  was  all  a  fabrication  of  her 

.**  own,  apd  called  down  vengeance  upon 

/^  her  for  daring  to  utter  fuch  a  falfehood 

"  againft 
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"  againft  the  charaftcrs  of  people  who 
**  were  not  alive  to  defend  thcmfelvcs. 
**  I  told  her,  that  I  had  in  my  poffeffiort' 
"  the  certificate  of  carlEfTcx's  marriage 
"  with  Matilda  Browne  ;  and,  in  fliort, 
*'  I  was  fo  much  agitated,  as  nearly  to 
"  faint :  a  friendly  flood  of  tears  relieved 
•*  me,  and  when  I  was  a  little  recover- 
V  cd,  I  proceeded  thus  : 

*^  If  you  thinks  lady  Conicrs,  as  your 

**7Sry  5  if  you  really  believed  Matilda  to' 

■•  be  lord  Eflcx*s  natural  daughter,wou!d 

«« you  wifli  your  only  fon  to  marry  her  ? 

H  No  5  with  his  great  fortune,  you  would 

•*  certainly  have  him  conncfted    witb 

•'  fomc  young  woman  of  high  birth  ; 

"  and  from  my  foul  I  bclieye  that  tho 

"  chief  reafon  for  your  wifliing  him  to 

"  marry  her,  is,  your  full  aflurancc  that 

"  flic  is  the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Eflcx 

**  and  Matilda  Browne  \  and  you  would, 

04  "  were 
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**JViere  /he  wife  to  your  fon,  mould 
V  roiucthing  out  of  it.  —  This  i&  my 
¥  Qpinioo  of  you/' 

.  *'  She  replied  very  coolly,  '^  My 
<*  dear  Ifabclla,  you  arc  quite  in  hero- 
**  icks,  and  I  cxpeft  every  minute  to  fee 
••  fome  valorous  knight,  mounted  upon 
"  a  flying  courfer,  come  to  your  refcuc  j 
•*  but  compofe  yourfelf.  When  thefe 
«'  things  have  been  whifpered  about, 
•*  which  I  affurc  you  they  have,  been 
^*  very  much,  I  have  ever  defended 
**  my  ecu  fin  Mark  ham  to  the  laft  word^ 
<*  and  always  took  particular  care  to.ob- 
«*  viate  every  thing  which  could  be  urged 
"  againft  her ;  and  I  do  not  dpubt  but 
*^  the  world  thinks  me  a  fool  to  allow 
"  my  fon,  who  is  fo  much  fuperior  in 
•'  fiDrtune,  and  of  a  family  as  good  as 
"  hers,  to  think  of  marrying  her,  who- 

*'  ever 


^^  tret  fhc  may  have  fprUng  from.  But> 
^  to  eonvmce  you  that  I  wi(h  my  dear 
<f  coufin  to  be  entinely  exculpated  from 
'^  the  charge  laid  againfl:  her^  do  lend  me 
^  the  certificate' df  the  marriage^  (which 
**  fcallbc  fafeiy  returned,)  that  I  ma/ 
•*fhewit  to  xhofe  who  think  evil  of 
«  her  5  for  that  will  efFectually  convince 
*«  them,  and  they  will  no  longer  diC- 
^  tonour  her  memory.'^ 

'  •*  No,  madam,***  I  returned  ;  ^  my 
*' mother  was  virtuous;  —  my  mother 
**  never  defamed  her  neighbours;  —  my 
"mothcfy  lady  Conicrs,  never  dared 
**  fey  a  thing  which  was^not  true,  —  nor 
••do  a  thing  (he  dared  not  juftify.— 
**  And  the  certificate  I  will  keep  myfelC 
•*  A  time  may  come  when  it  will  proba- 
^*  bly  be  of  the  firft  confequencc  to  my 
«  friend/^ 

05  •'I  tbcJI 
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**!  (lien  ftalfced  out  of  the  rooms' 
^^  and  as  1  pafled  along  the  galleiyi' 
**  Matilda  met  me*  .1  was  difturbcd,- 
«'  and  Ihe  wanted  mudi  to  know,  th^ 
«'  caufe.  I  told  hcTi  that  I  had  bCC» 
''  talking  with  lady  Coniers  about  mf 
•Vniothcr,  whofc  mcmpry ,  was  &>  dear 
*'  to  me  i  that  my  fituation  in  Mfe 
*'  preventing  me  from  feeing  thofc  who 
*'  knew  her^  and  were  acquainted  with 
"  her  virtues,  my  fpirits  were  therefore 
*^  much  agitated  by  the  converliu 
^<  don  I  had  had  with  lady  Coniers; 
**  Another  caufe  of  difquict  proceeded 
<<  from  my  tinae  being  almofl  expired  i 
^'  for  I  was  obliged  to  attend  the  court 
««  in  ia  few  days.  I  conjured  her,  when 
**  (he  found  her  fituation  difagreeable^ 
*'  to  inform  me  of  it,  and  I  would  get 
*'  protcCkion  for  her  in  feme  family  near 
"  London ;  requcfted  fhc  would  take 
«*  her  money  affairs  into  her  own  hands^ 
y  wbJc^H  (he  declined^  but  lamented  the 

!•  trouble 
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**  trouble  ]  met  with  on  her  atfcbunt. 
**  I  departed  next  morning,  very  ill  fttis- 
'^tfed  with  lady  Corners,  and  contrived* 
'^  plans  during  my  journey  to  getMa*' 
'^tada  om  of  her  houfe  if  poffible. 

'!^^  About  a  month  after,  I  faw  young' 
''Conifers  at  court;  he ^ was  knighted,' 
•''and  became  fir  William r  tfe  gave* 
*'  me  a  letter  from  Matilda  j  feid  he' 
*'  hoped  the  air  of  the  court  had  fwcet- 
*'  cncd  me>  for  I  was  as  (bur  as  a  crab 
^  in  the  country ;  told  me  that  he  was 
'^^going  to  IrelancJ  to  lee  his  cftatcs,  and' 
*il^ wondered,  when  he  wanted  to  give 
•^  me  a  hearty  (hake  of  the  hand,  that  f 
*^  was  fo  (hy.  His  converfation  made 
^  thofe  about  us  laugh  ;  and  I  muft  con-^ 
^  fefs  that  I  was  not  much  delighted  witK. 
^  niy  coufin. 

G  6  «  Sijfr 
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^<  Six  months  elapfed^  and  I  heard 
*'  nothing  from  Matilda.  I  fent  afpecial 
•|  mcflcnger,  who  returned  with  a  note 
**from  lady  Coniers,  faying,  that  flic 
''  was  come  to  town  to  mc.  I  petition-* 
^'  ed  to  go  down  to  her,  which  was 
'f  grated.  Lady  Coniers  told  me^  that 
•*  Matilda  had  left  the  houfc  in  a  chndcf- 
*'  tine  manner  about  two  months  after  I 
"  went*  "  I  know  (faid  her  ladyfliip) 
'*  jhe  is  very  ft)nd  of  my  ft)n  -,  fo  pro- 
<'  bably,  Ifabella,  flie  has  followed  him 
"  to  Ireland.  Her  fervant  Mary  went 
**  with  her  J  (he  took  two  of  her  horfesj. 
«*  leaving  the  third  and  her  man  fervant 
"  behind  her  ;  and  you  cannot  imagine^ 
*«  my  dear  Ifabella,  what  a  pretty  piece 
"  of  goffiping  this  has  occafioned  in  the 
«*  neighbourhood.  I  affure  you,  that 
•'  could  I  have  had  the  fmalleft  idea  of 
<*  what  fort  of  a  perfon  (he  was,  myhou(c 
'*  jhould  not  have  been  open  to  her.*^ 

«  What 
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•*  What  cxcufc  did  (he  make  ifor  go- ' 
^  ing,  madam  ?*^--*"  None  in  the 
'^  world ;  (he  had  been  at  lady  Corbet*s> 
**  as  I  underftand>  and  rode  off  with 
**  Mary  while  the  fervants  were  at  fup- 
**  per  J  and  I  have  not  heard  of  htr 
^  fince.*^  — "  What  is  become  of  her 
'•  jewels,  madam  ?"  —  "  Jewels  !  I  never 
•*  knew  Ihe  had  any/'  —  "A  great 
*«  many  very  valuable  ones,  given  her 
•^  by  her  father/*  —  '*  She  kept  them 
•*  very  fnug  jthen  ;  for  I  never  faw  her 
^*  wear  any  worth  five  pounds/*'  I  told 
«*  her  that  they  muft  be  worth  five  thou- 
«*  fend,  and  had  coft  twice  the  fum.  •— 
«*  Then  (he  has  taken  them  with  her  ; 
^  but,  my  dear  Ilabella,  do  look  at  her 
^  clothes,  and  let  them  be  bundled  up> 
**  and  taken  away ;.  for  I  fhould  detcft 
«*  the  fight  of  them,  or  any  thing  elfc 
«*  which  belonged  to  fuch  a  creature."— 
^  Perhaps,**  I  faid,  "  that  creature  is  by 

"  this 
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"this  time  your  daughter-in««law.''*» 
"  NO|  no  ;  my  foti  knows  better  thatv^ 
*^  to  marry  a  runaway."  :    »  ^ 

"  The  wardrobe  was  examined.  Inr' 
'*Iady  Coniers*  prcfence,  but  nothtng^ 
"  was  found  of  any  value,  except  hcr' 
"  clothes,  books,  and  mufic^  all  wbidb^ 
*<  I  fent  to  my  apartments  in  Loodoiv  ;' 
*«  fettled  every  little  pecuniary  mattir 
<f  with  my  dear  cou(in»  aAd-  ptfteck* 
^^/riends*       ^^ 

.  ■  '  * 

•*  I  was  not  acquainted  with  Jady 
*rCorbct>  and  therefore  it  was  an  awk- 
**  ward  thing  for  me  to  call  upon  hcrr 
"  but  I  was  refolved  to  do  it,  and  (he 
"  received  me  with  a  great  des^  of  po- 
"  litenefs  i  fhc  knew  little  of  the  affitiry 
«*  and  faid  there  muft  be  fbme  myftery 
V  in  it  J  that  lady  Corners  had  taken^ 
**  great  pains  to  declare  that  Matilda  vas 

\^«gont: 
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^'  gotte  to  town  to  pay  me  a  vifit :  *'  and^ 

''nay  dear  madam,  if  fhe  had  gone 

w  to  you  when  that  low-bred  fellow  fir* 

''William  Conicrs  was  making  love  to' 

'*'her,  we  fliould  not  have  been  at  all 

**  ftirprijed.     Her  going  a  day  or  two 

'^  after  him  gave  rife  to  fufpicions  that 

^  -file  was  gone  to  him.    She  feemed  to 

*'  be  tmhappy,  loft  that  agreeable  cheer- 

^^fttlocfs  for  which  (he    was  remark* 

*f  able,  and  grew  pale  and  folkary ;  in 

*'  ihorty  (he  put  me  in  mind  of  Shake* 

•'  ipcare's  beautiful  dcfcription  of  a  wo* 

^  man  in  love  : 

.  *'  She  fat  like  Patience  on  a  moninsent 
«*  Smiling  at  griefs" 

".I  know  her  difpofition,  lady  Cor- 
*'  bet/'  faid  I,  '^  her  patience,  her 
^*  fine  feelings;  and  Coniers  is  a  hand- 
««  ibme  young  man,  and  a  man  without 

*  "vicci 
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•Vvicej.if  flic  .had  liked  him,  why  w>t 
*<  marry  i  there  was  nothing  to  pre^ent^ 
^  beri  af)d  I  am  convinced,  that  it  nuift> 
«<  have  been  fomething  very  extraocdi-' 
<f  nary  which  induced  )ier  to  tajce-tjiiis. 
<*  ftcp."^    I  took  leave  of  the  bko^y- 
«5  lady  Corbet,  who  promifed  that)i£ihe» 
<<  heard  the  fligh^efl:  circumftance.  tfi^ 
<<  ipe&ing  Matilda,  fhe  would  infenn^ 
«  me  of  it.     Nothing  tranfpircd  j  but 
a  lady  Corbet  wrote  to  me,  and  Md^ 
^  that  lady  Corners  had  been  very  in-* 
'<  duflrrious  in  telling  all  her  acquaint- 
<^  ance  that  Matilda  had  followed  hcp 
*«  fon  to  Ireland,     She  eould  not  fey 
"  Ihe  Uked  the  girl  j  but  if  he  were  fucH 
"  a  fool  as  to  marry,  Ihe  believed/ Ihe 
"  could  not  forget  that  he  was  her  fon  ^ 
*'  for  the  workings  of  maternal  tender- 
<^  nefs  were  fo  ftrong  in  her  breafti  that 
"  there  was  no  refifting  them.     She  had 
**  made  up  her  mind  to  every  thing,  for 
^^; ,  *'  her 
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**  her  happinefs  was  wrapped  up  in  his. 
«'  As  to  Ifabella  Markham,  (he  only 
**  wiftied  the  queen  knew  what  kind  of 
**  perfdn  ihe  wasj,  but  the  dreadful  un- 
*«  happinefs  of  people  in  her  majefly's 
<<  (ituation  was^  that  every  body  about 
**  them  wore  a  malic,  which  they  never 
*'  took  off  but  when  at  a  diftance  from 
**  court ;  and  then  they  could  unblufh- 
•*  ingly  take  their  friends  jewels  to  fct 
*•  off  their  perfons,  and,  flic  did  not 
^<  make  a  doubt,  keep  them  for  ever  as 
**  their  own, 

**  Happily,  this  ftory  was  fometimes 
•»  told  unguardedly  to  thofe  who  were 
•*  frequently  at  court,  and  to  fome  who 
^*  had  offices  there.  Lady  Coniers  was 
**  likewife  fo  well  known  in  her  neigh* 
««  bourhood,  that  the  good  people  fcldom 
*«  attended  much  to  her  when  flie  did 
^^  {peak  the  trudij  fortunately  too,  I 

"was 
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"  was  not  rich  enough  to  purchafc  jewels, 
"  and  therefore  was  never  feen  to  wear 
"  any;  for  my  mother  prudently  turned 
"  the  few  (he  was  poffeffcd  of  into 
"  money,  which  Ihe  divided  between 
'^  my  younger  brother  and  myfelf. 

**  A  period  of,  I  believe,  twenty  years 
"  has  flipped  away,  and  I  have  never 
"  heard  of  my  dear  Matilda  Devcrcur. 
*'  She  did  not  go  to  Ireland,  as  I  C011I4 
"  learn  from  my  inquiries  j  jieither  di4 
"  (he  marry  fir  William  Corners.  — i 
"  Her  rents  I  have  regularly  received, 
"and  hoarded  up  the  mone^.  If  J 
**  (hould  ever  fee  her  again,  there  it  U 
"  for  her;  or,  when  I  am  aflfured  of  her 
"  death,  I  will  pay  it  into  the  hands  of 
"  Mr.  Devereux,  her  neareft  relation  as 
**  to  blood  i  for  I  think  I  informed  you 
'^  that  the  Devereux's  cftate  went  to  a 
"very  diftanc  relation.     The  title  -felt 

"  with 
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«'  with  her  father,  and  was  given  to  the 
"  family  of  CapcL 

.  '^^  Yoii  mayTuppole,  my  dear  children; 
*^'that  the  greateft  plcafurc  I. could  enjoy 
^'  would  be  to  find  the  friend  of  my 
"  youth ^live,  virtuous,  and  happy.  Ycc 
•*  I'dare^not  flatter  myfclf  that  fuch  an 
•'event  can  be  poflible.  Sir  Philip 
**  Sidney's  Arcadia'  was- one  of  the  ele- 
"  gant  prefents  fhe  made  me  when  we 
•^Tived*  fa  happily  together  j  and  how 
«*-that'in4y  narrative  n  ended,  let  us  hear 
^T^i  fbr*it  will  cntci'taih  you;  and  "be 
«*  gratifying  to  liie/'    '  >  ■■■ 

"iRbbert  began  readitlg',  a^rtd'^th'^y  it! 
attended  for  three  hours,  when  other 
irocations  called  upon  tbcnfi.  —  Time 
wore  flowly  away,  in  ^xpeftation  of 
hearing  from  my  lord  i  a  few  days 
brought  a  fpecial  mcfleegcr  .  to  fay^ 
•  that 
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that  queen  Anne  of  Denmark  was  deads 
and  the  king  in  great  affliction ;  that  a 
party  had  been  raiftd  in  favour  of  lady 
Arabella  Stuart>  whom  they  wanted  for 
their  queen;  that  lady  Arabella  had 
written  a  letter  to  the  king»  and  di& 
covered  the  plot;  that  affairs  were,  a 
little  quieted  s  but  that  be  fhould  not  be 
able  to  fix  any  time  for  returning  to  hit 
family,  which  he  much  lamented. 

After  dinner  the  femily  were  cotw 
yerfing  with  Mn  Butkr  and  Mr.  Faicv 
fyt  upoq  thefe  events,  and  the  former 
was  expatiating  upon  the  miferies  of  a 
country  when  the  people  at  large  thought 
wrong,  and  the  dreadful  mifchiefs  wbich 
muft  in  that  cafe  fall  upon  every  in- 
dividual J  when  Mr.  Fairfax  took  occa- 
fion  to  obferve,  that  k  would  not  matter 
if  they  were  to  rife ;  for  it  was  very 
Jikcly  we  might  do  better  without  any 

parliaments 
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|i»rlbment.     The  houfe  of  lords  was 
certainljr  an  incumbrance,  and  the  na- 
tion would  undoubtedly  be  better  with-  - 
•ut  theoEi*    And  as  to  kings,  what  were 
they?  nothing.— ^^  Sir/'  replied  Mr* 
Buder^  **  there  have  been  kings  ever 
«*  fince  the  creation  of  the  world  j  you 
1*  will  find  I  am  correft  in  what  I  ad- 
^*  vahce,  if  you  will  confult  your  bible." 
— **  It  may  be  fo,  fir,"  returned  Mr. 
Fairfax ;  ^^  but  the  world,  fir,  is  more 
<*  enlightened  i  it  is  grown  wifer,  and 
**  will  improve  every  day  j  for  we  have 
^  gonie  on- ib  long  in  the.  old  track>  that 
*'  it  is  time  ito  open  a  new  one  5  and  I 
f^:diink  I  can  fee.  the  change  approach* 
f^ing.'*  .  . 

•  Lady  Harrington  inclined  hit  head 
OQ'dne^fide,  as  if  flie  doubted  her  powers 
0f  hearing  r  and  at  laftj  being  out  of 
«  •*   [  "  patience 
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patience  with  fuch  doftrinesi  fpoke  to 
him  Brm)y>  but  without  paffidn  \   *'^ ' 


'*  Mr.  Fairfax,   I  am  furprifed,  and 
•*  can  hardly  credit  what  I  have  juff 
^  heard  you  utter.     If  thcfe  wer^  yoinf 
"  principles,   why  did   ydt  ■criter''ckirf 
*^houfe?    you    have   not  leaitit  thettf 
*^  here."—"  No,  madam,'!  he  replied; 
«« I  brought  them  with  me." — «  Then, 
«'  I  beg,  fir,  you  will  take  them  back 
^' again.     I   find  your  head  istuit^ed/ 
^'  you  are  mad  in  one  point;  thatietcted 
"  gloom  which  I  have  ever  obierved 
^'  hang  over  you,  and  which  your  coun- 
«*  tenance  and  manner  were  unable  to 
"  conceal,  was  the  gloom  of  difcontent  j 
•'  you  embrace  new  doftrines  in  hope 
**  to  be  advanced  in  the  world.     If  jrou 
'<  had  taken  orders,  my  lord  might  pro* 
**  bably  have  been  of  fomc  fcrvice  to 

«yOU| 
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^  youf  but  I  do  not  doubt  [looking  ai 
*'  Mr.  Butler]  that  hc-.vijill  find  proper 
**  fubjefts  for  his  church-prcfcrment, 
**  I  h^vc.this  opinion  of  my  family,  that  ' 
**  the  improper  notions  you  choofc  to 
^  cherifh  have  had  no,. ill  effeO;  upon 
<*  tji'cw  * .  though  you  came,  here,  I  fup* 
*'  pofe,  as  a  miffionary  to  convert  us  to 
**the  new  light.  So  far,  I  am  happy, 
•r  tba£  you  have  enlightened  me  to  wilh 
«'  t9  p^rt.yvith  you.-— You  (hall  receive 
*^  frpjp  m/s  whatever  is  due  i  and  as  the 
«*  laft  favour,  I  rcqueft  you  will  depart 
**  froju  the  Abbey  this  evening. '*  The 
money  was  paid,  and  Fairfax  walked  off 
with^outa.bow* 

.  **  I  did  not  think  there  could  be  fuch 
«  a  man  in  the  world/'  faid  Elizabeth; 
*«  whai  can  he  mean  ?*'—•*  Is  ne  not 
/*  drunk  ?'*  alked  Matilda.  ",No/'  re- 
plied lady  Harringtoui  "  uot  with  wine  s 

"but 
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«<  but  intoxicated  ivich  a  much  ftronger 
^*  things  ambition.    That  man,  were  he 
«*  a  prebendary  would  be  miferable  cell 
<<  he  (hould  be  a  dean^  and  then  unhappy 
*'  till  he  became  archbilhop  of  Canurr- 
*<  bury.    As  a  layman^  he  would  wifli 
*'  to  govern  nations^  and  would  rule 
•*  them  with  a  rod  of  iron.    When  dif- 
*^  content  lays  its  (Irong  talons  upon  the 
'^  minds  of  men^  it  is  feldom  removed 
«'  but  with  life  j    it  preys  upon  their 
<*  happinefs^  like  the  grub  at  the  root  of 
<'  a  plant ;  and  nothing  but  taking  ic 
<'  up>  cutting  out  the  affc&ed  part,  and 
'^  replanting  it  in  another  foil^  can  give 
'*  any  chance  for  a  cure."—*'  But  do 
<*  you  thinks   my  dear  madam,"  faid 
Robert,  "  that  it  could  be  fo  replanted  ?" 
•—  '*  I  am  not  quite  fure  that  it  could ; 
*'  yet  for  inftance^  if  the  king  were  to 
^<  fend  for  him,  compliment  his  abilidesj 
^'  give  him  an  office  of  emolument,  and 
7  "  add 
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^:fl3d  dtles  to  thofe  honours,  he  woidd 
^  think  the  prefent  the  beft  times  that 
^  could  happen.     But  when  he  found 
''  the  difficulty  of  filling  his  ficuatioa 
<*  with  dignity,  and  that  his  time  and  his 
*^eafe  muft  be  entirely  given   up  to 
^'  public  bufinefs,  he  would  be  fatigued  i 
**  he  would  become  a  tyrant  to  thofe 
^^  below  him ;  be  would  find  that  his 
"  former  habits  of  life  made  his  prefent 
<*  fituation  more  uneafy  i  his  mind  would 
<5  again  ficken  at  finding  the  mifery  of 
^'what  he  was>   and  at  the  fame  time- 
**  be  too  weak  to  return  to  what  he  had 
^  been.     It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  fuch 
*«  minds  to  be  fatisficd*" 

•  Lady  Harrington  qucftioned  her  ions, 
whether  they  were  acquainted  with  Mr, 
Fairfax's  principles.  The  eUeft  faid, 
thatatfirft  Mr.  Fairfax  did  not  fpcak 
out>  and  therefore;  Jie  did  not  com* 
VOJU  I.  H  prchcnd 


tJ^B  THE  WITCH^  AND  THE 

prehend  him ;  when  he  did,   he  t<A^ 
that  gendetnan  that  he  was  fure  thoft' 
ideas  were  oppollte  to  every  thing  hii* 
fiithcr  wifhed   him  to  learn ;    and   he 
thought  himfelf  that  Virgil  and  Hforace 
were  much  pleaianter  iludies  than  fuch^ 
fiibjedte.     *^  And  what  did  you  fay  to' 
"him,  John  r~'' Why,   I  told  him 
^'  that  he*  was  ttiad,  add  burfl  inita  it 
«*  laugh,    which  made  him  angry  ^   he 
^^  would  then  call  me  a  dunce^  andtell 
*'  me  to  go  out  of  the  i-oom,  which  waj 
*^  prccifcly  what  I  wanted." 

The  following  week  a  meffcngcr  ar- 
rived from  lord  Harrington,  to  fay,  that 
the  king  had  appointed  lady  Harrington 
to  be  governefs  to  the  princefe  Eliza- 
beth; that  he  was  engaging  proper  peo- 
ple to  be  fcnt  down  to  get  the  eaft  front, 
of  the  Abbey  in  order  for  her  royal 
highncfs'3.  reception  5  that  no  perfon  of 

coniequcnce 
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confequence  was  to  remain  with  heri 
that  lady  Lifle  was  to  attend  her  down, 
and  ftay  at  Coombe  till  (he  was 
fettled;  and  he  hoped  that  fhe  would  be 
prepared  in  a  month  to  receive  her  royal  , 
pupil. 

Lady  Harrington  found  this  a  thing 
flie  both  liked  and  diiliked.  The  con« 
fequence  it  gave  her  in  the  world  was 
flattering  to  her  ambition;  but  the 
charge  of  fuch  an  undertaking  was  in- 
imical to  her  eafe.  She  was  now  ad- 
vancing **  into  the  vale  of  years  ;'*  but 
had  good  healthy  and  was  of  a  lively 
turn  of  mind. — Yet,  having  a  kind  of 
court  in  her  houfe  muft  be  a  great  fa- 
tigue, which  (he  had  much  rather  have 
had  nothing  to  do  with. — Luckily  for 
■  her,  it  was  not  left  to  her  choice  j  the 
princefs  was  preparing  to  come;  flie 
muft  receive  her  3  and,  as  that  was  the 
H  2  cafc, 
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cafcj  fhe  was  entirely  left  without,  a 
negative  in  the  bufincfi,  and  of  con(c- 
quence  had  an  undoubted  right  to  com* 
plain,  if  it  was  difagreeable  to  her. 

The  family  was  in  a  great  buftlc  for 
a  fortnight;  numberlefs  qucftions  were 
alked,  and  not  one  half  of  them  could 
be  anfwered.  Lady  Harrington's  mind 
was  fo  fully  occupied,  that  to  anfwer 
inquiries  was  a  torment,  inftead  of  a 
plcafure,  as  formerly.  Being  one  day 
extremely  out  of  humour  with  the  work- 
men, who  uere,  as  is  not  uncommon, 
making  their  job  as  long  as  they  cpuld^ 
by  doing  as  litde  as  poffible,  h<fr  cldeft 
fon  fuddenly  alkcd  her,  if  the  king  waa 
not  a  man  of  learning.  "No,"  flxc 
replied,  ''  I  think  not."—"  Then,  ma- 
"  dam,  your  opinion  feems  to  be  very 
"  different  from  that  of  the  reft  of  the 
«*  people  with  whom  I  have  converfedi 

"for 
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**  for  they  alfafTured  me,  that  he  was 
**  very  much  fo." — "  Yes,  yes,  Ro- 
*'  bcrt,"  returned  lady  Harrington,  "  h» 
**  learning  is  like  that  of  fome  others 
**  whom  I  know ;  it  is  a  parcel  of  old 
"  lumber  thrown  about  a  hqufc,  againil 
**  which  every  one  is  (lumbling,  an<;i 
**  which  is  of  no  fort  of  ufe,  even  to  the 
"  owner/'  —  "  I  fancy,  madam,"  he 
replied,  "  you  muft  have  met  with 
**  fomething  unpleafant  of  that  fort."— - 
"J  have,"  flie  faid,  rubbing  herelbo'A/, 
**  fallen  over  an  old  bcddcad  and  hurt 
*•  tnyielf;  and  the  confequence  is,  that 
**  I  have  ordered  the  houfekeeper  fo 
**  coUed  every  thing  of  that  kind  to- 
•*  getber,  and  divide  it  between  the  two 
<<  maids  who  are  to  be  married  to  Ralph 
«'-and  Harry."— "A  lucky  hit  for 
^*  them,"  faid  John,  burfling  into  laugh- 
ter. — «  Well,"  returned  lady  Har- 
rington gravely,  "  I  muft  ftep  into  the 
H.  3  *'  ante- 
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**  antechamber,     for    I-  believe     thofe 
"  hangings  will  never  be  put  up  j  they 
*'  have   been   about  them  thefc  three 
"  days/' 


Preparations  went  on  for  the  receptior 
of  thcprincefs  j  and  lord  Harrington  fen 
for  his  fons,  dcfiring  that  they  might  b 
accompanied  to  London  hy  Mr.  Butlec 
who  was  appointed  her  royal  highnefs" 
chaplain  at  the  Abbey.     The  mornin_ 
being  fine,    lady  Harrington  and  hi 
daughters  went  to  the  parfonage,  to  11 
form  the  good  man  of  it.     He  cxprefli^s- 
Wmfclf  unworthy  of  the  honour;  bux  «i 
as  it  was  the  wifh  of  lord  Harringtc^  m-^, 
he  would  go ;  yet  he  thought  that-  h  xs 
age  was  againft  fuch  a  fcheme.  "  Agfc^^^' 
faid  my  ladyj  **  what  is  age,  my  gSc:*^ 
««  fir?  You  have  no  infirmities." — **1VI^* 
"  dam,"  he  replied,  "  I  am  fenfiblc  cyf 
*'  a  great  many  ;w^^/^7/ones."— "Inde«:^j 

"  my 
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'^  my  lady,"  laid  Mrs.  Butler,  "  your 

^*  ladyfhip  is  quite  right  j  and  Jo  is -my 

**  hufband  too,  for  he  does  not  afl  any 

**  thing  at  all  that  I  know  of;  I  am  fare 

•*  he  is  as  hale  and  fit  for  a  journey  as 

**  any  man  can  be ;  only,  as  he  fays,  he 

^*  has  many  mortal  infirmities  5  and  fo 

"**  we  have  all,  from  the  time  we  know 

***  any  thing,  to  the  time  we  leave  this 

•^^  wicked  world.'* 


The  ladies  made  a  ihort  vifit,  and 

^'eturned  to  the  Abbey.    "  Well,  my 

"•'dear,"    faid  Mrs.  Butler,    *' this  is 

^* IbmsriilBg   like}    we   fland  a  good 

f^  chance  of  being  fomebody  now.-^ 

*«  Only  think  of  parfon  Blitler's  being 

••  fcnt  for  to  court.    I  warrant  the  whole 

•*  county  will  ring  of  nothing  elfe  for 

*^'  months  and  months  to  come." 

Robert  Harrington  felt  no  great  plea- 

fure   in  the  thoughts  of  a  court;  but 

H  4  John's 
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John's  fpirics  were  fo  volatile,  that  he 
did  not  know  what  to  do  with  htoilclf. 
At  length  the  happy  morning  camcj 

smd  they  took  their  leave. 

• 

Elizabeth  wifhed  for  the  arrival  of 
the  princcls;  Matilda  wondered  whe* 
thcr  her  highncfs  refembled  any  perfon 
fhe  was  acquainted  with ;  —  and  lady 
Harrington  was  anxious  to  have  every 
thing  in  proper  order  to  receive  hen— 
Another  wtck  completed  all  the  im- 
provements i  lady  Harrington  then  found 
her  mind  at  eafe>  and  could  converle 
with  her  daughters  as  cheerfiiUy  and 
good-humouredly  as  before. 


•'  I  wilh/*    faid   Mils    Harringtoq» 
that  I  could  know  the  princcfs's  dit 
pofition.      Do  you  know  her,  ma^ 
**  dam  ?      Is  fhe  grave  or  gay  ?"  — . 

"That 
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**  "That  is  impoffiblc  for  me  to  tcV 

^turned  lady  Harrington ;    "  but,  ac- 

'*  hording  to  report,  (he  is  very  ami- 

**  a-ble."  — "  Was  your  royal  miftrcfir 

^^  Handfome  ?''  afkcd  Matilda.     "  You 

la  fed  to  tell  us,  madam,  that  we  fliould 

hear  a  great  deal  about  her  when  our 

^  J  udgments  were  a  litde  matured." 


^Mf  you  wilh  to  hear  what  I  have- 
Obferved  of  that  great  queen,  I  will 
inform  youj  but  I  am  afraid  I  (haU- 
t^  rather  difFufe  upon  the  fubjeft. 

**  Queen  Elizabeth  was  what  might 
Vx:  called  an  old  woman  when  firft  I 
liad  the  honour  of  attending  her.— 
Kcr  perfon  was  rather  above  the 
middle  Gie  as  to  height,  but  not  to 
be  called  tall  >— mufcular,  but  not 
fat; — her  face  fair,  and  a  perfeft  ovaK 
—  She  had  fmall  black  cyesj  her 
H  5  «  nofc 
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^  nofe  a  little  aquiline ;  her  hand  and 
«  fingers  very  long  and  taper,  and  her 
^  air  and  manner  extremely  majeftie. 
V  No  mortal  ever  fpoke  better  in  public^ 
*^  In  diSerent  languages,  (he  gave  the 
«  proper  emphafis  to  every  wordj  and 
««  whatever  was  the  fubjeA  of  her  dif- 
•^  courfc,  it  had  the  fame  propriety.— 
**  Politics  (he  -confidered  as  her  firft 
"fttidy,  which  was  the  good  of  her 
^''fubjedts  at  large,  and  the  aggrandizc- 
*'  ment  of  her  kingdom  in  particulir«— « 
•'She  bvcd  pcaccj^  encouraged  arts, 
"  manufafturcs,  and  commerce ;  and  if 
**any  foreign  power  encroached  upoi^ 
*'  her,  Ihe  iftfiftcd  on  conceflionsa  ojr 
^^  made  war  immediately,  and  always 
*'  preferred  the  latter,,  faying  that  the 
««  firft  blow,  well-direaed,  was  half  the 
*<  battle  ;  and  fhe  was  always  prepared^ 
<<  She  did  not  like  that  her  foldiers  and 
f*  feamen  fhould  be  unemployed,  for  fbe 

cc  ufcd 
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<«  Dfed  to  (ay,  (hey  would  ruft  and  be 
^<  good  for  nothing.  She  was  extremely 
«•  fcnd  of  military  Ihows.  When  the 
^  Spaniih  Arniada  threatened  the  cdun* 
«•  try  with  invafion,  fhe  went  to  the 
«*  army  affemblcd  at  Tilbury,  and,  to 
*'  iiilpirc  the  men  with  courage^,  made 
^  a  fpeech  to  them  from  the  drumhead, 
**  which  had  a  good  efFeft.  Her  mind 
^*  was  firm  and  intrepid;  and  fhe  never 
<*  gave  up  any  thing  when  once  fhe  had 
**  fbirtned  her  rcfolutions,  which  an  hour's 
^  pfiracy  in  her  clofct  would  enable  her 
«*  to  do.  To  matters  of  bufinefs  which 
**  came  fuddenly  forward  fhe  would 
•^fpeak  at  once,  without  hefitation. 
«  The  people  loved  her,  and  at  the 
•^farnc  time  feared  her;  the  former 
•^^they  would  have  been  ungrateful  if 
^  thty  bad  not  done,  arid  the  latter  fhe 
«*  took  care  they  Jhoulddo.  She  under- 
«  flood  mufic  perfeftly,  and  was  fond 
ii6  «^of 
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^'ofroraamic  adionsy  tiles  and  touma-* 
^  mentSj  and  pageants  where  virtues  mod 
<*  vices  were  perlbnified.— Extfemcljr 
<^  prudent  in  the  expenditure  of  die 
<^  public  money,  (he  always  regretted 
<<  the  expence  war  brought  with  it,  and 
**  frequently  faid,  **  My  people  are- lb 
«<  liberal  of  themfelves>  that  I  ou^t  to 
*'  take  care  of  their  money."  She  was 
'^  very  particular  in  keeping  every  one 
<*  in  his  proper  place  and  fituationf  and 
<<  did  not  like  that  the  middle  ranks. 
*«  (hould  ftep  too  near  the  nobility ;  at 
«  the  fame  time  (he  was  extremely  en- 
•*  raged  when  fhe  found  any  of  her 
*'  nobility  degrading  thcmfclvcs.  Every 
**  man,  flic  obferved,  might  wifli  to 
•Vclimb,  it  was  a  laudable  ambition  1 
««  but  that  men  who  were  high  (houki 
*«  like  to  lower  themfclves,  was  what. 
«  flic  could  not  comprehend. 

"  I  muft 
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■  ■  \'i*  Ifnuft  conclude  my  account  with 
f^  teliiog  youj  that  this  great  queen  yvas 
.<^  a  woman^  and  in  fome  inftances  Itk 
<*  than  a  woman.  She  was  excravaF* 
«^  gf^tly  fond  of  being  perfonally  adr 
**  mired  long  after  her  perfonai  charnw 
«5  were  flown ;  fending  frequently  K> 
*«  France  for  fafliions,  and  being  fo  mi^ 
^  nutely  particular  concerning  her  drefs, 
^  that  I  ufed  to  be  furprifed  how  her 
f*  mind  could;  dcfcend  to  fuch  ^etty 
«*  tridesy  at  a  time  when  it  was  engaged 
**  in  fuch  important  bufinefs." 

"•*  We  are  much  obliged  to  you,  my 
^  dear  madam,*'  faid  Mifs  Harrington, 
•*  for  the  account  you  have  given  us  of 
^»  this  extraordinary  woman.  Is  king 
«  James  like  the  queen  ?"— "  If  he  be/' 
jaid  Matilda,  "  I  have  a  very  great 
«*  refpc(5t  for  him."—''  You  ought  to 
««  refpcft  him/'  faid  lady  Harrington  5 

-        *  "his 
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^^  his  fituation  demands  it.  Buc  king 
<«  James  is  very  unlike  my  royal  miftrefii 
<^  he  has  a  great  averGon  to  war^  aoid  is 
^  eternally  patching  up  peace  with  other 
'**  nations  by  means  of  money,  which  is 
*«  giving  the  ftrcngth  out  of  his  6^h 
«  into  the  enemy's  hands.  He  prides 
"  himfclf  upon  that  which  is  only  pro- 
«« per  for  a  country  fchoolmaftef,  and 
"  which  the  fchoolnufter  might  gam 
«<  fome  credit  by,  a  kind  of  pedantic 
•^learning.  He  has  no  idea  of  the 
**  value  of  money,  but  diftrcffes  himfctf 
5*  by  lavifhing  it  upon  his  favourites.'* 

•«  Then/'  faid  MatiWa,  the  colour 
flufhing  into  her  face,  **  why  does  my 
••father  obey  his  fummons  ?  for  I  would 
*•  not,"  —  '^  If  you  confidered  well,  you 
*••  moft  certainly  would.  The  king  is  a 
•*  man  without  ambition,  and  is  confti^ 
f  *  tutionally  fearful  j  but  he  is  far  fronftt 

«  being 
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^  being  a  tyrant,  and  is  certsatAy  a  man 
•*  of  peace.  Were  you  to  think  always 
<*  as  you  did  five  minutes  fincc>  what 
^'  would  the  country  at  large  do  i  what 
•^  would  individuals  fuffcr  ?  you  muft 
<«.  fupport  the  king  and  the  laws  of  your 
^  country,  for  the  kiag  and  the  laws  fup- 
•^  port  you.  —  Suppofe,  for  inftancc,, 
^^  that  we  had  no  king,  fome  tyrant,  with 
•*  a  ftrong  hand,  would  break  -througb 
"  the  laws  and  govern  us  with  ftverity 
•*  and  oppreffion.  He  mu^  do  it,  be- 
^*  caufe  being  in  a  (ituation  that  he  had 
**  no  righf  to,^  he  mujl'  maintain  it  by 
**  force.  Now  we  will  fuppofc  this 
^*  nation  to  be  governed  by  a  certaia 
*«  number  of  mcn>  we  will,  for  argu- 
*«  menfs  lake,  fay  fifty.  Thcfe  fifty 
'«  would  have  a  hundred  difierent  plans,. 
"  and  every  individual  would  be  pulling 
**  whichever  way  his  inclination  led  him  ^ 
*^thc  ambitious  endeavouring  to  rule 

*^the 
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«  the   reft,  and  the    avaricious  filling 
«  their  own  private  coffers/* 

"  I  ftand  correftcd,  my  dear  madam," 
{aid  Matilda ;  "  thefe  were  circum- 
*•  ftances  to  which  I  had  not  adverted  j 
**  and  therefore  it  was  foolifh  in  me  to 
«*  give  my  opinion  of  the  matter."  — 
««  Not  at  all  foolifli  in  mentioning  them 
«<  to  me,"  replied  lady  Harrington,  **  be- 
«  caufe  I  am  always  happy  when  I  can 
**  fet  you  right ;  and  it  is  of  great  confe- 
«*  qucnce  to  you,  that  you  (hould  fay  to 
"  me  exaftly  what  you  think ;  but  had 
«*  you  faid  this  to  ftrangers,  they  would 
«<  either  have  laughed  at  your  folly,  or 
«*  encouraged  your  ignorance,  which  will 
«  always  be  the  cafe  when  people  give 
"  their  opinions  upon  what  they  do  not 
«*  underftand.  —  Take  my  advice  then  ; 
«  frequently  afk  queftions  for  informa- 
<*  tion  i  if  you  do  not  comprehend  the 

"  anfwersj 
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"  anfwcrs,  apply  to   fomc  furc  trierid, 
'*  Jikc  myfclf,  to  explain  them.** 

A  mcffcnger  arrived  the  next  day, 
from  lord  Harrington,  to  inform  thcnl 
that  the  princefs  Elizabeth  was  to  fet  out 
in  a  coach  and  travel  as  far  as  the  roads 
would  permit,  when  her  royal  highneft 
was"  to  mount  her  horfe  and  proceed. 
My  lord  defired  that  lady  Harrington 
and  her  daughters  would  mount  theirs, 
and  mc^t  her  twenty  miles  from  the 
Abbey,  to  pay  their  duty.  They  ac- 
cordingly provided  themftlves,  their 
waiting  gentlewomen,  and  ferving  men, 
with  palfreys,  and  fet  out  in  (late.  In  the 
evening  they  met  the  princefs,  who  re* 
ceived  them  very  gracioufly,  and  the 
Harringtons  were  very  happy.  They 
accompanied  her  royal  highnefs  next 
'  day  to  the  Abbey,  where  (he  was  well 
pleafed    with   her    apartments.    Lady 

LiQc 
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Xiflc  was  the  only  pcrfon  of  confcqucnce 
who  came  with  her )  and  being  an  old 
friend  of  lady  Harrington's,  it  was  a 
great  gratification  to  fee  her.  She  was 
to  remain  fix  weeks  at  the  Abbey,  to 
ice  the  princeis  properly  fettled^  and  then  . 
return  to  her  own  family. 

Mr.  Buder  got  his  chaplain^s  feai^ 
and  a  pecuniary  appointment,  but  itas 
notj  as  hb  family  expefted,  a  bifhop, 
nor  ade^ni  he  was  not  even  canon  bl 
Windfor  nor  of  Weftminfter.  How- 
ever, it  would,  it  muft  come,  and  the 
fcarf  was  a  certain  fignal  that  future 
honours  and  emoluments  were  approach- 
ing. His  daughters  were  now  no  longr 
er  young,  but  took  great  pains  with 
themfelvcs,  and  threw  oflFat  Icaftten  years 
by  their  prefcnt  juvenile  appearance. 
They  difdaincd  the  Coventry  beaux  ; 
and  it  was  confidercd  as  a  grofs  affront 

if 
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if  a  young  yeoman  in  the  neighbourhood 
▼entured  to  fend  looks  of  admiration  ac 

^.church.  —  But  Mrs.  Butler  could  not 
-put  hcrfclf  out  of  her  way.  She  gather- 
ed up  the  eggs,  and  infpeded  the  brewery 
anddairy.  To  give  her  duepraife,  nobody 
could  have  better  puddings^  ale^  or  but- 
ter ;   and  it  was  a  great  gratification  to 

.  Jiv#  when  the  labour  of  the  day  was  over, 
tQ  fit  her felf  down  in  her  armed  chair^ 
and  ulk  ofher  royal  highnefs's  chaplain  : 
.with  great  enjoyment  Ihe  would  fay  to 
her  only  maid-fervant,  **Tcll  her  royal 
•*  highnefs's  chaplain,  that  the  toaft  and 
/^  ale  will  be  as  dead  as  ditch- water  if  he 
V.  does.not  come  quickly." 

•  Mr.  Buder,  for  want  of  fpirit,  as  his 
vife  and  daughters  were  often  heard  to 
.declare,  went  on  in  the  domeftic  way  as 
before  i  dug  in  his  garden  >  infpeftcd 
,hi&  cattle  i  cultivated  his  flowers ;  and 

entirely 
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entirely  difregardcd  all  the  hints  whic6 
were  thrown  out,  that  fuch  employments 
were  beneath  the  dignity  of  her  roy^ 
highnefs's  chaplain.  —  Meeting  his  wife 
one  very  warm  morning,  fatigued  to  deaths 
with  an  old  duck  in  her  hand,  and  a 
lapful  of  young  ones,  he  faid,  **  I  think, 
*'  my  dear,  you  are  doing  that  which  is 
"  very  degrading  to  her  royal  highncfs's 
"  chaplain."  —  "  What !"  exclaimed 
Mrs.  Butler  j  *'  here  have  I  been  toiling 
"  and  moiling  thcfe  two  hours  to  get 
^'  this  duck  out  of  the  village  ponc^, 
**  and  was  forced  to  give  fome  children 
*'  a  penny  to  affift  me  5  and  here  are 
*'  fifteen  as  fine  young  ducklings  as  ever 
•*  were  hatched ;  they  will  be  worth 
**  money  by  and  by."  —  "I  myfelf 
"  think,"  replied  Mr.  Butler,  *'  that  you 
**  are  perfeftly  right ;  but  I  was  furpjrifcd 
*^  you  did  not  find  out,  that  it  was  a  de- 
«*  gradation  to  her  royal  highncfs's  chap- 

«  Iain's 
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«lain'^  wife/'  — "Fiddle  faddle  !  am 
*'  I  to  lofe  my  money  bccaufe  you  arc 
*^  her  royal  highncfs's  chaplain  ?  No,  no, 
"  my  daughters  will  want  more  every 
"  day,  Confider  what  ftarching  of  ruffs 
"  comes  to,  for  they  muft  wear  them 
^  now  that  you  are  her  royal  highncfs*s 
**  chaplain." 

The  lively  John  Harrington  had  got 
a  cornetcy  of  horfe,  had  been  learning 
the  military  cxercife,  and  was  quite  in 
his  element,  fwaggering,  and  entertaining 
his  fitters  with  converfations  upon  the 
fword  and  matchlock.  He  had  fcveral 
books  upon  the  fubjed",  which  he  wanted 
to  read  aloud  and  explain  to  them  ;  but 
as  they  did  not  ftcm  at  all  intcrefted  in 
the  bufinefs,  he  kept  his  military  learn- 
ing to  himfelf, 

<  The 
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The  princcfi  won  the  hearts  of  the 
family  by  her  affability  and  condefcen* 
fion  ;  Ihc  was  extremely  fond  of  con- 
verfing  with  lady  Harrington's  daughters,^ 
and  was  always  attended  by  them  when 
ihe  went  out.    Robert  was  improved 
by  his  journey  to  London  i  at  times  he. 
was  cheerful  and  volatile^  and  then  agaia^ 
bufied  in  profound  melancholy.     This 
was  obferved  by  lord  and  lady  Harring- 
ton  f  but^  as  he  feemed  in  healthy  they 
forbore  to  notice  it.     He  fought  foli-^ 
tude,    and  would  hide  himfelf  in  the 
woods  for  fcvcral  hours  together.     His 
lifters  were  concerned^  but  could  noc 
account  for  the  change  j  they  were  per- 
petually inquiring  after  his  healthy  but 
could  not  develope  thecaufe  of  his  dif.- 
order.    One  day  Mils  Harrington  laid, 
**  Bridget  ftep  into  the  library,  and  in- 
«  quire  after  my  brother  Robert  i  I  have 
*'  not  lecn  him  to-day,  and  am  afraid  he 
t^  is  not  wclit'' 

<«Blcfs 
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•*  Blcfi  his  honour,"    faid   Bridget, 
^  he  is  well  enough,  only  a  little  troubled 
*•  with  th»  heart-ach."  — «' What   do 
**  you  mean  ?"  -~  «  Why,  young  lady, 
•*  rac  folks  fay  that  he  is  in  love  5   but 
^  that  is  up  fuch  great  matter  5  the  com- 
•*  pfaiRt  is  v0Ofnmoii  enough,  and  every 
^  onelsnabll  tb  itone  time  or  another." 
-i— «■  But  \(^iih^^w^m  is  he  in  love  ?"  aflced 
Matildtw'^'i^WttJ^r'it  is   the   grcatcflf 
«»  fecret.  that  cvc^  was,  but  it  is  true 
"  indeed" —'*  Impoffibie  !"  cried  Mift 
Harrington  j  '*  Robert  is,  of  all  people, 
«*  the  leaft  likely  lo-Yall  in  love."—* 
f*  That  don't  fignify,  young  lady,  it  may 
**'  be  .impoffible,  for  aught  I  know  -,  but 
«^  it  is  true  ifor  all  that."  — *^  Do  tell  us, 
'*  Bridget,"    faid    Matilda.  —  «  Why, 
**  you  know,  young  ladies,  that  I  have 
<*heafd  my  lady,  fay  often  and  often 
"-enough  to  you,  *  Never  wifti  to  have 
^*  a  fccrct  i  but  if  you  arc  trufted,  never 
5  %        «tcll 
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<*  ttU  it  again  i  and  as  you  will,  I  am 
**  furc,  follow  my  lady's  rules,  I  may 
«*  tcU  it.  Then  \tn  a  low  voke\  Mr. 
^'  Sims,  my  lord's  man,  who  went  to 
<*  London  with  him,  told  me,  that  a 
«^  friend  of  his  who  keeps  a  (hop  in  the 
<<  Strand,  faid,  that  he  was  told  by  lady 
"  Liflc*s  houfckeeper,  that  young  lord 
^^  Harrington  was,  as  fure  as  fate,  in  love 
"  with  lady  Lifle's  eldcft  daughter.*'—* 
'«  Well,'*  faid  Mifs  Harrington,  after  a 
paufc,  **  there  is  no  great  harm,  if  it  be 
«*  fo."  —  ^'  Neither  fin  nor  harm  thatl 
^^  can  fee  in  the  matter,"  faid  Bridget ; 
**  but  very  much  to  the  young  gende- 
**  man's  credit,  I  think  for  my  part." 

«  But  as  you  fecm  fo  much  in  the 
"/ecret,  is  he  to  marry  her  ?"  — 
'^  That,  young  lady,  I  could  never  find 
^  out  i  I  have  inquired,  but  to  no  pur- 

"pofc; 
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^.pafcj  though  thc]r  fay  foUcs  never 

*  inany  their  firft  love.** 

"  No  !''  faid  Mifs  Hanington, ''  No, 
•^ never,*'  replied  Bridget;  *^ it  is  a 
•*  thing  I  never  heard  of  in  my  life, 
"  citcept  among  kings  and  princes  5  they 
**dofiich  things;  but  I  never  heard  of 
^  aiiy  body  clfe ;  nay,  fometimes  it  ia 
^  the  third,    fifth,    Icventh,    or  ninth, 

*  which  laft  number  is  very  lucky  in* 
*'  deed  ;  but  it  is  always  an  odd  number, 
'*  you  may  depend  upon  that/'  -—  "  And 
'*  pnay/'  faid  Matilda,  «  how  far  have 

*  you  got  in  your  numbers  ?"  —  "  Jufl. 
^*  turned  of  the  eighth,  young  lady ;  it 
^  would  not  do  i  I  am  a  different  per- 
^  fon  fincc  the  princefs  came  here  ;  and 
^  they  cannot  fuppofe  that  I  will  denje^n 
'   myfclf  now/'  —  "  We  do  not  want 

*  to  know  your  fecrcts ;  but  tell  us  how 
VOL.  I.  I  "  you 


**  you  felt  when  you  was  firft  in  idv*, 
^^  that  we  may  know  the  fymptomswlicii 
^*  it  conws  upon  us.*' 

**  Indccd/Vreturncd  Bridget,  «  f  felt 
^*  enough  of  the  ftnart  to  remember  ft. 
^  One  ipinutCj  as  hot  as  burning  coals  i 
^'  the  next>  as  cold  as  clay.  Atone  time, 
*^  your  heart  feels  as  big  as  a  lion's  $  at 
^<  another,  lefs  than  a  pigeon's  ;  and  ^u 
*'  are  I-don't-know-howi(h,  and  very 
"  difagreeable  company  to  other  folks  j 
*' juft  like  my  young  lord  here,  pittering 
•'  and  pining,  and  juft  ready  to  die  aWay 
*'  at  the  fmcU  of  cowflips  and  violets  i 
**  neglcfting  your  viftuajs  and  every 
"  thing  clie,  till  you  are  quite  an  ottamy, 
•*  a  perfcdt  bag  of  bones,  with  no  more 
*' colour  than  a  difliclout."— "  And 
*f  who  could  be  fo  cruel  as  to  reduce  you 
**  to  fuch  a  condition,  Bridget  ?"  — 
*'  Why,   lady,  a  carpenter's  fon,    who 

« lived 


,«»ttircd  near  my  father'a  in  Effcx/*— 

f*  And  why  cUd  not  you  marry  him  ? '*  — 

^*  Why^  my  poor  mother,  who  is  now 

*'  dead  and  gone,  faid  it  would  never  be 

*'  a  match,  becaufe  in  the  firft  place  he 

5*  wasmy  firft  love  j  and  in  the  fe^ond,  I 

"was  in  love  with  him,  and  he  was  in 

frlove  with  Peggy.  Tubs  j  andfo,  fure 

.,«  enough,  it  all  went  off."  — "Wei V 

replied    Matilda,  "your  mother  muft 

.^*  have  been  a  very  clever  perfon  to 

•f  jqdge  fo  nicely  ;  but  you  have  had 

..*'  good  health  fince  you  lived  with  us, 

T«^.and  that  muft  have  been  twenty  years/* 

«  Oh  yes,"  faid  Bridget,  **  when  the  firft 

f<  brunt  is  over,    it  never    hurts  you 

^'after ;  but  the  firft  is  bad  enough  of 

*•  all  confcience- ;  mifery  enough  i  but  I 

"  nieverknew  any  body  that  died  of  the 

^*  difordcr,  though  fongs  and  ftories^  fay 

**  fo  much  about  it:  ^  Ah,  I  never  will 

**  believe  it  tilM  fee  it  with  my  own 

I  a  **^y€Si 
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•*.  eyes  J  it  hurts  only  the  heart ;  and  it 
♦•  docs  not  fignify,  for  the  fear  cannot 
"  be  fccn  ;  it  IS  no  eye-fore,  and  lb  who 
«*isthewifer?" 

•*  Very  true,  Bridget/*  faid  Mift 
Harrington's  *f-  icars  upon  the  heart  can- 
^'-not  be  fccn-  fey  the  mod  minute  ob- 
"  fcrver;  if  thtf  could,  fears,  I  am 
*^  afraid,  would  i^  fcen,  and  not 

*** proceed  from  love  neither/* 

^<  But,  (hall  I  go  to  my  young  lord, 
<<  and  inq^iiirc  how  he  does  ?"  — 
"Yes,^*  faid  Mifs  Harrington,  —  She 
foon  returned :  "  As  fure  as  I  am  aliv^ 
'*  young  ladies,"  faid  Bridget,  "  I  have 
"  found  it  out/'  —  "  Found  what  out?" 
demanded  Matilda.  ^'Why,  all  the 
«« love,'*  faid  Bridget  5  "  for  after  I  had 
**  inquired  how  he  did,  with  your  love 

*«  and 
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**  and  commendacions,  I  faw:  oul*  lady 
•'  and  lady  Lifle  through  the  window 
*'  walking  in  the  garden.  So,  faid  I .  to 
•*  myfelf,  that  lady  Lifle  is  a  fwcct, 
**  handfome  woman,  faid  I  -,  but  I  think 
^  Mifs,  her  cldeft  daughter,  will  make 
•*.two  fuch  as  her  for  beauty.  Oh,  flic 
«  was  the  fwectcft  poppet  that  ever  I 
♦*iawr* 

.ti .-  ■■ 

«  What  faid  Mr.  Robert  J'*— ^*  Pleafc 
.♦*  your  honour,"  fays  I,  "  lady  Lifle's 
.*•  waiting -gentlewoman  tdld  me,  that 
•*  Mi^  Mary  Lifle^  her  ladylhip's  el- 
«  deft  daughter,  is  fo  very  extraordinary 
^  beautiful,  that  there  is  half  a  dpzen 
^  different  lords  and  knights  begging  at 
^f  her  feet  for  mercy  every  day,"  i-r  "I 
"am  afraid  fb,  Bridget,'*  fay3hi3lionour 
with  a  terrible  deep  figh ;,  "  but  I 
«*  am  writing,  Bridget  i*  and  then  Ijc 
took  up  a  pen;  ^and  cannot  talk; 
rj  **  fo 
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fMfo  teUmy  fitters  I  am  much  obliged 
^f  CO  them  for  their  inquiries/* 

,  Bridget'^  hiftory  amufed  the  young 
f)COple  J  but  they  were  not  fo  furc  of  the 
(a^t  as  the  waiting-gentlewoman.  They 
were  determined^  however,  to  watch 
their  brother* 

,The  Princefs  feemed  to  be  happy  in 
her  fituation^  and  did  every  thing  that 
lady  Harrington  recommended  to  hen 
The  time  was  approaching  for  hdy 
Lifle's  return  to  London.  —  One  cyen* 
ing3  after  the  Princefs  had  retired  to  rt&, 
lady  Harrington  and  lady  Lifle  were 
fitting  together,  happy  in  each  other's 
cotttfany^  and  chatting  over  ftorie&^f 
the  6ld  court.  •^I  would  give,"  faid 
my  toother,  «« a  great  deal,  if  I  could 
♦«  hear  of  a  friend,  whoyou  may  rcmem- 
^  bcr  was  brought  up  by  my  mother; 

«for 
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•*  for  it  has  been  faid  that  (he  left  Udf 
**  Coniers  in  a  ftrange  way,  artd  foHoiwed 
«*  her  fon,  fir  William  Coniers^.  tx>Itc- 
^  land  i  but  I  believe  no  fuch  thing  f 
*•*  I  knew  her  well,  and  flattered  iliyfelf 
*^  that  Ihe  was  the  laft  perfon  in  thfe 
♦*  world  to  do  wrong. —My  dear  ma- 
**^am,  did  you  ever  hear  any  thing. 
♦*"  concerning  her  ?" 

**  Perhaps,"  faid  lady  Lifle, «  I  ought 

^  not  to  tdl  you  what  I  have  heard,  as 

^  ic  is  not  to  her  advantage;  and  as  you,. 

^^  my.deaii^iady  Halrringlspii,  tte  fo  much 

f*  her  friend."  — • "  Yes^  let  me  hear  the 

'^  worft  that  can  be  laid ;  for  I  am  afrud 

'  ^  1  fliall  fliU  retain  my  opinion;"  —  **  I 

'^  can  give  no  information  from  my  own 

'  •^knowledge,"  faid  lady  Liflcj  «*what- 

^  ever  I  may  fay  proceeds  entirely  ftCftik 

^  reports,  which,  however,  I  have  not 

«  heard  contradiacd."***-^  Alas  r    te- 

14  tailed 


176  THS^  WITCIfj.  AND  TJIS 

turned  lady  Harrlhgton,  "  (he  has  no 
'*  friend  but  myielf ;  furely  fhe  might 
^<  have  found  me  i  but  tell  me^  my  dear 
*'  madamj  what  the  world  have  faid  upon 
••  the  fubjeft/* 

••  I  never  faw  her,'*  faid  lady  Uflc  ; 
<'  but  all  agreed  that  (he  was  a  paragon 
"  of  beauty.  It  was  fufpeftcd  that  Ihc 
"  was  the  daughter  of  the  old  lord  Eflex^ 
^*  but  I  never  heard  her  mother  named; 
"  that  fir  Wilfiam  Coniefrs  was  inclined 
"  to  marry  her,  but  that  his  mother  was 
*'  abfoiutdf  againft  it,  and  fent  him  to 
"  Ireland  to  be  out  of  her  wayj  that 
''  fhe  followed  him,  and  lived  as  his 
"  miftrefs ;  and  what  became  of  her 
*V afterwards  I  never  heard.  Then 
''  another  ftory  is,  that  (he  left  lady 
"  Coniers  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  met 
"  fome  young  man  of  fafhion,  whofc 
<«  name  I  never  heard,  lived  with  him, 

"  and 
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**  iiifd  '  died  in  an  obfeure  lodging  in 
H  London;-^  Again,  I  heard  that  hep 
•*  condufi:  was  fo  very  improper,  tbat 
•5  Mr.  Dcvcrcux,^  her  rtlatiohj,  Md 
**  infifted  upon  her  leaving  England  ^ 
<^  that  fhe  turned  catholic,  and  was  in  a 
**  conyent  in  France }  that  Mr.  Dcve- 
**  rtUKt  upon  condition  that  fhe  fccluded 
**  herfelf>  gave  her  a  penfion  j  but  this 
^  was  not  true  ;  for  I  (poke  to  him  upon 
'*  the  fubjed,  and  he  did  not  even  know 
•*  her  perfonally/' 

**  I  may  truft  you,,  my  friend,"  faid 
kdy  Harrington,  "  by  faying  that  I  have 
"  a  fortune  of  my  Matilda's  in  my  hands,> 
«*  which  I  will  keep  for  her.  When  I 
«*  am  affured  of  her  death,  I  will  giv^  it, 
**  into  Mr,  Dcvercux's  hands,  as  the 
^*  near^Jd  relation  -,  and  you  will  do  me 
'*"  a  (ingular  favour,  my  dear  madam,  if 
"  you  will  make  inquiries  concerning 
^15      ''hct 
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^  her  on  your  return  to  town,  artdf  iiii 
«♦  form  ttic  of  your  Tucccfs  j  for  I  ith 
^  hht  tzfy  in  having  the  cafe  of  other 
•*  pCQpIe's  money  j  but  I  will  not  give 
*»  it  out  of  my  hands  till  I  am  aflurcd  of 
'<*  her  death,  when  Mr,  Devereux,  I 
*'hope,  will  acknowledge  that  I  have 
^  been  a  faithful  fteward."— ^<  Mn  Dc- 
**'vereux/'  replied  lady  Lifle,  '^  is  a  very 
♦'refpeSablc  gentleman,  though  not 
**  very  rich  5  and  I  am  fure  would  not 
«'  wi(h  you  to  do  any  fuch  thing  5  for, 
«*  in  faA,  he  has  very  little  right  to  it, 
*«  and  I  believe  the  law  would  not  give 
«« it  him."~«*  If  it  did  not,'*  faid  kdy 
Harrington,  **  he  (hould  have  it." 

Lady  Lifle  took  her  departure  at  the 
time  fixed,  and  the  princeis  was  left 
entirely  under  the  care  of  lady  Harring- 
ton, Her  highnefs  was  fenfible,  meek, 
extremely  wcU-dilpofed,  and  for -twelve 

months 
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nonchs    every  perfon   in  the  Abbejr 
was  happy^   except  lady  Harrington. 
The  thoughts  of  Matilda  Devereux  gave 
her  continual  pain  j  and  the  ftqgue  (he 
went  through  was^  to  a  perfon  of  her 
"Bgc,  who  loved  eafe  and  retirement,  ill 
compen(ated  by  the  honour  ffae  received; 
—It  was  not  that  fort  of  eafe  which  is 
ib  apt  to  degenerate  into  lazinefs*  that 
flie  liked ;- —  but  \yhat  is  more  properly 
termed  leifure^  or  a  command  of  her 
^me,<— which  Ihe  now  had  not  j  yet  (he 
was  perfefUy  alive  to  every  thing  around 
her^  and  to  the  minuted  trifle  which 
concerned  the  piincefs  or  her  family.— >- 
What  allowed  her  attention  to  be  fo 
particular  was,  that  (he  never*  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  troubled  herfelf  about. 
the  private  aflfairs  of  her  neighbours ; 
five  vifited  them>  but  knew  nothing  of 
their  concerns^,  except  they  wanted  her 
irivite  of  afflftance.  —  But,  to  confcfs 
1:6  the: 
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the  truths  I  verily  believe  it  gave  her 
no  pleafure  to  hear  gofliping  ilorie% 
not  one  fourth  of  which  are  ever  true; 
and  as  that  was  the  cafe,  it  did  not 
require  a  cunning  man  to  find  out  the 
reafon  of  her  not  troubling  heirfelf  about 
them. 


One  very  ftormy  night  in  the  be- 
ginning of  November,  when  the  whole 
&mily  were  buried  in  fleep,  a  Ibdnding 
of  horns  and  trampling  of  horles  were 
heard  at  the  poftern-gate  of  the  Abbey; 
a  loud  knocking  awakened  the  drowfy 
porter>  who  received  from  an  officer  on 
horfeback  orders  to  deliver  a  letter  to 
lord  Harrington  immediately.  My 
lord  read  it  with  agitation  i  he  arofe, 
went  down,  and  defired  the  officer  might 
be  admitted.  When  he  entered,  ^^I 
♦«  think,  fir,"  faid  lord  Harrington,  "1 
«  have  the  honour  of  feeing  the  earl  of 

«  Oxford's 
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«  Oxford's  fori,  colonel  Vcre.'*     Th« 

colonel  bowed,,  and  anfwercd,    ^  You 

^  are,  I  fuppofe,  fir,  lord  Harrington^ 

"^  maAer  of  Coombe  Abbey;  and 'the 

*^«  princcfs  Elizabeth  is  here/'— "  Cer- 

^  tainly,  fir,**    faid  his  lordlhip  j  "  and 

^^  this  note,  which  I  have  had  the  ho* 

*^  nour  of  receiving   from  the    king, 

^<  merely  fays,  that  he  has  fent  you,  as  a 

<<^  pcrfon  in  whom  he  places  great  coa« 

/*  fidcnce,  with  a  troop  of  horfe;and  for 

*•  fiirthcr  particulars  refers  me  to  you, 

<<  I  am^  as  you  fee,  extremely  agitated; 

>*  but  it  proceeds  from  the  anxiety  I 

^  feel  upon  my  royal  mafter's  account.^' 

^^•«.My  mefiage,*'  returned  the  colonel, 

*«will  not  be  long,  but  will  be  un- 

<'  pleaiant :  it  is  this :  a  plot  has  been 

«*  providentially  difcovcred,  which  was 

**  to  have  blown  up  the  parliament  by 

"  means  of  gunpowder.     The  king  and 

**  prince  Charks  were  to  have  been 

"  murdered. 


u  murdered,  and  the  princefi  ISimbtth 
••fee  upon  the  dirone/'—- <^  And  who* 
^*  were  concerned  in  ihis  diabolical  plot?*'' 
•«^<  Grey,  Cobbam,-tnd  Raleigh  i  bur 
^  the  inftnsment  in  t4ie  hands  ^f  thelk 
«<  men  waa  one  Guy  Vaux  or  Fanxw 
^  Such  IS  the  outline  of  the  affair  i  aoik 
^the  kmg,^  my  lord>  fearing  that  the 
^  country  might  rife,  at  the  ioftigaiikm 
<*  of  thofe  people^  and  ieiase  the  prinoei^ 
^  has  fent  me  down  to  proteft  her^^  and* 
^  to  requeft  that  I  may  ha^  groupdies^ 
^out  in  your  park  for  barracks  for  fsif 
**  horfe ;.  as  my  orders  are,  to  be  aanear 
^  the  princefs  as  poffible,  to  keep  a  goodv 
^  guard,  and  do  every  thing  that  yoK^ 
■^  with  me  may  think  proper  for  the 
^  purpofe^''  Lord  Harrington  afiemedi. 
in*  the  mordng  the  ground  was  marked' 
out  for  the  barracksi^  and  workmen  ber 
gan  to  ereft  them^  ^ 

Lady 


liMlf  Hai7»jsgtx>n  find  chc  fnnilf  were- 
ik  exmWe  agitation  tht  "virhole  daf  i 
and  when*  her  ladyihip  iufbntved  ^the^ 
^hccfr  0^  the  bufii)e6>  (he  burft  tacx>  • 
tbifei  of  tAirS)  and  exclaimed^  «^  What  \ 
^willthef  mwdtr  my  father  asd  brother 
^€6  ntftke  me  a  queen?  You  knonv 
^  hdf  Harringtdn^  that  I  cannot.  goTem 
^•myfelf;*'  — «'Yowr  royal  highricfs,*' 
fitumed  kdy  Harringconi  ^^  need  not 
^fear  being  queen  at  prefent.  Your 
^lather  and  brother  are  living;  and 
»  the  difcoveries  which  have  been  niade 
^inillt  I  hopcj  eflTcAually  reftore  tran* 
«  quiUicy^ 

The  accommodations  for  the  horie 
were  Ibon  completed^  and  every  thing 
remained  quiet  for  fooHi  months^  except 
Bridget,  who  deelared  that  ibe  was 
frightened  out  of  her  wits,  and  fliould 
aever  be  happy  again  i  no>  not  if  ihe 
12  lived 
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Ihred  to  be  a  hundred ;  for  (he  was  a&xid^ 
when  (he  went  to  bed«  that  (he  Ihould 
bc  murdered  before  morning.  She 
fcreamed  violently  at  the  fight  of  « 
drawn  fword ;  and  once,  at  the  report 
of  an  arquebufe,  really  fainted  away;- 
She  trotted  about  the  hou(e  all  dajp 
long;  forgot  every  thing;  had  bad 
dreams,— and  vowed  (he  (hook  like.im^ 
afpen-*leaf  when  any  of  the  people  fpolw 
to  her. 

One  day,  coming  from  cRurcfi,  riiey; 
faw  a  mulritudc  of  people  ^flemblcd  in 
the  park.  Lord  Harrington  went  up 
to  them,  and  inquired  the  rcafon  of 
their  coming  in  fuch  crowds.  THey 
told  him,  that  the  king  and  prince  were* 
both  dead,  and  they  were  come  to  (ee 
and  wHh  queen  Elizabeth  joy  on  hef 
acce(rion  to  the  crown.  Lord  Harring- 
ton aflfured  them,  that  the  king  and 
*      '  prince 
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prioce  were  both  in  good  heakh ;  buc 
he  would  requefl:  the  princefs  to  let 
them  fee  her,  provided  they  conduded 
themfelves  properly.  They  promifcd; 
aad  lord  Harrington  went  to  prepare  the 
priocefs,  who  feemed  extremely  averl^ 
to  ipeaking  to  them,  and  exclaimed  in 
an  agonyj. "  Oh,  my  father,  my  brother! 
*•  they  have  mmdered  them,  and  wiH 
** -force  a  bloody  crown  upon  me/* 
Lord  Harrington  aflbred  her,  that  it  wa$ 
only  the  country  people,  who,  having 
heard  the  rumour  which  had  been  ck* 
culated,  wanted  to  pay  their  duty  to  her^ 
he  could  wilh  her  royal  highnefs  would 
ipeak  to  them;  and  hinting  what  he 
thought  would  be  proper  upon  the  oc- 
cafion,  Ihe  at  length  confented.  This 
princefs  was  not  a  beautiful  woman,  but 
extremely  interefling.  She  was.  rather 
tall,  her  face  pale,  with  a  melancholy 
caft  of  countenance  i  and  her  age  at  that 

time 
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time  about  cighttcn.  Colonel  Vere 
drew  out  his  bo)-fe  and  pikemen,  and 
informed  the  people  that  they  muft  be 
filent^  for  the  princefs  would  condeicend 
to  fpeak  to  them.  The  princers»  Udj 
Harrington^  and  her  daughters,  attended 
by  lord  Harrington  and  his  rons»  came 
to  the  place  appointed.  The  princefs 
was  mounted  on  horieback,  that  flic 
might  be  feen  by  the  people^  and  lord 
Harrii^ton  held  her  bridle.  The  &mily 
ftood  around  her,  the  people  nez^ 
and  they  were  Airroundcd  by  tfat  horlci 
The  princefi  begai^  and  ftoppcdi  then 
recolkdiog  and  reco^^eripg  heiftl^  find 
in  a  utmukHis  voice  I 

«<  I  am  very  ibny,  my  good  people^ 
«*  that  the  repoftof  the  death  of  die  kfiig 
•*  my  ftther,  and  the  prince  my  bro- 
••  ther,  thnuli  hire  rrached  you.  What 
^  you  hare  btea  tcid  is  not  troe ;  and  I 

''  perfuadc 
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**  perfuade  mjrfelf  that  I  make  you  happy 
**  by  afluring  you  that  they  arc  both  ill 
*•  pcrfcft  health.  I  feel  myfclf  much 
**  flattered  .by  your  attending  upon  mc 
'*  in  this  manner^  and  will  aflfure  my' 
**  father  of  the  loyalty  and  good  wiffaei 
"  of  hi3  feithfol  fubjefts  in  this  pait 
^  oFEnglahdy  which  tannot  fail  of  be« 
'"  iJig  extremely  ^;reeable  to  him/* 

-  .When  the  princeft  was  fileflt,  lorci 
Harrington  and  his  fona  faid^  /^  Long 
'<Jive  the  princeft  Elizabeth  1"  which 
VIM  tfikotd  and  re-echoed  by  the  peo« 
t>k»  Lord  Harrington  led  her  horfii 
to  the  Abbey,  and  the  crowd  followed. 
Aj  fooo  as  (he  enteredj  barrels  of  ale  and 
|«pvifibna  were  difhiboted  among  them  i 
hot  the  princefs  could  not  be  prevailed 
iapoa  to  fhew  herfelf  at  the  windows^i 
l*he  people  enjoyed  diemfelres  in  eating 

and 
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drinkiiig^  gkvc  three  cheert^^  ^df 
depuiftd  pesceably^  ^^    ' 

;».  ?'.:Who  would  be  a.  ibvereigo,^j  vftid 

tiie  princcis  fighingf  '^when  tbCijao^f^ 

«gindcd  muldtode  wiU.t)cli?y<i,.ftF^ 

V,  (hiqg  dicy  aw  toid^  and  wou)4Tf|# 

V.4fimtk  kM»gdoin3r   without  tfaifikiiigf 

*<  ^dtljer  of  thcmiclvcs  or  others  ?  Simlji^ 

<^  the  hand  oftheJaw  and  the  ec^ofthe' 

^^  fword  ought  to  be  fevcre  upon  tfaftm/^ ' 

'  ."."      ,        .       "         '   "  ■  •  .'■  f-eia  :^ 
'  •*  When  your  royal  highncfe,'*  rr- 

plied  lady  Harrn^on»  '^  conSderSi  that 

*^  the  people  mean  no  baraij  I  am  fure 

^  you  will  not  wifti  them  ta  be  opprelled . 

*^  either  by  the  law  or  the  fwoixi  i  they 

'^  mean  no  mifchief^  and  are  loyal  ^and 

^  good  in  themfelves ;  but  it  k  the  aai^ 

^'  bidous  and  difcontented  who  endear 

"  vour  to  work  upon  their  feelings,  and 

*^  who  iniaamc  them  by  laying,  that  if 

**  things 
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^things  w^re  diSerent  they  might  liire 
'<at  their  eafe.  By  this  method  thef 
'^  draw-in  the  unthinking  multitude 
^merely  as  tools  for  their  diabolical 
^'parpofcs^  At  preient  your  royal 
^tiighnefs  is  held  up  as  a  iecond  Eliza* 
^btthii  they  are  talJ^  that  they  rnuji  be 
^'ihappier  under  your  government  than 
*< under  any  other;  and  they  hold  up 
^ Tome  things  that  the  late  queen  did  in 
"hcrprc^reflcs,  which  were  nothing  in 
"thcmfelves,  but  very  popular  with 
"  the  people  j  for  as  (he  made  the  ge- 
"nius  of  the  Englifti  nation  her  parti- 
**^cular  ftudy,  flie  endeavoured  to  flatter 
"  their  feelings ;  and  when  I  have  heard 
^*  her  tell  them  that  the  Englifh  were 
"the  firft  and  braycft  nation  in  the 
**  world,  they  have  fhouted  inceffantly ; 
**and  fometimcs,  when  her  majefty 
"  would  fpeak  to  a  crowd  of  the  loweft 
**  order,  ftie  would  tell  them  that  (he 

*«  was 
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^  was  afliired  there  was  not  one  ^M(mg 
^  them  but  could  conquer  four  Spa* 
^*  ntards  j  and  at  that  moment  the  weak* 
«^  eft  of  them  would  have  attempCicrd  i^ 
*^  and  perhaps,  in  their  enthufiafin^  wMld 
«^have  beaten  them.    But  the  Fr^nd^ 
«^  and  Spaniards  are  allowed  to  be-tf/si^ 
^'  as  brave  as  ourfelves;  I  cannot  figr 
^  quite/0j'htc2iuk  I  am  fo  like  the  kywer 
<^  orders  of  my  countrymen  that  I  will 
•*  not  believe  it  p<^iblc. — ^I  aUow/^colt- 
tinued  lady  Harrington,  ^^that  vft  aiae'E 
^«  proud  nation,  from  the  duke  to  the 
**  beggar;  for  we  hav€  all  an  inherent 
"•*  courage   and  confcquence  about  tS, 
**  that  I  think  nothing  can  get  the  bettrr 
'*•  of.     It  is  in  our  air,  our  foil,  our  men, 
**  otir  animals.     Such,  my  princcfs,  are 
*'  the  Englifh,  which  charafter  I  hope 
^^  will  never  be  changed  fo  long  as  the 
**  world  endures,  either  by  falfe  prin- 
^'ciples  or  falfe  polilh/*  — The  prin- 
ccfs 


<eis  bowed  afient  to  her  governcls's 
ffoUdcs. 

QuQeA  EKzabcth*sfcat  was  a  fevoarite 
with  the- princefs;  (he  frequently  fat 
AfSve^'and  the  young  Harringtons  would 
jMcftiither  with  the fineft  flowers.--«One 
-€by  ihe  faid^  <*  Lady  Harrington,  yotl 
•^  ifiive  infornied  me  of  many  things  ttf 
**  wliichi  I  was  a  ftrangcr  before.  Do 
*^not  you  think  that  the  Engfilh  arc 
'^  paffionateiy  fond  of  flowdrs  ?  for  at  all 
**^oiir  court  pageants  we  ihould  make 
^^ibuc  a  poor  figure  without  the  gar* 
^rlands*  Their  perfume  is  fo  grateful, 
^the  colours  fo  bright,  and  the  forms 
•^  ft)  beaudful!  then  I  have  obfcrved  in 
^^my  rides  about  London  on  holidays, 
••that  the  people  conftandy  had  their 
^^  hands  and  bofbmS'  filled  with  wild 
••  flowers,  which  they  were,  I  iuppofe, 
^cooveybg  home   to  decorate    their 

••  houfes* 


f[ind|e  c^untiyj  for  tiwrc }»  hat^  m.. 
'f  cottage  g^ei^  ,widio)ic,.  i&|  ro^bq^iri^' 

i '.,  ^^  Ydur  obfenrtttofi  is  vefirtaoqiBft/*. 
MpfiedJadyHaniBgtoni  f^dieie  itftiagi 
ff  thipg  fo  faUcihating  in  flniynftUtllJlt^lNirf 
f*  arefiu)tiv«ted  and4ulfniwd  bi^MthmuA 
f'  we  muftj  wl^iteve^  may  be  j^if;  Sli»- 
«^  doa  in  life,  be  pkafed  ivii^  fr^fit}:  i» 
^beautiful  md  oaitural. .  A  JM^dfiMPe. 
^  perfon  is  always  admired^  and  ftuaac^ 
*'  times  very  much  to  the  po^flbr's  dif- 
^^advantage*  becaufe  it  makes  cheiA 
«  vain.  We  fee  fomc  very  beaucifiit 
^  wild  flowers^  when  tdktn  from  woods 
*<  and  heaths  and  planted  in  our  gardens^, 
^  laoguifh  and  die^  becaufe  nature  never 
''  intended  them  for  the  foO  i  and  chough 
**  the  gardener  may  make  them  grow  by 
^bringing  the  native  earth  wichthexB, 

«yec 
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•*  yet  they  irercr  thri?e  (b  well  as  en 
^  the  6row  of  the  tnbiihtam,  or  in  the 
^  bofom  of  the  trood.-  We  ate,  ma- 
«^dam,   ccrtaiiilf  defighfed   by  Provi* 
^'dence  for  reafofiablc  crcattxress  and, 
^aldio^h  a   handfome  exEerior»    any 
•*'mdre'  than  laiA:^  is  not  of  our  ow* 
«blefto#irtgi   yet-  the' w<»ld' will;  pay 
^homage  to  theAi^      The  liandibtnft 
«*  arc  flattered  becaufe  beauty  gives  plea- 
^*  fare  to  tkofe' who  behold  iti  but  it  is 
^of  Iktle  ufe  to  the  poflcflbr.    Power 
^  flight  to  be  obeyed^  and  will  be  when 
•Either  jiowerful   excrcifc    it  ptoptrly. 
^  CKaies.jfnttft:  be  .punifhed^.  fuid  virtue 
«  rewarded,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
fS  thoie  CO  whom  j^ower  is  rdi^Iogated. 
^  Hiches^  when  the  pofieflbrs  can  be  per- 
#*  fuade4  to  laakc  a  proper  tile  of  them, 
^'vM^r.ofiinfinUe  beni^fji^  to  the  poor  and 
««i|idiiftriousi   the  rich^  may,  if  they 
ffjfk^^.im^^^i^  to 

JrM.i/  K  **  their 
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ff'thcir 'neighbourhood. — Moocy^  evcrjr 
^  pcifon  feels,  is  neceiTary  i  buc^  i  think, 
^<  for.  the  happioers  ef  .1^  private  in^ 
^^  dividual;  an  "  elegant  fufficie/icy,"  is  a 
^  much  more  defirable  blefliog  than  a 
^  profufioni  for  when  we  Tee  the  rich  frc^i 
<'  quently  very  mifer^bley  we  c^nnothelp 
<^.  &ying  with  a  figh^  Righes  cap  neicber 
y  ciire  the  head  nor  the  heart  ach."  .. 

«  Thank  Providence  !' ■  faid  the.pHn« 
cefs,  **  1  poflfefs  neither  beauty,  power> 
*•  nor  riches ;  if  ever  I  (hould,  »dy 
*'  Harrington,  I  hope  not  to  forget  what 
•'  you  have  faid  upon  the  occafion/* 

Colonel  Vere  paid  great  attention  to 
Mifs  Harrington,  and  loukcd  as  if  he 
hoped  and  feared  j  but  the  lady  was 
too  hontft  to  coquet  it  with  hinij  arid 
condufltd  herfelf  with  an  elegant  polite- 
nefs  as  ufual.    One  evening  as  fhe  was 

writing 
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wriciog  in  tier  dofeti  her  brother  catne 
in  rather  abruptly^   aad  threw  himielf 
iato  a  chair.     <<  What  is  the  matter^ 
^  Robert  J*'  (aid  Mifs  Harrington « ^^are 
^'fou    fetiglicd  r  —  «' No/;    he    re- 
plied; ^<'I  came  to  teU  you  a  fecrets^ 
'^  but  perhaps  you  are  acquainted  with 
••  it**' — "  Then  it  certainly  is  no  fecrct  i 
^^  but  cocneiout  with  this  mighty  aBfair**^ 
p— "  Why,  I  caught  colonel  Vere  laft 
!<<4ightftrolling  in  the  woods  by  moon^ 
<*  Jight»  and  I  do  believe  that  be  is  in 
f  love  with  youj— with  you,  Elizabeth.** 
•pii"**  With  mcjf   no  fuch  thing,  I  can 
^  aflbw  you  i  he  has  never  faid  a  word 
"about its  and,  therefore,  what reafon 
^«  can  I  have  to  think  fo  ?^*— «  Words,'* 
replied  Robert,   <'are  not, always  the 
/f  furcft  indicadons  of  a  lovc-fick  fwain  i 
-^  a  man  may  be  in  love,  yet  unable  tp 
#^ii)eak*  — «  Now  I  have  found  you 
#^  out,**  replied  Mifs  JHEarringtpnj/^  upon 
K  2  *^  my 
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5*  toy  word  you  arc  over  head  ahd  carsji 
**  firft,  you  wander  to  the  wobds 'and 
•*  liften  t6  the  nighringalcs,  mudi  more 
^  than  colonel  Verc ;  •  figh    ready   to' 
•''fereak  your  heart ;  nay,  very  frequently 
«*  talk  to  yourfelf  J  and  then  you  pay 
<'  fiich  particular  attention  to  lady  LTflc^. 
^.  that  I  really  believe  you' are'chamourccj 
•f  'pi^he  r.   I  wilh  you  joy,  for  (he  is  a  finci 
^  looking  womin,  though  an  old  onc7 
*^and  fhe  will  be  no  more  than- an  old 
"  woman  twenty  years  hente." — "  Ko,*^ 
faid  Roberts  **  but  I  am  in  love  with  it 
'•  part  of  her.*'— -"  Her  eyes  are  remark* 
«*  ably  brilliant  J  I  never  in  my  life  law  tf 
«  woman  with  fuch  a  pair  of  eyes  at  fifty- 
<c  five."  —  "  Nonfenfe  V*  he  exclaimed, 
•«  No,  no ;  it  is — it  is  her  daughter  that 
•*  I  am  in  love  with;  Mifs  Lifle  has  my 
«  heart ;  and  if  (he  will  not  give  me  hers 
«*  in  exchange,  I  know  not  how  to  get 
<f'  mine  back  again." — «  Poor  Rgbcrt ! 

*'  ihall 
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"  Ihall  I  inform  my  father  or  mjr  ino- 
« ther  V*  —  "  No,  my  dear  Elizabeth^ 
"  let  mc  entreat  you  to  keep  it  fccrct. 
"My  father  has  once  or  twice  men- 
'^tioned  going  to  London  in  a  fev^ 
"  weeks  j  and  I  therefore  defer  it  till  t 
**  accompany  him  thither. — Be  fecret, 
"  dear  Elizabeth,  and  adieu/' 


A  review  of  the  horfe  one  day 
brought  all  the  gentry  and  every  other 
I)erlbQ  in  the  neighbourhood  ir\to  ,the 
park  J  the  princefs,  of  courfe,  was  the 
principal  figure  upon  this  occafion  ;  and 
the  Harrington  family  attended  her. 
When  the  buGnefs  was  over,  the  prin- 
cefs complimented  the  colonel  upon  the 
dexterity  and  good  difcipline  of  his 
regiment,  and  faid,  "  Colonel  Vere,  I 
•5  obfcrved  a  man,  who  feemed  higher 
**  than  a  common  foldier,  yet  not  fo 
**  high  as  a  fubaltcrn,  a  remarkably  well-^ 
K  3  « looking 
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"  looking  man,  with  blue  ribbands  tied 
<«  upon  his  left  arm." — "  That  man, 
•*  madam,"  replied  the  colonel,  "  is  a 
•*  icrjeant,  a  very  good  foldier,  and  of 
*'  courfe  a  favourite  of  mine." — *^  But 
••  what  means  that  ribband  ?  Is  it  a 
"badge  of  diftinftion  from  you?"—- 
•'  No,  madam,"  returned  the  colonel, 
**  that  is  a  mark  of  favour  froni  fomc 
«•  fair  damfcK"    The  princefs  fmiled. 

At  the  hour  of  retirement  the  filters 
were  talking  of  the  reviews  and  the 
gallant  ferjeant  became  the  topic  <rf 
their  converfation.  "  He  is  in.  lovc^ 
"  my  lady,"  faid  Bridget.  "  The  fe- 
••  vour  was  from  Jenny  Hawthorn,  I 
••fuppofe."— «  No,"  replied  Bridget^ 
with  her  face  like  crimfon  5  '*  he  looks 
•'  higher."—."  You  are  the  fair  damfcl," 
faid  Mifs  Harrington  j  **  your  count€- 
**'  nance  betrays  yoU." — *'  If  you  think  I 

^*  am 
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^*  am  wrong,  my  dear  ladies—* 
«  Not  at  all,  Bridget;'  rdpBfcd'Matilda  j 
*'and  the  fcrjeant  muft  ht  i  remark- 
*•  ably  clever  man  fo  foon  to  change 
"  your  opinion,  when  you  had  fuch 
**  horrors  concerning  the  foldiers,  which 
"'•you  muft  now  be  fenfiblc  were  un- 
"founded.^ 

While  the  troops  were  quartered  in 
the.  park  John  Harrington  was  in  his 
dement.  He  loved  the  parade  of  the 
ttnted  field;  he  delighted  in  the  neigh- 
ing ftccd,  and  all  the  pomp  and  circunv- 
ftance  of  war  i  he  was  indefatigable  in 
the  duty  of  a  fdldierj  but  carclcfs  and 
unthinking  in  every  other  refpeft.  He 
"was  wrapped  up  in  military  atcbieve*- 
mcnts^  and  converfcd  and  thought  of 
fcarcely  any  thing  elfes  he  wiflied  to 
combat  dangers^  and  woukl  have  ruOied 
headlong  into  fire  or  water>  with 
aa.  little  concera  as  he  would  have 
K  4  thrown 


,„w.t.«. -»»•'"• 


"^      ! .  he  oAl  «g'"«  „   ot  in  the 

1 6««^":  tt  ccu^a  never  f""^ 

l.U0fcn,orihe  tear. 

-  r-w  the  <*•'•** 
i^  f.  of  b«  ^o^  "**    .,     Hfl*!*^ 
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them  as  much  as  poffible  by  his  ejcam- 

pie;  but  to  facrificc  their  lives  and  his 

own  by  ill-timed  raftincfs  was  Ihockipg. 

He  ought  to  'be  cool  and  confiderat^ 

and  underftand  the  ground  he  was  upon^ 

as  weir  as  that  on  all  fides  of  him  i  rafh- 

ncfs  was  always   an  advantage,  to  the 

enemy  i  "^nd,  my  fon,"  he  added  with 

a  figh^  ^«  I  now  tell  you,  what  I  hope 

"will  not  happen  during   my  life    or 

"  yours  :  but  I  fee  with  the  greatieft  con- 

"cern,  that  there  is  at  prefent  a  fct  of 

"reftlcls  fpirits    in  this  happy   ifland, 

"  that  wane  they  know  not  what ;  they 

**  feem  to  wifh  for  innovation,  which  i^ 

**  always  extremely  dangerous  s  but  when 

'*  I  am  gone,  my  fon,  be  true  to  your 

"  king,  and  you  will  of  courfe  be  true 

*^to  your  country  and  yourfelf.     Re- 

"  Ipeft  its  civil  jurildiclion,  and  under 

"  every  circumftance  obey  it.     I  have 

"  fccn  and  read   the  hiftory  of  many 

K  5  «  countries. 
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•*  countries,  and  have  found,  for  the 
^'  good  of  the  fubjeft,  none  equal  to 
*^  our  own.  Therefore,  reverence  its 
«« laws  and  obey  them."  John  bowed 
and  promifed  to  follow  his  advice. 

My  lord  walked  out,  ruminating  upoti 
what  he  had  faid  to  his  fon,  and  mcc 
colonel  Vere,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a 
good  foldier  in  every  refpeft.  He 
opened  his  heart  to  him,  and  exprefled  a 
thoufand  fears  on  account  of  his  youngeft 
fon.  The  colonel  heard  all  with  won* 
dcrful  patience  ;  and  when  my  lord  dop- 
ed, he  faid,  "  I  do  not  think  your  lordlhip 
«<  ought  to  be  at  all  alarmed  at  the  con- 
•*  duft  of  the  cornet.  He  fcems  to  mc 
«'  to  be  exaftly  the  thing  I  could  wifli  a 
<^  youth  to  be  in  his  fituation.  As  to 
««  rafhnefs,  I  dare  fay  that  in  hunting  he 
««  would  rufh  through  a  pond  rather  than 
«  go  round  it  5  but  be  affured,  military 

'*  difcipline 
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^  difciplinc  win  keep  him  in  order  j  ht 
•*  hds  a  glorious  fpirit,  and  will  be*  an 
^  honour  to  his  country.     Let  him  feci 
^'  his  fituadon^  I  mean  let  him  be  a  pro-^ 
"  per  time  learning  to  obey  as  a  fubaN 
*'  tern  5  then  let  him  remain  as  captain 
f^  iwa  years  before  you  wifli  him  higher; 
V  but  ihould  he  perform  any  fervice  to 
t*  merit  the  applaufc  of  his  country,  or 
^  the  rewards  of  his  fovercign,  in  that 
I'.'caie  never  wi(h  to  keep  him  back. 
<<  Recolle^i  my  lord,  what  you  were  aC 
*'  his  age."  —  "I  was  much  more  in* 
«•  clined  to  the  cabinet,'*   replied  my ' 
lord ;    "  I   did  not  like  that  extreme 
<'  buftle  which  muft  inevitably  attend  a 
«•  military  life  5  but  the  threatenings  of 
^  the  Spaniards  made  me  a  foldier.     I 
*«  was  a  captain  under  lord  Hunfdon, 
*•*  who  had  the  immediate  guard  of  her 
•Vmajefty's  perfon;  arid  from  my  fcnfa- 
•Mions  thcn>  and  even  now  that  I  feel 
K  6  "my 
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f^tny  arms  enervated  by  time,  I  would 
«  do  my  bcft  to  fcrve  my  fovereign  and 
f^  guard  my  own  rights,  which  is  the 
<<  fame  thing.  But  war,  my  good  iir> 
<*  always  fills  me  with  melancholy  i 
<<  for  we  are  on  both  fides  deftroying 
<'  the  human  fpecies  ^  we  are  Caking 
<<  children  from  their  aged  parents^ 
*'  tearing  huibands  from  their  feimilies^ 
«*  and  laying  whole  countries  wafte,  by 
^<  a  fcience  which  one  woukl  chink  wa3 
<*  invented  by  the  devil  himielf.** 

*«  Your  lordfhip's  obfervatbns  are 
^*  certainly  true,"  anfwcred  the  colonel  j 
*^  but  all  the  inhabitants  of  creation 
•*  deftroy  each  other.  Animals  of  the 
**  fame  fpecies  feem  to  hiive  a  rooted 
**  hatred  5  yoii  may  fee  it  in  the  loweft 
**  order  of  beings.  Yeftcrday  I  obfcrv^ 
«<  ed  an  unfortunate  ftranger  hen  who  had 
?*  got  into  your  poultfy-yard  i  it  was 

"not 
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f'jnot  fctiing-nmc,  and  yet  the  whole 
1<  famUjr  were -in  an  uproar  j^  the  hen 
f<  defended  herielf  well,  but  would  moft 
^^  certainly  have  been  killed  if  one  of  the 
f^dooieftics  had  not  rcfcued  her/'— » 
^^But,  my  dear  colonel  Vert,  that  was 
^*  perfe^ly  juftifiable ;  the  hen  was  an 
'>  intruder^  and  mine  con(kiered  her  a& 
^.  coming  to  take  pofTeQion  of  their  do^ 
<*  mainsy  in  which  cafe  they  were  cer-» 
V  tainly  right.  Ic  is  the  law  of  nature  ; 
•^  the  rooks,  the  bees,  &c.  have  a  cer- 
*«  tain  knowledge,  inftindt,  or  whatever 
'A  you  plcafc  to  call  it,  of  property, 
••  What  IdiOike  is,  when  nations  war  for 
^  a  little  barren  territory,  which  cannot 
**  be  of  any  poffiblc  ufe  to  either  of 
••them*'* 

"  Yet  war,  my  lord,  taken  in  another 
•'  light,*'  replied  the  colonel,  *^  is  ufeful  ^ 
?  it  takes  offtht  idle,  the  profligate,  and 
^  **thc 
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"  the  petty  thief.  Thofc  may  all  make 
•«  good  Ibldiers  ;  proper  difcipKne  will 
^<  make  men  think  who  never  thought 
<^  before ;  they  may  become  good  and 
^  ufeful  members  of  fociety  s  and  as  your 
^  lordfhip  knows  that  wars  have  been 
•'  excrcifrd  between  nations  ever  fince 
<'  the  beginning  of  time»  I  almoft  think 
<^  it  a  prefumption  not  to  fuppofe  ic 
«*  neceflary." — "It  may  be  fo,  fir/' 
replied  my  lord,  "  for  I  cannot  prove 
•*  by  any  argument  tha't  it  is  not." 

Mr.  Butler,  by  attending  the  prince&j 
became  a  great  favourite  ;  but  he  was  not 
yet  a  bifhop,  to  the  utter  adoniihmcnr 
of  his  wife  and  daughters.— They  could 
not  think  the  reafon  of  it  -,  he  that  was* 
tagging  from  morning  till  night  to  and 
fro,  from  the  parfbnage  to  the  Abbey^ 
and  from  the  Abbey  to  the  parfonage, 
bad  not  got  one  finglc  thing  j  nothing 

on 
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oti  the  earth  but  a  fcarf  and  a  ihabby 
penfion.  What  coi^ld  be  the  feafori 
they  cotild  not  diviriie ;  but  to  be  fure  It 
was>  one  way  or  other,  the  moft  unac-' 
cduntable  thing  that  ever  happenedj 
to  -have  their  father  chaplain  to  her 
royal  highnefs^  who  moft  likely  would 
one  time  or  other  be  queen  j  for  they  had 
heard  a  hundred  times,  that  prince 
Charles  had  but  a  fickly  conftitution  i 
and  the  people  were  fo  very  fond  of  her 
royal  highnefs,  becaufe  her  name  was 
Elizabeth,  that  they  fhould  not  wonder 
if  her  royal  highnefs  was  made  queen : 
even  againfl:  her  royal  highnefs's  own 
cojnfent.. 

.  However,  thefe  good  gentlewomen 
were  not  quite  in  the  fecrct ;  for  the 
princefs  had  defired  lord  Harrington  to 
hint  59  Mr.  Butler,  that  if  any  prefer- 
ment fliould  faUj  which  was  agreeable 

to 
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to  hiiTij  he  Ibould  fayfoj  as  (he  wilhed 
that  fo  good  a  man  (bould  be  better 
known  in  the  worl^^  and  he  (hould  have 
her  good  wi(hcs  and  recommendation 
to  the  king.  Lord  Harrington  acquaint* 
cd  Mr.  Buclcr  with  this  gracious  meflage, 
which  he  received  with  extreme  graci« 
tude,  but  faid  that  he  was  too  old  and 
unambitious  s  that  he  found  himfelf  over- 
fated  by  her  royal  highnefs's  goodncfsjf 
that  the  honour  of  being  her  chaplain 
at  the  Abbey  was  the  utmoft  of  htf 
wifhes  s  he  was  happy  in  the  fituatiori 
wherein  Providence  had  placed  him; 
and  having  always  lived  above  wantj  and 
below  envy,  he  wilhed  to  die  fo,  though 
at  the  fame  time  he  was  extremely  ienfi^' 
ble  of  her  goodncfs  towards  him.  The 
princefs  was  at  firft  furprifed,  but  could 
not  help  feeling  the  propriety  of  the  an- 
fwer ;  and  to  confer  fome  perfonal  fa- 
vour faid,  «  1  will  go  next  Thurfday  to 

*'thc 
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5*  the  parfonage,  eat  fomc  of  Mr,  But* 
f  ier's  fruity  and  briog  back  a  nofe«* 
"gay." 

The  report  of  this  foon  reached  the 
parfonage;  and  the  family,  from  the 
moment  of  its  arrival;  till  the  important 
Thurfday,  were  all  in  a  buftle.  Such 
decking  out  of  the  windows  and  chimney 
pieces,  and  pulling  out  cufhions  worked 
1)y  their  grandmother,  which  had  not 
ften  th?  light  for  twenty  years  1  Mrs. 
Butler  was  refolvcd  to  array  herfelf  in 
'At  identical  gown  (he  was  married  in^ 
jttid  to.  put  on  a  very  handfome  thumb- 
ring.  She  declared  the  gown  had  never 
been  worn  but  twice ;  its  colour  was  a 
beautiful  dark  green,  and  it  was  made  of 
true  Genioa  velvet.  The^  thumb-ring 
formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Budcf*s  fethcr, 
a  fober  thriving  citizen,  and  it  fitted 
wonderfully  well>.  having  undcjcgone  a 
•  ^  *  *  winding 
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winding  wichiir^  which  fervice  was  dex« 
teroufly  performed  by  her  youngcft 
daughter. 

At  length  the  day  arrived^  and  the 
princeis^  attended  by  xhe  family,  walked 
to  the  parfonagc.  Mrs.  Butler^  MjhQ 
narrowly  watched  the  approach  of  h?r 
royal  gueft  from  the  garjet  window  op- 
pofite  the  road,,  being  detcroiined^tp 
have  the  honour  of  opening  the  wicket* 
gate  of  the  litde  court,  which  led  to  the 
parfonage,  that  Mc  Butler  might  not 
ihatch  it  from  her,  kept  her  eyes  fix^ 
cd  upon  the  road,  being  furc  the  prin-. 
cefs  would  come  with  all  her  attendants 
on  horfeback,  as  (he  fomctimcs  went  to 
the  nobility  in  the  neighbourhood.  As 
the  princcfs,  however,  tookafhadywalk 
through  the  park,  of  courfe  Mrs.  Buder 
did  not  fee  her  coming  down  the  road  j 
but  hearing  a  little  buttle  in  the  fore 
court,  fhc  faw  with  infinite  regret  Mr, 

Butler 
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Butkr  with  the  gate  in  his  handj  and  the 
princefs  entering.  She  got  into  the 
parlour  when  they  had  been  in  it  about 
two  minutes*  and  the  princefs  was  faying^ 
^"  What  a  pretty  little  place,  Mr.  Butler  I 
**  I  do  not  wonder  that  you  are  fo  fond 
**  of  it,  it  is  fo  neat  and  fo  peaceful/'  — • 
••  May  it  pleafe  your  royal  highnefe," 
he  returned,  *^  I  have  lived  niany  years 
•«  here  very  happily/' — "Now  fhew  me 
•'your  garden,"  faid  the  princefs i 
^  and  tell  me  which  is  your  fevourite 
««  part  of  it."  He  attended  her  to  a 
bbwer»  compofed  of  eight  elms  planted 
in  a  circle,  with  honey- fuckles  winding 
round  them,  and  fweet-briar  growing  as 
a  hedge  within.  In  the  middle  flood  a 
table,  with  one  leg  let  into  the  earth,  of 
no  very  elegant  fafhion,  and  a  circular 
wooden  bench  within  the  fweet- briar. 

'  •«  I  am  not  /urprifcd,   Mr.  Butler,** 
laid  the  princefs,  ^^  that  this  is  your  fa« 

«  vourice 
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«^  vouritc  retreat,"  [fitting  down  at  ^  the 
Jumt  time  upon  the  benchi]  "  for  it  is  very 
^*  delightful."  ~  «<  1  fpend  my  mormngs 
•*  here,  madam,"  he  replied,  "  when  the 
"weather  is  fine,  in  reading,  writihg, 
*'  and  meditating,  the  only  things  I  arS 
^  good  for."  — «  That,'*  obfcrved  the 
princeft,  **  is  faying  a  great  deal  for 
•*  yourfclf  5  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
•*  world  cannot  or  will  not  do  half  (6 
«*  much.  But  did  not  you  promife  ftic 
*•  fome  fruit?  I  flibuld  like  toliavc^  it 
**  here."—"  Bring  the  fruit,  my  dears,*^ 
iaid  Mr.  Butler  to  his  daughters  i  ^*  and 
"  the  flowers  we  collcfted  this  morning." 
They  withdrew,  and  brought  them  into 
tjie  bower. 

"  DeaV  me  !"  faid  Mrs.  Butler  to  her 
hufband  in  a  whifper,  while  the  princefi 
•was  eating  the  fruit  and  converfing  with 
lord  and  lady  Harrington  >  "  dear  me  ! 

"  won't 
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'^  won't  the  princefi  have  my  worked 
"cufhionsio  fit  upon  i  Shall  I  fetch 
^^  them  out  of  the  parlour  ?*'  —  "  No* 
^'  my  dear,  the  princefs  prefers  fitting 
"here  without  them ^'*  — "Oh,''  faid 
Ac  in  aa  agony, .  <5 1  am.  quUc  afiiam* 
*'  ed ;  this  place  is  in  fucK  a  pickle,  and 
^  hardly  fit  for  any  Chriftian  foul  to  come 
^hitOp  much  lefs  her  royal .  highnefs. 
?  What  a  thing  it  is  for  fuch  9  pcrfon  to 
"'fit. in  fuch  a  place  !"  —  «  The  princefs 
"  prefers  it,  my  dear,- '  returned  Mr. 
Buder.  .  '*  What  does  that  .  fignify  ?*^ 
fcid  his  wife  5  "  I  am  half  mad  about  it, 
"  and  Khali  be  quite  fo  in  five  minutes. 
"  What  ftiall  I  iky  to  my  neighbours  ? 
**  They  will  think,  nay,  they  mufl:  think 
**  that  my  cuftiions  were  difdained  by  her 
"royal  highnefs."  —  "  Then  tell  them, 
"  my  dear,  that  the  princefs  was  in  rap- 
"tures  with  this  bower,"  faid  Mr. 
Butler.  "  I  would  not  tell  a  lie  to  favc 
"  my  life ;  I  am  furc  her  royal  highneft 

"i$ 
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^  is  in  no  raptures  at  all ;  for  fhe  is  as 
^  ftill  asamoufc,  and  looks  as  carekft 
««as  any  thing."— ^«  The  princcfs  is 
<^  enjoying  herfclf  in  her  own  way," 
laid  MnBuder;  <*  therefore^  my  dear, 
^  if  you  ever  wiih  CO'  Ice  me  a  Uihop^ 
V  do  not  lay  another  woid«" 

This  filenced  the  good  woman  imme- 
diately; but  it  did  not  prevent  fi»n6 
bitter  reflexions  entering  her  im^gina* 
tion,  as  to  the  dilgrace  her  embroidered 

cufhions  had  met  with,  in  having  an  old 
wooden  bench  preferred  to  them. 

The  princefs  commended  the  fruit 
and  admired  the  flowers,  the  latter  of 
which  fhe  put  into  her  bofom ;  then 
arofe,  walked  round  once  or  twice,' and 
took  her  leave.  Mrs,  Buder  had  now 
the  honour  of  opening  the  wicket^gatc 
for  her  royal  highncfs,  and  received  a 

gracious 

5 
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Ip^ous  finile*  The  party  walked  back 
reiy  well  factsfied  co  the  Abbey» 

•^Well,*'  faid  Mrs.  Butler,  "if any 
^  body  had  told  me,  that  a  princels  was 
f*.'to  come  iato  my  houfe  in  fuch  a  way, 
V.  I  could  not  have  believed  its  I  (hould 
^'  have  been  fo  ^gry,  that  I  ifhould  have 
'<  been    ready  to  have  torn  them  in 
fVpieces.    Why,  flic  never  went  into 
^<^0ie:  heft,: room  at  all  i  iaw  nothing  of 
51  my  nice  brown  boards,  that  are  con- 
5|ftandy.  rubbed  till  they  fhine  like  a 
5'  lopkingrgla(s,  and  which  for  years  and 
**.  years  I  have  taken  fuchi  pains  about* 
^^  Nay,  I_  don't  know  [/peaking  to  her 
*f  daugbters'\  that  there  has  been  a  foil 
^<c  open  them  thefe  ten  years.     And  as 
5*  to  you,  my  dear,  you  will  never  be  a 
/Vbiihop,  I  am  furcj  fotinftcad  of.fay- 
J^:  ing  that  you  were,  contented^  and  all 
<<  that  nonfenfcj  you  (hoMld  have  faid, 
'    ,    .      '  '.        "that 
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^  diat  yoo  wercquite  miiSnabfe,  iiiCMild 
«<  have  abuicd.die  houicy  and csdled if 
'^  the  fhabbieft  place  in  the  world ; 
«<  whidi  would  have  given  Jier  to^al 
•«  highne^  feme  hints  of  the  matters  -  f 
«  warrant  (he  would  haveiimdevfttfod 
«<  70U  well  enough  s  but  you  will  ne?^ 
M  be  a  bilhop,  I  fee  that." 

«  I  do  hot  intend  it^  my  dear^^'  filA 
Mr.  Budcr ;  «  I  live  happily^  I  have  a 
<<  good  income  while  I  do  Uve,  aiid  when 
«<  I  die  can  leave  you  and  our  daugfatm 
•*  an  eafy  competence.  Could  you  fee 
•'  into  the  world,  you  would,  lam  furci 
«  be  pcrfcaiy  fatisfied."  — «'  No,"" 
faid  flie,  *'  I  can  never  be  fatisficd  when 
««  people  don't  make  the  moft  of  thdr 
^  good  ludk.  Why,  her  royal  h^hncfi 
*■  coming  here  Was  a  chance  in  tea 
**  thoufahd,  and  fee  how  you  hav*  let 
[itflipthroi^h  your  fingers,"— «  My 

«'dcar 
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«  dear  wife/'  faid  Mr.  Butler,  *^confidcir 

^  how  many  years  w%  have  lived  hap-» 

<'  pUy  cogcdier  in  this  place ;  our  lot  has 

V  been-  extremely  fbrtimate ;  we  haye 

^  not  been  tofied  abolic  the  world  as 

u  manyr  others  are ;  let  us  not  wrangle, 

^^dierefore;  you   know  that  peace  it 

«*  what  I  prefer  to  every  thing ;  and  yon 

*^  alfo  know,  that  I  would,  to  pleafe  you^ 

^  give  up  any  thing  but  my  happinefs. 

<'  Reft  aflfured,  that  I  am  not  fit  to  be  ai 

«  biflxop,  nor  you  a  bilhop's  wife.    We 

^  arc  rcfpefted  in  our  prcfcnt  fituations, 

<^  and  do  not  let  us  entertain  a  wi(h  to 

^<  become  ridiculous  in  our  old  age.'' 

**WcU,  well;'  faid  Mrs.  Butler^ 
roiUng  up  her  beft  gloves,  <<  I  muft  go 
«  aridntakc  off  this  gown,  and  bruih  slnd 
"  fold  it  nicely.  I  will  take  care  of  my 
«  affairs,  whatever  other  folks  may  do 
«  with  theirs.*' 

,yoL.  I.  L  Lady 
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Ijidf  Ii(k  wracc  CD  hdf  Htniogtbtfy 
W  bf^  tiiac  flic  had  made  every  inqmij 
in  her  power  cooceniiiig  her  firiendt  but 
nidiouc  cBc&  s  diac  ihe  had  feen  Mr. 
Devereuzi  who  returned  hisdianks  for 
her  care  of  die  property,  but  that  he 
could  hear  nothing  of  Matilda  Deve- 
Ruz  i  and,   as  that  was  the  caie,  he 
b.'gged  diatthe  eftateand  money  miglbr 
remain  in  the  hafids  of  fi>  good  a  ftrvtatd 
as  her  kdyfhip. 
* 
The  princcfs,  on  her  return  to  the 
Abbey,  exprefled  fo  much  fatisfadion  at 
the  vifit  to  Mr.   Buder,  that  for  fome 
time  £hc  continued  the  fubjcft.  "  How 
•*  happy  muft  thofc  good  people  be  !** 
faid  the  princcfs  5  **  how  free  from  the 
f « (torms  of  life  1    Every  violent    blaft 
**  which  agitates  the  great,  blows   too 
«  h.^h  to  afFcft  them.     Happy,  happy 
,  f«  in  retirement  and  competence,  they 

''  glide 
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'^  glide  fmoothly  through  the  worlds 
^^aad  in  a  good  old  age  will  fink  peace- 
^^  ably  into  the  grave ;  their  memories 
^^  loved  by  their  friends,  and  refpeftcd 
**  by  their  neighbours!" 

"  Few  men  have  lived  better  beloved 
"  than  Mr.  Butler/*  faid  lady  Harring- 
ton ;  "  and  no  man  has  dcferved  it  more. 
"  His  meeknefs,  chccrfulncfs,  good 
'^  fenfe,  and  above  all  his  religion  and 
"  charity,  have  marked  him  as  a  blefling, 
"  confined  indeed  to  a  little  fpot ;  but 
"  every  individual  within  his  reach  has 
^*  been  benefited  either  by  his  precept 
"  or  example.  I  aflure  your  royal 
"  highncfs  that  I  fpeak  fi-om  my  own 
«*  feelings  and  knowledge ;  his  religion 
'*  is  fincere  and  chcerfiil ;  his  charity  be- 
"  flowed  with  the  greafteft  poffible  ad- 
"  vantage  to  the  receiver  j  nay,  I  can 
"  give  you,  madam,  other  proofs  of  his 
Li  *'  charader : 
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«<  charaftcr :  he  was  ever  indulgent  to 
«  the  follies  of  youth  and  inexperience, 
«<  and  can  bear  the  tirefome  prattle  of 
<^  weak  uninformed  people  without 
<«  flic  wing  any  impatience.  His  tem- 
"  per  is  fo  good,  that  he  is  never  agitated 
«*  by  the  little  inevitable  evils  of  life, 
*«  but  bears  them  with  a  fobriety  and 
•*  patience  that  charms  me.  To  fdm 
««  up  his  character  in  the  words  of  btir 
•«  great  dramatic  poet,  •^  Take  hiita  for 
^<  all  in  all,  we  ne'er  fhall  look  updA  his 
«'  like  again." 

«« I  am  concerned,**  laid  die  princefi, 
<^  that  he  will  not  move  in  a  highci* 
*♦  fphere  for  the  benefit  of  mailkind. 
**  His  example  might  do  much  good  j 
**  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  I  muft  ackiiow- 
^  ledge,  that  he  has  fhewti  his  judgment 
«»  and  good  fcnfe,  in  preferring  eafe  and 

<^  retirement^ 
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«*  xetircment,  at  liis.timc  of  lifrj.  tp  thp 
•"f  buftlc  of  xhe  world.'* 

The  next  day,  as  the  young  ladies 
were  at  their  toilet,  Mrs.  Bridget  fcemcd 
extremely  low  in    fpirits.     "  What  u 
«*  the  matter  ?*'  faid  Mifs  Harrington. 
**  Are  you  not  well  ?   You  fcem  not  to 
«*  be  fp  cheerful  as  ufual.'*  — «  There 
^*  is  cayfe  enough  for  that,  good  young- 
y  Jady.     Who  could  have  thought  fuch 
-^^  changes  and  chances  could  happen  in 
«*  the  world !   then  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
-••  fomc  folks  I   I  am  fure,   what  with 
•'their  fwearing,  and  what  with  their 
^*  lying,  one  would  think  that  the  Old 
•«  One  himfelf  had  got  faft  hold  on  them. 
^'  i  am   fure  my  heart  aches  when  I 
^' think    on  V  — "What    is    all  this 
^*  about,  Bridget  ?  You  talk  as  if  you 
«  were  mad/*  —  "  So  I  am  almoft  cra- 
^  zy  i  fit  for  nothing   in  this   world 
1,  3  "  but 
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^^'mit  to  be  a  couHh  Betty/  and  wander 
'•about  the  country,'  all  betrappeftd 
**  with  flowers  and  Willow-garlands/*  — 
^«  Speak  out/'  faid  Mifi  Harrington; 

V*  IS  the  fcrjcant "-^''  The  fe'ijejant 

*'  is  a  devil  in  carnation  F*  faid  Bridge^ 
'•^^  Laft— yes,  laft  Monday,  he  got  fomtr 
f*  thing  great  as  to  moneys  it  wap,J 
'•'think,  a  quarter-of-^a-mafter's  place  ;^i 
•*  very  fine  thing*. which  brings  inpIeo|7 
'*•  of  money  s  wliat  could  poflfefsdbeoivi 
•'  I  can't  tlrink ;  but  this  blefled  morning 
"  was  he  married  to  Bet  Hawtjiorn»>a 
**  tallow-faced  minx,  who  is  little  better 
"than  a  couple  of  deal  boards  clapped 
"  together.  Oh  that  ever  I  was  born  1'* 
A  flood  of  tears  came  very  feafonably  to 
the  waiting-gentlewoman's  relief,  or  the 
complaint  might  have  been  as  long  as 
ever  was  uttered  by  forfaken  damfel  ir 
•romance; 

"  TaJ 


,  MAID  OF  HONOUR*  223 

**  Take  courage,  Bridget/"  faid  Mifi 
Harrington  5    "  take  courage,  and  do 
•^  not  cxpofe  yourfelf  in  this  manner. 
"  You  will  be  the  jcft  of  the  whole 
•'  family  j  you  will  furnifh  them  with 
♦^laughter  for  the  whole  winter;  I  (hould  ' 
^*  be  glad  to  fee  you  carry  it  off  with  a 
/'high   hand;    that   would  (how   your 
**  fpirit,  and  give  me  pleafure/'— "  It 
^  is  very  well,  my  dear  young  lady,'*" 
returned  Bridget,  «  for  thofe  to  laugh 
'^  who  win ;  but  a-fegs  the  lofer  gene- 
'-^«  rally  laughs  on  the  wrong  fide  of  the 
«•  mouth,"  —  "I  am  furprifed,"    faid 
Madlda,  <<  that  this  fellow  did  not  take 
^  a  fancy  to  Jenny  Hawthorn,  who  is  a 
"  very  pretty  girl.'*—"  No,  no,  young 
'*  lady,  fhe  would  not  fo  much  as  look 
"  at  him ;  that  farthing- candle  Bet  has 
•*  got  forty  good  marks  left  her  by  her 
**  grandmother ;  and  that  was  the  bait 
'*  which  caught  this  gudgeon.     Joy  go 
L  4  *•  with 
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^mdi  riicttr,  fL-7  li  I  warrint  ffic  w2l 
^  CDC  2  ptettjr  figore  on  die  top  oT  a 
^  bs^gsgc  wzcgtxt  TB  a  fro&Y  morosagy 
^  witfi  &er  nofe  nipped  wkfa  the  cold, 
^  fill  it  is  die  cokxzr  of  die  loog  parpte 
^flower  Ax  grows  in  die  mcadowi 
'«>  aod  fisoQld  diejr  be  lent  beyond  fei  to 
^fig^  die  bbdu,  diere  would  be  z 
^  ciimupbHOKC  dbjr  fcf  poor  Bri^et! 


«*  Do  not  be  lb  ill-oatiHcd,  Brk^tt^^ 
laid  Mifii  Iftfringtoo.    **  Come»  I  am 

^'  going  to  look  orer  my  wardrobe ; 
^  perhaps  I  majr  find  (bmeching  that  I 
^  do  not  want*" — *^  God  blcfs  you,  my 
^*  dear  good  lady !  and  if  I  don't  pluck 
^  op  a  fpirit,  and  wear  that  nice  gown 
^  with  an  air  that  Ihall  tell  them  I  defy 
^^  them  all !  and  then,  let  them  fiiigger 
*'  and  fnccr  juft  as  much  as  they  like, 
^'  Bridget  will  carry  it  off  in  defiance, 
•♦  or  die  for  it."—**  Here  is  a  gown,*' 

faid 


UAlflL  OF  HONOUJ^,  %%$ 

{^  Mifs  Harcington,  <^  which  you  (hall 
^*  Mv^c."-— *' It  will  become  you  of  lUl 
*'  thing?/'  faid  Matilda,  "  and  will  fuit 
.*•  your  complexion  cxadly.'* — "  Now/' 
,iaid  Bridget,  "lama  match  for  them  ^ 
**  and  no  more  moving  ftori<rs  (hall  he 
■*'  tell  me ;  how  a  great  lady  died  for 
**  love  of  him,  ^nd  fo  broke  her  heart, 
•*  poor  foul !  becaufe  her  relations  were 
"  cruel,  and  fuch  like.  Thefc  thing$ 
.^*^as  be  fatd  many  and  many  a  time  it^ 
••  the  buttery  ;  but  he  (hall  jicvcr  do  ic 
««  again,  I  can  affure  him  :"— and  away 
ihc  trotted  with  her  gowa  under  her 

Xhe.princcfs  grew  extremely  attached 

Jjo  the  Harringtons,  and  her  days  had 

.paffcd  quietly. and  pleafancly  at  the  Ab* 

(bey. — One  morniag  a  courier  arrived 

with  letters  from  the  kiog  to  her  roy^l 

l^ighncis  and  lord  Harrington^:  defiriog 

L  5  the 


\ht  piincefs  to  come  to  townj  and  k>rd 
Harrington  with  his  family  to  attend 
her.  His  lordfhip's  letter  gave  hhn  to 
undcrftandj  tnat  the  Prince  Palatine  was 
arrived  from  the  continent,  and  wifticd  to 
marry  the  prineefsj  to  which  the  king 
l)ad  no  objedion^  but  would  not  have  'it 
mentioned  to  her  till  they  had  feen  each 
other.  The  princefs  regretted  leaving 
the  Abbey,  but  was  prepared  to  meet 
the  king  with  cheerfolncfs.  The  young 
Harrfngtons  were  in  raptures ;  they 
thought  and  eonverfcd  of  nothing  elfc^ 
Elizabeth  and  Matilda  wanted  to  fee  the 
world,  particularly  "the  court,  thou^ 
lady  Harrington  had  frequently  told 
them,  that  it  was  not  what  h  had^been 
in  the  glorious  reign  of  her  royal  mifr 
trcfs ;  that  every  thing  was  fiat  and  utk^ 
interefting,  compared  to  the  magnificent 
court  of  Elizabeth,  It  was  fufficient 
that  they  had  not  fccn  it;   and  .tbey> 

like 


I 
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:Uke  mod  young,  p^ople^  ^  had  a  greftc 
deal  of  curioficy,  which  mere  defcripdpo 
can  never  gratify. 

Robert  was  as  happy  as  lovers  were 
IKrinicced  to  be  in  thofc  days,  encom- 
paiTed  by  hopes  and  fears,  and  ready  to 
lay  down  his  life  at  the  f«t  of  his 
divinity.  John,  in  colonel  Vere's  rcgi- 
SDent,  was  to  have  the  honour  of  being 
one  of  her  royal  fcighnels's  cfcort  to 
l/>ndon,  and  was  thinking  of  the  plea- 
furc  he  (houid  feel  on  enterijig  town, 
having,  while  with  his&thef,  envied  a 
troop  of  horfe  that  he  iMKorancing  along 
the  ftrcets,  when  he  hearohtfie  admiration 
of  the  multitude  upon  the  occafion.  Oh, 
thought  he,  had  I  but  a  troop,  how  well 
my  men  and  horfes  (houid  be  difciplined, 
how  fmart  their  regimentals  and  ac- 
coutrements Ihould  be,  and  what  plea- 
fure  I  (hould  enjoy  in  having  them  the 
ftft  in  the  kingdom  ! 

L  6  Every 
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Every  one  flMcers  himfelf  with  the 
attainment  of  what  he  wifhes,  and  hope 
was  certainly  implanjted  in  the  human 
heart  to  fuflain  us  through  all  the  trying 
viciflitudes  of  Kfe.  —  John  Harrington 
certainly  looked  forward  to  a  truncheon; 
he  did  rights  and  I  could  wifh  all  my 
warlike  countrymen  would  do  the  lame« 
An  admirars  Sag  or  a  truncheon  are  fine 
things.  My  mercantile  friends  look  to 
an  alderman's  gown,  a  full  purfe,  _and  n 
fnug  villa;  my  country  neighbours,  to 
being  rcfpcftable  magiftrates,  experi- 
mental farmers,  and  the  guardians  of  the 
poor;  and  you,  my  honcft  friends, 
who  plow  the  field,  or  work  at  the 
loom,  to  a  nice  little  fnug  farm  or 
fliop :  be  therefore  indudrious  and 
fuber. 

But  to  you  whom  birth  and  fortune 
have  placed  in  a  higher  ftation  in  this 

happy 
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happy  ifland,  it  is  to  you  that  we  look 
up  to  fupport  the  laws  of  our  country, 
to  cherilh  its  conflitution^  to  prelerve 
its  intercfts  and  its  liberties^  and  to  hand 
them  down  pure  and  unfulJied  to  your 
Ions  5  to  foftcr  genius,  in  whatever  form 
it  appears,  and  to  (ludy,  proteiSl:,  and 
encourage  the  liberal  arts. 

The  cavalcade  travelled  flowly  towards 
luondon,  and  in  a  few  days  reached  it* 
The  princcfs  was  eager  to  erabracc  the 
king  and  prince  Charles.  They  thought 
tier  much  improved,  and  the  prince  faid 
m  great  many  agreeable  things  to  lady 
Harrington  upon  the  occafion.  Lady 
Harrington  had  done  her  duty  in  every 
rcfpcdl,  and  therefore  the  compliments 
paid  by  the  prince  were  grateful.  The 
.pains  (he  had  taken  were  amply  repaid, 
and  (be  felt  herfcif  relieved  from  a 
great  caie  .on.  that  account.     She  ia« 

quired 
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quired  for  her  friend  Matilda,  but  cotiM 
hear  nothing;  this  fhed  a  damp  upaa 
her  fceltngSy  for  (he  foreboded  that  her 
friend  was  no  more ;  (he  was  fearful  of 
it,  and  perfuaded  herielf  ic  was  ib.«— Sh(S 
wifhed  to  fee  Mr.  Devereux ;  but  the 
real  fad  was,  (he  wanted  the  friend  oC 
her  early  life  with  her. 

The  days  of  youth  are  fo  pure  w^ 
fimple,  when  pafl^d  in  the  country,  flM, 
refledion  upon  them  can  never  failtOj 
give  pleafurc.      The  walk  in   Spring, 
when  Nature  begins  to  give  pronnfe  of' 
bioflbms,  the  fpringing  corn  and  grafSj 
the  (inging  of  the  larks  above  our  heads^ 
the  fimple  twittering  of  the  hedge-fpar- 
row  in  ihc  bulbcs,  and  the  fluttering  of_ 
the  butterflies  in  the  green  lanes,  muft 
give  to  an  unfophifticated  mind  thofe: 
kinds  of  emotions  and  fenfations  whidfe^ 
arc  much  ealkr  felt  than  dcP:ribed. 
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But  our  family  had  nothing  to  do  wkh 
thcfc  plcafurcs  at  prcient.  The  ekAor 
was  prefented  to  the  prineefti  the  con* 
fquence  was»  that  the  princefi  liked 
die  ele6tor»  and  die  cleAor  fell  point* 
blank  in  love  with  the  princefs.  No* 
thing^  farther  was  to  be  done  but  to  marry 
them  in  the  moft  magnificent  n^anner 
poffible;  and  the  wedding  was  to  be 
gutted  with  all  thofc  fliows  which  wtrc 
tiie  tafte  of  the  times ;  joufts  and  tourna* 
tatnts  were  to  be  held  with  great  pomp 
iiithe^ morning,  and  the  evening  was  tOk 
Conclude  with  mafques  and  dancing* 

The  lifts  were  fet,  and  all  the  ladies 
of  any  fafhion  aflVmblcd,  wheif  the 
knights  with  their  beavers  down  ap. 
pcarcd  at  the  barrier.  The  trumpets 
founded,  and  prince  Charles  and  the 
elector  came  forward ;  the  prince  upon 
»  ^anc  black  horfe,  atid  the  chrdpr 
"  '■  "  .upon 


Iffhnc  jSAt^  afvl  (4^.  .  The,  mottp  xif 

that  of ^he  •^loAqr^i  Z4'{Mr  aifdJf^VWfi^t 
f$rt  me.  Tlicy  contended  lM«c,^t^g3ft| 
•t  kngch  the  prioce's  hprfe  made  a-igl^^ 
ftepj  and  the  noble  rider  was  chrQvn^tA 
the  ground;  the  cleftor  w^  d^j^rf^ 
vij£tpr,  and  received  from  the  f^ir^f^ 
of  the  princefs,  with  a  fuitable,.  cc>p;|y(|jif 
Ifient,  a  beautiful  .ecubrQid^ed  ffM^  gf 
her  OW4)  working.  Ocher  galUntJc<^g|[{f 
fignalizcd  chemfclves  by  ihcir  prov^fc;fe 
and  dexterity^  and  the  mafque  and  bal) 
concluded  the  evening. 

TJie  next  day  Robert  Harringtpii 
entered  the  lifts,  .with  Love^  ajfifi  tkjf 
Rotary  /  and  was  oppofcd  by  fir  Henry 
Wingficki,  with  I  j>rofefs  not  till  I  coth- 
fuer:  the  latter  was  vidorious,  and 
received  from  the  prim^ef^  ^  fan  qf 
5  feathers 
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feathers  to  prcfent  to  the  miftrefs  of  his 
heart.  He  knelt  gracefully,  and  gave 
ic  to  l^atilda  Harrington.  Colonel 
Vere  then  approached,  with  Soldier^  con-' 
Undfbr  ibefairefti  and  was  met  by  Sir 
Charles  Glenham>  with  Beauty  challenges 
ibi  field:  the  prize  was  won  by  the 
former,  who  received  a  diamond  heart 
fet  round  with*  rubies,  which  he  pre* 
lented  to  Mifs  Harrington.— Then  rod? 
in  two  knights  without  mottos,  whQ 
(aftaioed  a  long  contefti  at  length  vicr 
Iprjr  declared  in  favour  of  the  knighf 
tipon  the  white  Heed,  who  proved  to 
be  Robert  Harrington,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate opponent  was  Sir  Charles  Glen« 
liam.  Robert  haftened  to  prefent  hi^ 
prize^  which  was  a  weeping  cupid,  to 
Mifs  LiQe;  but,  fomehow  or  othei> 
both  the  giver  and  receiver  hcficated  fo 
much  in  their  fpecches,  that  chofe  ab oui: 
^m  CQuld  never  find  out  their  mean* 

ingt 
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ing.  At  laft  John  Harrington  appeared, 
with  Forward  in  obtaining  glory  \  and 
was  oppofcd  by  a  young  foldicr,  fir 
Robert  Rich,  with  Conqueft  or  death i 
and  after  a  long  conteft,  in  which  the 
combatants  received  great  applaufefot 
their  fcientific  knowledge  of  the  profc& 
fion,  John  Harrington  unhorfcd  his  an- 
tagonift,  and  received  from  the  princeS 
a  golden  cupid,  (hooting  his  arrows 
blindfold.  —  He  flood  like  a  ftatue,  for 
fome  time,  not  knowing  what  to  dO 
with  the  prize  •,  at  laft  he  prefentcd  it 
it  to  an  old  generars  wife  who  happened 
to  be  near  him.  This  faved  him  trou- 
ble, and  he  really  was  at  that  time  un- 
prepared to  fcleft  one  who  was  young 
and  beautiful,  and  was  well  pleafed  when 
the  old  lady  promptly  faid,  "  As  glory 
**  is  your  miftrefs,  fir  knight,  I  accept 
**  this  as  your  friend/' 

For 
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or  fomc  weeks  the  young  Harring- 
were  as  happy  as  poflible  i  but  the 
rrefs  was  going  to  leave  the  kingr 
,    and  lord   and  Jady  Harrington 
cdt  themfclves  at  Coombe  Abbey. 
crt  had  received  fomc  favourable 
:es  from  Mifs  Lifle ;  and  colonel 
\  did  every  thing  to  obtain  the  like 
Mils   Harrington.      Sir  Henry 
gGeld  was  dying  for  love  of  Ma* 
;  lady  Naunton^  the  old  general's 
patronized  John,  telling  him,  that 
:ompliment  he  paid  her  was  what 
id  not  expeAj   as  it  had  not  hap« 
i  for  thirty  years ;  and  the  general 
Co  well  pleafed  with  his  gallantry 
motto,  that  he  wiftied  to  do  every 
in  his  power  to  put  him  in  a  way 
Gaining  glory ;  for  which  purpofe 
elented  him  with  a  commiflion  of 
n  of  horfe  which   the   king  had 
>leafed  to  beftow  upon  him.    Joha 
HarringtoQto 


) 
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Harrington  J  who  had  been  laughed- at, 
and  received  vollies  of  wic  from  his 
companions,  thought  himfelf  extremely 
well  off;  he  obtained  the  honour  jof  " 
kifling  the  lady's  hand^  and  was  allowed 
the  privilege  of  terming  her  his  mothert 

At  length  the  day  arrived  for  return*  - 
ing  to  the  Abbey;  and  our  fiimily  de^ 
parted  with  various  emotions  and  vari^i^* 
ous  reflections ;  for  it  is  certaiiij  when, 
people  are  in  a  crowd  they  may  ad,  liuc 
it  is  ieldom  that  they  give  much  w;ay  l^ 
refledlion;   in  riding  from  Londqp  19 
Coventryt  however,  diey  had  fufficicqt 
leifure  for  the  latter.     When  lady  Ha& 
rington  drew  near  the  Abbey  flic  t€m 
joiced  extremely;    now  (he  hoped  to 
find  repofe  and  happinefs  for  the  reft  c^* 
her  days.     **  Oh/'  ftie  faid,  "  that  my 
''dear  Matilda  could  but  appear,    to 
^  witneis  the  heart-fclc  joy  I  feel!  mj 

«  eldcft 
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^  ckfcft  fon  and  my  daughters  aw  likcl/ 
^  ix)  bt  fettled  agreeably  to  their  intlina- 
^-  ^lon«i  and  my  youngeft  foh  to  be  pfo^ 
^  motcd  in  the  profeffion  of  his  choice, 
*^  £very  thing  that  regards  my  family 
*^  wears  a  promidng  afped;  and  wc 
**  ought  furely  to  be  thankful  to  Divine 
*T^  Providence  for  thus  ihowering  do^n 
*•  4ts  blefldngs  upon  Us!" — In  this  frame 
^j^mindihe  entered  the  Abbey* 

:X/>rd:  Harrington  had  fufficient  intc* 
feft  to  get  his  fon's  troop  quartered  at 
Coyentry>  as  it  was  the  greateft  pleafure 
cf  his  life  to  have  his  family  about  him  s 
and  captain  John  Harrington  arrived 
wiib  his  foldiers  a  few  days  after  the  fa« 
nHly  reached  the  Abbey. 


.My  lord  was  happyjin  once  more  being 
able  to  attend  his  favourite  avocations^  * 
and  began  to  make  inquiry  into  the  ftate 

of 
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of  affairs,  by  fending  for  his  (lewarcL 
*'  Well,  Jarvis,  how  goes  the  form,  and 
"  the  ftock  ?"  —  "  As  well  as  can  be, 
*^an  pleafe  your  honour,"  faid  th^  oM 
man  j  "  only  forely  troubled  with  v^cr- 
*^  min/'  — "  Then  the  gamekeepers  do 
**  not  do  their  duty/'  faid   my  lord. 
**  Yes,  your  honour,  indeed  they  da, 
«*  when  they  durft  j  but  they  are  mortal 
«'  fearful  of  going  out  o'nights  to  fct 
"  their  gins  now."  —  "  What  are  they 
"afraid    of,    Jarvis ?"  —  « ,Why,    of 
•*  witches,  your  honour,  the  worft  fort  of 
*«  vermin  in  the  nation."  —  "Witches  !'* 
'  feid  my  lord,  "  where  do  they  cotnc 
"  from,  and  what  harm  can  they  do 
"  me  ?"  Jarvis  (hook  his  head:  "  They 
"  come  (as  I  have  been  told,  my  lord, 
"  by  thofe  that  know)  from  Lapland; 
"  they  ride  upon  broomfticks  till  dicy 
"  get  into  Scotland,  juft  as  well  in  tht 
**  clouds,  as  your  honous;  on  your  bcft 

"horfc 
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^  horfe  to  Coventry,  and  in  as  little  time. 
^  Now  I  heart!  that  there  was  a  procla- 
^  mation  in  Scotland  direfting  them  all 
^  to^  be  made  away  with ;  for  not  a 
^  horfc,  a  cow,  nor  any  living  creature, 
'  could  be  found  for  them  :  and  fo, 
'  many,  aye,  and .  many  of  the  worft 
«  fort,  are  fled  into  England.*'  —  "  This 
^  is  a  ftrange  ftory,  Jarvis,"  faid  my 
drd  I   '<  and  I  am  in  hopes  not  true. 

*  I  have  heard  of  proclamations  againft 

*  witches  i  but  indeed  I  look  upon  them 

*  to  be  only  poor  fuperannuatcd  women, 

*  without  friends,  or  the  means  of  fup« 

*  iparting  themfelves  ;  which  gives  their 
'*.  neighbours  caufe  to  fuppofe  that  they 
^^are  familiar  with  the  devil  or  his 
"  agents.  But  I  do  not  think  it  poffible." 
^i^^  It  is  indeed,  your  honour;  and  I 
**  never  fee  an  ugly  old  woman  fitting  at 
f  *  her  door  in  the  fun,  bent  double,  her 
^^  nofe  and  chin  like  a  pair  of   nut- 

**  crackers. 
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^ettdtersyanda^ratbjr  her  fldc»  but  Jt 
^  am  al vajrs  Aire  ihe  is  a  imc^'* 

«WeJl;  tvieU^"  laidiny  loid.  ntiier 
^vilbl7»  ''what  ihifchief  have  4^ 
*donc  me r—'*^ Doner  laidtSe;pU 
fium,  ''more  hafitt  than  (hey  i^ever^ 
A  d6  good.    Firflf^  your  k(SooUr»  they 

*  have  lulled  d^  &e  old  £ea-buteo 
^  itlirej  lamed  two  of  die  beft  |»dt^ 

*  given  Topper  the  yellows,  thrown 
^  Ijofty  mtd  thi  fti^gers^  broke  Pop- 
•*  pet's  knees  as  he  came  from  Coventfyj 
*'  whither  I  rode  him  myfclf,  and  made 
«'  Black  Befs  flip  her  foal ;  three  of  the 
*'  Cows  are  dead-lame  of  the  maldongi 
^'  they  have  turned  three  of  the  yearlingji 
<<  dizzy,  killed  twelve  hens  of  the  roup» 
^  fucked  the  blood  of  fcven  turkeys^ 
**  hunted  the  ducks  about,  fo  that  five 
**  have  forfaken  th'dr  nieft's,  given  twen- 
5*'  ty  (hecp  the  rot,  and  the  pigcions  have 

"  flown 
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•  flown  about  like  mad;  and  there  was 
•*  nothing  but  a  poor  filly  owl  in  the 
•*  houfe.*'  —  "  That  was  furcly  enough 
•*  to  frighten  them,"  faid  my  lord ;  «'  but 
^  ^ho  Fs  fufpefted  of  all  thefe  things  ?''— i 
••'Several/*  faid  Jarvis  j  "  there  are  too 
^  many   of  them,    your   honour."  — i 
•*  But  are  there  any  pointed  out  as  being 
«« trcry  bad  ?"  —  "  Why,  my  lord,  fomc 
»*  fay  the  old  woman  upon  the  common 
•<  is  the  word  ;  and  others  fay  (he  that 
.  *'  Kves  in  the  White  Cottage  -,  but  I  do  not 
•«  think  there  is  a  pin  to  chufe.*'—  ^  I 
'« (hall  inquire  about  them,"  replied  my 
lord ;  "  but  at  the  fame  time  thuft  confcfs^ 
*<  that  all  you  have  tdd  me  may  have 
"proceeded  from  natural  caufes."  — 
«  To  be  fure,  your  honour,"  faid  Jarvis, 
«  nothing  in  the  world  is  fo  natural  as 
«  for  an  ugly  old  woman,  when  (he  can 
<«  do  no  good  at  all,  to  turn  witch ;  for 
««  when  they  are  fo  helple(s  and  fo  old 
VOL.  I.  M    .  "as 
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^'  as  BOC  to  be  able  to  work  out  of  (he 
<<  koufe,  or  fpin  in  it^  why  then  taking 
^  \xp  witchcraft  is  a  very  good  trade."— 
u  2\)t  what  can  they  make  of  it  V  fyid 
jrny  lord.    "  Oh,  your  honour,  why  to 
<<  be  fure  the  more  mifchief  they  do,  the 
**  better.    Now,  it  was  but  this  very 
«c  da^y  fortnight,   that  Goody  Wright's 
*«  eWcft  girl  was  bewitched  wkh  fks, 
'<  and  Goody  being  a  cunning  one,  what 
«*  did  fhe  do,  but  go  to  the  witch  ia  th« 
««  White  Cottage,  and  offered  her  money 
*«  to  cure  her.     This  witch  is  a  fort  of  a 
•^  doftor,  my  lord  j  but  (he  would  not  take 
*<  a  farthingi  nothing  but  a  little  baflcet 
*'  of  apples,  aiad  told  Goody  WrigW 
<*  that  if  ihe  came  in  half  an  hour  (he 
**  would  have  fotnething  ready  for  the 
^  poor  girl ;  to  work  (he  went,  and,  I 
*'  warrant,  a  power  of  charms    were 
«•  muttered  over  the  mefs,  for  the  glil 
f*/oon  got  well  and  has  not  been  ill 
15  *«fincc." 
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^fiflce.^  —  ^^Well,  Jarvis/'  feid  my 
iofcf,  **  tf  they  have  the  power  of  do- 
**•  ing  good,  they  may  certainly  be  of 
■**  infimte  tife  10  mankind/' —•"  Yes, 
«*  ye$^^'  fepiied  the  old  man^  •*  but  that 
^TOaggot  fddom  bkes;  for  evil  they 
**«c,  and  therefore  evil  betide  them; 
♦•and    if    I     was    your     honour,     I 

^  urouid "  —  «  We     will    fay    no 

•f^  more  of  them  at  prcfent,"  faid  my 
lord;  **  how  does  the  corn  look  ?^'— 
^f  Ob,  purely^  my  lord ;  as  fine  crops  as 
ff  eye  can  fee  or  heart  can  wifli ;  and  the 
,1f  young  trees  planted  laft  year  thrive 
1^  mainly  i  for  I  hav^  been  careful  to 
'«f  kcc^  them  from  the  cattle."  —  "  That 
^  is  well,  Jarvis ;  order  my  horfe,  thac 
^  I  may  go  and  look  at  them.** 

Lady  Harrington  with  her  daughters 

ivent  into  the  garden,  and  inquired  after 

her  treafiH^s  ^   her    carnations,  tufipS, 

Ma  and 
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and  auriculas.      The  gardcncf  looked 
melancholy.    ''  My  lady,"  faid  he,  •*  I 
"  have  the  worft  news  in  the  world  to 
'*  tell  you ;  every  thing  here  is  bewitch-^ 
«*  edi  hardly  any  bufinefs  I  have  undcf^ 
«*  taken  has  gone  right ;  and  indeed,  my 
*«  lady,  I  have  worked  hard,  and  thought 
"  of  nothing  but  my  bufinefs  night  and 
*f  day ;  but  it  does  not  fignify,  I  ftiight 
«*  as  well   lean    upon  my   fpade  from 
«*  morning  till  night  5  for,  as  fure  as  I 
*Mive,  we  are  all  bewitched/'  —  "iBc- 
'<  witched  !*'    faid     Mifs    Harrington  5 
•*  by  whom  ?"— "  Some  fay,  young  lady, 
«*  by  the  witch  in  the  White  Cottage, 
«'  and  others,  by  the  old  hag  upon  tht 
««  common  ;  but  I  know  a  little  of  hct 
«« in  the  White  Cottage/'  —  «  And  what 
"do  you  know  of  her?"   faid  Matilda. 
«  Why,  a  few  years  ago  I  cut  my  leg 
«  fadly  with  a  fcythe,  and  went  to  the 
«  Coventry  dodors  with  it ;  but  dicy 

"did 
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*' did  me. no  goods  and  coming  home 
**  by  the  White  Cottage  as  the  nearefl: 
**  way,  for  I  was  very  lame,  the  old  wo- 
•*  man  was  fitting  at  her  door,  and  aflced 
"  mc  what  made  me  fo  lame.  So  I 
f '  told  her ;  and  (he  faid  fhe  could  cure 
V  ftie,  if  I  Would  be  ruled  by  her ;  which 
"  i  was  glad  to  be,  as  the  doftors  had 
**  made  me  worfe  and  worfe.  So  Ihc 
f'get  fome  herbs,  maftied  them,  and 
**  defired  mc.  to  >ya(h  my  leg  well  with 
ff.ibc  juice  made  hots  (he  then  put  on 
ff.fomc  of  the  green  herbs,  bandaged  up 
^  my  leg  tight,  and  told  me  not  to  ftir, 
f*  but  to  keep  it  laid  up  for  a  fortnight  j 
**,  b^t  before  that  time  was  out,  I  got 
f*  well./  Therefore  I  think,  my  lady,  a 
f*  pcrfon  who  could  do  fo  good  an  aftion 
"  can't  be  a  witch  i  it  muft  be  the  old 
"  woman  who  lives  upon  the  common ; 
^f  but  I  have  almoft  every  thing  ruined; 
"  auricula  and  carnation  pots  tumbled 
M  3  "  over 
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*'  over  and  broke,  and  the  plants  torn 
''  in     pieces  -,    tulips     and     hyacinths 
•'  turned  out  of  the  mould,  the  glaffes 
•*  broke  every  night  in  the  frames  i  and 
*'  fuch  noifes  I  hear  at  midnight  as  m$kt 
*'  my  courage  quail.** —  *<  Why  did  you 
*'  not  get  up  to  fee  what  it  was  ?^  iaid 
lady  Harrington.     **'  Surely  you  might 
•*  have  the  courage  to  look  at  them/*  -^ 
**  Oh,  yes,  my  lady,  I  have  fecn  :tlitm 
<^  many  and  many  a  time ;  they  aj^ar 
*«  in  the  fhape  of  monftrous  cats,  widl 
**  eyes  goggling  all  ways.  I  have  counted 
**  twenty  of  them  together,  when  dicy 
"  have  been  at  their  frolicks.**  —  "And 
**  why  did  you  not  hunt  them  away>** 
faid   Matilda,  **  or  fet  traps  to   catch 
"  them  ?"  —  *'  Oh,  young  lady,  I  ani 
**  not  afraid  of  a  lion,,  and  if  they  were 
**  real  cats  I  (hould  not  mind  a  thoufand 
**  of  them  i  but  they  are  devils*  imps  ill 
*^  that  fhape  ;  and  if  I  was  to  affront  one 
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<*  of  them,  and  it  was  to  turn  itfclf  into 
•*  fame  hideous  monftcr,  it  might  bc- 
^*  reave  me  of  my  wits."  —  *^  But  have 
•*  you  any  other  reafons,"  faid  lady 
Harrington,  "  for  thinking  the  woman 
'*.*  in  the  White  Cottage  a  witch?"  — 
^  Why,  my  lady,  after  (he  had  cured  my 
.**  leg,  1  took  notice  that  the  vine  which 
^«  ran  all  the  way  up  the  gable- end  of 
-♦^  her  houfc  wanted  cutting;  I  told  her 
-f'ibjL  and  cut  it  for  her,  for  which  ihc 
.^f  was  very  thankful;  and  there  is  ndt 

•  ^  a  finer  vine  in  the  country,  nor  onft 
V  which  bears  better  fruit  —  as  fine  a 

•  **  black  dufter  as  ever  was  feen ;  the 
^«  fides  of  the  houfe  arc  covered  with 
^*  rofes  and  honey.fuckles,  and  I  have 
**  trimmed  them  for  her  ever  fince.  She 
«*  is  a  well  fpoken  woman,  and  offered 

;".mc  money  for  what  I  did;  but  I  was 
^  aware   of  her  charaftcr,   and  would 
'  •«  have  none  of  it.     Bcfides,  fhc  would 
M4  ««not 
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^,not  be  paid  for  curing  my  legr  Biit  ' 
^  I  don't  know,  mj  ladies ;  for  I  law 
^  ootlungamifs  aibout  her,  exceptherbe- 
^  ing  very  ugly,  and  haviag  three  imps 
'^  in  her  houfe,  which  I  faw  baiking  one 
^*  day  at  the  bottom  of  her  garden^  I 
*'  went  gchdy  to  take  a  peep  at*  tb^m 
^  through  the  bufhes  ^  but  they  were  Ml 
^^  cunnbg  as  I,  for  they  (hot  oflT*  and 
^  flew  like  arrows  in  at  a  chamber  ^miH 
.^dowsfo  quick,  that  if  my  eyes  did 
.<<  not  deceive  me,  they  never  touched 
«  the  honey- fuckle  againft  the  houfe/*-*i 
«'  And  what  were  thefe  creatures  like  y* 
faid  Marilda  in  furprife.  "  Two  of 
"  them,  young  lady,  like  black  cats, 
"  and  the  other  like  a  tabby  ;  and  one 
"  night,  when  the  moon  (hone  very 
"  clear,  I  faw  them  upon  the  top  of  her 
"  houfe,  making  a  mod  hideous  noife  j 
"  fo  I  gave  a  good  fhout,  and  they  dart- 
^*  cd  in  at  the  window  again.     But  as 

''  this 
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*^;this  perfon  has  been  a  good  friend  to 
*5 mc,  my  lady,  I  (hould  not  like  to  fee 
"her  fufterj  and  thefe  familiars  may 
'*  belong  to  the  old  hag  upon  the 
"common." 

«Well,  gardener,*'  faid  lady  Har^ 
rington,  "  take  what  care  you  can,  and 
"I hope  we  fhall  find  out  the  perfon^ 
^*  who  has  done  us  fo  much  damage/* 

Ri'  the  evening  my  lord  related  the 
ftcward's  ftory  j  in  which  he  faw  nothing 
like  witchcraft.  The  flea-bitten  marc 
died,  he  faid,  certainly  from  age;  Pop- 
pet's knees  might  be.  broke  from  Jarvis*^ 
head  being  overcharged  with  ale ;  the 
colts,  xows,  and  yearlings,  were  recover- 
ed; and  he  thought  that  care,  and  a  good 
farrier,  would  have  been  of  more  ufe 
than  his  people  were  willing  to  allow  5 . 
that  their  having  aa  idea  of  witchcraft 
M5  had' 
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had  prevented  them  from  applying  vriiait 
was  ufual  in  fuch  cafes^  and  cherefoie 
the  animals  were  longer  before  tfaejr 
recovered.  As  to  the  mare  flipping  her 
fbal^  he  imputed  it  to  the  wetneftof  die 
fcafon;  and  the  fow  eating  her  pigs» 
to  their  being  dead^i  and  the  aainaal's 
having  no  other  means  of  getting  rid  of 
them.  Hens  were  fubje£tto  the  roup;. 
and  the  turkeys  were  killed,  and  the 
ducks  probably  frightened  by  the  foxes;, 
the  pigeons  being  alarmed  by  the  OwV 
who  was  certainly  an  enemy>  was  natu«- 
ral  enough  s  and  therefore,  to  developr 
thefc  things,  he  invited  them  to  go  ia 
the  morning  and  pay  a  vifit  to  one  of  die 
witches.  Lady  Harrington  and  her 
daughters  agreed,  the  young  roca  being. 
at  that  time  upon  a  vifit. 

The  morning  was    fine,    and  thcjr 
thought  of  going  to  the  White  Cottage 

firft. 
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fir&  .  **  Why,  from  the  accouots,^'  Aid 

jny  lord,  ^'  ^^^  '^  ^^^  ^^  <)^  ^^^  ^^^i^ 
M  let  us  go  to  the  commotK    I  like  to 
^  encounter  the  worft  firft.  But  ik)  you^ 
f!5JBiizabeth  and  Matilda,   behave  es- 
ff  tremefy  well,  or  the  old  woman  may 
•^.play  you  feme  trick/*  ~"  I  ihould^ 
*^  iike^"  faid  Mifs  Harrington^  **  to  go » 
«  to  tl^  White  Cottage  firft,  becaqfe,  if  I- 
•^recoiled,  it  looks   neat;. the  other* 
V  Jfeexned  to  be  a  mere  hoveJ>  not  fit  for ' 
««  a  human  being/'—  "  Don't  be  afraid^ , 
f«Eliz^eih,  I  will  gqard  you/*^faid  my 
i&rd3"and  I  want  to  fee   the  young; 
f*  plantation  of  oaks  clofe  to   the  old 
u**  wood  which  I  m^e  laft  year.      The  • 
**  M  woman  may  have  bewitched  them  - 
f*-fbr  aught  I  know  5  for  that  reafon  let- 
**iia  proceed  to  the  common.^ 

They  met  a  girl  about  a  quarter  of  a 
nik  fkom  the  plantation^  and  afked  her^^ 
116  it^ 
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if  there  was  not  a  witch  lived   there- 
abouts. Shefaid,  '^  Yes."  — "Did  yoU 
«*  ever  hear  of  any  niifchief  (he  did  to 
««  her  neighbours  ?'*  faid  Matilda,     "  Oh 
**  yes  !  I  have  heard  of  a  great  deaL**^— 
«•  Then  tell  us  what  you  know."    After 
fome  recoUeftion,  Ihe  feid,  *'  that  her 
"  mother's  cow  laft  fummer  ftrayed  away 
"  for  three  days,  could  not  be  found  any  . 
**  where,  and  then  came  back  all  on  a 
*'  fudden  ;  and  it  muft  be  the  witch  that 
*^  did  it."  —  "  You  will,  perhaps,  flicw 
**  us  the  way,"  faid  lady  Harrington. 
**  There  is  not  much  path,"   laid  the 
girl  i  *'  for  the  folks  do  not  like  to  go  fo 
*^  near  a  witch  -,  but  that  is  the  hou{e9 
*'  and  pleafe  your  honours,"   pointing 
with  her  finger,  and  then  fitdng  down 
upon  a  bank,  as  if  (he  wifhed  to  make 
obfcrvations  upon  what  was  palling*  As 
they  came  near  the  houfc  it  feemed  the 
abode  of  wretchedncfss  they  knocked 

at 


'  UAFD  OF  HONOUI?*.  %j^f 

at  the  dooFj  but  no  one  anfwered  ;  thef 
then  lifted  up  the  latch,  went  in^  and  fav^ 
a  very  old  woman  afleep  in  a  chair  j  her 
clpaths  in  a  very  tattered  condition ;  and 
m  bundle  of  rotten  flicks,  tied  together 
vith  a  rope,  laid  upon  the  clay- floor. 
The   windows   were   brqken  in   many- 
places,  and  fluffed  with  rags;  the  bed 
(if  it  might  be  fo  called)  was  a  miferable 
^ifemblage  of  pieces  of  old  facks,   on 
which  a  cat  was  laid,  who  did  not  feem 
pleafed  at    the   vifitors,  but    fuddenly 
bounced  out  at  the  door.     The  noife 
the  animal  made  alarmed  Mifs  Harring- 
ton>  who  gave  a  kind  of  fcream,  which 
awakened  the  old  woman.    She   rubbed 
her  eyes,  and  flared  at  them  before  fhe 
Ipoke,  as  if  flie  could  not  believe  what 
Ihefaw.    At  laft,   looking  round,  fhe 
faid,  "  Where  am  I  ?  where  can  I  be  ?". 
'— "  At  home,  good  woman,"  faidlady 
Harrington  i  "  we  were  walking  paft, 

«and 
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you  give 
the  ol#i 


**  ami  winded  to  fit  down  j  will 
«  us    leave  ?"  —  <^  Ah/'   laid 
woman,  '*  ibis  is  no  phicc  fur  fuch  a 
*•  you  fccm  to  be  to  fit  down  in  ;    butj 
«  ftichas  it  is,  your  lionoi^ni  »rr  welcome, 
•*  1  am  very  old,   fourfcore  and  odd 
''and   whai  is  ftill  worfej    thty  dcfpifi 
**  mr  for  my  age,  whicli  is  a  thing  I  can'i 
"  help ;  and  as  1  am  poor,  it  would  h 
•*  a  happy  thing  for  mc  if  I  was  in  a  bet* 
••  tcr  world."  —  "But   what  has  madir 
<*  you  fo  poor  ?"  faid  my  lord.   "  Plcalc 
*'  your  honour,"  (he  replied,  "  old  age, , 
*^  and  the  lofe  of  my  children;  I  have 
^  loft  fix,  one  way  or  other,  in  lefs  than^ 
^  ten  years."— *^Thofe  muft  be  great* 
^loflcs  ihdced/''  faid  lady  Harrington.'* 
^  Yes,'' (he  faid>  «  I  loft  then  the  oiilyv 
f*  ftay  and  ptop  of  my  life,  and  all  thcf: 
•*  joy  too.    I  amgrown  unaMe  to  work j., 
*  the  parilh  aHow  me  fome  little  matter  f> 
•'but  the  fcJlkS  ofth«  village  will  not 
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^kt  me  Ut€  smong.them  ;  I  befieve,:. 

^iftdccd^  jny  crofles  might  make  me 

^%«itd  do  ftran^  things,  for  I  was^ 

^  iittle  better  than  crazy  for  fome  time* 

•^  Now  oobody  comes  near  me,    I  hadr 

**  been  gathering  fome  flicks  out  of  his 

*•  iiooonr    lord'    Harrington^s     wood>; 

**   ^nd  tired  myfelf  ^  fo  that  I  bcKeve  I 

^  ^H  adeep  i  and  yet  I  muft  go  out  again 

**  fi)r  my  dinner,  or  have  none  j  but  I 

**■  9m  fo  weary  that  I  wHh  I  could  fleep 

^    *3r  ever.**  —  ^  And  what  were  you  tc*^ 

**    liave  for  dinner  V*  faid  Matilda.    "  A: 

**^  few  hop^tops,  or  foal's-foot,  young. 

^  lady/'— ."And    is    that     all?"— 

•*^  Tes,"  foe  faid^  «^  with  a  bit  of  bread. 

**  I  was  looked  upon  once,  and  had 

**  friends;  but  now  I  am  an  outcaft^ 

^  for  every  body  who  loved  me  has 

••  been  dead  a  great  while,  and  a  new 

••  fct  that  know  nothing  of  me  are  come 

^  in  their  places/*  —  *'  You  fhali  have 

<5  things 
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**  things  a  little  more  comfortable  abour 
««  you,"  faid  lady  Harrington.  "  Ah,- 
"  my  good  lady/'  faid  the  old  woman> 
<*  nothing  vexes  me  fo  much  as  not  to 
«  be  able  to  do  for  niyfclf.  I  am  oblige 
«*  cd,  as  you  fee,  to  live  in  dirt;  my 
'^  heart  is  good,  but  I  cannot  make 
**  thcfe  old  bones  move." 

**  Well,"  faid  my  lord  as  they  walked 
out,  "are  any  of  you  bewitched?"  — 
"  If  we  are,"  faid  lady  HarringtoOj  "  iP 
"  mil  ft  be  with  a  fit  of  compaffion,  for 
"  I  feci  it  extremely  ftrongupon  mc«"— ■ 
"  In Jeed,  m.Kluin,"  faid  Matilda,  "  it 
**  affcfts  us  in  the  fame  way  j  and  I- 
^  hope  you  will,  my  lord,  do  fomething 
"  for  this  poor  hclpkls  creature."-^ 
«*  1  will  fend  to  Coventry,  in  the  after- 
"  n^on,"  faid  lady  Harrington,  **  for 
«*  an  entire  change  of  cloaths  -,  nothing 
y  gratifies  me  fo  much  as  affifting  thofc 

••who 
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"  Who  cannot  help  thcmftlves.  This 
•*  woman  has  the  true  Englilh  fpirit  in 
**  her,  old  as  (he  is,  that  would  difdain 
■*  afliftance  but  from  nccelEty  5  and  the 
*•  infant,  the  infirm,  and  the  aged,  have 
**  firong  claims  upon  our  benevolence/' 

Mr.  Butler  overtook  them,  alighted, 
and  led  his  horfe.  They  related  the 
adventure,  and  he  told  them,  that  the 
people  in  the  neighbourhood,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  he  could  fay  to  perfuade 
them  to  the  contrary,  were  fure  that  the 
woman  in  the  White  Cottage  was  a  witch ; 
that  many  others  were  fufpefted  among 
the  lower  clafs ;  and  Tome  even  of  high- 
er rank  were  infefted  with  the  mania  of 
the  times.  "  My  good  Mr.  Buttet,^' 
faid  lady  Harrington,  "  I  have  been 
•*  reflefting  upon  this  bufinefs,  and  a 
**  difficulty  is  thrown  in  my  way  which 
**  I  do  not  know  how  to  get  over.  You 

«'  and 
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''  aad  I  are  not  infe^fled  with  this  mania } 
'^  yet  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  my 
'*  people  are,  and  who  can  I  get  to  take 
"  care  of  the  poor  creature  ?  There  is 
"  a  room  over  the  garden-houfei  but  if 
*^  no  one  will  go  near  her,  (he  will  be  aa 
««  badly  off  as  ever."— ^'  Why  that," 
faid  Mr.  Butler,  '<  I  think  I  can  reaiedy» 
^'  if  your  ladyfhip  will  permit  my  wif^'i 
''maid  Nelly,    She  is  a   courageous 
'*  girl  I  we  have  two  female  fervants  noWf 
'^  and  therefore  Nelly  is  at  your  lervii;c  fotf 
*^  any  bufinefi  you  may  chufe  to  employ 
'^  her  upon."  —  <M  am  much  obliged 
**  to  you,'*  returned  lady  Harriiigtoai 
"  but   at  all  events  I  will  try  my  .own 
«  houfehold  firft ;  and  if  they  fliould  be 
••  averfe,  I  think  they  will  be  afhamcd 
**  of  themfelves  when  they  find  Neliy 
"  return  without  harm/' 

iady 
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:  Ijidy  Hfirrington  convened  the  houfe- 
iMld;  and  told  them  that  many  people 
had  been  wicked  enough  to  lay,  that 
ieveral  women  in  the  neighboorhood 
pn&ikd  witchcraft^  to  the  great  annoy « 
nact  of'  maujkind  ^  but  that  age  and 
poverty  were  the  only  crimes  (he  be^ 
lieved  them  guilty  of  s  that  (he  wi(hed 
to  relieve  a  perfon  reputed  a  witch^ 
vKom  (he  would  clothe  and  proteft^ 
which  muft  prove  to  them  that  there 
mt  no  fuch  thing!  that  (he  (hould  fend 
IMo  of  tfaem  to  the  cottage  upon  thi 
C0ffimon>  in  the  momingi  to  convey 
t&e  old  woman  to  the  Abbey  s  that  (he 
ffifmiflTed  them  for  the  prefent>  and 
¥oald  in  two  hours  (etde  i9ith  the 
Sbnfekeeper  who  was  to  gp« ' 

The  time  foon  elapfcd,  and  the  houfe* 
keeper  appeared.  "  Well,  Vincent/^ 
faid  lady  Harrington,  ^^  have  my  people 

**got 
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•'  got  the  better  of  their  fears,  and  are 
"they  prepared  to  (hew  their  fenfc  ?"— ^ 
•*  No,  I  can't  fay  they  arc,*'  feid  the 
houfelceepcr.  "  They  one  and  all  fiiy, 
**  that  they  would  go  through  fire  an4 
'*  water  to  ferve  your  ladyfhip ;  but" 
"  they  can't  abide  witches,  and  arc  M 
'*  fear  of  their  lives  from  them/^ 

"  But,  Vincent,  you  cannot  (uppofc  a 
**  poor  miferable  old  woman  fo  danger** 
"  ous  a  thing  as  running  into  the  fiiti 
"or  plunging  into  the  waters  bcfidds 
**  I  am  perfuaded  (as  I  told  you  before] 
"  that    there   are    no   fuch   beings  u 
"  witches,     I  have  feca  this  formidahjlc 
•'  creature ;  and  I  am  fure  it  was  povccqr 
"  only  that  made  her  be  taken  for  fuch, 
"  But,  to  come  to  the  point,  will  any  of 
"  them  go  ?" 

"  Not  one,  my  lady,  neither  men  nor 
"  maids,   but  the  ^gardener."— "  Then 

"thp 
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**  the  gardener  is  the  only  one,  except 

**  yourfcif,  that  has  common  fenfe."-^ 

'•*-Thcy  are  all  crying  their  eyes  out 

f*  about' it,  my  lady,"  faid  the  houfc* 

keeper,      *'  You  muft.  be    fenfible,^ 

returned  i  lady  Harrington,   "  that  my 

"  fcrvants  ought  to  obey  me."-—**  To 

"  be  fure,   my  lady,"  faid   the  houfc- 

keeper ,  **  only  witchcraft  is  fuch  a  cry- 

*Mng  fin;  to  be  fure,  if  the  lowcft  girl 

*'  in  the  houfe  would  go  for  the  witch, 

**  to  bbh'ge  your  ladyfhip  I  would  go 

^  with  her  j  but  indeed,  my  lady,  they 

'*  one  and  all  give  it  up/'—"  Then 

^'  they    are   one  and    all  a  parcel  of 

^  cowards,"  faid  the  lady.     **  But  as  I 

«*  have  great  confidence  in  you,  Vincent, 

'**  and  ever  had,  (for  you  were  always 

•*  fuperior  in  underftanding  to  the  com- 

**  mon  people,)    and   from   what  you 

**have  now  faid  I  find  I  am   right; 

**  to-morrow  you  fhall  go  to  the  cottage 

"  upoa 
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*'  goc  the  becrer  of  ^\  ^ —  "  My  lady  t^l 

'*  they  prepared  tr   ..^ufckecper.     "Yes, 

•*  No,   I  caji't    ^rrowyoufhali  go  to  thfe 

boufc  keeper      '/^is  moft  cnic lly  been  taken 

**  that  tli'^      , :,  ^nd  fee  her  new-clothed  i 

"  waif      yVnow  I  can  depend  upon  yoitf 

"  t*        ;!/  ^nd  it   gives  me    the   higheft 

"       "^/on  of  you,  that  you  have  offered 

^r  fcrviccs  upon  this  occafion,  as  it 

^^  2  very  proper  example  to  all  the 

^offier  fcrvants,"— '*  It  is  a  long  way 

**  to  the  common,   my  lady,  and  I  am 

**  troubled  with  the  rheumatifm,  which 

^*  makes  my  ancles  fo  poorly  fomctimes, 

^  that  I  can  hardly  hobble  to  churchj" 

laid  the  houfckeeper.     **  That  1   have 

**  taken   into   confiderarion,'^    returned 

die  ]ady ; .  ^  and  therefore  you  fball  have 

«*  tjjc  lazy  black  pad  to  carry  you  there.'* 

— "  If  the  witch  is  very  filthy  and  dirty, 

.^^  I  fliall  not  be  able  to  touch  her.>  irjt 

^«  lady."  —  *«  There  ta  no  occaiion  for 

«  that. 
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"  i  for  NcHy^  Mrs.  But- 
.6  to  go  with  you  5  tod  I 
.igcd  to  you,  Vincent,  for  un- 
-leaking  this  bufincfs.** 

Mrs.  Vincent  retired,  not  vtry  well 
plcafed  with  the  honour.— Certain  no- 
tions, of  the  witch   having  a  figure  of 
wax,&c,  entered  her  imagination;  the 
horrible  idea  of  her  being  melted  two- 
ieighths  of  an  inch  every  day  conveyed 
the  mod  tormenting  refleftion,  and  (he 
dki  Hot  once  confider,  that  the  Necro-  . 
tnancer  Tkne  difiblved  her  daily,  as  k 
was*     The  night  was  fpcnt  in  direful 
idf^i^ms;    broomfticks    were    for  ever 
^rcfenting    them^feives  to  her.  terrified 
ifBagination  I     galloping    through    the 
air  upon  tbefe  implements  turned  he^r 
head  giddy;  and  her  fleep^  inftead  of 
nhfim,  became  poifon. 

The 
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The  morning  opened  brilliant  and 
beautiful;  the  cart,  black  pad^  and 
gardener  were  ready  at  the  door;  and 
lady  Harrington,  who  felt  herfclf  ex* 
tremcly  interefted  in  the  buGnefs,  went 
to  fee  them  fctofF.  Nelly,- quite  un- 
concerned, was  jumping  into  the  carL 
"  I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Budcr,"  faid  my 
lady,  "  for  permitting  you  to  go  on  this 
<*  errand  for  me  i  for  my  people  arc 
<*  fuch  cowards  they  dare  not  encounter 
^'  an  old  woman  of  eighty.*' 

Off  they  went.  The  gardener  fpokc 
only  to  the  horfc ;  Mrs.  Vincent  paced 
flowly  after  them,  and,  contrary  to  her 
ufual  cuftom,  did  not  utter  one  fyllabk. 
Nelly  went  humming  Johnny  Armftron£s 
good  Nighty  or  the  cruelties  of  Barbara 
Allen^  without  thinking  at  aif; 

When  they  arrived  at  the  cottagCf 
«'  Gardener,"  faid  Mrs.  Vincent,  "  what 

"arc 
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*arc  we  to  do  with  the  horfes?*'  — 
^  V\\  hold  tbenij  madattiy  while  you  and 
•*  Nelly  get  the  witch  ready ;  and  then, 
*'^if  need  be,  I  can  lift  her  into  the 
««  cart."—"  If  I  get  ofFthis  beaft/'  faid 
Mrs,  Vincent,  "  I  can  never  get  on 
•*  again,  for  here  is  no  horfc-block; 
^  therefore  FU  not  get  ofF,  not  I.  Nelly 
"  fhall  go  in  and  ^et  the  old  woman 
"  ready,  and  you  too  if  you  will.  I  pan 
"  hold  the  horfe,  he  is  gentle  enough.'* 
— -*«  I  thought,  madam,  you  were  afraid 
«  of  the  horfe/*—**  Not  half  fo  much 
^  as  I  am  of  impertinence,*'  faid  Vin* 
cents  **  therefore  do  you  carry  the 
f^  bundle  for  Nelly,  do  you  hear  ?*'  [in, a 
hud  voice.l  "  Yes,  madap,"  he  an- 
fwered  in  the  fame  key;  took  the 
|i>undle  in  his  hand,  gave  it  to  Nelly 
at  the  door,  and  fat  himlelf  upon  the 
grais.  Every  thing  was  quiet  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  Nelly  \;ttered  a 
VOL.  I.  N  kind 
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kind  of  fcrcam.     The  gardener  j  umpcd 
upj  and  went  into  the  houfe* 


*'  Good  gracious  P*  faid  Mrs,  Vin- 
cent to  herfelf,  "  the  witch  has  murdered 
**  the  girl,  and  the  gardener  too  for 
«*  aught  I  know;  but  if  I  ftay  here  to 
«*  be  made  away  with,  I'll  be  ftiot." 
So,  letting  go  the  rein  of  the  horfc  in 
the  cart,  (he  applied  her  whip  violently 
to  the  fide  of  the  black  pad,  turned  his 
head  towards  home,  and  rode  as  boldly 
as  if  (he  had  been  only  five-and-twenty. 
The  horfe  in  the  cart,  having  a  very 
great  afFcftion  for  his  own  liable  and  his 
friend  the  black  pad,  fet  off  after  them. 
Mrs.  Vincent  hearing  a  tremendous 
rumbling  behind  her,  urged  her  horfe 
to  the  top  of  his  fpccd,  and  the  animal 
in  the  cart  exerted  all  his  ftrength,  being 
refolved  not  to  be  left  behind.  The 
porter  at  the   park-gate,    hearing  the 

clattering. 
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fclattering,  opened  it,  when  the  black 
pad  darted  through,  the  horfe  and  cart 
immediately  following,  and  arrived  in  a 
few  moments  at  the  grand  entrance. 

"  Oh,  I  am  bewicched>  and  dying  by 
•*  inches !"  fcreamed  Vincent.  *'  I  am 
^**fure  this  is  not  my  lady's  horfe;  It 
*•  can't  be  hers ;  that  infernal  hag 
**  tihanged  it  in  the  liable  this  morning, 
^'  and  this  is  one  of  her  familiars ;  it 
*•  flew  with  me,  I  will  take  my  oath  it 
**  flew  with  me  through  a  thunder  ftorm. 
**Oh,  the  poor  girl  is  murdered,  and 
"•«  the  gardener  too!"  — Her  ftrength 
^iim  cxhaufted,  and  fhe  fainted  as  they 
'icook  her  off  the  horfe. 

Nelly  had  taken  the  bundle  from  the 

gardener,  and  gone  coolly  into  the  cot- 

S^&*    "  I  am  come  from  her  honour, 

s^^  Jady  Harrington,  Goody,"  faid  Nelly, 

w  2  *'  and 
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"  and  have  brought  you  here  a  oicc  fuit 
•'  of  clothes  and  linen,  new  from  top 
•*  to  toei  and  there  is  Mrs.  Houfe- 
**  keeper,  and  Mr.  Columbine  the  gar^ 
"  dencr,  waiting  with  a  cart  for  you* 
''  My  lady  fays  you  (hall  live  in  comforc 
*'  now/'— «•  Then  it  was  their  honours 
•*  I  faw  yeftcfday,"  faid  the  old  womani 
« Heaven  fhower  down  its  blefling^ 
•'  upon  their  head.^ !  for  I  can  do  no- 
"  thing  but  pray  for  them/* 

«  Well,  come,*'  faid  Nelly,  «'  hcrt 
^'  are  nice  worfted  ftockings,  good 
*<  flrong  (hoes,  and  every  thing  com* 
•*  plete.  Let  me  help  you,  for  you 
"  don't  feem  very  ftrong."  —  "  No/' 
faid  (he,  "  but  I  have  been  as  ftout  as. 
*^  any  one  in  the  parifh,  and  would  have 
•*  done  out-door  work  with  any  (he  that 
"ever  lived/*  — <*  Now/'  faid  Nelly, 
*^  don't  you  feci  yourfelf  pure  and  com- 

«  fortabJe 
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^♦forcable  in  thcfe  nice  things?  Here 
"  is  your  cap  5  there,  I  have  combed  and 
^'  righted  your  hair  a  little  ^  and  as  furc 
«' as  can  be,  now  that  you  arc  fmarted 
*^  up,  I  have  feea  fomebody  like  you, 
*i  but  not  fo  old.  What  is  your  name, 
*«  Goody  ?''— «  My  name,*'  faid  the  old 
woman,  *'  is  Gaps.  I  was  born  and  • 
«*  Wed  in  the  village  of  Coombc;  my 
**  eldefl:  fon  Simon .  lived  at  Gosford 
*«  Green,  and  was  as  famous  a  man  for 
*'  hedging,  ditching,  and  thatching 
«'  ftacks,  as  ever  lived ;  but  he  is  dead, 
^  his  wife  is  dead;  and  what  is  become 
**  of  hi3  poor  fathcrlefs  and  motherlefs 
^  children  I  doj^t  know." 

•*  Oh,  fure,' •  bawled  Nelly,  «  you  are 

•^  my '  grandmother  1     Oh  that  I  fliould 

**  live  (6  near  you,  and  never  find  yoo 

^  out !    What  a  beaft  am  1 1   while  you 

•*  have  been  in  want  fo  long  !"     This 

N  3  exclamation 
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cxdamation  ic  wais  that  brougfac  in  tl 

gardener^  and  lent  Mrs.  Vincent  atxi  tl 

black  pad  away  poft,     «  Oh,  Mr.  C^ 

*■  lombiccj  1  have  found  my  dear  gram 

"  mochcft  all  rags,  up  to  the  Jieck  ii 

«  dirt,  and  hardly  a  morfel  of  bread  to 

**  cat  I  and  I  have  been   living  at  Mr. 

'"  Butler's  for  feven  years  in  plenty 

Then  hugging  the  old  woman,  «*  M] 

**  dear    grandmother,"    faid    (he, 

^'  thought  you  Tiad   been    dead   long 

*'  ago.'*     Nelly  again  roared  for  joy  j 

the   old  woman  fobbed  s  the  gardener 

wiped   his  eyes    with   the  back  of  his 

hand,    and   then,    putting  it   into   his 

pocket,  gave  the  old  woman  a  ihillii^ 

faying  to  Nelly,  "  Now,  my  girl,  let 

*«  us  be  going,  if  you  have  done  all  your 

««  bufinefe/'    He  looked  out.    ^  Mrs. 

*^  Vincent  and    the    cart  arc  gone  !** 

faid    the  gardener.      ^'  Where  ?"   laid 

Nelly*  «*  Home,  I  fuppofe,"  he  replied. 

^•lam 
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**^  I  am  frightened  out  oC  my   wits,'* 

iaid  Nelly  ;  "  I  hivie  been  too  long,^nd 

««  fliall  get  m-wiU  for  this."—"  No,  no/" 

faid  the  gardener,  "  when  they  know 

**^  all,  you  will  have  nobody  angry  wkh 

*^  you  J  but  I  am  afraid  you  won't  be 

*'  able  to  walk  fo  far.  Goody }  we  have 

*'  jsi  long  mile  to  go."— 'Yes,  give,  her 

but  time,  fte  walked  farther  every  day  j 

fOj  leaning  upon  Nelly,  and  taking  the 

gardener's  arm,  fhe  ])roceeded  flowly 

towards  the  Abbey. 

The  family  were  in  great  confternation 
at  Vincents  account  that  the  black  pad 
was  a  familiar  of  the  witch's  ;  it  was 
fhaking  from  the  violent  exerdons  it 
had  made,  and  yet  flood  at  the  door  s 
when  lady  Harrington  hearing  a  buftlc, 
and  feeing  the  people  afTembled,  inquir* 
cd  what  was  the  matter;  One  of  the 
fervants  told  her  fomething  which  (he 
-   could  not  underftand  -,  at  laft  Ihe  found 

that 
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that  Mrs.  Vincent  was  almoft  frighteil-'' 
cd  to  death.     My  lord,  returning  from  • 
his  morning's  ride,  received  the  lame 
information  ;  and  the  horfe  and  cart  with 
the  black  pad  were  {landing  together*-^ 
**  Why  do  not  you  put  up  that  horfe  ?". 
faid  my  lord  to  one  of  the   grooms*- 
•*  Mrs.  Vincent  fays,  my  lord,  that  it  is- 
*^  one  of  the  devil's  imps,  and  flew  witt 
"her  through  thunder  and  lightnings 
^'  and  as  that  is  the  cafe,  my  lord^  I- 
"don't   much  like    to     touch   it.*' -^ 
"  Come,  Matilda,'*  faid  my  lord,  ''you,  . 
"  I  know,  are  not   foolifti  i .  mount  this 
*'  horfe,  and  we  will  go  in  fcarch  of  thcr 
"gardener."     Matilda     mounted    the 
bewitched  pad,  and  went  with  my  lord; 

At  that  inftant  Bridget  came  out ;  and 
one  of  them  telling  her  that  their  young 
lady  was  gone  to  certain  dcftruftion 
upon  the  black  pad ;  —  "  Well,"  faid 
Bridget,  "  I  would  not  be  in  her  fkin 

"for 
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*^fer  a  thoufamd  pounds^  no  nor  ten* 
•*  thou&nd  neither.  Ah,  did  you  but 
**  know  what  poor  Mrs.  Vincent  has 
^*  gone  through,  and  what  flbe  has  fe^rn  !*' 
«  What  ?'*  faid  the  butler,  «  do  tell  us.*" 
•— ''  Why,'*  faid  Bridget,  «  (he  did  not 
••  ride  home  upon  a  horfe,  but  upon  a 
**  thing  without  ears  ♦  j  for  (he  vows  fhe 
^  law  none  till  fhe  ftopped  at  the  door, 
^  and  then  it  raifed  them  a  little  i  ahd 
^  At  fays  that  fhe  flew  through  thunder 
^  and  lightning ;  th^t  fhe  did  not  feel  the 
^  horfe  move  at  all ;  that  fhe  loft  Tier 
••  breath,  and  ^er  eyes  flalhed  fire  every 
**  minute ;  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
«*  flic  will  ever  be  a(ble  to  fee  agaim  — 
^'  But  what  can  folks  expeA  that  have 
**  to  do  with  fuch  wicked  devils  as 
*'  witches  5  for  this  is  all  their  doing, 
*^  I  dare  fay,  and  a  fine  mefs  will  be 
*'  made  on't." 

*  A  horfe,  when  prefied  to  the  top  of  his 
fpeed,  conftantly  fquats  his  ears. 

They 
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•  They  ribw  Taw  lord  Harrington  ttttcl 
MatUda:  returning.    The  pdrter  at  ttiie^ 
lodge  gate  had  told  thcm^  that  the  blatK 
pad  had  run  full  Ijpecd  thrbtigh,  and  tfic 
horfe  aiid  cart  after  him  i  that  they  ^ctd^ 
^d  ready  to  drop  ^  and  that  he  wasaffhtid 
Mrs;    Vincent  muft  have  hvokt  iicf 
neck  i  for  he  never  did  fee  any  body] 
ride  fo  furious  before.    They  had  likc-j 
wife  iDct  the  gardener^  Nelly,  and  Goodfcj . 
Gaps,  and  heard   the  ftory  of  NcIlyJ 
liaving  fQuhd  her  gnuidoiother.     Mf] 
lord  then  went  into  the  houfe*  and  inw 
formed  lady  Harrington,  who  rejoiced 
at  finding  the  old  woman  to  be  what  fhe 
wi&ed;  for  Vincent's  fright  had  difcom^ 
poied  her  mind  a  little* 

Nelly  ran  to  the  parfonage,  and  in^ 
formed  Mr,  Butler  of  the  joyful  news  ; 
but  lamented  that  her  grandmother  was 
to  be  in  a  room  in  the  Abbey  garden, 
obfcrving,  that  there  was  a  nice  fnug 

room 


MAID  OP  HOHOUR..  4^^ 

xiom  to  let  at  the  end  of  his  pales,  and  as 
t^  hgd  a  little  aioney  (he  would  pay  the 
;eat  of  it  I  for  (he  could  rife  two  hours 
boner>or  do  any  thing,  fo  (he  mght  havet 
If  r  under  her  eye,  Mr.  Budcr  faid  he 
vpuld  mention  it  to  lady  Harrington,  and 
hr  that  purpofe  would  go  to  the  Abbey. 

\  Mr.  Butler  informed  lady  Harrington 
5t  Nelly's  defire  of  having  her  grand- 
tiij^ther  under  her  care.  "  I  am  glad  of 
^^Jii**  faid  the  lady ;  "  for  I  am  forry  to 
'^lay  that  my  peopJe  are  fuch  fools,  that 
^}\hcym\\  not  come  into  a  room  where 
*^  Ihe  is  J  and  I  began  to  be  afraid  (he 
^*' would  be  but  indifferently  taken  care 
*'  oF,  except  by  the  gardener.  But  I 
"  will  give  Nelly  the  furniture  I  in- 
"  tended  for  the  garden  houfe ;  I  will 
"  find  the  old  woman  clothes,  and 
*'  allow  her  half  a  crown  a  week,  if  Mrs, 
^^  Butler  will  let  that  good  girl  attend 
'<  her  a  litde ;  and  the  pariih  muft  make 
*♦  their  former  allowance." 

15  Goody 
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Goody  Gaps  fat  in  the  buttery  v?ith 
the  gardener,  and  the  houfchold  now  and  j 
then  took  a  peep  at  her.     At  length 
the  head  cook,  a  decent  elderly  woman, 
took  courage  to  go  into  the  room,  fpoke 
firll  to  the  gardener,  and  then  to  the 
old  woman;  and  her  anfwers  being  ex-* I 
tremely  plain  and  eafy  to  be  undcrftood^ 
fhe  entered  into  converfation  concern- 1 
ing  her  birth,  parcncage,  and  educationi 
and  found,  from  the  account  (be  gave  j 
of  herfelf,    that  Ihe   remembered   her  I 
fvhcn  her  hufband  was  livings*    This 
vroTt  off  in  a  great  meafure  the  didafte 
iuid  dre^d  which  the  fervants  had  cob^ 
ceivcd  againft  her^^  and  the  old  womaa 
lived  in  the  ^ttage,  under  the  care  of 
iher  gr^nd-dau^ter  Nelly  Gaps,  in  peace 
and  comfort,     i 
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A  TEW  montlis  paflcd  without  any  cir- 
cumftance  occurring  to  Icffcn  the  happi- 
ijcfs  of  the  family.  Sir  Thomas  Manfel 
was  an  old  friend  of  lord  Harrington^ 
and  was  cortie  from  his  houfe  in  Kent 
to  vifit  him.  Sir  Thomas  was  an  admiral, 
had  fecn  a  good  deal  of  life,  and  was  an 
agreeable  companion;  they  were  of 
courfc  extremely  happy  In  feeing  each 
other  s  for  if  we  meet  the  friends  of  our 
early  days  when  We  are  advanced  in  life, 
it  gives  a  double  pleafure,  as  many  arc 
■fallen  from  us.— They  converftd  upon 
VOL.  II.  B  their s 
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their  boyifli  days,  the  news,  maricime 
afTair^j  and  policies;  and  thence  Siif 
Thomas  defccndcd  to  witches^  he  la- 
mented that  their  numbers  daily  in« 
creafed ;  that  feveral  hundreds  had  been 
condemned  and  executed  in  Scotland^ 
Wales,  and  different  parts  of  England ; 
th^t  it  was  a  growing  evil,  and  it  was 
almofl:  impoffible  to  put  a  ftop  to  it,  for 
nobody  was  fafe  againd  whom  they  had 
.aipite. 

"  Surely,  my  dear  fir,  you  are  not 
•*'  fcrious  in  what  you  fay,'*  obfcrved 
lady  Harrington.  She  then  told  him 
the  ftory  of  her  witch  upon  the  com- 
mon, and  the  refult  of  their  inquiries 
concerning  her. 

Sir  Thomas  faid,  it  might  prove  fo  in 
that  inftancej    he  wifhed    every   one 
came  off  fo  innocently,  and  was  ex- 
tremely 
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trcmely  glad  to  find  his  friend's  family 

had  efcaped  their  baleful  influcnce.*iii*- 

**  But  what  poflible  plcafure  can  it  be; 

**  fir  Thomas,"  faid  lady  Harrington, 

^^for  the  human  fpecles  to  torment? 

*^  If  a  frightful  old  woman  has  the  power 

*'  of  hurting  others,   I  fliould  fuppofe 

^^  likcwife,  that  flic  has  the  power  of 

<^  fcrving    herfelf.       Why   fliould  fhe 

"  then,  my  dear  fir,  live  in  dirt,  rags, 

^'  and    mifery  ?"— "  As    to  defining,^ 

faid  fir  Thomas,  "  what  -can,  or  what 

*«  cannot  be  done,   that  is  out  of  my 

<<  power  J  but  it  certainly  is  fo,  or  fuch 

**  numbers  would  not  have  been  exe* 

"**  cuted;  and  it  would  be  highly  im- 

**  proper  to  blame  their  judges;  for 

'**  they  mufl:  have  had  real  and  full  proof 

*^  of  their  guilt  before  they  condemned' 

**  them. — And  I  fuppofe,"  he  added, 

'^^  your  ladyfliip  has  heard  of  the  fliock- 

•*ing  afiair  which  happened  af, my  lord 

BJZ  ^*  of 
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"of  Rutland's/'  No,  (he  had  not 
heard  any  thing  of  it.— -"  Then,  madam, 
*^  .the  cafe  was  this :  an  old  woman  who 
*^  had  lived  many  years  in  the  family  had 
"  done  fomething  wrong ;  and  being 
**  fevcrely  chid  by  lady  Rutland,  her 
**  malice  was  carried  to  fuch  a  height, 
•^  that  (he  made  a  compadt  with  the 
"devil,  and  by  means  of  a  fanailiar 
«'  in  the  form  of  a  brinded  cat,  (which 
«*  (he  called  Rutterkin,)  flic  was  the 
•*  death  of  three  innocent  children,  who 

•"  pined  away  without  any  apparent  ma- 
*'  lady.— And  I  can  aflure  your  ladyfhip 

^  that  it  was  nearly  the  death  of  lady 

V  Rutland  alfo."  • 

This  converfation  of  fir  Thomas 
Manfcl's  hurt  lady  *  Harrington  ex- 
tremely; her  mind  had  been  quieted 
with  regard  to  witches  j  and  it  was  happy 
in  being  affured  that  there  were  no  fuch 

beings 
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ings  in  exiftcnce.  —  But  fir  Thomas 
.s  an  old  man,  a  grave  man,  and  had 
cr  been  confidered  as  a  man  of  ho- 
ur.— What  then  was  fbe  to  conclude  ? 
That  he  had  been  mifinformcd,  per- 
ps. — But  would  fir  Thomas  Manfcl 
ate   circumftances  as  matter  of  fad", 
he  had  not  b.en  pcrfedly  affured  of 
rir   truth  ?  — •  No  j    ihc    could    not 
nk  fo  meanly  of  fir  Thomas  Manfcl  j 
5  muft  have  been  miftakcn  herfclfi 
C  it  was  a  miftake  fo  hurtful  to  her 
*lings,  fo  prejijdicial  to  fociety,  that 
e  flattered  hcrfelf  the  decifions  of  her 
m  mind  were  right. — They  certainly 
ire  more  charitable  5  in  (hort,  at  laft 
r  fenlcs  were  abfolutely  in  "  wander- 
ing mazes  loft/*  —  She  might  live 
be  very  old ;  her  faculties  might  be 
eakencd,  and  her  memory  fo  impaired, 
at  (he  might  fay  and  do  many  ridicul- 
» things.— In  (horc,  Ihc  might  herfclf 
•  3  .bt 
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be  taken  for  ^  witch  twenty  years  hence 
(the  odds  were  twenty  to  one  that  fhe 
did  not  fee  eighty;  but  at  the  moment 
calculations  of  that  fort  efcaped  her  en- 
tirely, and  the  poffibility  of  it  gave  her 
extreme  pain). — She  fat  with  her  head 
upon  her  hand,  looking  out  at  a  window^, 
with  all  her  faculties  fuipended  i  fo  that 
ihe  really  did  not  think  at  all* 

The  entrance  of  her  daughters  proved 
a  great  relief.  They  informed  her, 
that  their  brothers  were  returned  from 
lord  Haftings's,  and  that  they  Y:z7t  all 
^viicQ  to  a  mafque  and  ball  the  follow- 
ing week.— This  brought  on  an  hour*s 
confultation  upon  that  important  fubjeft, 
drefs  ',  and  a  fummons  was  lent  to  Mrs. 
Bridget  to  attend  her  ladies  in  the  ward- 
^  robe.  Lady  Harrington  accompanied 
them,  as  fhe  was  much  more  folicitous 
about  their  appearance  than  her  own. 

''  Dear 
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*•*  Dear  me/'  faid  Bridget,  taking  out 
a  nice  fuit  of  point,  *^  the  country  is  all 
"  in  an  uproar.  As  fure  as  can  be,  wc 
*'  fhall  all  have  a  hundred  misfortunes 
^  that  nobody  would  have  thought  on ; 
•*  for  the  witches  are  at  work  all  over 
"  the  world,  and  neither  man  nor  beaft 
•*  can  reft  in  quiet  for  them." — '*  How 
"  can  you  be  fo  uncharitable  ?"  faid  lady 
Harrington.  "  Y6u  muft  be  convinced 
^  that  Goody  Gaps  is  no  witch  j  and  I 
•*  hope  there  is  no  perfon  fo  poor  and 
'*  fo  neglcfted  in  this  neighbourhood  as 
••ihc  was,'*—  "  No,  my  lady,"  replied 
Bridget,  "  thiere  isn't  j  but  the  witch  at 
*'  the  white  houfe  is  a  witch  in  grain. 
•*  I  have  inquired  after  her  5  indeed, 
^  your  lady  (hip,  fhc  has  lived  there  time 
^  out  of  mind,  and  has  not  grown  one 
«  day  older  5  —  never  in  her  life  aflced 
'^  charity  ;  —  always  plenty  of  money  in 
^  her  pocket  i  —  cures  fick  folks,  be 
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**  they  never  fo  bad,  —  and  is  a  true  aad 
•'  real  witch.  I  am  fure,  ladies^  you  re- 
*'  member  the  cruel  ague  which  I  had 
••  laft  fpring,  that  (hook  mc  limb  from 
•*  limb.  Now,  one  day,  when  the  fit 
**  was  ofT,  I  was  taking  a  walk  in  the 
"  park  for  a  little  air.  Well,  whblhouU 
"  I  meet  but  Jenny  Hawthorn,  with  a 
^'  bafket  of  eggs  and  other  things  fi-om 
«'  her  father's  farm,  which  Mrs.  Vincent 
^*  had  ordered.  Oh  dear  Mrs«  Bridget, 
*•  (faid  (he)  how  poorly  you  look,  c|uite 
*<  (hocking  I  declare !  (for  ihe  is  rather 
^^  an  ill-natured  thing)  you  have  loft 
"  your  colour  (faid  (he)  that  uled  to  be 
^*  as  fre(h  as  a  daify,  and  walk  as  if  jfou 
«'  could  not  let  one  foot  afore  t'other,— 
**  I  have  got  the  ague  (faid  I),  and  our 
•*  houlekeeper  can't  cure  mc '— Why, 
•*  then,  (fays  Jenny)  don't  you  go  to  the 
"  wife  woman,  for  (he  can  cure  every 
•*  body  ?— I  am  fo  weak  (fays  I,)  that 

«  I  could 
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•*  I  could  not  walk  fo  far. — ^Well  (fays 
*'  flie),  when  I  have  left  my  things  with 
**  Mrs.  Vincent,  I  will  go  home  that 
**  way,  and  get  you  fomething  that  fhall 
•*  do  you  good:— And  fo  we  parted.  The 
*•  next  day  J^nny  brought  me  fomething 
**  which  Ihe  tied  about  my  neck,  fome- 
*«  thing  about  my  wrift,  and  fomething 
**  very  nafty  to  take,  which  I  thought 
•«  would  have  poifoned  me  ;  but  in  four 
«*  days  I  was  as  well  as  ever,  and  my 
"  colour  came  again  as  frefti  as  a  rofe>. 
«  juft  as  well  as  it  is  now." 

**  I  think,'^>  faid  lady  Harrington,. 
**  the  feuillembrt  gown,  will  do  for 
«  me  at  lord  Haftings's.'- — "  It  is 
*«  certainly  very  handfome,'*  faid  mife 
Harrington ;  *^  but  as  the  colour  is  fi> 
€€  y^ry  grave,  you.muft  put  on  all  your 
•^jewels,  for  they  always  fhew  taadvaa- 
^^  tagp  upon  tbofe  kinds  of  colours."— • 
B  5*  «  But 
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«  But  as  I  was  faying,"  interrupted 
BiidgcCj  *^  my  colour  came  again  as  frefli 
**  as  m  To(ti  and  feeing  Jenny  a  litde  . 
•*  while  after.  The  wife  woman  has  cured  f 
^*  me  (lays  I)^  and  I  am  fure  I  am 
**  obliged  to  her.  What  am  I  to  pay  ? 
**  Nothing  (faid  Jenny),  for  flie  never 
^  takes  money  of  any  body.— Why^  fhe 
**  is  a  poor  body  (fays  I),  isn't  Ihe  ?  ^» 
**  Yes  (fays  Jenny),  —  Then  how  does^ 
*•  flic  live?  (faid  I)  Does  flie  fpin,  or 
**  go  a  haymaking  ?  —  No  (faid  Jenny)* 
**  Then  how,  in  the  name  of  good  luck^, 
*«  does  (he  live  ?  —  She  has  every  thing 
**  from  our  houfe  ;  I  don*t  know  but  fhe 
••  may  be  a  relation  of  my  mother's>, 
"  though  (he  never  called  me  cou(ia 
**  yet.  But  they  were  very  fond  of  each 
•*^ other;  and  I  dare  fay  fhe  paid  well 
•*  when  my  modier  was  alive  j  and  I 
^  know  ihe  pays  my  father  well  now  ^ 
f*  fcr  I  often  carry  her  things^  and  bring 

*^back 
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^'afiair  is  finally  fcttkdj  now  for  the 
^?  drawing-room,  for  I  have  heard  the 
**  firft  dinner-bell  fomc^mc."    - 

Lord  Harrington's  firft  appearance 
ihowed  that  he  was  not  well.  He  did 
not  fpeak,  but  looked  extremely  grave; 
and  as  he  was  naturally  a  cheerful  man, 
lady  Harrington  was  concerned ;  but, 
feeing  him  eat,  (he  forbore  takir>g  notice 
of  it;  for  the  good  lady  had  never  learned 
the  unhappy  art  of  tormenting  by  an 
impertinent  kind  of  attention  to  her 
hufband  (with  *^  now  do  have  a  little 
*«  bit  of  this— or  tafte  that,— you  have 
«  no  appetite  to-day  —  I  am  afraid  you 
:**  arc  not  well, — does  your  head  ach  ?— ■ 
<*  are  the  fpafms  coming  on  in  your 
«  ftomach, — or  is  your  right  foot  un^ 
€€  cafy  ? — I  remember  laft  year,  the  day 
•*  before  you  had  that  fcvere  fit  of  the 
^^  goutj  you  could  not  touch  a  morfel  of 

"the 


<^  the  fioeft  haunch  of  doe  vtmfon  that 
«« ever  was  fcen.— -I  hope  it  is^not  com- 
**  ing  on  now.-^Thomas^  do  take  care 
«« that  the  great  Ihoe  is  well  aired  this 
'♦evening,  —  it  would  be  a  great  pity,- 
^  indeed,  not  to  have  every  thing  in 
"order."— The  lady's  knife  ^nd  fork 
laid  down  during  this  harangue;  and 
diofe  fitting  at  the  uble,  and  thole  ftand- 
ing  behind  them,  ftarbg  at  the  miferable 
man,  whofe  illnels  might  probably  be 
mental,  and  who  for  that  reaibn  was 
wilhing  to  have  it  pafs  unoblcrved). 

Neither  could  lady  Harrington  fee  her 
lord  apparendy  not  well  without  feeling 
fevercly  5  but  whatever  was  the  caufe  of 
his  being  out  of  fpirits,  (he  took  no  notice 
of  it.  — When  the  fcrvants  were  with- 
drawn and  my  lord  had  drunk  a  few 
glafles  of  wine,  which  he  took  pretty 
quickj  he  faid,  ^  I  have  been  tired  be- 
4  **yDnd 
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.#^  yofld  mcafure  to-day,  and  pkgucd  out: 
**  of  my  life  about  witches  5  for  I  have 
«•  been  told  by  jufticc  Wood,  that  the 
**  old  wonian  in  the  White  Cottage  is^ 
*^  abfblutely  a  witch ;  but  as  (he  lives 
•*  upon  my  manor  he  does  not  like  to 
•*  take  notice  of  her,  though  he  has 
^  complaints  laid  agaioft  her  every  day* 
^  1  have  promifed  to.  make  inquiries 
**  concerning  her,  and  intend  doing  fo 
**as  foon  as  pofliblej  for  the  lower 
**  prders  of  people  are  quite  in  a  fer^ 
**  ment  about  it.— -He  fays  too,  that 
"farmer  Hawthorn  and  his  family  are 
<«  quite  as  bad  as  (he  is ;.  and  1  am  forry 
**  thofc  induftrious  people  fhould  be 
«*  implicated  i  for  his  farm  is  fmall,. 
^  and  by  no  means  a  good  one,  and  yet 
**  he  has  brought  up  his  family  remar^- 
'*  ably  well ;  there  are  a  great  many  of 
«^  them,  and  they  are  the  beft  behaved 
*<  people    in  the   neighbourhood."  — 

<^  Your 
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•*  Your  lordfhip  cannot,"  faid  the  cap«- 
tain,  "  do  any  thing  to-day  j  for,  re- 
*•  member,  you  promifed  to  ftc  mj 
**  troop  out  this  evening."—**  True," 
returned  my  lord ;  **  I  Ihall  therefore 
"  defer  my  inquiries  till  to-morrow,? 

The  gentlemen  took  their  horfcs  to 
ride  to  Coventry-heath.—**  Now,"  faid 
Miatilda,  *'  I  (hould  like  to  take  a  walk 
"  to  the  White  Cpttage,  merely  to  fee 
<*  what  fort  of  a  place  it  is."— ^*  I  have 
•*  no  objeftion,"  faid  lady  Harrington  ; 
"  burfirft  fend  tp  tell  Jenny  Hawthorn 
*'  that  I  want  to  fpeak  with  her  in  the 
**  morning  J  for  I  muft  fee  that  girl, 
**  and  inquire  what  Ihe  knows  con- 
"  cerning  the  old  woman  in  the  White 
«  Cottage." 


t*QV 


They  walked  out,  and,  when  they  got 
through  the  park,  met  a  labouring  man, 

aad. 
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and  inquired  the  ncarcft  way  to  the 
White  Cottage.  — "The  ncarcft  and 
**  pkafanteft,"  replied  the  nian,  "  is  to 
•*  follow  the  path  over  that  ftylc,  and 
**  then  you  may  gtt  on  the  brow  of  the 
**  hill  over  againft  it. — But  if  you  want 
**  to  go  to  the  houfe,  keep  along  the 
*•  road  i  for  if  you  go  upon  the  brow  of 
**  the  hill,  as  I  faid  before,  there  will  be  a 
**  hedge  and  a  ditch  between  you ;  but 
**  'tis  a  pleafant  place  to  look  at  on  the 
*<  outfide."— "  So  we  have  heard,"  (aid 
lady  Harrington;  "  and  for  that  reafon 
*^  we  wi(h  to  have  a  view  of  it*  But  who 
«<  lives  there  ?"— ««  A  witch,  they  fay,^ 
returned  the  man ;  *'  they  fay  too,  that 
*'  ihe  has  done  a  mafs  of  mifchief  j  but  as 
^^  (he  never  did  any  to  me,«  I  have  no 
"  caufe  to  think  ill  of  her." — "  Did  you 
"  ever  fee  her  ?*'  inquired  lady  Harring- 
ton.— *'  Why,  yes,  I  have  j  and  Ihe  is 
«« the  uglicft  old  creature  I  ever  did  fee^i 
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"  for  fhe  has  looked  more  than  a  hu* 
*'  drcd  years  old  thefc  fifteen  years,  and 
**  yet  fhe  feems  brifk  enough  too;  for 
"  I  have  feen  her  trotting  about  her 
**  garden  like  a  woman  of  fifty.— I 
**  gathered  her  apples  laft  yscar,  and  flic 
*'  carried  in  the  half-buftiel  baflcctsasif 
"  they  were  nothing  j  and  yet  to  bofc 
'^  at  her  vifage*  you'd  think  Ihe  CKM 
^^*  out  of  the  tonnbs.'* 

"  I  am  obliged  by  your  information  *' 
faid  lady  Harrington,  giving  him  fome* 
thing.     "  We  will  go  over  the  fkldSji, 
**  and  upon  the  brow  of  the  hill,  to  fee 
•*  it  to  advantage."— They  foonrcached^ 
the  hill  field ;  and  as  thcj^  were  entering  it 
by  the  ftyle  two  fpaniels,  which  were 
favourites,  overtook  them.     "  We  mull 
^*  keep  thefe  dogs  in,"  faid  the  lady,. 
'^  or  they  will  do  mifchief  to  the  young. 
**  game.      Your  father  does  not   like 

''  that. 
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^  that  they  fhould  range  about,  as  they 
**  difturb  the  patridges.  The  fetters  will 
"  have  no  chance,  and  the  fport  will  be 
"  dcftroyicd/' 

It  was  one  of  thofe  fine  evenings  juft 
t)ctween  fummer  and  autumn  j  the  air 
was  extremely  warm ;  not  a  breath  of 
wind  ftirring,  and  the  grafs-ficlds  had 
recovered  their  verdure  fincc  the  hay 
had  been  carried  ofFj  the  corn  fields 
we're  in  full  ear,  and  the  grain  in  the 
Ssilk^  as  the  farmers  exprefs  it.  The 
fun  was  almoft  fetting,  the  full-orbed 
moon  rifing,  and  the  different  lights  fb 
beautifully  difpofed,  that  to  a  painter's 
eye.  It  was  one  of  the  fineft  fccnes  in 
nature. 

The  hill  was  partially  covered  with 
foreft  trees  of  a  very  old  growth^  oak, 
a(h,  beech,  and  fycamore;  no  injurious 

axe 


r 
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«e  had  ever  cropped  their  flowing 
honours  i  bus  they  were  fprc^d  in  full 
bcaiity  as  nature  dire  fled. — ^  Tufts  of 
bruum  grew  in  patches  upon  the  top  and 
fides  of  ihc  hill;  and  ac  the  bottom, 
next  the  road,  vvas  a  low  qukkfec  hedge, 
and  a  lUdc  ft  re  am  of  water.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  road  was  the  White 
Cottage.  7  here  was  alfo  a  very  large 
afi),  which  had  many  years  loft  its  head 
bjf  fome  trcmcnduus  ftorm,  on  which 
account  the  branches  had  ipread  much 
witlrr  from  thr  Uswcr  part  of  the  trccf 
its  roots  came  out  of  the  earth  in  m^njr 
a  fanraftic  winding  upon  the  fides  of  the 
billi  and  moufc-cars,  hare-bells,  and 
other  wild  flowers,  g^rcw  profufely  upoa 
the  flope. 

**  That  is  the  cottage/'  faid  Matilda  > 
*^  for  fee  the  honeyfuckles  as.  the  gar- 
y  dcncr  dcfcribed."— *•*  How  neat  and 

<*  pretty  L** 
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pretty,"  raid  Elizabeth^  "  fure  nothing 
ill  can  inhabit  foch  a  place.**—**  The 
contemplation  of  it/'  faid  lady  Har- 
igton,  **  gives  me  extreme  pleafure." 
icn  fitting  down  upon  the  roots  of  the 
I,  **  the  weather  15  fo  warm,  and 
Jiis  fcene  fo  delightful,  that  I  muft 
!njoy  it  for  half  an  hour."—**  Per- 
liaps,"  faid  Matilda,  **  that  cottage 
:ontains  a  very  happy  being.  She, 
in  all  probability,  enjoys  heffelf  her 
>wn  way  without  interruption;  and 
if  (he  has  a  competence, '  fhe  muft 
furcly  be  cafy  in  her  folitude." 

**  I  (hould  rather  foppofe,  my  dear 
Matilda,"'  faid  lady  Harrington,  **  that 
this  little  retreat  contaips  fome  woman ' 
who,  having  been  ill  ufcd  by  the 
world,  has  retired  to  peace,  if  not 
happinefs.  A  little  will  procure  the 
ucccflaries  of  lifcj  and  even  the  cooa- 

**  forts. 
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*'  forts,  for  a  finglc  folitary  being  like 
"  her.       She    may    have    been   per- 
"  fecuted  by  her  enemies^  or  forfakcrt) 
**  by  her  friends.     Perhaps  the  lofs  of 
•*  amiable  children  has  made  her  weary  1 
*'  of  the  world,  or  profligate  ones  may] 
*'  have  been  the  caufc  nf  her  retreating!^ 
**  for  there  arc  people  in  the  world  who^ 
•*  will  endeavour  to  lofe  Care  in  a  buftic, 
**  while   others    will   boldly   encounter 
«  him  by  themfelves/'— '*  Surely/'  faid 
Mifs  Harrington,    **  the  folitary  tnuft 
**  have  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  formed 
"mind/'— "  Undoubtedly/'    faid  her 
mother ;  "  if  our  reflcdions  can  footh, 
*«  eafe,  and  acquit  us  to  ourfclves,  wc 
"  have  no  rcafon  for  being  unhappy/^— 
"  But/*   faid  Matilda,    "  if  people  do 
**  things  that  are  not  right,  do  you  think, 
"  madam,    they   can    be  happy  ?'*  — 
**  Certainly  not/'   faid  lady   Harring- 
ton. 

The 
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The  fpaniels  had  been  forgotten, 
and  they  were  ranging  over  the  hill, 
farufliin^  through  the  broom^.and  hunt- 
mg  the  ditches,  when  one  of  them 
opened.  «*  Come  here,^  Ranger  -,  come 
^  here.  Flora  j"  faid  Matilda,  But  they 
itill  continued  the  cry,  when  Matilda, 
jumping  up,  followed  the  opening  of  the 
dogs  to  a  tuft  of  broom.  The  moment 
Ac  <:ame  up  to  them,  they  ruflied  into' 
die  inidil  of  it,  and  an  enormoufly  large 
cat  flew  out,  leaped  over  the  hedge  and 
rivdet,  ran  to  the  cottage,  and  jumped 
over  the  pales  into  the  garden ;  the 
ipaniels  purfued  and  got  into  the  gar- 
den  alfoi  two  cats  came  out  of  the  cot- 
tage to  aflifl:  their  companion,  and  the* 
dogs  could  not  leap  the  pales  back* 
again,  the  earth  being  lower  on  the  in- 
fide,  and  the  fpaniels  cried  mod  pitifuN 
ly.  Matilda,  in  a  fright,  crofled  the 
livulet,  and  ran  to  the  cottage,  whcA' 

Ac 
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file  faw  a  woman  coining  out  of  an  ar- 
bour at  the  end  of  the  garden^  who  £ud, 
^'  Young  lady,  if  my  cats  have  ii^urcd 
^  your  fpanicis,  I  am  lorry  for  it ;  I 
**  wiih  to  keep  them  widiin  my  premifci^ 
^  but  they  will  ramble  after  the  birdL* 
— "  Indeed,"  anfwered  Matilda,  *•  the 
''  dogs  were  in  the  wrong,  and  I  have 
^'  taken  the  liberty  of  entering  your 
*^  garden  to  bring  them  back/'  She 
was  now  very  near  the  woman^  and  fooid 
her  face  frightful  on  account  of  the  bad*, 
sefs  of  her  complexion ;  but  flic  walked, 
ftrong  and  ereft ;  her  eyes  ieemed  to  be 
good  and  lively,  her  teeth  found,  and 
her  hair  was  entirely  hidden  by  her  drefi. 
**  I  have  fatigued  myfelf^"  laid  Madlda; 
**  will  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  give  me 
*«  a  little  wa:cr  ?"  The  old  woman  went 
into  the  houfe,  and  brought  out  a  faoni 
fuU,  which  Madldi  drank  and  then 
wifhed  her  a  good  evening. 

Lady 
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X-ady  and  Mifs  Harrington  were 
in  great  agitation  concerning  Ma- 
tilda; as  fhe  did  not  go  into  the 
houfe,  they  kept  their  eyes  upon  her, 
and  went  dofe  to  the  hedge  to  meet 
her^  but  finding  they  could  not  get  to 
her-,  nor  Matilda  to  them,  flie  refolved 
to  walk  round  to  the  ftyle  to  meet 
them.' 

As  Matilda  walked  on,  (he  met  a 
girl  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  with  a 
baiket  wrapt  up  with  great  care.  **  What 
**  have  you  got  there,  my  good  girl  ?'* 
— **  A  hot  road  chicken/* — *«  And  who 
•*  is  it  for?'' — "  The  old  woman  in  the 
f'  White Houfe/'  laidthegirl;  "myfifter 
'*  Jenny  has  cook'd  it  nicely  for  her  fup- 
^'  per." — "And  what  is  her  name?"  alk- 
ed  Matilda.*—"  My  mother's  friend,**  re« 
plied  thegirl.  **What,my good  child?"  de- 
manded Matiljia,  *'My  mother's  friend," 

yoL.  II.  c    '  faid 


2$  THE  WITCH,  AND  THfi 

faid  the  girl  as  loud  as  fhe  could  bawl; 
"  for  I  never  heard  any  other  name  that 
"  fhe  had,  and  I  have  known  her  ever 
*^  fince  I  was  a  little  thing  not  fo  high. 
»*  My  father's  name  is  farmer  Haw- 
**  thorn,  and  I  have  got  a  great  many 
"  brothers  and  fifters/' — "  You  area 
«f  good  girl,  I  dare  fay,*'  replied  Ma- 
tilda, giving  her  fomething;  "make 
"  hafte,  or  your  chicken  will  be  cold." 

Lady  and  Mifs  Harrington  met  Ma- 
tilda at  the  ftyle.  "  Well,**  faid  Eli- 
zabeth,  *^  you  have  feen  the  witch ; 
**  and  pray  what  kind  of  perfonage  is 
*«  fhe  ?** — "  Why,  her  complexion  is  fo 
"  fhocking,  that  flie  certainly  (as  the 
"  old  man  faid),  looks  as  if  fhe  came 
*'  out  of  the  tombs.  I  wanted  to  get 
"into  the  houfe;  but  it  being  a  vifit 
**  of  change,  or  rather  an  intrufion,! 
"  dared  not  invite    myfelf  in.     Her 

«  drefs 


1«AID  OF  HONOUR.  */ 

'  drefs  was  fomething  like  au  nun's ; 

*  the  petticoat  was  of  fight  brown  ftulF, 

*  and  a  kind  of  white  open  gown  over 
« it,  which  came  doWh  to  the  wrifts, 

*  and  tied  about  the  waift  with  a  brown 

*  ribband ;  a  round-ear*d  cap  clofe  to 
'^  her  abominably  ugly  face,  and  a  plain 
f^  brown  ribband  upon  that.  Her  ad- 
"  drefs  was  not  at  all  like  that  of  the 
^*  lower  order  of  people,  and  fhe  had 
"  fomething  dignified  about  her.** — 
"Thcn/^  faid  Elizabeth,  « fhe  may  be 
**  fome  nun  run  away  from  a  convent  j 
**  I  have  heard  ftrange  ftories  of  fathers 
*'  in  England  condemning  their  chil- 
*'  dren  to  a  monaftickJife.  This  thought 
"  has  juft  ftruck  me/* 

•'  And  I  do  not  think  it  an  impro- 

**bable    one,'*    faid   lady  Harrington. 

^  That  may  be  the  reafen  why  (he  con- 

**  ceals  hcrfclf,  leading  the  life  of  a  nun 

c  2  in 
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•*  in  a  cottage,  inftead  of  a  convent. 
.  ^  And  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  wrong 
^  to  difturb  her,  whatever  the  motive 
•^  may  be.  As  to  witchcraft,  I  again 
•"  aflure  myfelf  that  there  is  no  fuch 
^  thing ;  but  we  muft  make  fome  in- 
"quirics;  for  juftice  Wood  has  ex- 
«*  torted  a  promife  from  my  lord  to 
*'  that  effea.*' 

As  foon  as  i*^y returned  to  the  abbey, 
Bridget  met  thetP  "  Dear  me,  my 
*'  lady,  there  is  poor  dear  Flora's  ear  all 
"  over  gore  blood." — *'  The  old  wo- 
''  man's  cats  at  the  cottage  fcratched 
*'her,"  faid  Matilda.  "Oh,  lai  and 
*'  what  (hall  we  do  now?'*  faid  Bridget. 
*  Why,  take  her  into  the  ftill-room, 
"  and  tell  Vincent  to  put  fomething  to 
"  it.  I  beg  pardon,  young  lady ;  but 
''  pray  did  you  fee  the  witch  ?  and 
•*  what  in  the  world  could  Ihc  be  like  ? 

*'  and 


( 


MAID  OF  HONOU^R.'  2g 

*♦  aiul  what  could  ihe  be  drefled  up  ia?'* 
faid  Bridget. — ^'  Her  drefs/*  replied 
Matilda>  '^  was  in  fhape  very  like  a 
*r nun's/' — "  Then,  as  fure  as^  fate/* 
iaid  Bridget^  '^  ihe  is  that  fame  nun 
*rthat  goody  Dickens  and  her  hufband 
"  fidd  fa  much  about,  and  I  could  never 
<*  make  it  out ;  and  as  ihe  has  not 
«  waik'd  at  the  abbey,  that  I  know  of, 
"**.  fincc  wc  have  been  here,  perhaps  the 
^^poor  foul  was  frightened  at  having  fo 
^Vmany  folks  in  the  houfe,  and  was 
^forced,  to  take  up  with  a  cottage  at 
^^laih" 

.  *^  Flora's  ear  is  bleeding ;;  do  take  her 
<'  to  Vincent,"  faid  Matilda.  Bridget 
w^nt  off,  calling  the  fpaniel  after  her. 
The  moment  ihe  reached  the  houfe- 
keeper's  room  ihe  opened  the  buiinjsfs. 
f*  There  is  what  will  do  her  good,"  £ud 
Vinpenr,  taking  down  a  vial }  ^^  but 
C3'  «if 
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^  I  vast  to  know,  young  woman,"  faid 

fady  Harrington,   '^  if  yon  have  any  ac- 

*  quaincance  with  the  old  woman  at 

-  the  WbitcConage."— "  Yes,  my  lady, 

••  k  is  my  father's  houfe  j  but  my  mo- 

^  ther's  friend  has  made  it  fo  nice !  It 

*■  was  a  fed  place  when  my  father  firfl 

^  bought  it,  many  years  ago,  as  I  have 

^  heard  him  fey ;  and  he  was  afraid 

«'  that  he  never  (hould  have  let  it."— 

^  I  wanted  to  know  if  you  were  wdl 

•*  acquainted  with  her.*'—'*  O  yes,  my 

"  lady,  ever  fince  I  was  born." — "  And 

•'  was  (he  any  relation  ?" — "  Not  that  I 

•*  know  of,  my  lady ;  but  my  mother  was 

<*  as  fond  of  her  as  if  ihe  had  been  her 

<*  own  fifter ;  fo  I  fuppufe  that  fhe  was 

"  a-kin  to  her ;  my  poor  mother,  who 

'  ts  now  dead  and  gone,  never  thought 

thing  nice  enough  for  herj  and 

tnow  that  (he  pays  for  it  all." — 

does  fhe  get  the  money  ?" 

faid 


.      MAID  OF  HONDUK.  33 

faid  my  lady.  "  Out  of  the  box  whidi 
«'  (lands  in  her  bed-room,.  pleafe  your 
**  ladyfhipj  I  have  often  fcen  her  take 
*'  it  out,  but  fhe  never  pays  till  it 
*'  comes  to  gold. — She  has  been  very 
<«  good  indeed  to  me ;  ha&  taught  me 
"  to  read,  and  write  (and  now  I  keep 
**  all  our  accounts) ;  (hewed  me  how 
*'  to  work ;  gave  me  money  to  buy  a 
*'  fine  bible  and.  a  prayer-book ;  ;  ^md 
^'  has  done  us  all  a  deal  of  good;  I 
**  often  walk  with  her  in  the  woods  by 
«*  moonlight,  and  fo  did.my  mother.^**— 
**  And  what  is  her  name  ?'*  faid  lady 
Harrington.  "  We  never  call  her  any 
**  thing  but  my  mother's  friend,  my 
**  lady." — "  Did  you  never  hear  any 
*«  other  ?" — "  No,  indeed,  my  lady,^ 
*'I  never  did.  She  has  a  vaft  many 
*^  books;  her  houfe  is  fet  forth,  with 
"-flowers  J  and  her  garden  is  very  nice, 
**  and  full. of  fruity  which  (he  gives. ut 
05  ••  a  great 
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'*  a  great  deal  of." — "  Is  flie  a  well- 
**  looking  woman  ?"  faid  her  ladyfcip. 
•'  No,  my  lady ;  her  face  feems  to  be 
**  black  and  afli  colour,  inftead  of  red 
**  and  white ;  but  (he  is  very  good  in- 
"  deed,  and  would  not. hurt  a  hair  of 
•*  any  body's  head ;  and  if  my  little 
•^  finger  does  but  ache,  flie  feems  fo 
*•  forry !  and  when  my  poor  mother 
••  died,  I  thought  fhe  would  have  died 


*'  I  thank  you  for  your  infonnap 
tion,'*  faid  my  lady;  "and  tell  your 
"  father  that  my  lord  would  be  glad 
•*  to  fee  him  in  the  evening  upon  Ibme 
«<  bufmefs/* 

The  Mifs  Harringtons  and  the  cap- 
tain were  prefent  at  this  examination. 
"  I  think,"  faid  the  latter,  ''  this  girl 
*^  is  almoft   handfome   enough  to  be- 

"  witch 


■•^^-VV.:. 
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«  witch  me."—."  Oh,'*  replied  Matil- 
**  da^  ^*^  nothing  near  fo.  beautiful  as 
•*  lady  Naunton.'* — "  I  approve  €±- 
*'  tremely,'*  he  anfwered,  "  of  lady 
♦«  Naunton,  and  fhould  prefer  her  as  a 
**  friend  at  the  war-office ;  yet  I  think 
U  jenny  Hawthorn  would  look  very 
5'  pretty  upon  a  baggage-waggon/* 

•  ..**  I.  beg,  John,  you  would  not  talk 
H.noftfenfe'to  that  good  girl ;  fheis  the 
^*'ft«3r:"aRd  fnanager  of  her  father's 
^.  hoitfcV^^ — ^^>  My  good  prudent  EHza- 
^. 6€*t[,t'r^aid  the  captain,  "do  you 
K *Ki^k  I  can  fee  a  tall,  ilrait.  Him.girl, 
«^<vi?idi*a^i1i«e  rofy  compiexion,  without 
«*'ttd^1«ng  her  ?  no,  to  be  fure;  but 
kr^iViSJitUfied  that  I  wi'l  not  make  the 
v:|»iT'V.vlLin.*  BcfldeTs,  you  know,  lady 
w  jt^xfeiitidtt  and  BeUona  are  the  objects 
♦^  of  nl5r*h(3foTat4(>fl/'>--««  I  wifh,"  re- 
plied' Elizabeth,  "  that  you  would  fa- 
.;'••;..:  ,:  ^c  6-  **  crifice 
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^  crifice  a  little  at  the  {brine  of  Miner- 
va."— "  I  do  intend  it  this  very  even- 
^  ing ;  and  I  am  now  ruminating  upon  a 
^  vifit  to  the  witch.  If  fhe  be  inclined 
^  to  peace,  fo  am  I ;  we  will  then  hold 
^  a    little  friendly   parly ;    but  I  Ihall 

*  gird  on  my  fword ;  and  if  war  is 
^  what  Ihe  prefers,    I  will  firft  attack 

*  and  rout  thofe  myrmidons  her  cats, 
then  bring  off  the  caitiff  witch  pri- 
foner,    and  you   fhall  fet  your  fair 

*  foot  upon  her  neck,  in  token:  of  your 
^  fovereignty  and  her  obedience/*— 
<  Biit  do  you  really  intend  to  pay  her 

*  a  vifit  ?" — **  I  do,  this  very  evening. 
'  You  will  probably  be  feeking  reafoins 

*  for  my  running  fuch  hazard  of  my 
Vprecious  life,  not  forgetting  my  ftill 

*  dearer     reputation  j      but     curiofity 

*  prompts  me  on ;  and  as  Jenny  Haw- 

*  thorn  declares  ihe  is  the  beft  creature 
^  living,  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  hen .  I 

•'  therefore 
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^therefore  go  armed  at  all  points, 
*'  armed  with  curiofity.  I  am  fure, 
^  Matilda,  you  had  none,  my  dear 
^  Mer,  when  you  leaped  a  moft  tre- 
**  mendous  hedge,  fwam  acrofs  a  gaping 
**  gulph,  and  fcaled  the  caftle  walls  of 
*'  this  renowned  witch,  to  refcue  from 
*'  the  horrible  talons  of  the  ficrceft  cat 
**  that  ever  was  kittened  your  dear  de^ 
"  licate  puppies,  who  were  both  wound- 
^  ed  in  the  ikirmifh.  Suppofe  I 
<^  take  them  with  me,  and  have  an- 
•*  othe|?'  fet-to  this  evening." — «  No, 
**■  no,**'  feud  Matilda,  ^  if  you  muft  go, 
**  go  gently." 

«  I  will,  I  will,*'  he  replied ;  "I  go, 
**  I  fly  to  deliver  the  princefs  with  the 
«*  afli-coloured  complexion  from  the 
**  tortures  which  that  cruel  magician 
^  juilice  Wood  has  in  ftore  for  her  j 
««  aad  if  I  ihould  not  return  by  ten 

«  o'clock. 
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f^  o'clock*,  you  TOAj  wkh  great  oerUtnty 
f'^eondud^  that  ive  are  gone  to  Laphitd 
f*.  Upon  two  of  the  fwiftdl  bnottftidtt 
«*  chat  ever  vera  crofitd,  to  partake  of 
f^:a  ddidotts  roafted  tjrger  iftaftdmth 
1<  tenpcaay  aai W- 

JvJDiBncr  and  juftice  Wood  ^verai  a» 
aounced.  at  the  ftsie  dne.«^f^  1.  ttn 
!<  comet  my  lord/'  faid  t^M,  juOice, 
*<  becaufe'I  woiskl  BoCf  give  your  Itfr^ 
f<  iDiip  the  trouble  of  fending  about  the 
"  bufinefs'  which  I  mentioned  tdiyou.-— 
<*  The  people  are  fp  damourous  and 
"  preffing,  that  I  dare  fay  it  would  be 
*^  a  great  pleafure  to  them  to  fee  the 
"  witch  ducked  and  then  burnt*** — 
**I  think,  fir,"  returned  my  lord, 
••  that  pofitive  proofs  of  guilt  ought  to 
**  be  had  before  any  thing  of  that  fort 
<*  fliould  be  thought  of.  Life  and  re- 
^**  putation  are  very  valuable  things  j  and 

''  as 
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'*  as  I  never  heard  that  this  woman  had 

**  hurt  a  fingle  individual,   you  and  I 

•«  had  better  fee  her,  and  hear  what  fhe 

•*  has  to  fay/' — ^*  I  would  rather  not 

•*  meddle  in  fuch  a  bufinefs,"  faid  the 

juftice  ;  "  but  bring  her  before  me  pro- 

-^*  perly,  and  I  am  at  your  lordfhip's  fer- 

•'  vice." — "  I  am  going  to  her  this  even- 

•*  ingjfir,"  faid  the  captain;  **  v;ill  you  do 

**  me  the  favour  to  accompany  me  ?'* — 

•*  No,  lir/*^  returned  the  juftice ;  "  for 

^  a   man    like    me  to    be    going  into 

**  cottages  would  never  do/*—*'  But, 

•*  fir/*  replied  the  captain,  **  this  would 

•*  be  a  vifit  of  humanity." — "  Not  to 

^*  me,  fir,'*  faid  the  juftice ;  *^  for  if  I 

^^  demeaned  myfelf,  it  might  hurt  my 

**  reputation  as  a  magiftrate,  which  is  a 

**  v^ry  tender  point ;    but  if  you,  fir, 

"  will  fee  and  hear  all  you  can,  I  (hall 

•*  be  ready  to  take  your  depofition  in 

*'  the  morning  when  I  have  all  my  peo- 

"  pic 
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"  pie  about  me/' — "  Suppofc,  fir,  that 
"  1  fliould  neither  hear,  fee,  nor  find 
"  out  any  thing  but  a  mere  old  wo- 
"  man  ?'*— "  That,   fir,   is  almoll  im- 
"  poflible ;   for   I    know  from   farmer 
"  Hawthorn,  that  Ihe  has  money  to  pay 
'*  for  things  which  muft  amount  to  a 
"  pretty  round  fum  in  the  year,  with- 
*'  out  receiving  a  penny  from  any  per- 
"  fon  that  ever  I  could  find." — '^  Far* 
•f  mer  Hawthorn !. — ^The    farmer,  will 
**  foon    be    here,"     faid    my     lord; 
*'  and  if  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to 
"  ftay  and  hear  what  he  fays,  you  will 
*^  be  better  able  to  form  your  judge- 
"  ment,   and  decide  without  prejudice 
"  hereafter  ;  for  we  muft,  my  dear  fir, 
"  be  guided  by  truth.'*— <<  Oh,  I  fliall 
•*  be  foon  ready,  my  lord ;  I  have  all 
•'  my  bufinefs  at  my  fingers  ends-;  but 
•*  as  your  lordfhip  wiflies  me  to  ftay,  I 

•*  fliall 


MAID  OF  HOKOUK.  4I 

*«  Ihall  hear  and  fay  nothing-     This  is 
••  not  a  place  for  me  to  open  in.** 

«  Here  comes  farmer  Hawthorn," 
faid  my  lord  ;  *'  now  we  fhall  hear 
•'  what  he  will  fay."— The  captain  got 
up,  nodded  to  his  Mers,  and  went  out/ 

•'  Farmer  Hawthorn,"  faid  my  lord, 
•^  how  do  you  do  ?  I  hope  your  feraily 
"are  well." — *^  Pretty,  hearty,  I.  thank 
«•  your  lordlhip."— «  That  fourteen. 
'•  acre  field  of  wheat  of  ybur's  looks 
«*  well,"  faid  my  lord. — '"  It  does  in- 
•*  deed,  my  lord  ;  and  if  ^leafe  God  the 
«  weather  be  fine,  I  hope  to  get  five 
•*  quarters  an  acre  off  it." — **  You  and 
*•  your  fons  take  a  great  deal  of  pains, 
**  and  I  (hould  be  foriy  it  did  not  an- 
ii  fwer."  —  ^'  Thank  your  lordOiip," 
faid  the  farmer.—**  Your  daughter," 
laid  my   lady,  **  feema  to  be  a  clever 

'«  young 
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*'  young  woman,  and  muft  be  of  great 
"  ufe  and  affiiliince  to  you  in  the  houfc.** 
— ^*  Yes,  indeed,  my  lady,  fhe  is  a- 
"  ftirring  girl,  and  is  a  great  help  in- 
•'  deed.  Ever  fmce  the  death  of  my 
*'  poor  wife,  Jenny  has  been  a  great 
^*  hdp  to  me.  Her  fifter  did  not  take 
"  to  thebufincra  at  all.  She  ia  married 
"  to  a  Scotch  quarter-maftcr,  who  fecms 
'^  to  be  a  thriving  mani  and  I  hope 
^^  ^i^ill  mftke  her  a  good  huiba&d. 
"  Jenny  can  keep  accounts,  and  do 
^*  niany  things  that  are  ufeful;  but  I 
•«'«m  obliged  to  my  wife's  friend  for 
•*  that,  and  a  great  deal  more,  for  fte 
•'  has  been  quite  a  mother  to  Jenny." 
— *'  Is  fhe  very  old  ?*' — <*  No,  my 
"  lady,  1  believe  not ;  I  don't  know 
*'  her  age  though/' — "  She  is  an  old 
"  h;jg  as  ever  was  born,"  faid  the 
jufHcc. — "  SIi-  ii>  not  very  comely, 
to    be    fine,"     replied    the   farmer, 

*^  pleafa 


<i 
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•*  pleafe  your  worfhip ;  but  (he  can  ftir 
•*  about  nimbly  enough.*' — "  Shehas 
"  made  fuch  a  ftir  in  this  county/' 
fidd  the  juftice,  "  as  may  coft  her  her 
^  life  if  ihe  is  brought  before  me,  an 

**  infernal  old .'*  —  *'  She  is  the 

**  harmleflisft  creature  that  ever  lived,*' 
jreplicd  the  farmer  j  **  your  worflilp 
*•  knows  law  and  fuch  like— ** — *•  I 
M.  hope  I  do,"  replied  the  jufticc ;  •*  and 
«•  if  I  did  not,  I  don't  think  farmer  Haw- 
•^  thorn  could  give  me  any  infig|it  into 
^«  the  bufmefs,"— ."  But  as  I  waa  laying, 
♦«  your  worfhip,  fhe  is  indeed  as  harm- 
^*.lefs  a  creature  as  ever  trod  upon  the 
*'  earth;  fo  mild,  fo  gentle,  and  muft 
••  ha?e  had  good  learning  when  ihe 
««  was  young.*' — "  Yes,**  replied  the 
juftice,  "  artd  Ihe  exercifes  her  learning 
**  now  fhe  is  old,  to  my  knowledge." — 
**"That  fhe  does  indeed,  and  pleafe  your 
^  worfhip  J  for  fhe  has  taught  my  chil- 
^  <•  dren 
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*'  dren  one  after  another  to  read  and 
«•  write,  and,  what  is  better  than  that, 
•*  their  duty." — <«  And  what  is   theff 
**  duty  towards  their  neighbour  V*  laid 
ihe  jullice. — **  Why,  if  they  can't  fpcak 
"  well  of  them,  never  to  mention  them 
•'  at  all." — "  Yoxi  are  a  good  divine, 
*«  Mr.  Hawthorn,'*     faid    my     lord ; 
*•  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  Mr.  Wood  n 
"  cquaHy  fo  ;^  and  in  that  point  yon 
"  will  agree.     But  I  want  to  know, 
"  farmer,  how  long  you  have  been  ac- 
«•  quainted  with  this  good  old  woman." 
—The  farmer  flopped  and  feemed  at  a 
lofs.     *•  Why  don't  you  fpeakr  laid 
the  juftice.      <<  Speak   out,   man." — 
"  Why,  if  Jenny  was  here  now,  fhe 
"  would  tell  me  dircdly."— **  You  are 
"  out  in  your  examination,"  faid  the 
juftice,     «  Yes/'    replied   the   farmer, 
*'  (he  could  tell  me  to  a  day  how  old 
^'  i))y  eldcft  boy  is  j  for  the  old  woman 

*'  and 


MAID  OF  HONbtJRi  45 

•  *atid  my  wife  came  into  this  part  of  the 

•  ^duntry  juft  one  year  and  a  half  before 

•  he  was  born/'—**  How  long  do  you 
"  fiippofe?''  MA  my  lord.  "  One  or 
*•-  two  and  twenty  years/*  returned  the 
farmen — "  And  what  was  your  wife's 
*•  name,  and  where  did  {become  from  ?'* 
-^«*Ay,  where  did  {he  come  from/* 
bid  the  juftioe.-^**  She  came  out  of 
«  Suflex,**  replied  the  farmer  ;  **  but  I 
^•^'don't  think  I  ever  heard  her  men- 
**  tion  the  naiRc  of  the  parifti  where  (he 
^  was  born,  though  I  have  heard  her 
vtalk  of  York  and  YorkOiiie  ?''— 
**  Aad  how  -did  you  meet  with  her  ?** 
faid  my  lord. — "  Why,  one  day,  my 
••'lord,  at  Coventry  Fair,  I  thought 
«  her  the  prettied  girl  I  had  ever  feen  ; 
**  (he  fat  cracking  nuts  in  a  booth  with 
^  fome  folks  whom  I  knew ;  fo  I  went 
**ttnd  bought  a  pocket  fuU,  and  &t 
^•\down  wirih  them,  and  we  were  mar- 

•^ried 
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'*  ried  in  about  three  months  after."— 
"  And  where  did  fhe  live  at  that 
«<  time  ?" — "  At  a  farm-houfc,  your  ho- 
"  nour ;  they  boarded  there ;  for  my 
**  wife  and  the  old  woman  were  great 
«'  friends.  Mary  had  a  little  money, 
"  and  I.bought  that  White  Cottage  with 
"  it ;  her  friend  repaired  it,  has  lived 
"  there  ever  fince,  and  has  had  every 
*'  thing  from  my  houfe,  which  fhe  has 
"  honeftly  paid  for,  rent  and  all,  be* 
*^  fides  doing  my  children  fo  much 
<'  good/' 

"  But  what  is  the  old  woman's 
"name?''  fnid  lady  Harrington.  <*I 
'*  don't  rightly  know,  my  lady  ;  but 
*'  from  what. I  have  heard  them  talk  of 
"  York,  and  all  that,  I  think  her  name 
**  w^as  Howard." — *'  Was  fliehandfome 
*^  when  you  firft  knew  her,  Mr.  Haw- 
•^  thorn  ?"  faid  Matilda.     «'  No,  young 

"  lady, 
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^  lady,  her  beauty  is  not  o'utfidc  (how ; 
**  but  it  is  all  gobdnefs  of  heart,  which 
-*«  is  better  by  half  j  and,  according  to  my 
**  judgment,  j(he  is  as  handfome  now  as 
*^  ever  fhe  was.  But  my  wife  was  as 
"£ne  and  as  comely  a  lafs  as  you 
*'  would  wifli  to  fee  in  afummer's  day." 
— :"  And  what  was  her  name  ?"— 
*'  Mary  Dawfon,  my  lady.'* 

^«  And  you  really  believe  the  old 
**  woman  came  from  York?"  faid  my 
lord.  "  Yes,"  replied  the  farmer  j 
**  but  I  do  not  often  fee  her.  How- 
**  ever,  if  you  pleafe,  my  lord,  I  can 
*«  go  to-morrow  morning,  and  alk  her.** 
— *•  No,'*  faid  my  lady,  "  we  wili  sxot 
«4  giyg  yQ^  thj^t  trouble.'* 

"  Where  does  the  old  devil  get  the 
*'  money  fhe  pays  you  ?'*  faid  the  juf- 
tice.     *'  Indeed,    I  don*t  know,**    re- 
plied 
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plied  the  farmer.  **  My  wife  often  told 

"  me,  that  (he  was  well  to  live  j  and 

*^  my  bufincfs  takes  up  fo  much  of  my 

"  time,    that    I   never   trouble  myfelf 

*f  about  other  folks.** — ^'  So  then,**  rc- 

turncd    the   juftice,    ^^    you    perhaps 

'*  don't  know  that  fhe  is  a  witch,  and 

*'  can  make    gold    as  eafily   as   your 

**  daughter    can     dumplins.'* — "  No 

♦*  man    (hall  perfuade   me    to    that,'* 

faid  the  farmer  j    "  no,  not  the  king, 

*'  if  he  flood  here  and  toid  me  fo.  And 

*'  I  hope,  my  lord,   your  honour  will 

'*  not     believe     any    fuch     thing.*' — 

•*  What  do  you   difpute  iny  words?" 

faid   the  Juftice.- -'^  Yes,    I   do,"    re- 

turned  the    farmer  ;     "  I    think  your 

''  worfhip  is  miftaken.'* — ."  Why,  fhe  is 

•'  a  nuifance  to   the   neighbourhood,'* 

faid  the  juftice ;    ^'  no  man's  cattle  is 

"  fafe  for  her  ;  fhe  either  lames  or  dc- 

»  ftroys  them.*'—"  That  I  can*t  think 

**  neither/' 
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^*  ntither,**  replied  the  farmer ;  ^«  for 
•*  what  good  could  it  do  her  ?  I  never 
"  had  any  thing  hurt  by  her,  and  I 
^'^  have  loft  many  fine  horfes,  and  cows 
•«  too,  in  my  time ;  but  I  could  always 
"  inake  but  how.*' 

*'  She  would  not  hurt  her  friend/' 
faid  the  juftice ;  "  but  I  fee  that  you 
"  are  in  league  with  her — in  league 
**  with  a  witch  ;  and  1  fuppofe  you  will 
•*  pretend  to  fay,  that  Ihe  does  not  en- 
"  Certain  familiars  in  the  fhape  of  cats/* 
— ^^  That  flie  don't/*  replied  the  farmer; 
"  they  are  real  cats,  and  very  good  ones 
•*  for  vermin.  She  had  them  from 
^  me/' 

"  Mr.  Wood,"  faid  my  lord,  "we 
"  have,  I  think,  no  proof  yet  of  this 
**  woman's  being  a  witch ;  and  you 
**  and  Hawthorn  have  argued  for  and 

vol-  11.  D  **  againft 
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*'  againfl  her,  but  without  coming  to 
**  any  point.  My  fon  is  gone  this 
**  evening  to  vifit  her ;  probably  we 
*<  may  be  able  to  form  fome  judgment 
•*  on  his  return ;  and  if  you  will  kt 
*'  the  matter  reft  a  day  or  two,  1 
*'  fliall  be  much  obliged  to  you  j  for  I 
*'  think  at  prefent  we  have  no  right  to 
**  carry  her  before  a  magiftrate.  She 
**  may  be  perfedlly  innocent ;  and  it 
*^  cannot  be  pleafant  to  be  expofed  to 
**  the  gaze  of  a  mob." 


"  You  are  too  tender,  my  lord,  a 
«*  great  deal  too  tender ;  but,  to  be 
•'  fure,  to  oblige  your  lordfhip,  I  will 
^'  defer  it ;  though  I  ihall  have  reflec- 
*^  tions  caft  upon  me,  and  reflexions 
"  are  not' pleafant  things.*' — «^  I  will  be 
**  anfwerable,  fir,  for  all  the  reflcc- 
**  tions  this  bufinefs  may  occafion;  andl 

"wilh 
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f  viiih  you  a  good  .evening/'  faid  my 
ord., 

;  **  Ah,*'  faid  the  farmer,  looking  at 
jbie  door  as  he  fpoke,  "  Jiow  I  Ihould 
:*  like  to  thrafhhim!  To  endeavour  to 
^^  liake.  a  poor  mnocent  creature's  cha-i 
^,*  radler  from  her."— r"  I  am  in  hopes 
f*  chat  fhe  docs  not  deferve  what  he 
•^  reports  of  her,"  iaid  lady  Harring* 
ton* 

«  Blefs  your  ladyfhip,"  faid  the  far- 
mer, "1  wiflbyour  honours  good  night/' 

The  captain  walked  to  the  White 
UiCHife^  and  faw  the  old  woman  with  a 
book  in  her  hand,  fitting  in  a  porch 
cpyared  -with  honey -fuckles.  ^'  May  I 
f*  come  in  ?"  laid  he,  holding  the  wick- 
catin  his  hand.  "  If  you  wifh  it,  fir,'* 
jiBturned  the  witch ;  ^^  but  }  am  not 
D  2  .  *^  much 
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'•  much  ufed  to  fuch  vifitors  as  you 
'*  feem  to  be.** — "  I  come  abruptly, 
•^  and  perhaps  impertinently^'*  he  ^^ 
plied;  "  but  when  I  hare  informed 
**  you  of  my  reafons,  I  hope  you  will 
'*  forgive  me.  Firft,  I  am  to  apolo^ze 
**  for  my  fitter's  intrufion  laft  night ; 
•*  and  then  I  come,  as  a  volunteer,  to 
*'  inform  you  of  a  citcumftance  which 
•'  may  not  be  fo  agreeable.  My  fitter 
'^  told  us,  that  you  had  the  man- 
*'  ners  and  deportment  of  a  gentlewo- 
'*  man,  and  feemed  to  have  every  thing 
•'  convenient  and  comfortable,  which 
*'  fhewed  that  you  did  not  want  pecu- 
"  niary  affiftance.  I  will  not,  there- 
"  fore,  offend  by  offering  you  any. 
"  ISbe  howedJ}  But  the  neighbourhood 
**  have  taken  it  into  their  heads  (from 
"  what  caufe  I  know  not)  that  you 
**  pradlife  witchcraft.  They  have  ap- 
"  plied  to  a  juftice  of  peace,  and  he 

**  informed 
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^  iaformed  my  father,  lord  Harring- 
*Vton,  of  it,  who  has  defired  him  to  be 
••  quiet  for  a  few  days,  till  we  (hould 
•^  make  enquiries.  Jenny  Hawthorn 
♦f  told  us,  that  you  were  the  bed  w^o- 
f^.man  in  the  world;  and  my  mother 
•*  defired  me  to  fay,  that  if  you  wiflied 
••  for  the  protedioH  of  our  family,  it 
**  was  much  at  your  fervicc." 

:  **  1  am  more  obliged  to  you,  fir, 
•f  thgn  I  can  exprefs,"  replied  the  witch. 
••  The  proteftion  of  lord  Harrington's 
**. family  will  be  of  fmgular  fervice. 
f«The  idea  which  the  world  falfely 
.♦'.entertains  of  witchcraft  is  very  un-r 
5V accountable.  I  am  no  witch»  I  can 
5*.affure  you.  I  have  lived  here 
jM  peaceably,  I  may  fay  happily,  many 
•**ye^s ;  and  am,  as  you  fee,  a  ftrange 
:^*  old  figure.  I  have  long  left  the 
*»  iworldj,  and  fuppofedj  that,  excepting 
v^  "21  few 
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*'  a  few  individuals,  it  thought  no  more 
^'  of  me  than  I  did  of  it.  I  hope, 
*'  young  gentleman,  the  honour  you 
**  have  done  me  will  not  difgrace  ttte 
"  motive,  as  that  motive  proceeded 
*'  from  humanity.  Will  you  cat  any 
**  fruit  ?  [taking  down  ahajket^  its  only 
**  merit  is  its  being  frefli  gathered." 

He  accepted  the  offer,  and  then 
made  his  bow,  telling 'her  that  ihe 
fhould  hear  from  him  in  the  morning. 

*«  What  a  man  is  that  juftice  Wood!" 
faid  Mifs  Harrington.  "  You  cla6 
««  him  too  high,  filter,"  replied  Matilda; 
^'  he  is  a  reptile,  a  very  reptile/'— 
**  Have  patience,  girls,"  faid  lady  Har- 
rington, "  and  recolleft  what  he  was* 
"  His  father  was  a  very  ignorant  man, 
**  and  not  very  rich  ;  but  he  had  a  fif* 
«*  ter,  a  widow,  who  was  \  fhe  put  this 

*«boy 
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**  boy  under  a  country  attorney,  where 
•*  he  remained  a  few  years,  when  his 
^  mafter  difmifled  him  for  idienefs  and 
**  ftupidity.  He  then  went  into  the 
*'  Low  Countries  as  a  fubaltern  under 
•*  fir  Philip  Sidney,  who  calhiered  him 
«*  foif  cowardice.  The  old  woman,  his 
••  aunt,  died  ;  he  married  a  woman  of 
**  fortune,  and  fo  came  into  this  fitua- 
•*  tion  ;  he  is,  however,  continually  ex- 
*^  pofing  himfelf,  and  pays  for  hi$ 
"folly/* 

•*  But  I  am  in  love  with  farmed 
«^  Hawthorn,"  faid  Matilda ;  «  his  fto- 
••  ries  are  a  little  roundabout ;  but  he 
^  feems  to  have  fuch  an  affeftion  for 
•*  his  family,  and  to  be  fo  anxious  to 
**  proteft  the  old  woman's  charaSer, 
••that  I  really  love  him/*— •"  Gently, 
^  good  Matilda,*'  faid  Robert.  "  What 
••  would  Wingfield  fay,  if  I  were  to  in- 
D  4  *^  fornpfr 
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*'  form  him  of  this  paiEon  of  yourt? 
"  why,  he  would  run  the  poor  fstrmer 
•'  through  the  body/*— «  Well,"  re- 
plied  Matilda,  *^  if  Wlngii^ld  do  not 
<^  love  the  farmer,  as  well  as  I  do, 
^^  (that  is,  when  he  is  acquainted  with 
'^  the  caufe  of  my  love,)  I  will  not  love 
<'  him  i  fo  you  may  tell  him  as  foon  at 
«  you  pleafe." — **  Yes,"  anfwered  Ro- 
bert, ♦*  and  then  you  will  wear  the  wil* 
^'  low  garland,  and  we  (hall  have  an- 
^'  other  Ophelia.  But  here  comet 
**  John,  and  without  the  captive  witch; 
'^  I  therefore  conclude  that  he  is  cone 
**  quered/* 

*«  Well,  noble  captain,"  faid  MatiU 
da,  '*  have  you  been  overcome  by  the 
"  forcerefs  and  her  cats  ?" — "  Too 
*'  true,"  he  replied;  ''  the  charms  of 
*'  this  Circe  have  entirely  vanquifhed  the 
*' redoubted    John    Harrington  j    her 

«  fpells 


-  '  M AIf>  OF  feONOU  R:^  ST 

^•"Ipelk  and  incantations  were  fo'  po- 
*«  tent,  that  flie  \ifent«d  not  the  aid 
••  of  her  myrniidon&,  who.  only  peeped 
'*  at  n»e,  as  if  afraid-  that  I  fhould  rival 
•*  them  in  the.  good  graces  of  their 
"lovely  miftrefs;  and  as  the  event  is 
•*  likely  to  be  handed  down,  to  pofte. 
"  rity,  I  am  content  to  be  vanquiffied' 
"  by  the  fair  fex,  although  not  one  of 
«*  the  moft  beautiful.'* 

•*  A  triice  with  your  nonfenfe,**  faid 
lady  Harrington,  ««  and  tell  us  what 
^  (he  faid  to  you,"  He  thien  briefly  re* 
Lated  the  particulars  of  his  vifit,  and 
addedy  ^^  She  has  that  kind  of  manner 
"  about  her  which  made  me.  very  civil 
^  and  polite  ;.  and.  you  mufl:  fee  her  to* 
"  morrow,  or  my  rival,  Mr.  Wood^ 
^  may  carry  hap  off/' — "  We.  will  fend 
»  eariy,"  faid  lady  Harrington,  "  and 
^  defire  that  fhe  will  come  to  dinner*. 
D  5  «^My 
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«  My  black  palfrey  (hall  be  faddled  for 
^'  her,  and  you,  nr  knight,  may  go 
••  and  be  her  guard.*'  That  'was  an 
honour  he  could  not  refufe,  if  the  lady 
accepted  him.  *^  Now  tell  us,"  faid 
Mifs  Harrington,  *'  how  was  her  houfe 
**  furnifhed,  and  how  did  flie  look  ?'* 

**  Imprimis,'*  faid  the  Captaon,  *'  a 
'*  nice  boarded  floor,  which  I  verily 
^^  believe  was  of  oak.  Item,  a  fmall 
•*  chimney,  with  a  couple  of  andirons, 
•*  ornamented  with  brafs  dogs  heads; 
*'  the  hearth  and  chimney-piece  of 
**  Portland  ftone ;  and  over  it  was  a 
•'  fhelf,  on  which  ftood  pots  of  flowers* 
•*  Item,  a  large  table  covered  with 
**  books,  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  a  terref- 
'*  trial  globe,  and  an  hour-glafs.  Upon 
*'  a  plain  oak  bracket  fl:ood  a  baflcet  of 
•*  fruit,  divided  into  compartments* 
*•  Over  the  tabic  were  ihelves  of  books ; 

"I  wanted 
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^  I  wanted  to  fge  their  titles,  that  I 
«*  might  fiiui  out  her  particular  ftudy ;. 
"  but  I  thought  it  would, be  impertinent: 
"  to  look  too  near  them.  A  linnet  was; 
"  hanging  m  a  cage  near  the  window*, 
^*  A  high-back'd  chair,  and  two  or  three 
"  others,  extremely  plain,  was,  I  think^ 
**  the  whole  of  her  furniture.** 

*^Was  the  witch  beautiful?"  faid. 
Mifs  Harrington.  "  Not  near  fo  hand- 
"  fome,**  he  replied,  "  as  lady  Naun- 
•*  ton ;  *  and  yet  her  features  feemed 
^  good,  as  did  her  eyes  alfo  j  but  Ihe 
**  has  fuch  a  ftrange-coloured  com- 
^  plexion  that  it  looks  like  a  toadV 
^  back.  Three  or  four  miniature  pic- 
•*  tares  hung  near  the  fire  ^  and  now  I 
•^^hope  I  have  been  fufficiently  minute 
*^  to  fatisfy  your  curiofity,  ladies.**-— 
**  Quite  fo,'*'  faid  his  mother ;  "  we 
*^lhall  fee  her  to-morrow,  and  (halt 
D  6  ^  thea 
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"  then  be  able  to  judge  whether  you  have 
•*  given  us  a  good  copy  of  the  original*" 

Mrs.  Bridget  had  heard  fomething 
about  the  juftice's  coming  concerniDg 
the  witch,  and  affured  herfelf  that  the 
latter  would  foon  be  dcftroyed  by  fire 
and  faggot.  She  had  picked  up  a  great 
deal  about  it,  and  wanted  to  have  feen 
the  farmer ;  but  he  went  off  fooner  than 
fhe  expelled.  She  was,  however,  re- 
folved  to  know  all,  and  therefore  trotted 
to  Jenny  Hawthorn's,  purpofely  te 
have  a  difcourfe  concerning  witches.— 
When  fhe  arrived  at  the  farm,  **  So, 
"  here  is  a  fine  to  do.!**  throwing  her* 
felf  into  a  chair.  ''  We  ftall  be  all 
"taken  for  witches! — aye,  you  may 
"  ftare  ;  and  your  father,  and  you,  and 
"  for  aught  I  know,  myfelf,  may  be 
*'  fufpefted.*'— '*  If  it  is  the  laft  day  I 
«  h^ve  to  live,**  replied  Jenny,  "  I  do 

"  apt 


^  not  know  a  witch^  nor  any^  thing 
"  like  a  witch,  in  the  world.*' — *'  Fine 
'*  talking,,*'  faid  Bridget,  **  when  you 
^*  are  as  fond  of  one  of  them  as  can 
**  bc."-^"  Good  gracious  1  who  could 
"  be  fo  wicked  as  to  fay  fo  ?'^— «*  Say 
"  fo  1*'  returned  Bridget^  *'  have  not 
'*  you,  your  ownfelf,  more  than  once 
'*  invited  me  to  go  with  you  and  fee  the 
Switch  in  the  White  Cottage?"— 
^  You  take  her  for  one  then/*  faid 
Jenny. — "  Yes,  I  do ;  and  fo  does  every 
"  body  clfc,  jufticc  Wood  and  all ;  and 
V  I  warrant  he  will  trim  her  jacket,  an 

"fxAd  ill-conditioned ^"—"  I  will  not 

^ftand/'  aid  Xenny>  "arid  hear  fo 
»  good  a  woman  belied/'—*"  You 
**  won't,*'  returned  Bridget ;  "  hut  I 
•f  fay  you  (hall  hear  m«  tell  you,  that 
^  ihe  is  an  old  ilUcquditioned  hag ;  and 
^  more  than  that,  (he  ought  to  be  burnt 

"alive. 
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**  alivfe,  and  I  fhall  not  be  forry  to  fee 
«  ir/'_*«  Well/^  faid  Jenny,  ^«  I  never 
"heard   the    like;*'    and    (he   walked 
about    the   room    in   great    agitation., 
"  You*Il  be   ufed  to  it  foon  enough 
*'  then ;    and  as   for  your  pacing  and 
**  fidgetting,  what  good  will  that  do  ? 
"  Tin  fure  our  family  has  been  plagued 
"  enough,  one  how  or  other*    Why,. 
**  there  was  Mrs*  Vincent,  poor  dear 
*'  foul !  almoft  loft  her  life  with  jaunt- 
"  ing  after  one  of  them.^ — **  But  flie 
«  was  no  witch,'*  faid  Jenny. — **  That 
"  is  more  than  you  know,**  returned 
Bridget ;  "  and  depend  upon  it,  before 
**  another  week  is  over  your  head,  you 
**  will  find  the  difference.    Here  I  came- 
*'  broiling  all  the  way  from  the  abbey, 
''  as  your  friend,  to  tell  you  all  this,  and 
•*  get  no  thanks  neither  j    and  now  1 
•*  fhall  cool  myfelf  by  walking  flowly 

"hack 
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*'  back  again,  after  having  had  all  this 
**  trouble  for  your  good,  to  tell  you 
'*  how  things  went.'* 

Jenny,  vexed  to  the  foul,  fat  down 
and  cried.     In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  her 
fether  came  in.     ''  What  is  the  matter, 
'*  my  girl  ?    what  do  you  fret  for  ?    has 
"any  thing  gone  wrong?' — ''Yesj 
**  my  good  friend  in  the  cottage  is  taken 
**  for   a  witch  (fo  Mrs.  Bridget  fays),. 
*«  and  will  be  burnt  alive..** — *^  Come^ 
^  don't  take  on  j  my  good   lord  and 
**  lady  will  take  care  of  her  j  befidesjt 
**  flie  IS  no  more  a  witch  than  I  am. 
*«  Come,  dry  your  eyes,  and  get  me  my 
**  fupper.    I  came  from  the  abbey  jufli 
<*  now,  and  my  lord  and  lady  are  her 
**  friends,  and  the  young   captain  is 
**  gone  to  fee  her,  which  is  another 
f*  good  piece  of  news.**^ 


In 
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In  the  morning  orders  were  giveir 
to  the  (leward  to  fend  one  of  the  fev- 
vants  with  a  note  to  the  White  Cot- 
tage.    He  gave  it  to  one  of  the  ferving- 
men,  and  it  was  transferred  by  him  to 
the  head  groom,  who  {aid  there  wanted 
no  horfe  to  go  a.  mile.     The  ferving- 
man  faid,  the  orders  were  for  it  to  be 
fent  off  immediately,  and  it  would  be 
fooner  there   on   horfeback*      *«-No,**" 
returned  the   groom;  "do  you,  "Wik 
"  Uam,    run  over  the  fields  with  it." 
^\i!liam  was  wanted  at  breakfaft  ;   the 
groom  then  called  Jack.     When  Jack 
made  his  appearance^  the  horfes  under 
his  care  were  going  to   be  bled  that 
very  mjnute. — The  yardman  was  croffi. 
ing  by  them;    and   the    groom   faid» 
**  Peter,  take  this  letter,  and  run  over 
«  the  fields  with  it,  to  the  White  Cot- 
««-  tage." — ''  Vm  old,"   faid  the   man^ 
^  and  never  was  any  great  runner ;. 

"then; 
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<^  then  I  have  a  pain  in  my  hip  befides ; 
*•  and  what  would  Nan  Dairy  fay  if  I 
**  was  to  leave  the  cows,  and  not  carry 
•*  in  the  milk  ?  why,  tell  the  fteward 
**  mayhap,  or  elfe  Mrs.  Vincent  j  and 
*^  then  there  would  be  the  devil  ta  do^ 
*•  and  I  might  lofe  my  place.  'Tis  no 
'*  bread  and  butter  of  mine  j  there  is 
*f  a  witch  lives  there,  and  I  would  ^ot 
^  go  near  the  place  for  fomething, 
«•  that  I  would  not." 

The  captain^s  man  was  returnmg 
from  airing  his  charger.  *^  Do,  good 
•^  Thomas,"  faid  the  groom,  "  ride 
"that  horfe  to  the  White  Cottage; 
**  cany  this  note,  and  bring  back  an 
u  anfwer."— "  This  horfe,"  faid  Tho- 
mas,  ^^  is  not  to  be  hack'd  about ; 
*•  but  let  me  have  another,  and  I  will 
*'  be  there  and  back  in  a  twinkling." — 
^^  Mayhap  upon  a  brpomftick,"  laid 

the 
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the  yardman,  "  for  a  witch  lives  there.*' 
— "  Then  Til  go  of  no  fuch  errands," 
replied  Thomas.  ^^  What,  a  foldier  and 
"  afraid  !*'  faid  the  groom ;  **  you  muft 
"  be  a  fine  fellow  indeed !" — ^^  I'm  not 
•*  fearful  of  French  nor  Spaniards/* 
faid  Thomas ;  ^'  but  witchcraft  is  fuch 
•'  a  thing !  what  would  weapons  figniff 
"  againft  her  ?  no  more  than  a  ftraw  of 
«  a  TXktL." 

A  boy  about  ten  years  old  making 
his    appearance,      ''   Where  arc  you 
*'  going  ?'*  faid  the  groom. — ^^  To  Naft 
*'  Dairy,  for  a  little  milk.     My  lady 
«*  bid  my  mother  fend  every  morning*** 
— "  Can  you  run  ?"    faid  the  groom. 
Yes,  he  could  beat  all  the  boys  in  the 
parifti  at  that. — "Can  you  run. to  the 
"  White  Houfe  and  back,  by  the  time 
*'  the  abbey   clock    ftrikes    eight  ?*'— 
Yes,  if  he  might  go  through  the  parL 

«  Well» 
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«  Well/'  faid  the  groom,  "  I  will 
•*  give  you  this  penny,  and  Peter  will 
**  take  your  jug  to  the  dairy ;  mind 
^  that  you  give  this  paper  to  an  old 
,**  woman  who  lives  there,  and  bring 
'<  another  back ;  and  if  you  (hould 
«  chance  to  fee  any  of  the  keepers,  tell 
*•  them  I  fent  you/' 

**  Surely,"  faid  the  captain's  man, 
^  (he  won't  bewitch  the  child.'*— 
«  What  if  (he  do,  Tom  ?''  anfwered  the 
groom^  "  it  will  not  hurt  u&.'*— "  I 
«•  wifh  I  had  gone  myfclf,"  faid  Tom. — 
*'  I  wifli  you  had,'*  replied  the  groom ; 
**it  would  have  faved  a  penny  in  my 
••  pocket." — "  I  fhall  be  uneafy  all  my 
«'life/'  faid  Tom,  "  if  he  comes  to 
"  any  harm.  1  wifh  the  note  had  been 
*'  fent  by  the  captain,  for  then  I  mu^ 
•*  have  gone  ;  I  mti/i  have  obeyed  orders 
^'  or  have  been  ihot/?— "The  d^hrflyoil 
•    '    '  ^*muft/' 
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"  muft/'  replied  the  groom ;  **  and  yet, 
"  as  much  a  mart  of  valour  as  youare, 
•€  you  dare  not  face  an  old  woraan.^ 

"  But  I  dare  face  you/'  faid  Tom, 
knocking  down  the  groom ;  ^^  and  that 
**  is  my  anfwer."  The  groom  lay 
fprawling  upon  the  (tones  with  his  face 
bloody,  roaring  out  that  he  was  half- 
murdered,  when  the  boy  came  back 
breathlefs,  and  faid,  that  he  could  not 
get  over  the  park  pales,.  ^*  Now,*^ 
lighcd  the  groom,  *'  how  I  am  to  get 
*^  this  note  to  the  old  hag,  I  know  no 
"  more  than  the  dead." — «'  Let  me 
"  have  a  horfe,"  faid  Tom.—"  Take 
*'  Lively,**  returned  the  groom. — Tea 
mounted  without  a  faddle,  and  was  out 
of  fight  in  a  minute.  "  The  devil  go 
"  with  you,"  faid  the  groom,  wiping 
his  face ;  *'  I  wifli  the  witch  may  fly 
*'  away  with  you  for  a hard-fiftedrafcal." 

When 
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VJhtii  the  note  was  delivered,  **  What 
*•  goodnefs  and  humanity  mud  this 
•*  family  poflefs/'  faid  the  witch  to 
herfelf,  "  to  confider  an  objed  like 
•*  myfelf  worth  their  attention  !'* 

The  anfwer  was  written,  and  Tom 
returned.  **  Who  is  to  take  cafe  of 
**  that  horfe  that  you  have  rode  fo 
«  hard?*'  faid  the  groom.—**  Myfelf," 
replied  Tom ;  «*  and  do  you  carry  this 
*»  note  into  the  houfe." — ^The  grooni 
bung  his  head,  and  walked  jQowly  and 
reiufiantly  into  the  houfe.  The  note 
was  given  to  lady  Harrington^  and  con- 
tained thefe  words : 

*'  The  ^bje6t  of  lady  Harrington^s  aU 
••  ieffHon  und  charity  will  be  ready  t0 
*•  wait  upofiy  nnd  thank  her  ladyjhip  and 
f^famly,  when  ibey  do  her  the  honour  rf 


<*  Order 
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^'  Order  the  black  palfrey  and  the 
w  captain's  horfc  to  be  at  the  White 
«*  Cottage  by  eleven/'  £dd  lady  Har- 
rington. 

The  fervingman  to  whom  thefe  or- 
ders were  given  met  Bridget.     *?  The 
^^  witch  is  coming  here/'  faid  the  man. 
**  Heavens  forbid !"  replied  the  waiting- 
gentlewoman:  ^^  what  can  have   be- 
^^  witched  my   lady   to   fuffer  fuch  a. 
*'  thing?" — "  Her  own  palfrey  is  or- 
««  deied  to  fetch  the  hag/' — ^^  Then 
*^  they  are  all  as  fure  as  can  be  quite 
*«  lunatic.     Well,    I  have  wilhed  and 
*'  wiflied  a  hundred  times,  that  we  had 
**  never  come  to  this  horrible  place ;  for 
**  if  you  go  on  the  outfide  on't  by 
«*  moonlight,   there  are  fo   many  ini 
**  and  outs,  that  the  very  flones  feeni 
"  to  frown    at  one,    and  I  am  ready 
**  to   die  with  fear.      Then   the   bats 

"  flutter, 
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**  flutter,  and  the  owls  keep  fuch  a 
**  hooting,  and  the  nightingales  ihriek- 
^^  ing  and  jugging  all  night ;  and  all 
**  day  long  we  hear  nothing  but  fwal- 
**  lows  and  martins  twittering.  I  would 
*'  rather  by  half  hear  the  London  crief!, 
**  'becaufe  there  is  nothipg  to  fright  one, 
«  and  always  fomething  to  fee.** — "  I 
««  can't  help  it,**  faid  the  man ;  *'  but  I 
*«  fhall  be  very  civil  to  her,  and  fo  muft 
*'  you  too,  or  it  will  be  the  worfe  for  us 
**  both  ;  for  them  there  creatures  are  as 
**  malicious  as  monkics.*' 

"  There  muft/*  faid  Mifs  Harring- 
ton,  after  reading  the  note,  **  be 
<^  fomething  very  Angular  in  the  old 
"  "  woman's  ftory.** — "  Perhaps  not,'* 
returned  my  lady.  "  People  feel  the 
«*  evils  of  life  diflferently ;  there  are 
^^  tbofe  who  fuffer  exceflively,  yet  are 
«<  too  proud   of   hesu:t   to   complain; 

«  whereas 
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"  whereas   many   poor   wretches   are 
*'  whining  and  plaguing  all  their  friends 
^  with  foolUh  accounts  of  their  mifliaqis, 
<<  and  miferies^  which  are  of  no  coofe- 
**  quence  other  to  themfelves  or  to  their 
«'  hearers."—"  Their  friends  muft  be 
<<  prodigioufly  obliged  to  them/'  faid 
Matilda ;  ^'  for  fuch  narratives  muft  be 
*^  wonderfully  entertaining." — «  There 
^'  is  fomething  in  felf,"  returned  hdj 
Harrington,  "fo  extremely  interefting 
^'  to  ourfelves,    that  many  individuals 
*^  fancy  every  thing  in  which  they  are 
"  concerned     muft     equally    concera 
"  others.*' 

*«  The  witch  is  come,  my  4ady/' 
faid  a  fervingman.  "  I  do  not  like  her 
*•  being  called  by  that  name/*  obferved 
lady  Harrington;  "fay,  the  perfon 
*•  from  the  Cottage."  The  man  had  fcen 
her,  and  had  never  beheld  any  thing  fo 
I  frightful. 
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fr^htfiil.  He  then  faid,  grinning,  "  the 
*«  perfon  from  the  White  Cottage  is 
*«  cottie  upon  your  ladyfliip's  palfrey  to 
<*  wait  upon  you,  and  the  captain  is 
**  ilrtth  htr }  they  are  in  the  library.'*— 
*^  Shew  her  in  here,"  was  the  anfwer. 

She  entered*  "  This  is  my  mother, 
^*  madam,''  faid  the  captain.  ^'  I  am 
«  fo  much  obliged  to  your  ladyfhip," 
faid  the  witch,  <*  to  all  your  family, 
'*  ana  particularly  to  this  gentleman, 
**  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  words 
•*  to  exprefs  my  thanks.'*—**  I  beg,'* 
replied  Jady  Harrington,  **  that  you 
**  would  take  a  feat.**  The  witch  fat 
down  extremely  agitated,  looked  round 
her,  and  at  laft  fainted.—- Lady  Har- 
rington called  aloud  for  Vincent  and 
Bridget.  [The  latter  was  very  near, 
for  reafons  that  curiofity  may  account 
for.]    A  jug  of  water  was  ftanding  by 

VOL.  II.  £  fome 
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fome  flower-pots,  which  had  been  jufi: 
filled ;  Matilda  took  it  and.  fprinkled 
her  face.  "  Open  the  window,  Bridget," 
faid  Mifs  Harrington*  Bridget  was 
too  confufed  to  under  {land  any  thing} 
but  {hatching  the  jug  fuddenly  from 
Matilda,  acrofs  the  witch,  turned. the 
whole  contents  over  her. face,  which 
made  her  figh  as  if  retiinung  to  life. 
«*  Take  this  handkerchief,'*  faid  lady 
Harrington ;  "  you  have  drowned ' 
"  her.*' — "  No, — yes,  my  lady,"  ^^ 
turned  Bridget,  and  began  to  rub  her 
face  wet  as  it  was ;  but  the  moment  after 
(he  exclaimed,  *'  Gracious  me,  I  fhall 
«'  die!*'  and  fell  upon  the  floor.  The 
captain,  without  attending  to  Bridget, 
took  out  his  handkerchief,  and,  wiping 
the  ftranger's  faccj  faw  that  the  colour 
came  off.  He  continued  wiping,  and 
found  a  good  florid  complexion.  He 
then  faid,  <«  Permit  me  to  aflift  you  to 

"the 
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»^  the  window ;  the  air  will  relieve  you  ;'* 
then  taking  a  chair,  he  feated  her  with 
her  face  to  the  light. — Bridget  was  ftill 
lying  with  her  hands  clinched  and  foam- 
ing  at  the  mouth,  when  Mrs.  Vincent 
and  the  other  fervants  came  and  carried 
her  away.  The  captain  then  addreffing 
his  mother  faid,  <^See,  madam,  how 
^*  much  the  air  of  the  Abbey  has  im* 
«  proved  this  perfon.*' 

Lady  Harrington  direded  her  eyes  to- 
wards her,  feemcd  furprized,  fat  down, 
got  up,  and  looked  at  her  again.  At  that 
mftant  certain  received  ideas  of  the 
power  of  witches  took  entire  poffeffion 
of  her  imagination.-—"  In  the  name  of 
"  every  thing  holy,"  flie  exclaimed, 
^*  what  are  you  ?  Are  you  an  inhabit- 
^«  ant  of  this  earth,  or  a  phantom  that 
**  deceives  my  fight  with  the  idea  of  a 
«*  departed  friend  ?"— Then,  feeming  to 
I  %  recollect 
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recollea  hcrfelf,  fhe  cried,  «  Avaunt, 
*^nor  by  your  diabolical  arts  torture 
*'  me,  by  taking  a  refemblance  of  my 
**  dear  Matilda  Devercux/'  Nature 
could  fupport  it  nd  longer,  and  Ihe 
fs^nted*  Mifs  Harrington  funk  into  a 
chair ;  Matilda  trembled ;  the  witch  ex- 
plained to  the  captain  who  ihe  was } 
and  by  their  affiftance,  and  the  aid  of  a' 
fmelling-bottle,  lady  Harrington -feemed 
returning  to  life,  when  the  captain 
condu£ted  the  flranger  into  another 
room. 

Lady  Harrington  burft  into  teaw, 
and  alked  for  my  lord.  He  had  ridden 
out. — "  Oh,  my  children!"  ihe  faid 
moprnfuUy,  **  I  muft  leave  yoii;  I 
"  have  feen  a  phantom  fo  like  my  once- 
**  loved  friend,  that  I  think  I  am  called 
"  away  to  another  world.  Her  eyes 
*'  feem  to  have  lofl  their  luibrc,  and  the 

«  beautiful 
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^^  beautiful  expreffion  of  her  counte- 
'*  .nance  is  flown ;  yet  ftill  there  was  a 
"  benignity  of  look. — Why,  beloved 
*'  (hade !  why  not  fpeak  ta  your  Ifabel- 
"  la  ?  Alas,  I  prevented  it ;  for  I  re- 
"  colIeQ:  a  mift  came  before  my  eyes  as 
"  I  pronounced  Matilda  Devereux,  and 
**  you  vanifhed  l'*^ 

Her  daughters  and  the  captain,  feeing 
}ier  recovered,  explained  by  degrees 
the  caufe  of  her  terror;  begged  that 
Ihe  would  compofe  herfelf ;  and  when 
flic  could  bear  the  fight  of  her  friend, 
they  would  introduce  hen  The  cap- 
tain  then  fhewed  her  a  ring,  with  thia 
motto :  To  the  memory  of  a  beloved  fon. 
•*  It  muft  be  my  friend  Matilda  Deve- 
reux/* faid  lady  Harrington ;  "  this 
••  ring  was  given  her  by  my  mother,  as 
**  a  remembrance  of  my  brother  Wil- 
V  liam,  who  gallantly  fell  in  the  Lov 
E  3  "  Countries. 
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••  Countries.    I  beg  that  I  may  fee  her; 
•*  I  am  now  prepared  to  meet  her." 

Lady  Matilda  was  led  in  by  the  cap- 
tain; and  her  reception  was  fuch  as 
might  be  expe£ted  after  fo  many  years 
reparation. 

Lady  Matilda  foon  recovered  her 
fpirits,  and  faid,  "  My  dear  lady  Har- 
^<  rington,  time  is  a  cruel  ddtroyer. 
^*  You  loft  in  me  a  young  friend,  and 
*^  now  find  me  an  old  one.  I  look  like 
"  the  mother  of  your  Matilda  Deve- 
'*  reux ;  but  I  am  an  old  maid^  and 
**  cannot  afpire  to  that  honour." 

A  thoufand  queftions  were  alked,  and 
few  anfwers  returned.  The  young 
people,  who  had  been  almoft  in  defpair, 
fearing  their  mother  might  lofe  her 
fenfes,  recovered  themfelves;  and  lady 

Harring- 
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Harrington  wanting  to  know  every 
thing  at  once,  lady  Matilda  faid,  *^  To 
*'  you,  my  dear  friend,  the  hiftory  of 
**,my  life  may  be  interefting;  but  on 
*'  account  of  its  length,  it  would  be 
*'  tirefome  to  hear  it  told.  I  have  put 
•'  it  upon  paper ;  it  was  an  amufement 
*•  to  me  during  the  winter  in  my  re- 
•*  tirement;  and  if  I  had  died,  it  might 
**  have  reached  you.  But  I  was  un- 
••confcious  of  being  in  your  neigh- 
5*  bourfaoodj  nor  did  I  know  that  you 
*«  had  married  lord  Harrington.  You 
**  will  find  my  reafons  for  concealment 
**  in  my  narrative. — I  am  now  happy. 
*f  Life  is  fhort  j  and  I  will  not  tarnifh 
'•*  my  prefent  joy  by  a  painful  fecol- 
'•*  lection  of  pad  forrows.'* 

•*  I  am  exceedingly  happy,  dear  lady 

♦*  Matilda,  that  you  ftill  preferve  that 

*•  cheerfiilnefs  which  you  were  ever  fo 

E  4  "  loved 
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**  loved  for.  I  know  that  it  is  the  fun* 
"  Ihine  of  life  j  but  when  compared 
"  with  you,  I  was  never  (\t  for  any 
'*  thing  bat  the  glucm  of  a  convent/* 


I 


**  For  what  is  natural,  lady  Harringw 
ton*  no  praife  is  due.  The  world, 
'*  had  it  known  my  ftory  a  few  daya 
"  fincej  would  have  faid  that  I  had 
"  been  born  under  an  unfortunate 
**  planet.  At  this  moment  I  think  that' 
*'  none  could  have  been  more  fortunate, 
**  I  hope  I  fliall  fee  my  lord  foon,  for  I 
*;  wifh  to  know  every  part  of  your 
•^famUy/'  ^ 

*^  A  juift  rebuke,  my  friend :  this  is 
*«  my  eldeft  daughter,  Jllizabeth;  aad 
«*  this  my  youngeft,  MatiMa;  this  my 
«*^^youngeft  fon,  who  is  captain. of  a 
**  troop  of  horfe  j  and  nxy  eldeft  will, 
J\I  hope,  foon  be  here  to  pay  his  re- 

*'  fpcQs 
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f*  fpeflis  to  you.'*—"  Your  daughters 
^*  arc  fine  young  women,  lady  Harring- 
*'  ton  J  your  fon,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
^^  to  tell  fortunes,  will  in  due  time  be 
**  a  general ;  and  I  trufl  that  all  of  them 
*♦  will  prove  bleffings  to  you/'-r-"  My 
^*  lord  13  coming  up,"  faid  Elizabeth. 
"  Do  not  tell  liim  who  I  am,'*  faid  lady 
l^fatiida ;  ^'  I  never  faw  him  but  twice, 
**  and  yet  I  retain  the  idea  of  him.'* 
My  lord  entered,  and  the  perfon  from 
^e  Cottage  was  prefented  to  -him.-— 
«*  Tou  muft  think  me  very  impertinent, 
^  madam,"  faid  my  lord,  "  for  break* 
•*^ing  in  upon  your  retirement;  but 
«*  the  ridiculous  notions  of  the  country 
**  people  concerning  witchcraft  obliged 
^^  us  to  intrude/' — "  What  your  lord- 
"  (hip  terms  intrufion,  I  confider  as  the 
«*  moft  fortunate  .event  pf  my  life,"  re- 
plied lady  Matilda. 

E  5  ^^  I  have 
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*5 1  have  a  letter,  lady  Hanington,*' 
laid  my  lord ;  ^<  but  am  unable  to  de- 
••  cidc  whether  it  will  give  you  pleafure 
^^  or  pain*    It  comes  from  a  friend  in 
^<  London,    and  informs  me  of  lord 
'^  Montacute's  death.    Having  no  near 
^^  relations,  he  has  devifed  all  his  poll 
*'  feffions,  which  are  very  ^tenfive,  to 
*<  the  friend  of  your  heart,  lady  Ma?- 
«  tilda  Devereux.**— *•  That  would  he 
**  charming  news,  my  lord,  could  wc 
«  but  find  her."—"  I  would  not  wifli 
**  to  flatter  you,"  faid  he,  •'  upon  this 
"  occafion ;  but  I  think  flie  muft  be  in 
*«  a  better  world." — "  Do  you  remem- 
«  ber  her  ?"  faid  Elizabeth.     «*  I  have 
«'  only  an  idea,"  he  replied,  "  of  the 
•*  fineft  woman  I  ever  faw.     She  was 
**  taller  than  you,   I- think,    Matilda; 
•*  very  finely   fhaped ;    had   dark  ex- 
«'  preffive  eyes,   and  a  brunette  com- 

**  plexion« 
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*^  plexion.  Now,  ladies,  as  it  is 
**  Ibme  years  fince  I  faw  her,  I  hope^ 
«•  you  will  allow  that  my  memory  has 
••  not  loft  the  impreffion  (he  made." — 
«*  You  have  painted  her  admirably>'* 
faid  lady  Harring):off^ 

The  captain  entered  with  his  bro- 
ther, who  looked  for  fome  time  very 
attentively  at  lady  Matilda  j  then  turn- 
ing to  his  mother,  "  I  think,  madam, 
•'  that  lady  is  fo  like  a  miniature  yoa 
*«  vaFue,  that  I  cannot  help  gazing  at 
•*  her.*' — "  I  wifh  we  could  find  the 
«•  original,"  faid  lady  Harrington.—- 
^  You  have  not  anfwered  your  Ie*ttcr, 
'^  my  lord,  concerning  lord  Monta- 
«*  cute?  and  beforp  you  do,  let  me  in- 
*•  troduce  my  dear  long  loft  friend,. 
'»  lady  Matilda  Devereux."  My  lord 
ftarted,  and  the  young  people  fmiled.. 
**  I  fliall  now,  madam,"  faid  my  lord, 
■  E  &  "  anfwer 
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"  anfwer  the  letter  immediatelyj  m  ic 
"  will  have  fuch  happy  intelligence  to 
•'  convey ;  and  permit  me  to  congia* 
**  tulate  you  upon  this  good  fortune.*'— 
"  Fortune,  my  lord/*  returned  lady 
Matilda,  '^  is  no  acquiiition  compared 
*'  to  the  being  reftored  to  thefc  valuable 
^^  friends ;  and  I  now  think  my  good 
*'  fortune  complete  without  the  addi- 
**  lion  of  lord  Montacute's." 

Mrs.  Bridget  had  feen  the  black  pal' 
frey  pacing  flowly  towards  the  abbey, 
and  hid  herfelf  in  a  comer  near  the 
fcreen  in  the  hall,  where  fhe  took  a 
peep  at  the  witch,  and  fhuddered  at  her 
uglinefs ;  and  when  that  part  of  her 
curiofity  was  fatisficd,  flie  wiflied  to 
hear  in  what  manner  a  witch  would 
talk;  for  that  purpofe  flie  put  her 
car  as  clofe  as  poffible  to  the  key-holc 
of  the  library  door ;  and  when  fhe 
heard  her  ladies  in  diftrefs  involuntarily 

came 
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came  in ;  but  was  in  fuch  dreadful  con« 
fufion  when  the  water  was  overthrown, 
as  has  been  related,  and  at  finding  the 
witch  had  two  (kins,  as  fhe  termed  it, 
one  over  the  other,  that  it  confirmed 
her  being,  as  fhe  faid,  a  witch  indeed. 
She  was  then  carried  to  her  apartment 
and  put  to  bed,  where  fhe  foon  reco- 
vered the  ufe  of  her  fpeech  ;  for  feeing 
the  upper  houfemaid,  **  Am  I  alive  in* 
"deed,  Betty ?^'  faid  Ihe.— «  Yes,^' 
&i4  Betty,  '^  and  alive-iike.  What  has 
**  been  the  matter  with  you,  for  I  never 
<<  ikw  you  in  fuch  a  taking  in  my 
♦'life?''— "  It  was  furprifmg,'*  faid 
Bridget,  "  that  I  was  not  flown  away 
"  with  J  for  the  witC^k  pretended  to 
♦*  faint,  the  ladies  called  for  me,  and  I 
♦*  (hook  and  was  in  fuch  a  twitter,  that 
**  I  fluiced  a  whole  jug  of  water  over 
**  her  face.  My  lady  gave  me  her  nice 
^  cambrick  handkerchief  to  wipe  it  off  > 

"a* 
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•*  as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  that  dropped 
••  into  the  flop ;  ftill  my  lady  bade  me 
••  wipe  her  dry  j  and  not  knowing  what 
^^  I  was  about,  I  began  rubbing  with 
'*  the  handkerchief  all  wet  as  it  was ; 
••  and  fo  with  rubbing,  the  fkin  came 
«•  off  juft  like  an  eePs,  and  under  ft 
"was  red.  This  feared  me;  for; 
**  thinks  I  to  myfelf,  the  next  Ikin*  the 
"  Devil  will  have  muft  be  of  his  own 
"  colour,  which  fright  threw  me  into 
•*  fits." — "Arc  you  fure  a  fkin  came  off? 
**  are  you  fure  of  it  ?"  faid  Betty,  **  As 
•^  fure  as  that  you  fit  there  ;  for  it  fluck 
**  upon  the  handkerchief  as  thick  as 
*'  could  be."— ^^  I  am  afraid,"  faid. 
Betty,  *'  you  were  liftening,  and  liRen- 
*'  ers  never  get  any  good." — **  I  did 
"  liflen ;  but  I  heard  nothing  extraor- 
*'  dinary,  till  one  of  them  cried  out 
*'  that  fhe  was  fainting,  and  another 
*^  called  me,  and  ran  to  the  door;  ib  I 
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*^  -was  forced  to  go  in,  or  old  Scratch 
•*  ihould  have  had  me  before  I  would 
•*  have  gone  near  them  in  fuch  com- 
•*  pany.  WelJ,  nothing  fhall  make  mc 
**  flay  in  this  houfe,  for  the  wiich  will 
*'  be  fpiteful  to  me  for  rubbing  oflF  her 
^*  (kin.  I  love  the  family  dearly,  to  be 
*^re;  but  I  love  my  life  better/*— 
««-Why  you  had  better  by  half  ftay," 
faid  Betty;  "  for  only  think,  if  you 
^  were  to  go  threefcore  miles  off,  it  is 
**'but  a  ftep  for  d  witch  upon  a  broom* 
•^  ftick  J  and  as  you  have  friends  here^ 
•*  it  is  ten  to  one  that  fhe  will  not  take 
*'  any  notice  of  you  for  rubbing  the  {km. 
"  off  her  frightful  vifage/* 

My  lord  informed  his  correfpondent,. 
that  lady  Matilda  Devereux  was  in  his 
houfe,  ready  when  called  upon  to  iden- 
tify herfelf  J  and  that  lady  Harrington 

had 
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.  Jiad  the  certificate  of  her  mother's  tnar* 
riage. 

Lady  Matilda  had  no  wardrobci  hut 
was  foon  arrayed  fuitable  to  her  rank 
and   flation  in  Ufc* — Jenny  Hawthorii 
wzs  in  raptures,    lady  Matilda  having 
[taken  her  third  fifter  as  her  own  mr-id, 
Mud  one  of  her   brothers  as  her  own 
I  man.     The  eld  wardrobe,  and  the  cats 
["(with  a  purfe  for  their  maintenance) 
were  given  to  Jenny  j  the  Cottage  wp 
fliut  up,  but  the  gardener  at  the  abbey 
was  to  take  care  of  the  garden.^Juftice 
Wood  unfaid  every  thing  he  had  faid 
upon  the  fubjectj  and  did  himfelf  the 
jufUce  to  declare^   that  he  knew  lady 
Matilda  muft  be  fomething  out  of  the 
common  way  J  and  it  certainly  was  a  much 
more  wonderful  thing  to  find  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  earl  in  a  Cottage,  than  a  witch. 

Lady 
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Lady  Matilda  received  a  fummons  to 
prove  her  title;  my  lord  and  lady 
offered  to  accompany  her;  the  latter, 
howevd",  ihe  declined,  as  Mifs  Harring- 
ton  was  ill  with  the  fmall-pox,  which, 
though  very  favourable,  wanted  care. 
•*  No,  my  dear  lady  Harrington,  I  will 
*^  not  take  you  from  your  daughter ;  if 
••  you  will  permit  my  lord,  his  eldeft 
**  foHi  and  Matilda,  to  accompany  me^ 
«l  I  am  then  unreafonable  enough  j  my 
M  &vourite  the  captain  cannot  leave  his 
•*  regiment,  but  you  will  come  up  to  us 
*^.when  your  daughter  is  perfeftly  re- 
**  covered.  I  will  leave  a  pacquet  upon 
^*  my  table,  wherein  you  will  find  my 
*«hiftory.  Early  in  the  morning  we 
"  fet  out  for  London ;  do  not  difturb 
*«  yourfelf,  therefore.  Adieu,  and  I 
•*  hope  we  fhall  foon  meet  again." 

Next 
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Next  morning  lady  Harrington  found 
the  papers  mentioned ;  and  a  note  writ- 
ten  the    evening    before  began    thus. 
*'  My  dear  lady  Harrington,  when  the 
**  inclofed  was  written,  I  hail  no  idea 
**  of  being  fo  happy  as  ever  to  have  feen 
"  you  again.     I  wrote  it  in  hopes  that 
•^  it  might  reach  you  when  V  was  no 
"  more.    The  world  has  not,  perhaps, 
"  been  lenient  to  me;  but  I  hope  the 
•*  contents  of  this  pacquet  will  prove  to 
^*  you,  that  I  have  not  done  any  thing 
*'  to  forfeit  the  good  opinion  with  which 
••  you  foimerly  honoured  me/' 

"  Will  you  permit  me,  madam,"  faid 
the  captain,  "  to  read  a  portion  of  this 
*•  narrative  to  you  and  my  fifter  every 
^'  day  ?"— '^  I  thank  you,  John,"  faid 
lady  Harrington,  '« in  a  day  or  two  we 
*«  will  begin."—*'  You  do  not,  my  dear 

"  madam^ 
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•*  madam>  feem  fo  impatient  as  I  ex- 
•*  peded  you  would  have  been  upon  this 
•*  occafion/* — "No,"  faid  lady  Harring- 
ton, "  my  mind  at  prcfent  is  fo  occu- 
•*  pied  by  the  delightful  idea  of  having 
*•  found  my  friend,  that  I  have  no  place 
**  for  any  thing  elfe-  My  head  is  not 
"  ufed  to  events  of  this  fort ;  I  cannot 
*^  be  all  joy  one  moment,  and  all  for- 
•*  Tow  the  next  j  for  I  believe  my  mind 
'^  is  too  (low  to  be  either  extremely 
<'  elated  or  deprelTed.  This  unexpe£led 
«  meeting  has  fo  much  raifed  my  fpi* 
^«  rits,  that  it  will  take  fome  time  tb 
•*  brmg  me  to  my  natural  tone  again.*' — 
In  two  days  after  this  the  captain  began 
-to  read 

THE  HISTORY  OF  MATILDA 
DEVEREUX. 

"  When  you  left  me,  my  dear  Ifa- 
•*  bella^  to  return  to  court,  I  was  not 

*«  happy. 
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"  happy,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  my 
"  mind  to  come  to  you ;  but  your  fitu- 
*'  ation  with  the  queen  made  me  con- 
"  elude,  that  the  daughter  of  Effex, 
"  her  once-loved  Effex,  would  be  an 
•*  unwelcome  fight  to  her  j  and  I  waj 
"  too  proud  at  that  time  to  appear 
•*  in  any  charader  but  my  own.  Lady 
*^  Coniers  treated  me,  not  ill  indeed, 
*'but  with  a  kind  of  inattention  tlttt 
*^  was  extremely  difgufting )  and  would 
<<  frequently  fay,  ''  Have  I  not  taluQ 
•*  you  into  my  houfe,  am  I  not  your 
**  proteSor  ?  if  it  were  not  for  me, 
"  where  could  you  go  ?  You  cannot  fly 
<(  to  your  dear  Ifabella ;  for  if  the  in^ 
*<  exorable  old  queen  were  to  know  th^t 
"  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  Effex  re- 
•^  mained,  would  fhe  not  flicd  it  ?  Hap- 
^*  py  are  you  under  my  roof.  You  feem 
«'  to  fcorn  my  fon*s  love ;  but  he  is  a 
•'  fool  in  that  refpeQ:,  and  I  have  other 

«  views 
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^^  Views  for  him.  It  would  be  the 
*'  death  of  me  to  fee  him  your  hulband ; 
**  your  five  hundred  pounds  a-year  can- 
*^  not  be  any  objcfl:  to  him/* 

**  I  do  riot  wifh  to  marry  your  fon, 
**  lady  Conicrs ;  I  would  not  wilh  to 
^'  oflFend  you;  permit  me  to  be  in  your 
•*  houfe;  letme  remain  in  quiet;  I  do  riot 
"  wifli  to  mix  with  your  company  ;  only 
"  let  nie  have  my  horfe,  my  little  gar- 
**  deai  and  my  apartment  to  myfelf ;  I 
"  require  nothing  more.'* — "  Well,  Ma- 
**  tilda,  well ;  and  all  I  require  of  you 
"  in  return  is,  not  to  mafry  my  fon/' 
^*  I  promifed  faithfully  that  I  would  not. 
**  '—As  I  was  amufing  myfelf  one  day  in 
••  my  garden,  her  fon  came  to  me.  ^'  La- 
«  dy  Matilda,'*  faid  he,  ''  why  ^ill  yoii 
*•  refufe  me  ?  I  love  you  with  the  great- 
"  eft  aflfeftiofl.  With  your  fortune  and 
*•  xnirie^  we  might  live  very  comfort- 
^    ^  "ablyj 
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"  ably ;  I  am  not  extravagant,  and  you 
'^  feem  to  be  quite  otherwifc.'* — **  Your 
**  fortune,   fir,"    I  replied,  "  is   very 
^^  large ;  mine  fufficient  for  myfelf.**— 
"  Who  told  you,    lady  Matilda,   that 
^'  ray  fortune    was    large  ?"— **  Your 
«  mother,"—"  Ah,    my  mother,"  he 
replied,  "  will    ruin    me    every    way. 
^'  What  am  I  ?  a  very  blockhead ;  not 
**  better    than  the    fellow    who    rubs 
**  my  horfes  heeU,    It  is   true  I  can 
*'  read  and  write;  but  I  have  only  been 
**  taught  by    the  fchoolmafter    of  the 
*'  parifli ;  I  have  not  had  the  education 
**  of  a  gentleman ;  I  know  nothing.    I 
•*  can  indeed  ride  a  hunting  as  well  as  a 
•'  groom  ;  I  can  fly  a  hawk,  and  am  a 
*'  tolerable  judge  of  a  greyhound;  but 
"  I  feel  my  inferiority  when  I  am  with 
*'  other  young  men ;  then  I  am  mifera- 
''  ble ;    I   find    myfelf  their     butt   on 
**  account  of  my  ignorance ;    it  is  not 

«*my 
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**  my  fault,  however ;  here  I  am  two- 

**  and-twenty,  and  know  nothing.    My 

**  mother  has  not  given  me  a  chance  of 

"being  any  thing  but    a    blockhead. 

*•  You    have    had  the  education  of  a 

**  gentlewoman,  and  are  the  fole  objefl: 

*'  of  my  aflfeftions.     Oh,  lady,  if  you 

^*  would  but  take  me  as  I  am,  I  would 

^*  put  myfelf  under  your  guidance,  and 

*'  endeavour  to   be    what  the    fon   of 

^^  fir  William  Coniers  ought  to  be.     I 

**  feel  fuch  refpeft  for  my  mother,  that 

"  I  would  not  oflFeni  her  in  any  other 

'•^  way }  and  I  can  affure  you,  notwith- 

**  {landing  what  fhe  fays,  fhe  would  re- 

**  joice  to  fee  you  her  daughter-in-law 

*'  to-morrow.     My  mother  has  not  al- 

<«  ways  accuftomed  herfelf  to  fpeak  the 

**  truth ;  but  you  fhall  never  hear  any 

"  thing  elfe  from  my  lips.     As  to  my 

*'  fortune,  I  know  not  what  it  is.    I 

**  have  enquired  of  the  tenants  here, 

«^and 


g{(  THE  VfTCS,  AMD  THE 

**  aoi  ifccf  told  me  th^  tbef  pay  mjr 
^  jBMim  fi^  kindnd  pcnmds  a  }  ear# 
"^  t  bm  aa  cflate  m  die  nsnh  of  £ng* 
^  bad,   >iid  axHTther  ia  the  north  of 
^rbdand,      VsTien    I    mention    theTe 
*'  thin^  to  nu  mmhcr,    fbc  tdb  nic*: 
*'  that  I  am  a  dolt,  ami  not  6t  for  any 
**  thing  but  to  break  a  fetting  dog  or 
**  find  a  hare,** — ''  I  told  Mr.  Coniers 
**  thai  I  never  would  main*;    that  my 
^*  oiother*s  unfortunate  death,  and  her 
**  affecting  (lory,   which  1  had  fo  often 
*'  heard  from  lady  ^larkham,  had  made 
*•  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  me,  that  the 
**  idea  of  having  a  daughter  left  to  the 
"  wide  world,  as  I  had  been,  abfolutely 
'^determined  me   againft  it.'*— %**  Yet^ 
«*  lady  Matilda,  I  am  your  friend  ;  if  1". 
**  am  not  a  companion  for  you  now,  I 
*^  may  be.    Believe  me  to  have  an  ha»  ' 
"  nefl  heart,   and  allow  me  to  be  your 
*'  friend/' — "  You  know    my  tefolu* 

«« tion> 
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^^  rion,    Mr.  Coniers,   with  regard    to 

**  myfelf ;  and  remember  that  lady  Co- 

**  niers  has  higher  views  for  you/*— 

**  Are   not    you  an   earPs    daughter  ? 

**  What  can  fhe  cxped  ?   No,  lady  Ma- 

*«  tildji ;  that  is  only  piy  mother's  talk. 

••  Would  fhc  have  bred  me  up  as  flie 

"has  done,  if  fhe  had  higher  views  for 

^*  me?  No  J  from  my  foul  I  believe  that 

.  >Vfhe  would  be  happy  were  I  to  marry 

."a  village  girl  as  ignorant  as  myfelf, 

'*  that  fhe  might  rule  us  both.     I  have 

**  only  one  friend  in  the  world,  and  thsft 

-  *^  is  old  lord  Savage,  whom  my  mother 

**  is  making  up  to.     He  is  not  much 

^*  better  as  to  education  than  I  am,  but 

^^  a,  great   deal  cunninger,  I    can  fee 

^^  that.     He  perfuades  my  mother   to 

^*  let  me  go  to  court  ami  get  knighted ; 

^   And  then  I  am  to  go  for  Ireland  to  fee 

^    ^my  eftates  j  and  he  tells  me  that  I 

.s^nay  go  fafe  enough,  for  it  is  at  a 

^«rox.  II.  F  "  great 
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^  great  diftance  from  Tyrone.      Ofr, 
^  lady  Matilda,  I  think  I  will  go  to 
<'  court,  and  thence  to  Ireland ;  peti- 
•*  tion  the  lord  deputy  to  give  mc'a 
*'  commiifion,  and  with  the  reft  of  my 
^<  brave  countrymen  oppofe  the  rebel 
<«  Tyrone.     As  a    foldier,   I   ihalt  5b 
^  fomething  ;  as  it  is,  I  am  nothing.^ 
^^  Remember  me,  lady  Matilda,  as  i 
^*  friend ;  if  you  will  but  recclleBtCtt^ 
^^  niers  as  a  friend,  my  arm,  while >ti|W 
*<  lifted    againft    the   enemies   of  rtij 
«  country,  will  be  ftrengthened,  trhfli 
^^  I  recoiled  the  name  of  Matilda  De* 
•*  vereux  as  my  friend.**  * 

"  I  had  no  averfipn,  no  objedion  (o 
"  Coniers.;  but  I  detefted  Ks  mother. 
"  He  was  a  fine-grown  young  man,  with 
"  an  honeft  heart,  was  good  tempered, 
"  and  had  common  fenfe ;  but,  as  he  al- 
^<  lowed,  his  education  was  not  much 

"above 
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u  above  jdiat  of  hi«  grooms.  He  went  to 
*^  court  i  came  back  fir  William  j  and 

V  great  preparations  were  made  for  his 
**  goiikg  to  Ireland. 

^*  Returning  one  evening  from  lady 
•*  Corbet's,  I  met  him  j  he  feemed  much 
^<  i^tated,  and  fsdd,  <<  I  do  not  expert 
•'jever.  to  be  any  thing  more  to  yoti 

V  thiui.  a  friend,  but  I  mud  fpeak  to 
^  you  in  private ;  fliall  it  be  in  the  ga:r- 
•?  deb,  or  your  own  apartment  ?*'— 
•♦What  you  have  to  fay,  fir  William, 
*«  tnay  be  faid  on  horfeback." — **  No, 
^*  the  fervants  will  hear ;  make  fome 
«  excufe,  and  alight/*— I  pretended  my 
<^  Jborfe  went  lame,  and  alighted;  he  did 
•f  the  fame,  faying, "  You  Ihall  not  walk 
«*  by  yourfelf.'*  He  feemed  mufing 
•^  for  fome  time,  then,  turning  quick, 
^^  faid^  ^^  Lady  Matilda,  fwear  to  me  fo- 

.  «♦  kmnly,  that  you  will  never  reveal 
F  2  ^''  what 
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**  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  j  fwear 
*«it."  I  ftood.like  a  ftatue.  "You 
*'  muft  do  it,"  faid  he,  in  a  very  de- 
*<  termined  tone  of  voice.  *'  Your  le- 
**  crecy  concerns  yourfelf,  and,  unforta- 
"  nately,  me  too."  I  promifed  j  I  fworc. 

*<  He  then  took  from  his  pocket  feme 
**  letters  direded  to  his  mother.  ^*  Here, 
^'  madam,  here  are  proofs  agamft  a 
**  perfon  whom  I  ought  to  love,  whom 
**  I  did  love  with  the  greateft  afFedtion  ; 
**  but  now  my  heart  abhors  her.  Why 
*'  was  I  taught  reading  ?  had  I  been  ig. 
<'  norant  of  that,  her  vices,  her  cruel- 
*'  ties  would  not  have  hurt  me.  I 
*^  might  have  followed  th^  hawk  or  the 
"  hound,  married  fome  one  like  my- 
"  felf,  and  paffed  my  life  contentedly," 

"  The  fir  ft  letter  was  from  lord  Sa- 
*^  vage,  wherein  he  told  her,  that  if  (he 

*'  could 
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*•  could  but  get  rid  of  her  booby  fon  br 

^^  fending  him  to  Ireland,  he  would  mar- 

•**  ry  her ;  that  he  had  put  things  in  fuch 

^*  a  train,  that  he  fliould  be  landed  in 

•*  a  place  where  Tyrone  would  take  him 

"  for  a  fpy,  and  that  they  never  fhould 

**  be  troubled  with  the  blockhead  more. 

**  -The  other  was  from  lord  Moritacute, 

**  urging  her  to  take  me  off  by  poifon, 

"  for  which  he  would  give  her  a  thou- 

**  fand  pounds.     The  letter  hinted,  that 

**  there  had  been  a  negotiation  upon  the 

M  bufinefs  before ;  and  he  was  fure  it 

"  iVouId  b^  grateful  to  the  queen  ;    he 

• «  then  added,"  I  deteft  the  blood  of  EF- 

.^•tex  as   much,    nay,  perhaps,    more 

**  than  fhe  does." — At  reading    thefe 

'*  letters,  I  was]  aftoniflied ;   I  did  not 

"  fuppofe  that  human  nature  could  have 

"  been  fo  depraved, 

F  3  **  Have 
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**  Have  you  not  fomc  jewels^  lady 
'**  Maiilda  ?** — **  Many  valuable  ones, 
^*  fir  William."—**  Fly,  fly  then,  kdy 
*■  MatiUftt  from  that  place  ;  ^oinfhtg  to 
•*  tbehmfey\  fave  my  mother  liom  doing 
«wrongP*— «  How,  fir  Wiiliam,  did 
*'  you  get  thefe  papers  ?'* — "  I  was  es- 
**  crdfing  lall  night  a  brace  of  young 
*'  fpanicls  in  the  park  woodj  and  faw 
"  a  man  v^ho  appeared  to  avoid  me.  I 
■*  walked  as  clofc  to  him  as  paffibte  j 
•'  and  when  I  called  to  him  to  enquire 
*«  his  bufinefs,  he  ran  off.  I  purfued 
.**him,  and,  his  ftrength  being  fpent, 
*'  he  could  not  leap  the  park  pales.  I 
"  held  him  roughly  ;  at  laft  he  confefled 
**  that  he  had  letters  for  lady  Goniers, 
"  which  were  given  him  by  a  perfon 
**  whom  he  did  not  know,  and  that  h« 
"  was  to  receive  a  rewrr J  when  he 
**  brought  back  the  anfwers.  I  gave 
;  "him 
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.•*  him  money,    and   told   him  to    de- 
*'  liver  them  the  next  night,  as  I  would 

*'  return  them  to  him  in  the  fame  place 
•'  this  evening.  Lady  Matilda,  i  am  fiek 
**  of  iife;  but  I  wifh  to  preferve  your's, 
?*  I  go  for  Ireland  i^o-mcffrow  morning. 
^  Let  me  entreat  you  once  more  to  fly. 
♦*  Kot  with  me,  wretch  that  I  am  in 
**,  having  fuch  a  mother ;  yet,  cruel  as 

.  •*  flie  is,  (he  is  ftill  my  mother.  Pack 
f*  up  your  money  and  jewels,  lady  Ma- 
♦^tilda,  in  the  fmalleft  compafs  poflible ; 

.  •*  I  will  come  back  to-morroy^jiight  at 
i*  twelve  o'clock  alone  j  I  have  the  key 
«*  of  the  ftable,  and  will  faddle  two 
^  of  your  horfes  for  you  and  Mary. 
^*  Meet  me,  on  foot,  at  the  great,  oak 
**  on  the  outfide  of  the  park,  by  the 
**  private  gate  j  fhuc  it  hard,  and 
>'  you  (hall  hear  me  whiftle.  Thefc 
<'  letters  I  will  feal  up,  and  return ; 
/*  you  now  perceive,  that  ray  wilhing 
F  4  *^  you 


J 04  THE  WITCH,  AND  THE 

**  you  to  take  an  oath  of  fecrecy  vas 
«*  merely  to  fave  my  mother." 

**  I  prpmifed  to  meet  him  ;  and  he 
?*  went  to  feal  and  deh'ver  the  letters  to 
"  the  man  in  the  wood.  \Yhen  I 
**  reached  my  apartment,  I  could  not 
•*  refrain  from  tears  and  bitter  reflec- 
"  tions. — Ujifortunate  Matilda !  unfor- 
*'  tunate  from  your  birth !  Oh,  that 
"  this  aching  head  lay  peaceful  un« 
"  der  the  fame  cold  marble  with  my 
'*  mothej[^! — Why  fhould  you  fly  with 
**  this  man  ?  It  will  but  prolong  a  mi- 
*'  ferable  exiftence.  Were  it  not  bet- 
**  ter  to  end  it  yourfelf  ? — I  paufed— • 
"  Wretch  that  I  am,  to  fuflfer  fuch  ideas 
^*  to  pofTefs  my  mind !  I  have  no  right 
*'  to  difpofe  of  that  which  was  beftowed 
"  by  a  fuperior  power. — Your  fituation 
*' is  terrible,  furrounded  by  enemies 
•*  who  wifh  to  take  your  life,— But  do 

"  you 
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^«  you  know  what  Others  fuffer?  No, 
**  you  cannot  conceive  the  many  hearC- 
**  aches  of  this  world  ;  therefore  teach 
•*  yourfelf  to  believe,  that  there  is  not 
•*  a  fingle  individual  who  has  not 
••  his  cares  and  anxieties ;  and  what 
*^  could  you  have  done  in  this  fituatfon 
**  without  money  ?  You  have  that 
**  which,  with  prudence,  will  maintain 
*•  you  many  years.  Therefore  fly  with 
^*  your  friend  Ccmiers^'' 

**  Supper  was  announced;  I  fentMary 
^  down  with  an  excufe  on  account  of 
^*  a  head-ach.  Several  perfons  were  at 
*'  table  with  lady  Coniers  j  and  when 
"the  meflage  was  delivered, ,fhe  faid, 
^  William,  I  fuppofe  the  fair  damfel  is 
"bemoaning  the  lofs  of  youj  why 
**  don't  you  pack  her  up  with  fome  of 
**your  trifles,  and  give  her  a  fight  of 
"  Ireland."— He  made  no  aafwer^. 

F  5  <*  Whea 
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'^  When  I  informed  Mary  tibat  4 
f^  ihould  leave  the  hovle,  flie  was  fuie 
<^  I  was  going  beyond  fea.  I  protefted 
<^  ihat  I  had  no  fuch  intention  i  and 
«'  even  if  (he  would  not  go  with  me»  i 
«<  would  make  her  a  hamjfomc  pndeot 
•«  to  keep  my  dcjMirturc  fearct  for  a  few 
**  daySr  I  then  laid  fome  pieces  of  gold 
^  upon  the  table*  A  terrible  conflift 
^  9Tok  in  the  bread  of  M»y^  She 
^  muft  leave  Suflex,  her  fnenlB,  aod^ 
««  above  all,  her  wardrobe.  I  promifed 
*'  to  retnftate  the  latter ;  and  at  laft^ 
^  after  abundance  of  tears  and  fobs, 
^  (he  decided  to  follow  my  fbitunet, 
^  and  ferve  me  faithfully. 

^  My  jewela  were  packed  m  the 
^  finallefl  poffible  compafs,  aad^  with 
**  a  Uttk  Knen,  were  to  be  fufpendcd  at 
^  the  pommek  of  our  faddles }  the 
^  money  we  put  in  our  pockets  y  and 

««the 
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•**  dw  clock  ftrifcing  twelve  was  the 
••  fignal  for  our  going*  Mary  having 
^  got  t<he  key  of  the  private  park-gate, 
^  we  got  out  at  the  parlour  window  ; 
J*'  and  the  night  was  fuch  as  Shake- 
•*  fpeare  beautifully  defcribes  in  The 
••  Merchant  of  Venice. 

^*  We  flap*d  the  gate  as  agreed, 
^^lieard  a  loud  whiftle,  and  found  fir 
K-Wiffiam  with  the  hi)rfe8  tinder  the 
>^gpeat  oak.  We  mounted  with  oiir 
.^<  busuiles;  and  till  that  moment  it 
v  had  not  entered  my  thoughts  where 
•*  to  go^  nor  how  to  give  an  account  of 
**  myfelf.  This  confideration  made  nie 
**  fell  into  very  difagreeable  refledlions,. 
^^'^m&kotM  knowing  what  to  decide 
•«  ispon.  At  laft  I  faid^  «  Sir  William, 
•*  which  way  are  we  going  ?  where  ihall 
*^  1  lay  .my  head  ?  I  am  now  an  out- 
F  6  "call 
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*'caa  indeed!"  This  ftartled  him— 
<<  Lady  Matilda^  we  are  now  going  from 
"  Suffex ;  and  I  think  if  we  travel 
"  nqrthward^  you  will  have  a  better 
'^  chance  of  avoiding  danger.  I  know 
<*  nothing  of  geography;  butourhorfes 
*^  are  good,  and,  I  can  ajifwer  for  theif 
<^  travelling  a  hm.ared  miles  in  two 
<<  days.  My  horfes  and  fervants  are 
"  gone  to  Chefler,  where  they  wait  for 
"  me,  as  I  am  to  fail  from  Holyhead'* 
— "  We  may  crofs  Middlcfex,*'  I  re* 
**  plied,  ^'  and  get  into  the  north  road  at 
"  St.  Alban'b  j  but  let  us  enquire  ouf 
"  way  as  we  go.  I  think  in  North- 
^<  amptonfhire  or  Leicederfiiire  I  might 
"  be  fafe.  I  am  taking  you  out  of 
"  your  way  fir  William  t#  protect 
"  mca*'— "  Don't  mention  ijt,  lady  Ma* 
•*  tilda ;  let  us  pafs  for  brother  and 
•*  fijler,  and  wc  Ihall  aot  be  fufpefted.' ■ 
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**  We  Hopped  at  a  little  inn  to  re- 
**  frefh  outhorfe*,  and  Mary  had  orders 
**  to  give  an  account  of  us  by  faying 
*«  that  we  were  a  Mr.  and  Mifs  Yel- 
*«  verton ;  that  we  lived  near  Canter- 
"  bury,  and  were  going  into  Northamp- 
"  tonfliire  to  fee  an  old  aunt  who  was 
**  dying ;  that  we  expeded  a  good 
^*  fortune  af  her  death,  and  that  our 
**  fumpter  horfe  was  to  follow  with  our 
"  baggage. 

^  Who  is  that  gentleman  and  geifc 
•*  tlewoman  ?"  faid  the  woman  of  the 
**  houfe.  Mary  told  her  ftory.  "  It  is 
^  a  thoufand  pities  they  are  not  maii' 
**  and  wife;  fori  never  fct  my  eyai' 
**  upon  a  more  comely  gentleman  ^  and 
^*  the  gentlewoman  i&  very  wclL"— -i" 
*«  Aye," 'faid  her  hufband  j  "  I  thinlT 
*J  (he  is  the  clevereft  of  the  two ;  only* 
^  in  my  mind  rather  of  the  flightcib 

**  make^ 
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**  make;  bur,  mayhap^  (he  is  not  more 
^*  than  fixteen  or  ieventeen^  for  (he  ia 
'<  fpecially  well  grown,  and  will  fill  out 
^'  in  a  few  years ;  flie  wiU  then  be  as 
*'  handfome    a  creature    as   ever  was 
"  bom.'*    I  was  at  that  time  twenty- 
•*  two.     "  You  have  fo  good  a  gucfe  at 
«*  ages,**  faid  Mary,  ^  Aat  I  fliall  be 
•*  afraid  you  fhould  mention  mine/' — 
^  Well^"  faid  the  hoft,.  •Mook  at  mcj 
•*  why  faith  you  are  four-and»4wentyy0r 
•*  thereabouts.*' — "  You  have  juft  hit 
•*  the  mark,**  laid  Mary* 

•*  We  remounted  our  horfcs,  and 
*^  kept  as  much  as  poiiible  to  the  great 
♦*  road,  when  I  afked  fir  William  what 
^^  was  his  final  determination. — ^  I 
<*  hope,'*  faid  I,  ^*  you  will  not  go  the 
•♦  road  pointed  out  by  lord  Savage  j 
**  you  recoiled  what  thofe  letta-s  told 
f  you.**— "  Yes/'  replied  hej  <*.butit 
V  5  •*  does 
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^*  doei  not  fignify  what  becomes  of  me. 
**  I  may  as  well  die  by  the  hands  of 
^*  Tyrone  as  not  He  may  kill  me  for 
*•  a  fpy,  if  he  will,  for  1  have  no  piea- 
**  fore  in  life.  I  muft  leave  you,  lady 
*•  Matilda,  who  are  the  whole  joy  of  my 
"  life ;  and  when  I  am  from  yon  what 
"  is  William  Coniers,  when  he  i» 
**  notfaang  to  his  mocher,  nothing  to 
♦<  iumfelf,  and  nothing  to  lady  Matilda 
f^  Dev€ieux/'^'^  You  miftake,  fir 
;•*  William  ;  you  are  a  man  of  family 
*'  and  fortune  j  and  you  ought  to  pay 
'  *•  proper  refped  to  your  fituation  in 
^  lif^.''^— "  I  am  nothing,  lady  MatiU 
•*  da,  and  you  know  it>  you  know 
^  my  misfortunes  too  well" — »*•  Thett 
*^mj  friendfhip,  jGr  WilKam>  which 
V  you  feemed  to-  value,  is  of  no  con- 
♦•  feqxtence,  though  I  find  yours  of  the 
f*  utmoft  importance  tome*  You*  are 
|(  xiow  charitably  guardiiig  a>  nmaway 

^^fcoM 
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**  from    deftruftion ;    and    beliete   me 
"  fincerely,  if  I  Ihould    be   the '  caufe 
"  of  any  difquiet  to  you,  it  would  make 
**  me    mife-  ablj.     But  will  you,  as  a 
**  friend,  take  my  advice  ?"     He  nodded 
**  affent.     **  When  we  get  another  day's 
*•  journey  over,  write  to  your  fervants, 
*•  direct  them  to  proceed  to  Holyhead, 
**  and  thence  to  Dublin  without  you, 
*'  as  you  expecl  to  meet   them  there. 
**  When  we  part,  return  to  London, 
*•  embark  in  the  firft  (hip  for  Ireland, 
**  go  to  the  Icrd  deputy,  and  aik  him 
*'  for   a   fubr.ltem's    commiilion ;    join 
•'  your  regiment,  and   fight    for    your 
•*  country  and  property.     It  will  be  of 
*•  inr.nite    adrantage    to  you ;    it  will 
••  give  you  confequence ;    you  will  af- 
-  foc:.\te  wi:h  gentlemen :  and,  I  truft, 
••  y.-u  will  f-rge:    many  thir.gs    which 
*•  you  ought  nor  to  remember."—"  I 
^  vnll  take  your  advice,  lady  ZMatilda; 

'*  b\ii. 
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•*  but  ijt^tt  is  one  thing  which  I  can 
**  never  forget,  and  that  is  your  friend- 
«  ihip/' 

"  We  {kirted  London,  and  left  Su 
**  Alban's  on  our  right ;  ftill  avoiding 
"  the  great  road.  On  the  fccond  day 
"  I  found  myfelf  fatigued,  and  wiflied 
**  to  reft.  We  ftopped  at  a  little  pub- 
"  lic-houfe,  and  enquired  for  lodgings 
"  in  a  farm-houfe.  They  told  us,  that 
**  there  was  no  fuch  place  proper  for 
"  us  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  tra- 
"  veiled  ten  miles  farther  and  again 
**  enquired.  The  miftrefs  of  the  houfe 
«*  did  not  know  j  but  a  plain-drefled 
**  man  coming  in,  fhe  laid,  "  Pray 
**  fir,  do  you  know  of  any  farm-houfe, 
"  where*  atady  could  board  and  lodge? 
**  for  the  maid  tells  me  flie  can  pay 
*«  well }  and  more  than  that  her  bro- 
"  ther,    fweet    young    gentleman  I    is 

"  going 
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"going  to  fight  that  wild  Irifli  dei'il 
"  Tyrone,  and  wiflics  to  leave  the  young 
*'  gentlewoman  in  a  fafe  place." — "  I 
"  can't  tell  of  any  fuch  place,  dame," 
•'  he  replied  ;  **  but  you  know  that  I 
"  have  a  flrange  old  rambling  houfe, 
"  where  I  could  loJge  a  dozen  or  two. 
**  My  great-grandfather  thought  we 
"  fhould  have  grown  richer  and  riclier 
*«  every  generation  ;  and  inftead  of  that 
"  we  grow  poorer  and  poorer  j  not  but 
"  I  have  enough.  However,  I  have 
*'  a  monftrous  houfe  j  this  you  may 
**  tell  the  maid;  and  tell  her  further, 
*^  that  my  name  is  Jame^  Green,  ef 
*'  Thrapfton. — Is  that  the  young  gen- 
"  tleman  coming  out  of  the  ftable?"— 
«  Yes,  fir,"  faid  the  hoftefs.  He  then 
**  went  up  to  fir  William,  and  faid, 
**  Dame  White  tells  me,  fir,  that  you 
"  want  a  lodging  for  your  fifter.  I  am 
"a  countryman,  and  have  a  large  houfe 

"  that 
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that  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  ; 
if  fee  would  like  half  a  dozen  rooms^ 
fee  is  welcome.  I  have  a  wife  and 
daughter  at  home,  and  a  fon  at 
Oxford/*  Sir  William,  not  well  know- 
ing  what  to  fay,  replied >  that  he  was 
much  obliged  to  him ;  and,  feowing 
hmi  intp  the  room,  faid,  "  This  is 
my  fifter/* — "  And  a  fine  lafs  fee  is ; 
I  will  take  care  of  her,  if  my  old- 
fafeioned  place  will  fuit;  therefore, 
come  and  breakfaft  in  the  morning ; 
you  will  then  fee  us  all  together; 
coilfider  of  it,  and  enquire  our  cha- 
rafters."- 

''  I  told  fir  William^  that  I  fancied 
'this  place  would  fuit  mc,  and  thought 
r  could  be  happy  there ;  for  the  mafter 
feemed  to  me  to  be  without  art,  or^ 
what  was  ten  times  worfe,  low  cun- 

**  ning  ; 
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**  ning ;  but  that  we  fliould  fee  him 
**  and  the  reft  of  the  family  before  I 
**  detcnnined. 

"  Lady  Matilda/'  fald  fir  William, 
"  if  this  fhould  not  exactly  do,  there 
•*  18  a  lady  who  is  an  abbefs  at  York, 
**  and  who  is,  I  tliink,  a  diflant  relation 
•'  of  my  father*s,  I  faw  her  fomc  years 
**  fince,  and  fhe  faid,  "My  good  boy, 
**  I  am  a  relation  of  yours,  but  no  great 
*•  friend  of  your  mother's ;  for  we 
**  think  differently  in  every  refpedt. 
**  Therefore,  be  not  furprifed  that  we 
*•  have  no  great  friendfliip  for  each 
**  other  ;  but  if  ever  you  want  a  friend, 
**  apply  to  me.  This  lady's  name  is 
•^  Howard,  Shall  I  write  to  her,  and 
•*  tell  her  about  you  ?'*— "  I  (hall  thank 
**  you,"  I  replied.  "  Then  do  you, 
<*  lady    Matilda,    didate    the    letter/' 

''  The 
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The  anfwer  was  to  be  fent  by  the 
'  bearer,  and  direded  to  Mr.  Green's, 
^  at  Thrapfton. 

**  Sir  William  wrote  to  his  fervants 

*  to  defire  that  they  would  proceed  to 
'  Dublin  with  his  horfes  and  baggage  j 
'  and  the  next  day  we  went  to  Thrap- 
^fton  Hall,  where  we  breakfafted  and 

*  dined,  and  were  fo  hofpitably  re- 
^  c'eived,  that  I  was  fure  I  Ihould  be 
^  agreeably  fituated  with  them.    In  the 

*  evening   we  mounted  our  horfes  to 

*  return  to  the  inn. 

**  Sir  William  dcfired  permiffipn  to 
^  write  to  me  as  a  friend.  As  a  friend 
'•  I  promifed  to  anfwer  him  ;  but  ob- 
'*  ferved,  that  as  he  knew  my  refolu-' 
'*  tions,  he  mud  exped  nothing  far- 
*'  ther.  I  wrote  to  my  dear  Ifabella, 
f.  with  diredions  how  to  get  it  to  her 

**  hands } 
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^^^ hands;  but  he  found  that  the' 
<*  queen  was  gone  upon  her  {nrogrerf 
<^  into  Norfolk  and  Suffolk^  and  he 
"  burnt  it, 

"  The  next  morning  we  parted ;  fir 
**  William  for  London,  to  embark  for 
**  Ireland^    and  myfelf,  with  Mary^  to 
^  Mr,  Green's,  at  Thrapftos,  \diere  .we 
••  were  well  received.    They  had  pre^^ 
•»  pared  a  whole  wing  of  the  houfc  fbf 
"  me ;    the  rooms  were    very  large ; 
**  the  furniture  was  magnificent  but  old- 
'^  fafhioned,   and  the  houfe  had   been 
•*  kept  in  repair ;  but  I  believe  no  im- 
*^  provements  had  been  made  fince  its 
**  firfl;  ere&ion*     It  had,    however,  a 
*^  gloomy  magnificence  about  it  which 
•^  pleafed  me  extremely. 

^'  Mrs.  Green  was  a  remarkably  well- 
^^  looking  woman,  and  a  woman  of  fa^ 

"  mily 
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^  mily  too,  being  a  fifter  of  lord  Vaux; 
^*  fce  was  perfcdly  polite  and  good  tem- 
**  pered,  fond  of  fodety,    and   cheer- 
*«  fuL     Her  daughter,  a  pretty  girl  of 
««  eighteen,    had    feen  nothing  of   the 
**^  world,  but  was  lively  and  playful  in 
»<  her   converfation,   extremely  adive, 
^  an  excellent  houfekeeper,  and  much 
^better  pleafed  with  making    pickles 
**  and  preferves  from  morning  till  night, 
•*  than  with  exercifing  her  needle*  which 
•^•fiie  detefted.    She  would  read  to  us, 
^hqwever,  as  long  as  we  pleafed.— 
« Mr.  Green  was   an   aftive   man   of 
**  fifty,  did  not  trouble  himfelf  at  all 
♦*  with  what  pafled  in  the  world,  but  lived 
*«  with  great  hofpitality ;    though   hot 
•«  as  many  of  the  country  gentlemen 
««  did,  for  he  would  fay,  "  I  muft  have 
•*  time  to  myfelf  for  refleftions  upon 
*♦  another  world,  becaufe  we  are  fure 
'^  we  cannot  Hve  for  ever  in  this,  and 

"  we 
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««  we  do  not  know  how  near  the  time 
**  may  be  for  our  leaving  it."     He  wa« 
*'  very  ftrift  in  keeping   his  accounts, 
**  particularly  with    Iiis   fervants ;    his 
*'  daughter   and    himfelf    took    every 
**  domeflic     care    from     Mrs,  Green, 
**  who  was  perfedly  fatisfied  with  that 
*'  arrangement,    as  the  works  of  her 
*'  needle  were  her  favourite  amufements, 
"  and  flie  was  extremely  fond  of  being 
*^  read  to  when  fo  employed.    In  the 
*'  abfence  of  her  daughter,  therefore, 
"  (he  allowed  me  to  entertain  her.  Ro- 
**  mances,  all  we  could  buy  or  borrow, 
"  were  read  over  and  over,  and  liftened 
"  to  with  great  delight,  for  thofe  were 
*^  her  favourite  books. 

''  Mr.  Green,  I  believe,  had  not  for 
•'  fome  years  looked  into  any  book,  ex- 
•*  cept  the  bible  or  his  accounts ;  and 
*'  would  fometimes  fay,  "  They  made 

"me 
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^<  me  fick  of  thofe  things  at  Eton ; 
**  and  when  I  went  to  college  I  found 
*'  no  pieafure  in  them.  When,  there- 
<*  fore,  I  became  my  own  mafter,  I 
*'  threw  them  afide  all  together,  for  they 
**  talked  to  and  plagued  me  fo  muqh, 
**  that  I  have  hated  the  fight  of  a  folio 
*•  ever  fmce.  1  love  converfation,  how- 
*^  ever,  and  delight  to  hear  merry  fto- 
*'  ries }  but  as  for  your  tragedies  and 
<«  love  ditties,  I  deteft  them  ;  they  make 
.•*  me  as  melancholy  as  a  cat ;  feme 
*^  winter*s  ago,  when  we  had  a  deep 
^  fnow,  and  I  could  not  go  out  for  fe- 
««*veral  days,  I  took  up  lord  Surry's 
•'  poems,  and  read  a  great  deal  about 
«^  the  fair  Geraldine,  I  believe  it  was ; 
**  but  I  thought  I  fhould  never  have 
<«  got  the  better  of  it. 

.  *'  Now  the  New  Teftament  comforts 

*'  me;  if  .any  thing  goes  wrong,  three 

VOL.  !!•  G  f'  or 
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^  or  kkst  chapters  make  me  fitrgtt  my 
^  care ;  or  if  I  am  unwell^  which  'don't 
«  often  happen,  I  can  talu  up  mjr  own 
^  book,  be  as  ready  to  die  ^  to  Kve, 
-**  and  my  complaints  feoil  go  offr**  He 
«  was  a  great  gardener,  and  had  the 
^  beit  ihut  and  yegetables  in  the  coun* 
'^  try ;  1>at.  flowers,  he  fidd,  were  like 
"**  phtys  and  romances. 

^  I  petitioned  to  have  a  littk  $ower« 
^^  garden,  which  Anna  and  myfelf  were 
**  to  manage  j  I  was  to  teach  her  the 
*'  florift's  art,  and  we  had  half  an  acre 
^<  fet  apart,  which  I  walled  and  laid  out ; 
*'  I  then  hired  a  man  to  attend  my 
"  horfes,  and  to  do  the  laborious  work 
•*  in  the  garden. 

<*  The  good  lady  of  the  houfe  was 
**  very  fond  of  flowers,  but  would 
*'  never  ftir  one  ftep  towards  raifing 
^l  them,  nor  jever  fexprcfled  awiih  in  fa- 

**  vour 
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*•*  vour  of  them,  becaufe  (he  knew  that 

<^  Mr.  Green  would  never  trouble  him- 

**  felf  about  them.     She  had  been  very 

*^  handfome  in  her  youth,  and  had  a 

**  particular  averfion  to  fun-burns  and 

**  freckles  ;  and  I  never  heard  her  give 

'  '^^  an  order  to  her  houfekeeper,  except 

'  **  to    be    extremdy    careful    how  fhe 

*«  diftilled  the  rofe  and  elder-flower  wa- 

^,"  ter. — She  was  remarkable  for  a  fine 

**  hand  and  arm,  of  which  ihe  was  ex* 

.  *•  tremely  careful;  and  when    I    con- 

<«  fidered  thefe  things,  I  could  not  think 

"  it  wonderful  that  fhe  had  no  predi- 

**  leftion  for  the  cultivation  of  flowers, 

/*  though  fond  to  an  extreme  of  hav- 

**  ing  them  in  her  drawing-room  j  and 

^*  though  flie  would   fit  for  hours  in 

"  an  arbour,  covered  whh  rofes,  honey. 

"  fiickks,   and   jafmine,    enjoying  the 

"  fweets   of    our  labour,   while  Anna 

•**  and  myfelf  were  tying  up  or  pruning 

G  2  "  the 
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"  the   flowers.     When  flie  went  out, 
**  her  horfe  was  confl:anfly  led,  for  the 
^'  exertion  of  guiding  the  animal  would 
*'  be  a  fatigue,    or  the  bridle  might 
<*  harden   her  hands ;    and  '  fhe    con- 
**  ftantly  wore  a  malk  upon  thefe  occa- 
**  fions.     She  was,    however,   a   very 
*^  pleafant  companion,  and  I  never  faw 
**  her  out  of  temper.     She  was  not  ex- 
**  travagant,    and  I  do  not  think  any 
*^  thing  could  have  difturbed  the  pla- 
*'  cidity  of  her  mind,  except  her  work 
''  being  fpoiled  when  near  being  finifh- 
*'  ed,   or  the  houfekeeper's  forgetting 
*^  the  rofe  and  elder-flower  water. 

**  In  due  time  I  received  a  letter  from 
**  fir  William  Coniers,  to  inform  me, 
*^  that  he  had  taken  my  advice }  that  the 
**  lord  deputy  had  received  him  honour- 
"  ably,  and  given  him  a  commiffion; 
*^  that  his  fervants  and  horfes  had  been 

«'  taken 
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taken'  by  Tyrone,  but  releafed  again, 
and  had  joined  him ;  that  he  founds 
upon  enquiry,  that  hia  eftates  had 
not  been  injured  by  the  rebels ;  that 
he  was  preparing  to  fet  out. with  the 
troop« ;  and  that  he  found  himfelf 
happier  than  he  had  ever  been.  Thus 
waa  liatifified  upon  this  young  man'» 
account.  A  letter  from  the  abbef? 
at  York  affured  me,  that  whenever  1 
wiihed  to  retire  from  the  world,  I 
ihottld  find  an  afylooi  ^Mi  her. 

•*  I  paflfed-  my  time  very  pleafantly 
with  the  quiet  family  at  Thrapflon  ;. 
but  the  matter  of  the  houfe  broke  out 
now  and  then  into  a  kind  of  difcon^ 
tent.  As  no  perfon  ever  oppofed 
him,  and  he  feemed  naturally  good-- 
tempered and  eafily  pleafed,  I  could 
no  way  account  for  it,  but  from  the 
waywardnefs  of  human  nature. 

G  3  *^  Onc^ 
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**  One  winter  evening  we  were  fit- 
^  ting  round  the  fire  and  reading ;  Mr« 
^  Green  had  compofed  himfelf  to  fleep 
^^  ui  his  great  armed  chair ;  the  book 
"  being  finifhed,  we  '  converfed  feme 
•*time  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  whcil 
^^  that  was  exhaufted  we  were  filcnt. 
*'  Mr.  Green  awaked,  and  enquired  if 
^  we  had  releafed  the  unhappy  damfd 
^  about  whom  fo  many  tears  were  fhed ; 
^  and  being  told  that  we  had,  anfweted, 
^^  I  am  glad  of  it ;  for  if  I  had  not 
"  luckily  gone  to  fleep,  I  mull  have 
••  cried  too/' — "  But  you  have  never 
**  heard  my  hiftory,  Mifs  YelvertoDi 
♦'  nor  how  a  fellow  like  me  fliould  have 
«*  come  to  live  in  fuch  a  great  rambling 
•*  caftle-like  place  as  this ;  and  as  your 
*'  book  is  out>  I  vrill  tell  you*. 

*'  Our  family  were  fettled  here  long 
'^  before  the  Conqueft  j  and  therefiore, 

"  except, 
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^  except^  perhaps,  a  little  dafli  of  Ro- 
^  man,   Saxon,   and  Dani(h  blood,   L 
•^have  as  much  of  the  true  old  EngUfli. 
"  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom.    How 
"  we  got  on  till  Richard  the  Second's 
"days  I  cannot  exaftly  fay,  but  we  had* 
^  our  ups  and  downs  as  well  as  our 
**  neighbours,,    and    all  of    us    have 
^  been  knighted,   except  myfelf.     In 
"  the  days  of  Richard  the  Second,  we.. 
**  took  the  fide  of  Henry  of  Boling- 
*' broke   (not  for  the  fake  of  getting 
**  any  thing,   but  my  anceftors  knew 
•*  him  perfonally).    Henry,  you  know,. 
•*  got  the  better,  and  we  were  in  high 
**  eftimation  in  his. and  his  fon's  reign.. 
♦*  We  had  five  good  manors  given  us 
•*  for  our  fervices,  and  ftill  kept  on  the 
^^  fame  fide,  fomedmes  up  and  then 
"  down  again,  till  Edward  the  Fourth 
**  was.  king,  and  then  fon^e  of  our  eftatcs 
"  were  confifcated;  but  notfo  many  as 
a  4  "  to 
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•'  to  do  US  any  great  harm.    The  next 

"  heir,     which    was,  my  great-grand- 

"  father,  marrying  an  heirefs,  built  this 

**  place ;  and  he  was  a  friend  of  Rich- 

•*  mond*s  at  the  battle  of  Bofworth, 

'^  where  Humpback  was  flain.    We  loft 

*^  by  this  buflnefs,  as  we  had  been  at 

^'  great  expence  in  raifing  and  main- 

*^  taining  a  regiment,  and  received  no- 

^'  thing ;  for  the  king  kept  the  confif- 

«*  dated  eftates  to  himfelf,  wifely  enough 

*«  I  think,  as  by  that  means  he  gave  his 

•^  friends  no  reafon  to  complain,  for  he 

*'  treated  them  all  alike.   But  my  great- 

"  grandfather  always  lived  in  high  ftate 

*'  and  eftimation,  and  died  at  the  be- 

**  ginning  of  Henry  the  Eighth's  reign^ 

*'  when  my  grandfather,  a  hare-brained 

**  coxcomb,    could  think   of  nothing 

**  better   than  going   to  France   with 

•*  Henry  to  meet  the  French  king.  This 

**  fellow  fpent  two,  nay  three  manors 

•*  upon 
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•'upon  his  own  and  his  followers  backs, 
^  and  returned  not  a  whit  wifer,  but  a 
•*  great  deal  p(s>orer. — Then  my  father 
"  married  a  handfome  young  woman, 
«*who  was  my  .mother.      She  was  a^ 
^.very  extravagant  perfon,  and  had  a^ 
«  Iktle  good  blood  in  her  veins  too,. 
•*  though  not  a.  penny  in  her  pocket;. 
"  but  mind,    I  allege  nothing  againft 
"  her  but  her  extravagance.     She  hadi 
**  a  manor  left  her  by  my  father,  poor 
•^man  !;in  her  own  difpofal  j  and  what- 
**-did  Ihe  do,  but  fpend  every  farthing  of< 
*•  h  in  junketting  and  fine  clothes.     So 
**you    fee    there    were    four-  [ealling: 
^^mer  ihtir  names    upon   his  fingers^. 
**  good  manors-gofle.    If  they  had  beea* 
«  fought  away  inch  by  inch,  or  loft  by> 
•^any  misfortune,  or  divided  by  having ; 
**  large  families,    it   would  not  have: 
**  vexed  me ;  but  for  four  or  five  gene- 
"  rations  back  we  have  had  only  one 
G5;  ;*foa^ 
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^  foil  till  this  pnefent  time,  and  I  have 
^  two  childrcn,^  I  have  yet  a  good 
^  eftate,  it  is  true,  which  I  do  not  live 
^  up  to ;  and  I  refide  in  this  great  houfe 
"  becaufe  I  was  born  here }  I  love  it', 
^  and  would  not  leave  it  on  any  ac<- 
^  county  but  the  pride  and  pleafure 
*•  of  my  life  would  be,,  to  get  my  four 
^^  manors  back  again  i^  for  which  reafon 
^*  I  am  bagging  up  my  money,  in  cafe 
^*  any  of  them  ihould  come  to  ba 
^  fold.^* 

**  But  you  do  not  recolkd,  my  dear 
^  Mr.  Green/'  faid  his  wife,  *^  that 
**  my  fortune  bought  two  of  them 
*«  back/'—^*  Odlb,  fo  it  did,''  he  re- 
plied ;  "  well,  1  did  not  think  of  that 
•*  faith ;  then  there  remain  two  loft, 
*'  and  two  of  the  beft  and  moft  convc- 
''  nient,  for  they  join  the  home  ellate;. 
f*  and  if  I   could  but  get  them  back 

^^  againy 
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^  again,  I  fhoulcLbe.  th^  happieft  fellow, 
"livingj* 

•*"Why  win  you,   my  dear  fir,  fret: 
**  yourfelf,"  laflced.     "  Youacknow- 
« ledge  that  you  rhave  more  than  yoa: 
■*  fpend  'y.  and  bdieve  me, .  if  yoii  could. 
*^  to-morrow  purchafe    the    land   you 
*•  wifh,  yet  fuch .  is*  the  iinperfeftion  of 
**  human  nature,  that  you  would. want 
•'more.     I  have  heard  that  every  per- 
**  fon  wants  ten  thoufand  marks."— 
^  Well,   and  I  believe  ten  thoufand: 
••^marks,  with  what  I  have,  would  pur- 
«*  chafe  them."— -^  Rut  couM  you,  i£ 
•*  you  had  them,  lay  your  hand  upoi^ 
*♦  your  heart;  and  fay,  T  am  contented,^ 
«  r  am  happy  ?^'— «  To    be   fure    F. 
*♦  could,  my  good  lafs,*'  was  his  .reply.. 

«*Bur,  my  dear  fir,  let  me  caft  ujj. 

f*  what  you  poffefs;.  firft,  you  d6  not 

G.6  *«  want: 
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•*  want  money  j  you  have  your  farm, 
**  your  garden,  your  horfes,  of  which 
^  you  are  extremely  fond.  Have  you 
^  not  an  amiable  wife,  fon,  and  daugh- 
"  ter  ? — If  you  have  too  much  time, 
.*^  why  do  you  not  hawk,  fifh,  and  follow 
^  the  fetting  dog  ?  You  like  this  place 
**  better  than  any  fpot  in  the  world ; 
^'  you  have  a  large  domain  for  your 
*'  field  fports  j  you  are  beloved  by  your 
**  neighbours,  and  have  excellent 
**  health ;  but  you  want  oppofition  ;  for 
"  inftance,  if  a  litigious  attorney  were 

*'  to  fettle  in  the  neighbourhood *^ 

<«  —  I  would  fend  him  to  the  devil  di- 
*'  reftly/'  he  replied ;  *^  if  fuch  a  ve- 
^*  nomous  creature  were  to  come  within 
**  tea  miles  of  us,  myfelf  and  my 
**  neighbours  would  be  ruined  inevi- 
**  tably.  As  to  me,  I  fliould  be  quite 
**  crazy.** 

"  Then, 
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**  Then,  my  dear  fir,  value  your 
*'  happinefs ;  for  I  really  never  heard 
**  of  any  man  being  in  poffeflion  of  fo 
^'  much  as  yourfclf/' 

"  But  is  it  not  very  provoking,  my 
**  dear  hfs,  that  we  fhould  lofe  fo  much 
**  of  our  land  in  fo  foolifli  a  manner  ?  I 
**  am  fure  that  if  there  were  fuch  a  th-ng 
"  as  a  ghoft,  my  gfeat-grandfather 
**  who  built  this  place  would  have 
••  hurled  half  the  battlements  of  it  at 
."  his  booby  fon's  head,  for  having 
"  fooled  away  his  money  in  finery  for 
**  France,  flioeing  his  horfes  with 
'"  filver,  and  flicking  feathers  in  his- 
"  noddle,  for  I  am  fure  nature  ftuck  no 
"  brains  there,  the  more  the  pity  for 
**  thofe  who  came  after  him !  Xnd 
"  there  was  my  mother  too,  my  lady 
"  mother  ;  fhe  muft  be  for  ever  jaunting 
^  about,  and  could  not  ride  three  miles 

*'  forfooth 
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**  forfooth  without  having  four  or  five* 
**  men  in  green  after  her  with  filvcr. 
**  badges,  and  a  young,  damfel  or  two. 
**^to  attend  her,  upon^  palfreysr  with. 
**  handfome  furniture  and  trappings. 
**  That  was  the  way  her  money  .went ; 
**  and  thea  ihe  ufed  to  be  fo  delighted, 
"  when  folks  faid^  There  goes  queerL 
**  Green^  which  was  the  nickname  ihe. 
"  was  known  by !" 

**  You  always  mention  your  mother. 
«  fo  difrefpeafully !"  faid  Mrs.  Green. 
**  What  does  it  matter  how  (he  fpent 
'*  her  money  ?  it  was  her  own." — ^^  I£ 
^^  I  do  mention  her  difiiefpedfully,  my 
•*  dear  wife,  it  is  only  among  friends ;. 
**  for  I  wQuld  knock  dowa  any  man. 
^  who  fhould  dare. to  fay  a  thing;to  her 
^'  difcredit. — ^But  I  have  a  right ;  and 
^  let  me  tell  you,  it  was  a  great  mifn 
^  fortune  that  flic  had  it  in  her  powen 
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*'  to  play  the  fook**— **  Oh,  we  have 
"  enough,  my  dear  Mr..  Green,  we  have 
**  enough  for  ourfelvea  and  our  chil- 
"  dren  after  us  L'* — "  Fine  talking  tha^ 
"  my  dear ;  and  you,  Mifs  Yelverton, 
**  defire  me  to  hawk,:  to  fi{h,  and  to 
^  fet  y  but  I  do  not  like  any  of  thofe 
"  amufements.  Hunting,  courfmg, 
^*  gardening,  and  farming,  are  all  my 
'*-joy.'' 

.  **  We  went  on  happily,  and  Anna 
*^  and  myfelf  having  feen  a  grotto  at  a 
**- gentleman's  houfe  were  anxious  to 
*<^have  one.  We  talked  of  nothing 
^  elfe  the  remainder  of  the  winter ;. 
**and  Mr*  Henry  Green,,  having  come 
f^  home  fox  the  vacation,,  encouraged 
^  us,  by  relating  wonders  of  a  grotto 
«  which  he  had  feen  in  Oxfordfliire* 
*V  He  was  a  very  delicate  young  man, 
*^-and.   refembled    his    mother.      Mr. 

'*  GccenT 
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^  Green  was  fond  of  him,  and  looked 

*'  up  to  him   to  carry   the  name  and 

**^  fame  of  the  Greens  to  fucceeding  ge- 

**  nerations.    Yet  he  loved  his  daughter 

*'  better,  for  fhe  was  much  more  livcly> 

"  and  would  have  made  a  much  better 

*' fquire    than    her   brother.     He  vas 

"  timid   and   indolent ;    the  heat,  the 

**  cold,   the  wind,  and   the  fun,  were 

"  continually  putting   him  out   of  his. 

*'  way*     He  could  give  an  opinion  of 

*'  his  mother's  work,  and  it  was  always 

"  judicious.     When  I  played  upon  the 

"  lute  he  would  accompany  me ;    he 

*^  was  of  great  ufe  too  in  arranging  the 

**  flower  pots,  and  had  procured  from. 

**  a  lady  of  his  acquaintance  fome  ex-^ 

"  cellent'  receipts  for  b^utifying  the 

"  fkin.     He  would  procure  us  books, 

"  read  to  us,  and  was  as  fond  of  an. 

•'  adventurous  love-ftory  as  his  mother. 

"  In  (hort,  as  he  never  interrupted  us 

"ia. 
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*'  in  our  a«iufements,  but  often  affifted 
•*  us,  we  liked  him  much.  A  hunting. 
*'  match,  however,  a  long  walk,  or  a 
"  morning's  gardening,  were  pleafures 
**  of  too  robufl  a  nature  for  his  con- 
*'  ftitution.  His  hand  was  white,  and 
"  his  form  jBim  and  deHcatc  j  he  paid 
**  great  attention  to  his  external  appear- 
*•  ance,  and  was  extremely  fond  of  the 
"  idea  of  a,  grotto ;  he  drew  plans,  and 
**  from  his  friends  procured  fhells,  fpar^ 
**  &c.  &c.  As  winter  was  the  feafon 
"for  colle£ling  moffes,  he  allowed  us 
•'  to  go  about  that  bufinefs  by  our- 
"  felves ;  but  was  of  wonderful  ufe  in 
"  affifting  us  to  dry  and  arrange  thenx 
•*  In  a  room  given  up  for  that  pur- 
«  pofe. 

*'  The  next  confideration  was,  a  place 
••  proper  to  build  or  rather  to  fink  this 
^'grotto   in.     Our  flower-garden   was^ 

"  too 
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**  too  fmalU  and  we  had  not  even  a 
**  wilh  to  difturb  Mn  Greenes  cabbages 
**  and  goofeberrics.  One  day,  when  we 
**  wa-e  converfing  about  k,  Mr.  Green 
♦*  faid»  "There  is  a 'place  in  the  park 
*'  where  my  great-grandfather  buik  a 
**  banqueting  houfej  my  father  polled 
**  it  down,  thinking,  I  fuppofe,  as  I  do,, 
**  that  it  was  a  mark  of  his  folly  ;  and 
**  fo  it  was^  fure  enough.  1  remetnber 
**  hearing  fome  of  the  old  fervants, , 
**  who  have  been  long  dead  and  gone, 
•*  fay,  that  there  were  arches  under  it^. 
"  to  fit  in  when  the  weather  was  hot.. 
**  You  may  have  thatj  and  do  what  you 
•*  like  with  it ;  and  the  four  or  five  old 
*^  oaks  will  make  it  melanchcrfy  enoughs 
"  But  did  I  tell  you  of  a  report,  that ^ 
^  one  of  my  manors  is  upon  fale? 
•*  Could  I  but  get  the  money,  what  a 
**  clever  thing  it  would  bel'* 

''  I  have 


MAiD  OF  HONOUR.  ly^ 

.^  I  have  not  fettled  with  you  yet,  my 
••  dear  fir  j  myfelf,  my  man,  my  maid, 
^^  and  my  horfes^  have  been  living  with 
**  you  for  years ;.  and  not  one  farthing 
•^  have  I  paid.'' 

^  Why,,  y%Ii  are  a  great  eater,  my 
^*  lafs,  and  a  great  drinker  \  and  a^ 
•*  this  houfe  is  fo  extremely  fmall,  you 
•*  mud  be  very  much  in  our  way.  But 
*'  let  me  aik  you  one  queffion  i  Do  you 
*5not  read  and  work  with  my  wife? 
^*.Do  you  not  play,  mufick^gjirden,  and 
H  teach  Anna  many  things  I  Do  you 
^  not  like  to  fee  my  farm,  my  cattle, 
?  and  above  all  my  horfes ;  and  don't 
**^yau  talk  a  great  deal  to  me  about 
**  thefe  things^  and  very  much  to^  the 
**  purpofe  ?  And  is  not  this^  enough,  for 
"  the  board  of  yourfelf  and  your  maid, 
^*  and  the  keep  of  your  horfes  ?'* 

^  **But, 
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**  But,  Mr  GreeTi,  If  yoa  viould  let 
**  inc  pay,  it  would  aflift  m  purchafing 
•^what  you  wilh/*  — *'  No/*    he  re-  ■ 
**  plied,  *'  1  will  ncrcr  buy  land  in  that  ^ 
**  way,   Tet  flioidd  the  manor  be  really 
*'  to  be  fold,  and  I  fhould  want  money,, 
"if  you  would  lend  mc  a4!tde  I  fllouUL^ 
*•  be  much  obliged  to  you/' 

**  I  bad  wi  jtten  many  letters  to  my 
**  dear  Ifabelia,  but  received  noanfwcr. 
"  I  drooped  when  I  thought  you  neglefl- 
•'  cd  my  friendfhip  y  and  fancy  fire^ 
**-quently  told  me,  that  my  fuppofed* 
*♦  elopement  with  fir  WiHiam  Coniidra 
"  wa5  the  caufe  of  your  filence*  Thefd 
•*  reflexions  frequently  made  me  mife- 
Arable.** 

**  I  had  a  fum  of  money  by  mre,  and 
**  all  my  valuable  jewels ;   and,  in  thce^ 
"  fituation  I  was  now  in,  fpent  little  j 

«  but 
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<^but  before  we  began  the  grotto  I 
^^  bargained  that  I  fhould  defray  all  the 
^'  cxpences,  and  do  it  in  my  own  way. 
"  Mr.  Green  ftood  ftoutly  againft  it, 
^*  and  wanted  Anna  to  be  at  half  the 
^*  cxpence.  On  thofe  conditions  I 
*'  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ; 
^*  and  at  laft  I  got  the  better.  We 
**  procured  labourers  to  clear  the  buflies 
^*  with  which  it  was  overgrown,  to  re- 
^*  move  the  rubbifh>  and  open  a  little 
*'  rivulet,  choaked  by  fedge  and  ruflies ; 
**  and  as  the  water  trickled  down  a  de- 
*!  clivity  we  were  in  hopes  of  forming 
**  fomething  like  a  cafcade.  After  a 
fortnight's  labour  we  difcovered  a 
«*  Gothic  arch  very  much  ornamented, 
*'  which  we  beheld  with  wonderful 
*«  pleafure,  as  it  was  the  fineft  entrance 
**  imagmable  for  our  grotto.  We  ran 
*«  to  Mr.  Green,  and  begged  that  he 
•'  would  pay  us  a  vifit.     We  Ihewed 

''  him 


4C 
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<^him  the  arch.  *'  Aye/*  faid  he, 
^'  more  proofe  of  my  great  grand- 
^  fethcr's  folly  and  extrayagance ;  To 
**  the  money  went ;  fo  it  went ;  and  if  I 
*^  had  not  given  it  to  you,  my  lafles,  I 
**  would  lay  a  train  of  gunpowder  and 
*'  blow  it  up  to-morrow  j  nothing 
**  fhould  remain  of  my  great  grand- 
**  father's  folly,  but  that  great  pile  of 
**  ftone  the  houfe  ;  and  that  I  love  only 
"  foecaufe  I  was  bom  there,  and  had  fo 
"  much  pleafure  in  running  m  the  gal- 
^*  leries  when  I  was  young,  and  find- 
"  ing  bh-ds  nefts  in  the  park.  I  re- 
"  member  that  in  tlie  place  where  vc 
"  now  ftand  was  a  pretty  run  of  water 
**  at  that  time,  where  I  ufed  to  catch 
**  gudgeons  ;  and  many  a  time  have  I 
**  drank  out  of  my  cap  here  in  a  hot 
**  dav ;  but  that  is  all  pafl:  and  gone, 
*'  and  yet  I  remember  it  juft  as  well  as  if 
"  it  were" but  yefterday  j  and  many  and 

*^  many 
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***  many  a  time  have  I  flipped  the  grey- 
"**  hounds  in  the  park  at  the  hares  when 
*^  out  of  feafon,  and  hid  thofe  they  killed; 
**  but  boys  will  be  boys.  And  when  I 
^  was  in  love,  I  ufed  to  fit  under  thefe 
**  trees  and  figh,  I  hardly  knew  why 
*^  or  wherefore,  and  was  as  whimfical 
^^as  an  ape.  I  can't  think  to  this  day 
*'  fuming  to  Anna\^  what  your  mother 
«*  married  me  for ;  flie  was  a  lord's 
*'  daughter,  had  a  good  fortune^  was 
.  **  wonderfully  handfome ;  and  I  was 
*' always  an  out-of-the-way  fellow.'* — 
'*  But  you  were  a  handfome  fellow,'* 
*'  iaid  Anna,  **  had  a  good  fortune  and  a 
^*  good  temper  ;  and,  I  fuppofc,  as  flie 
.*'  was  turned  of  thirty,  fhe  thought 
*^  (he  might  as  well  have  you  as  any 
^'  other." 

.   ^*  Now  you  have  hit  it,  my  lafs,  you 
^*  "have  iit    it ;   but  if   flie  had  been 

"  turned 
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-  f  turned  of  forty,  and  as  goad  Bu- 
.  t  "  maurcd  as  flie  iras^  I  fliould  have 
'   **  loved  her  ju  ft  as  wc!L" 

«*  We  told  Mrs.  Grem  of  our  fuc- 
•*  cefs  in  finding  the  Gothic  arch,  which 
*'  I  declared  was  the  fineft  fpeciraen  of 
*'  that  kind  of  archite£lure  that  I  had^ 
**  ever  fcen/* — *^  My  dear,"  faid  Mr." 
**  Green,  *'  if  I  had  not  given  that  fpot 
**  to  thofe  laffes  for  their  pleafure,    iM 
•*  would    h^e    demoliihed   it   in   five 
*'  minutes/' — **-  That  would  furely  have 
**  been  a  great  pity,  Mr.  Green  ;   be* 
*•  fides,  you  know  Henry  has  taken  a 
•*  great  deal  of  pains  in  drawing  plans 
*«  and  colleding  Materials.*' — ««  Well, 
**  well,'*  he  replied,  "  none  of  you  find 
'*  fault  with  my  pleafures,  and  there- 
**  fore    I  fhould   do    wrong   to  fpeak 
"  againft  your's,  when  you  do  roe  ,  no 
*^  harm.     I  only  wifh   that  beautiful 
I  ^^Jpecimen 


fdmerjy  as  you  call  it,,  of  my  great- 
•andfather's  folly,  had  been  at  the 
)ttom  of  the  Red  Sea  before  I  had 
;en  born/* 

We  refumed  our  wofk  at  the  grot- 
► ;  and  when  we  had  got  about,  ten 
ct  under  the  arch  we  difcovered  a 
3or  with   a   very  antique  keyhole; 
iTe  conjeftured  that  this  might  be  a 
ace   where    they  kept  their  wine# 
-"  There  is  a  Iarg€  bunch  of  ftrange 
Id-fafhioned     keys/'     faid     Anna, 
mging  in  the  lumber-room,  and  I 
ill  fetch   them/'     We  tried  them 
i,  but  they  would  not  do ;  we  at- 
impted  to  force  the  lock,  but  that 
as  impoffible  j  for  it  was  ftrongly 
oned  by  crofs  bars.    I  wiflied  Mr.^ 
rreen  to  fee  it.     ^*  No,*'  faid  Anna, 
It  this  be  an  adventure  of  our  own*^ 
(Then  our  curiofityis  fatisfied,  then 
oil.  ij.  H  '^  fliew 
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^*  ftew  it  him.  Wc  ordered  the  work- 
•*  men  to  bring  their  pick-axes ;  they 
^^  began  to  lift  and  batter  with  all  their 
"  might,  and  after  three  hours  hard 
'«  work  they  made  a  breach^  and  ia 
f«  another  half  hour  we  could  get  in. 
**  Wc  looked,  but  every  thing  was 
"  dark ;  we  fent  a  workman  for  can- 
<<  dies  and  a  lanthom,  gave  tfaen^  mo- 
'*  ney,  and  fent  them  home.  Wc  each 
'<  lighted  a  candle^  and  put  one  in  die 
^Manthorn;  Anna' went  in  firft,  and 
««  ftarted  back.  "  What  is  the  matter? 
«  what  do  you  fee  ?'*— «  I  thought,'* 
**  replied  (he,  "  I  faw  a  man  in  a  very 
**  old  drefs/' — "  How  can  you  be  fo 
<«  ridiculous  1*' — «' Why,  my  dear  Ma- 
*'  tilda,  I  am  no  more  fubjea  to  fear 
*'  than  you ;  but  I  think  I  faw  a  mania 
**  an  antique  drefs.*' — ^^  Let  me  go  in ; 
<*  I  fear  nothing/'  I  paffed  her,  faw 
^l  the  figure  of  a  man  in  the  robe»  of 

^'  the 
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^*  the  garter,  and  ftoppcd.  Anni  then 
^K  went  forward,  holding  vcp  the  candle, 
^^  and  faid,  "  It  is  a  figure  in  marble, 
*^  with  the  arms  folded,  and  fitting  upon 
*^  a  pedeftal.*^  I  took  courage  and  found 
•^  it  was  fo  J  a  very  fine  ring  was  upon 
*•  the  right  thumb,  and  the  order  of 
•*  the  gayter  about  the  neck.  Upon 
*•  the  bafe  of  the  pedeftal  was  the  fol- 
^*  lowing  infcription : 

«  This  h  the  effigies  of  fir  Edward 
«« Green,  knight  of  the  garter,  and 
**  privy  councillor  to  king  Henry  the 
**  iSeventh.  I  had  lived  long,  being  in 
«*  my  feventy.feventh  year,  when  I  de- 
^  pofited  this  ftatue  here  j  and  have 
^*  been  as  happy  as  mankind  are  per- 
♦*  mitted  to  be  in  this  life  j  for  the 
**  only  difquiet  I  have  felt  proceeds 
^^  from  the  extravagance  of  my  fon.  If 
^^  any  of  my  pofterity  fhould  find  this 
Ha  *•  marble. 
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**  marble^  it  would  be  gratifying  to  my 
"  fpiritj  if  it  were  poflible  for  me  to 
**  know  that  he  conveyed  it  into  the 
^  great  hall  J  but  if  Thrapflon  be  ia 
'^f*  01  her  hinds,  I  reqoiJt,  courteous 
**  ftranger,  that  you  will  faffer  it  ta 
**  remain  here* 

^*  Edwarb  Grebnj  K.  G/' 


'4   : 

*«  We  walked  to  the  houTe  comment- 

*'  ing  upon  this,  dlfcoverys  and  inform- 

*^  cd  Mr-  Green*     ^^  Why  now,   jny 

"  lafles,  is  not  ttiis  all  of  a  piece  witU 

"  the  life  of  this  great-grandfather  of 

*'  mine,   this  kixjght  of  ihe  garter,  of 

<'  whofe  folly.  I  (hall  never  fee  an  endi 

-**  More  ftone  coming  to  this  great  heap, 

*^  Now  I  warrant  that  this  marble  bufiT 

*'  fmefs  coft  a  hundred  marks,  or  more-j 

*'  aye,  a  great  deal  more;  I  will  put 

*^him   into    the    church."  —  ^*  That 

l^  would  be  improper,  I  think,  my  dear,*' 

9  ;*faid 
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"  faid  Mis'.  Green ;  for  you  know  there 
**  is  already  in  the  church  a  very  mag- 
^«  nificent  monument  to  his  memory."* 
**  — *«  Certainly/'  added  his  daugh- 
^  ter ;  **  therefore  do,  my  dear  fir,  let 
"  the  knight  be  brought  here*  Could  he 
*^  know  it,  it  certainly  would  give  him 
^  pleafure.'*-^-*'  What  nonfenfe  is  that 
"  now  V  faid  Mr.  Green  ;  '*  did  he  riot 
**  do  every  thing  againft  me  when  he 
**  was  alfve,  though  he  did  not  know 
^  that  fuch  a.perfon  was  to  be  born  ? 
**  Yet  it  was  likely  that  he  might  have 
:•*  a  great-grandfon,  and  therefore  he 
•*  fhould  not'  have  thrown  away  his 
^*  money  fo  fooli/hly.  No,  no  j  he 
« fhall  ftay  where  he  is ;  I  will  have 
«*  him  bk)cked  up  to-morrow  j  there  let 
<*  him  be  till  another  century ;  and  if 
*'  my  great-grandfon  fhould  chufe  to 
«  lug  him  out,  well  and  good/' 

H  3  «« In- 
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"  Indeed^  my  dear,  you  are  vwong,** 
'« faid  Mrs.  Green ;  "  for  I  tWnk  it 
•*  would  give  great  pleafure  to  Henry 
^'  to  fee  him  in  the  hall.  Tou  knov 
*^how  fond  be  is  of  ftaiuesj  and  let 
^<  me  tell  you,  it  is  no  fmall  honour 

V  to  have  had  a  great-grandfather  who 

V  was  a  knight  of  the  garter }  and  ic 
^^  certainly  might  have  an  influence 
**  upon  our  fon,  to  prevent   his   ever 

V  doing  any  thing  that  might  diigrace 
"his  anceftry/'— "  Well,**  he  laid? 
f  ^  well,  I  can  trace  my  pedigree  beyooA 
''  the  Conquefl ;  and  yet  I  think  at  fomd 
^*  time  or  other  we  muft  have  kept 
^*  fheep,  or  why  am  I  fo  fond  of  farm** 
cc  ing  ?*'— "  Why/'  I  replied,  ««  our 
^*  grandfather  Adam  did  fomething 
<*  like  It,  and  you  might  inherit  thofo 
*'  inclinations  from  him  j  but  if  I  had 
**  the  honour  of  being  a  relation  to  this 
^*  knight  of  the  garter,   I  fhould  -cer-i 

*'  taiiily 


^  o^bly  iQtrodoce  him  kito  the  hall 


to-taorrow. 


ffl 


^^  Well/**  faid  Mr.  Green,  «  I  fee' 
'^  you  are  all  againft  me }  therrfore 
••  bring  him  here  to-morrow  j  but  I 
**  would  rather  yott  had  found  ihfe 
^  title-deeds  of  a  good  manor  that  ttdi 
^  fellow  fc^uandered.'^ 

•«  The  next  morning  the  carpenter! 

^  made  a  frame,  which  they  boarded 

^tDver,  and  added  four  low  wheeig,  t6 

^  CDliYey  the  knight.    The  bafe  had, 

^  from  length  of  time,  funk  confidei^- 

••  ably  into  the  earth  j  It  was  therefore 

*•  with  great  labour  placed  upon  the 

^  carriage,    and  conveyed  fafe  to  the 

^*  hall-door,  when  Mr.  Green  made  hiS 

•*  appearance.     "  Have  you  brought 

^*  him,  my  lads  ?*'  faid  he  to  the  work- 

**  men*      «  Yes,    your    honour,    fafe 

H  4  **  enough  j 


**€sit3^h'^  Emc hit  wacflip  is  at  hetvf 
**  a«  lad ;  an4  ic  wiR  take  all  otiT 
•*  ftreiigthi  to  get  fctm  In.'* — "  Well, 
f*  corne,"  iai«l  Mr.  Green,  ^'  lift  away, 
-**  aatl  fet  Utn  down  here-"  They  fct 
'*  il  down.  ^^  Ic  docs  not  kmk  wetlf 
^  uke  at  up,  and  put  k  down  (Jlm^f^ 
^  bhfm^  juft  liCTe."  The  ftaiue  watt 
^  ag^  HAcd  up^  when  on  a  ftiddai 
*•  the  bottom  of  the  bafc  ga^e  way,  -md 
'*  fucfa  a  quantity  of  gold  cola  fell  out 
^  aa  afloiufttcd  me.  Mr«  Green  ftoo4 
(^Mn  filent  adoikation,  and.  didsoc 
,i*jQCiiovc  a  finger.  "  Now,  fir,.  [j^Va;^ 
**  A^/rf  {/*  i6/>  ^r/w,]  you  fee  why  thft 
^^  noble  knight  of  the  garter  wiihed  t6 
^*  come  here/' — "  Aye/'  he  repUed 
'*^  with  a  figh,  and  the  teaxa  Parting 
.**  from  his  eyes ;  "  aye,  my  lafs,  I  have 
*'all  my  life  been  a  very  ungrateful 
**' fellow/* 

/  **Bags 


'"  '•Bags  were  brought,  and  the  trea- 
••  fure  fafely  conveyed  away;     '^  What 

V  can  I  do  for  you'  and  Anna,  if 
•♦you  won't  let  me  pay  you?*'  laid 
^  Mrr  Green.r— "  Only^  my  dear  fir,  let 
^  me  remain  in  your  houfe  with  your 
.••  daughter  and  .good  Mrs.  Green ;  for 
^hierc  I  am  happy ."^—*«  You  IhsJl  have 
^fome  pocket-pieces,  hbwever,^  faidf 
•♦  he,  and  threw  four  or  five  handfuUs 

V  x>f  the  money  to  Anna  and  me^ 

**Mr8.  Gfeen  VTas  not  at  all  elatecT! 
*Tby  this  difcovery ;  neither  do  I  think' 
*^that  fhe  would  have  been  much  de- 
^^-preffed  at  lofing  the  fame  fuin.  She 
'••went  on  with  her  chairs,  cufliions, 
**  and  fcreens,  .as*  ufuaL  Had  fhe,  in- 
"deed,  met 'with  any  ferjous  misfor- 
'*  tune,  to  have- forced  her  into  adtivo 
^Hfe,  it  might  have  deprelTed  her; 
*"  but'  pafling  her  time  in  a  bufy  kind  of 
ji  5  '*  indolence^ 
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^^^vfaiitea^  amdjr  without  care^  h^  W 

^^  ^mg  umfed  1^  emertaxmog  books*  1 

1       ^  nd  h*>^  good  bcaich,  an  ^y  tem-  I 

^^  ^  prr,  aod  Ml  arafattioti,    (he  iiras  the  ■ 

H       «  When  %Ir.  Greco's  joy  bad  i  littli?  ■ 

^^  1*  fbbfided,    and  hi^  Ytlkgeis  had  de-»  1 

1^       **YOiired  the  beef  and  drank  the  ale  1 

1        ^*  that  he  gave  them  upon  thU  occafton,,  1 

f        ••  he  would   par  the  cxpences  of  the  ^ 

^  grotto ;  he  gave  «  aUb  two  ad:cs  at- 
^tached  to  it,  which  we  beautified^ 
f^and  had  a  very  tolerable  cafcade.^ 
V  The  manors  were  purchafed,  and  an- 
^^otller  added  to  the  original  eftate; 
^^  One  evening  awaking  from  his  nap^ 
"  What  a  wonderful  thing  it  is/*  faid 
^*  he,  *^  that  I,  who  have  been  abufing 
*f  this  great-grandfather  of  mine  for  fa 
^  fnsifiy  years^  fhould  find  him  at  lad 

"the 


^  the  greateft  friend  I  erer  liad  in  the 
^woftld  I  Providence  certwily  put  into 
c'your  heads  the  defire  of  hainng  tr 
^ grotto;  but  facyw Icame  te  fix  upoa 
^'  that  phce  I  know  no^  more  than  the 
^  man  m  the  moon.     I  think  myiielf 
••  very  rich  now  j  yet  I  will  live  as  t 
^  Bke,  and  not  be  pot  X)ut  of  my  imj  j: 
•*  that  wonkl  kill  m^;  but  I  wiU  givt- 
^  more  kt  charity,  a  great  deal  mort^ 
**  than  I  nfed  to  do,  and  I  will  exalr 
**  die  good  old  knight  of  the  gartei*, 
^  fori  will  fix  .him  on  the  top  of  mf 
•*  grand  ftaircafe,  clofe  {0  the  door,  of 
**  the  gallery   whei^  bis  pifture  with 
^  others  of  my  ahceftora  hsoig ;  ahd 
*•  Bpon  the  bale  I  wilt  have  a  Latin  inJ^ 
♦'fcription,  fetting  forth  my  gratitiid^ 
•^  to  him.    Henry  can  contrive  a  Latin' 
**  infcription.     But  I  was  moft  certainly 
**  mad  for  having  that  boy  named  Henry 
^^inftead  of  Edward,   when  we  have 
* '  H  6-  *'  had 
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«<  had  fo  many  Edwards  in  our  familj^ 
^  there  w^  one  as  far  back  as  the  Con-t 
*'  feflbr's  time.  What  a  blockhead 
*•  have  I  been !  and  I  would  now  gire 
^'^thoufand  marks  that  his  name  had 
^  been  Edward." — ^^  Don*t  :  torment 
*f  yourfelf,  my  dear,''  faid  Mrs*  Green; 
**  Henry  is  a  very  good  name.l*— 
**  Why,  my  dear  wife,  it  is  no  torment 
^  at  all  to  me,  but  a  very  great  plea- 
*^  fure,  to  abufe  myfelf  when  I  think  I 
^*  am  wrong ;  which,  as  it  has  turned 
**  out,  I  certainly  was  when  our  fon 
"  was  named.*' 

*<  I  am  furprized,   Mr.  Green,**  I 

•*  faid  to  him  one  evening,  '*  that  you 
**  never  enquired  concerning  my  fa- 
*«  mily.** — "  Why,  I  had  other  matters 
**  to  mind,**  he  replied;  **  I  never  in 
**  my  life  troubled  myfelf  with  other 
«*  folks,  not  !.''—«*  /have  often  wiflied 

<^to 
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^^  to  know,"  faid  Mrs.  Green,  *'  blif' 
**forborc  enquiry  from,  motives  of  de- 
^Hicacy.** 

•  .^*  tb^gaBj-mynarrative^  andthe  mo- 
^mcnt- it^was  finHhed,  he  faid,  "T 
«  acver  was  at  court  in  all  my  life ;  but 
*?  now,  old  as  I  am,  I  will  go  with* 
"  youj.  throw  myfelf.  at  the  queen'S* 
**  foetj,.  and  petition  her.  to  make  yotf 
"  countefs  of  EfFex.*'— ««  My-  dear  fir, 
"  do  not  think  of  fuch  a  thing !  Be-t 
Viide,  you  forget  that  the  queen  has 
^*  been  dead  fome  years/*—**  Truc,^ 
**  he  replied,.  "  very  truej  I  did  not 
*.'  think  of  that,  though  I  recolleflf  it 
"  now  you  niention  it.  But  do,  my 
"  dear  lafs,  do  marry  fir  William  Co- 
*'  piers !  It  would  give  me  great  pka-* 
"  fure  if  you  would  but  have  pity  upon 
^  him ;  and  he  is  as  fine  a  looking  feK 
^  low  as  ever  I  few  in  my  life.'*     I 

"told 
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**  William  Coniers  Aood  before  usjr 
**  the  fame  face,  the  fame  figure^  bur 
^  in  his  addrefs  much  improved.  Mr/ 
"  Green  was  ahnoft  out  of  his  fenfer 
"  with  joy*  **  This  is^  the  man^  thir 
**  is  he,  my  laffes,  whom  you  will-^ 
^*  fo  glad  to  fee.  Heye,  he  has  beaten- 
**  the  wild  -Irifli,  and  is  now  a  capud&s 
<*  I  can  tell  you  that/*  Then  giving* 
"^a  fignifcant  nod^  "  he  is  come  tO' 
"  afk  you  a  queftion,  Matilda.  .Is  no^ 
"that  true,  fir  William  ?**—«  I  am 
*^come,  fir,*'  he.  anfwered,*  "to  pay 
**  my  refpedls  to  you  and  thefe  ladies/ 
"which  I  fliould  have  done  much* 
"  fooner  had  my  duty  permitted."— 
^«  I  have  told  him/'  faid  Mn  Green,- 
"  that  1  knew  he  was  not  your  brother  y 
"  he  was  fomewhat  fliy  the  lafttimc  I* 
"  faw  him  ;  but  I  cannot  wonder  at  it }  * 
'*  for  though  a  man  maybe  doing  right,' 
"  yet  if  he  be. doing  things  fecretly>,he- 

"  can't: 
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^  cSin't  be  perfedly  eafy  I  think ;  but 
^-I  never  tried,  having  never  ha4  any 
^  occafipn  foi.  a  fecret  in.  all  my  life^ 
^.iand  I  hope  I  never  fhall  j  but  now 
^^he  isi  come  fair  and  above  board,  a^ 
**J6ft  William.  Corners,  we  will  be  joy- 
^^.fttl;  the  great  bald-faced  buck, 
V"  which  1  have  kept  fpr  fome.  great 
^^occafion,  ftiall.  diej  to-morrow  ho 
^  dies.^* 

.  '^«  The  bald-£sK:ed  buck  was  killed, 
^  and  the  houfe  filled  for  a  fortnigh^ 
^^with  mufick)  dancing,  and  every  kind- 
"of  amufement.  At  times,  I  had  a- 
^  little  -  converfation  with  fir  William^ 
•*  who  informed  me,  that  he  had  no^ 
M  feen  his  mother ;  that  the  affair  be* 
^  tween  hier  and  lord  Savage  was  gone 
^  off;  that  he  found,  on  infpefting  his- 
^  property  in  Ireland,  and  correfponding 
J*- with  his  agents  in  England,  that  bis- 
...  "  eftatesL 


oomieat 
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^f  &dtf  him  as  one  of  my  beft  friends  ; 
*^aad  if  my  fincereft  regard  was  of  any 
'^iValae  to  him,  I  begged  he  would 
^:  never  mention  the  fubjeft  more ;  that 
^bc  once  did  me  the  honour  to  con- 
^Vfider  me  as  liis  filter,  and  if  he  would 
^^ftiil  allow  me  to  have  fuch  a  claim 
ff.iqion  his  afiedions^  I  fhould  be 
^. happy;  that  the  boufe  was  full  of 
^agreeable  young  women^  and  I  wifhed 
^^c  would  think  feriouily  of  one  of 
¥/them»  I^e  callol  me  cruel,  and  fo 
U\£anhi  but  all  to  no  purpofe;  Iwat 
^,AOC  to  be  moTed. 

.:v.I  was  glad  when  the  houfe  began 
¥to  clear  from  the  croud  of  vifitors, 
^.;that  we  might  again  enjoy  ourfelves^ 
••as  ufuaL  We  refumed  our  work,. 
«*  walks,  rides,  books,  and  garden,  and  - 
^  were  again  happy* 

■ .     i,  -  . 


XQ4  TH^  WITCH,  iCNB  TJir 

"  One  evening,  after  fapper,  Mi^ 
•^  Green  faid,.  **  Sir  William^  now  tbar 
**  thefe  cruel  wars  arc  over^  T  hope  you* 
"  will  fettle,  live  in  the  country «  marry 
"  and  do  good,  and  be  a  jufticc  of 
**  peace.'*— '-Are- you  in  the  cornnuf' 
^  fion,  fir?*'  he  aflted.  "Why*  no; 
"  I  am  not ;  I  never  had  a  turn  for  fudr 
**  things ;  but  I  think  it  right  for  att 
'^  that.  I  am  a  kind  of  idle  fellow,  yer 
^'  always  bufy ;  and  as^  I  find  I  have 
^  hardly  time  to  get  through  my  own 
V  bufinefs^  h  fhoidd  not  like  to  be 
"  plagued  with  that  of  the  county; 
*'  Bcfide,  I  could  not  go  to  a  dull 
^<  quarter-feflions  upon  a  fine  hunting 
"  morning ;  to  fit  upon  the  bench  when: 
"  the  fcent  lay  breaft-highj  would  not 
"  do  for  nve;  1  fhould  lofe  my  health; 
^*  and  my.  farm,  my  garden^  and  above 
"  all  my  ftud,  would  he  quite  negkaed,- 
**  and   every   thing   about   me  run  to 

**  ruin.. 
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^  ruin.rKo,  I  fliould  lofe  the  pleafurc 
^  of  thefe  things,  and  get  in  return 
*'  what  would.be  very  difagrceable ;  but 
"  you  are  young,  and  if  you  begin  in 
^*  a  different  way  from  what  I  did,  things 
**  will  go  fmooth  enough  with  you  ;  for 
**'what  I  do,  is  from  being  ufed  to  it^ 
*'  and  every  thing,  when  we  come  to 
«*^think  about  it,  is  habit ;  it  is  all  habit, 
^*  my  dear  fir,  I  am  fure  of  it ;  and 
«*.  people  may  juft  as  well  get  into  good 
"'as  bad,  or  bad  as  good  ones;  for 
^•itis  nothing  more  than  making  a 
*^  Jaw  with  themfelves  at  fetxing-off. 

.  <*  Now  when  I  was  a  young  man,  I 
^  Temember,  I  fomehow  or  other  caught 
*^  myfelf,  that  is,  I  was  rather  inclined 
"  to  take  too  much  of  the  bottle  and 
•*  tankard ;  and  fo  I  confidered  ferioufly 
/*  of  the  matter,  and  at  lad  made  a  vow 
'**  xo  drink  only  fo  much  a  day  for  cine ' 

**  year. 


l66  THB  WITCH,  AND  THE 

<«  year.  I  think  I  was  at  that  time  juft 
«  three-and-twenty.  Well,  I  ftuck  to 
"  it,  and  have  never  fincc  taken  a  drop 
**  more.  They  joked  me  a  little  at 
•*  firft  i  but  when  they  found  me  ob* 
••  ftinate  (for  I  was  bom  obftinate),  tKcy 
^  let  me  do  as  I  would,  and  I  have 
*^  never  had  any  more  trouble  about  it, 

•'  You  ire  perfeftiy  right,  fir,'"  feid  ft 
**  William  j  "  there  is  nothing  fo  com- 
^*  mendable  as  being  firm  in  our  refcS 
**  lutions  i  for  nothing  can  be  well  done 
^^  without  it." — "  You  do  not  fcem  to 
"  underftand  me,  my  dear  fir ;  mine  is 
**  not  refolution  ;  I  never  was  refolute$ 
**  but  it  is  all  natural  obftinacy,  lor 
**  there  is  no  turning  me  if  I  once  fct 
**  on  J — but  I  always  endeavour  to  con- 
^*  fider,  and  turn  the  thing  in  my  mind 
**  twenty  limes,  aye,  and  twenty  to  that, 
<*  before  I  do  it,  of  let  it  alone.'*— 

«  That 
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^  That  is  '  extremely  proper,'*  re- 
<*  turned  fir  William  j  "  and  I  hope  I  {hall 
"  profit  by  your  examfJe/* — **  Thank 
***  you,  fir:  our  high-flying  folks  are  very 
<*  apt  to  laugh  at  James  Green  ^  but  I 
'^^  have  made  tip  my  mind,,  and  therefore 
^  do  not  regard  them/* 

"**  Another  month  elapfed,  and  I  faw 
*^  with  pleafure  that  fix  William  fhewed 
•♦*a,great  partiality  for  Anna.  At 
<*  length  he  difcovered  the  ftate  of  his 
^  heart  to  Mrs.  Green,  who  referred 
**  him  to  her  daughter ;  the  daughter 
-^did  not  ftart  any  infuperable  objec* 
**  tions,  and  it  was  then  thought  right 
**  to  acquaint  Mr.  Green ;  but  as  he 
••^treated  all  forts  of  fubjefts  differently 
"from  other  people,  and  was,  asliim- 
*^  felf  acknowledged,  intolerably  obfti- 
•♦  nate,  fir  William  did  not  well  kuow 
^^howtobegb.  At  laft  he  made  mc 
^.     :  «*his 


/ 


t58  THE  \nTCH,  AND  TH* 

"  hii  cor.fidr>nt,  and  I  undertook  xc 
"  gi'.;:  Mr.  Green  a  hint  of  the  mat- 
**  ter  ;  fcr  he  ihcjght  cf  his  own  af- 
**  fairs  fo  much,  tha:  they  mi^ht  have 
•*  made  love  a  cozen  ye^rs,  and  he 
**  wouid  fie%-er  have  obferved  it. 

«*  Rixim  T  ''^ith  -:n:  t;ie  ne 3:t  ;i2y  iiLCur 
•*  fcis  f^rni,  I  took  occai'ioa  tc  t't'  i 
•'  grea:  many  hmdlome  things  of  £r 
**  WiliLim  Ccniers,  in  irhich  he  agreed, 
*•  ar.d  expreiTed  his  furprize  tha:  I 
^  would  not  tnarry  him. — I  a^nred  him 
••  I  was  25  obfrinate  as  hinifclf,  and  had 
*•  riken  a  reJci-^Liicn  cevfr  to  many; 
**  but  :hit  I  kne-T  :^r  William  was  in 
*•  4  >Tc,  nay,  that  he  wcu'd  niirry  fcon, 
*•  if  the  father  cf  the  Ia<iy  -would  give 
"  his  ccn&r.: ;  and  then  deiired  fce 
guef*  at  the  perfin. — He  naOL* 
f45oiieJ  a  dozen  zizmts,  but  all  were 
f  wwDg  J  a:  le.-^^  I  tsid  fcua.— "  Oh, 
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^^  it  can't  be  true,  my  dear  lafs ;  fuch  a 
**  fine  young  man,  with  fuch  a  noble 
**  fortune  !'*  I  aflured  him  it  was  fo, 
**  and  that  fir  William  had  made  me 
^  his  ambaflador  upon  the  occafion. — 
'*  He  flopped  his  horfe,  took  off  his 
**  hat,  \viped  his  face,  and  looked  ex- 
•*  tremely  grave ;  then  clapped  on  his 
*'  hat,  returned  his  handkerchief  into 
"  his  pocket,  and  rubbed  his  eyes. — 
**  Are  you  joking,  or  am  I  in  a  dream?*' 
**  I  afTured  him  that  I  was  ferious,  and 
**  that  he  was  perfeftly  awake. — "  Then 
**  what  fays  Anna  ?'*— I  could  not  tell ; 
*'  for  I  was  to  get  his  permiffion  for  fir 
•^William  to  afk  her. — Aye,  as  foon  as 
"  he  will ;  but  I  think  it  is  going  fome- 
**  how  a  roundabout  way  to  court  the 
**  old  man  firft.  I  fliould  not  like  that, 
**if.I  were  a  young  woman.  Why, 
**  before  I  faid  a  fingle  word  to  lord 
**  Vaux,  his  daughter  and  I  had  fettled 
;,  VOL.  II.  I  ^^  it  i 
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**  It  i  and  if  the  old  nobleman  had  rc- 
"  fiifed  me,  I  fhould  have  ftolcn  her 
^'  out  of  the  wmdow.  But  when  will  he 
**  a&  her  ?  I  hope  the  girl  will  not  be 
**  fuch  a  fool  as  to  refufe  him ;  I  hope 
**  not,  for  I  fliould  not  like  to  fay,  You 
**  mt{/l9  youjhall  have  him  ;  becaufe  the 
"  bufinefs  is  to  laft  for  life,  fo  it  would 
**  not  be  right.  Perhaps  as  you  have 
"  refufcd  him,  flie  will  j  but  if  fo,  I 
**  fliould  be  forry,  very  forry  indeed." 
cc  _cc  Then  may  I  tell  fir  William  you 
"  approve  of  it  ?" — "  By  all  means,  my 
•*  dear,  by  all  means." 

*'  We  entered  the  houfe  juft  as  din- 
•*  ner  was  ferving,  and  went  almoft 
**  immediately  into  the  eating-room. 
^*  Two  or  three  neighbouring  gende- 
**  men  fat  down  with  us ;  but  Mr. 
•*  Green,  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom 
^^  of  minding  his   own  bufinefs,   and 

"  eating 


MAID  OF  HONOUR.  #71 

*'  eating  the  beef  of  his  own  breeding, 
"  was  watching  Anna  and  fir  William 
*'  Coniers.  Finding  that  he  looked  at 
**  her,  and  that  (lie  kept  her  eyes 
**  averted,  he  did  not  feem  to  like  it. 
•«  At  laft,  '*  Why,  Anna,  look  at  fir 
**  William  ;  don't  you  think  that  drefs 
<^  of  his  very  pretty  ?'' — Yes,  flie  had 
**  admired  it  before. — **  Well  now,  to 
'*  pleafe  me,  look  at  it  again,  '^  What, 
*^  are  you  afraid  to  look  a  young  man 
"  in  the  face  ?  I  am  fure  you  will  find 
•*  nothing  in  his  countenance  to  fright 
*^  you/'  I  was  vexed.  When  Mrs. 
"  Green  faid  to  her  hulband,  "  Shall  I 
**  give  you  fome  chicken  ?" — *',  Yes — 
**  no  ;  give  fome  to  Anna  and  fir  Wil- 
f*  Ham.'* — *^  I  want  to  help  you,  my 
««  dear,"  faid  Mrs.  Green  ;  «  fir  Wil- 
*^  Ham  and  Anna  will  take  care  of 
«  themfelves."— <<  I  wifh  *&ey  may  with 
**  all  my  heart,"  £ru^biftg  bis  ha7ids'\ ; 
'-    '  11  *M  hope 
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.**  this  vcnifon  is  as  good  as  that  of  your 
**  bald-faced  buck,  but  not  fo  fat/*— 
**  Nothing  like  it,  my  dear/'  rccurnedMr. 
"  Green  J  "but  if  I  had  kno*?;n  as  much 

'*  then  as  I  do  now /* — "  I  under- 

"  Hand  you,  fir,  **  faid  the  gentlman ; 
.*'•  you  would  have  kept  it  for  a  fettef 
**  purpofe/*  Mr.  Green  laughed  viiiknt- 
*Vly  ;  faid,  he  was  the  clevereft  fellow 
,V  in  the  whole  county  at  taking  a  hint; 
<*  and  fliook  hands  with  him  acrofs  two 
^'others.  Happy  was  it  for  Anna 
.*'  when  we  efcaped  from  table,  for  we 
**  had  never  feen  Mr.  Green  in  fuch  a 
*'  humour  before. 

^'  The  next  day  fir  William  made  his 
^'  offer  in  due  form,  and  was  accepted 
**  by  the  lady,  to  the  great  joy  of  her 
♦'  father.  Sir  William  then  left  us  to 
"  gointoSuffex,  and  was  to  return  to 
«  Tbrapfton  in  a  ^lonth.  A  fortnight 
13  **  brought 
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•*  brought  letters  from  him  to  Mr. 
**  Green,  Anna,  and  myfelf.  The 
**  firft  refpefted  fettlcments ;  the  fe- 
"  cond,  I  conclude,  was  a  love-letter-, 
<'  and  mine,  an  effufion  of  friendfliip. 
**  It  told  me  that  he  had  convcrfed  with 
**  his  mother  concerning  her  conduft 
^^  towards  me ;  that  nothing  but  her 
^'  being  bis  mother  ihould  make  him 
*'  wifh  her  crimes  might  be  hid  as  much 
*^  as  poffible  from  the  world  j  that  he 
*'  found  her  health  very  indifFerenr,  and 
*'  that  Ihe  was  confined  to  her  apart- 
♦*  mcnt;  that  (he  feemed  to  grow  pro- 
*^  greffively  worfe,  had  opened  her 
"  whole  heart  to  him,  and  told  him 
*^  that  lord  Montacute  was  ftill  feeking 
*'  my  life ;  that  he  knew  where  I  was 
**  concealed,  and  the  name  I  went  by, 
**  and  was  determined  to  take  me  un- 
*'  awares,  atid  confine  me  in  a  convent 
^'  in  France  for  life.     The  letter,  there- 

*^  fore, 
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'*'  fore,  advifed  me  by  all  means  to  feek 
*^  an  afylum  with  his  relation  the  abbefs 
«•  at  York." 

"  I  determined  to  go  to  York,  biit 
**  firft  to  confult  my  friends.     We  held 
*'  a  council,  and  it  was  agreed  that  t 
•*  (hould  fet  out  in  the  night ;  but  how 
"  to  get  there  without  a  guide  I  Luckily, 
**  one  of  Mrs.  Grecn*s  fervingmcn  had 
**^a  mother  there,    who  kept  a  little 
*^ihop;  and  he  waited  to  fettle,  with- 
"  her,   but   had  not  money  fufficient. 
*'  This  man  I  fpoke  to,  and  afked  him 
**  what  it  would  take  to  fet  him  up  well 
'  *'  in  bufinefs.     He  faid,  fifty  marks.    I 
**  told  him  that  I  would  purchafe  his 
*^  fecrecy  at  a  hundred. — He  replied  by 
♦*  faying,  that  it  was  too  much  money 
*^  for  an  honeft  fecret ;  and-  if  it  were 
**  not;  aaj^"  honeft  one^  he  would   not 
«  keep  it  for  a  thoufand..    I  told  him^ 
14  "he 
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^*  he  fliould  engage  in  nothing  that  was 

•*  wrong  J   but  the  truth  was,   I  bad 

^'  enemies  who  fought  my  life,  and  I 

••  wanted  to  fly  from  them  to  the"  con- 

*'  vent  at  York ;  that  he  nitift  be  fecrct 

*^  in  the  family>  and  fay  that  I  was  going 

'      y"  a  journey  to  fee  fome  friends  in  Lon- 

^'"^f*  don— My  feiithful  Mary,  who  had 

v^  «  fiayed  with  me  durmg  all  the  happy 

"years  I  remained  under  Mr.  Green's 

"  hofpitable  roof,  agreed  to  tnift  her 

*'  fortune  with  mine ;  and  I  was  pre* 

''  paring  to  leave  thofe  amiable  friends 

^*  with  tears  and  regret. 

«  We  dreffed  ourfelves  like  the  lower 
*'  order  of  country  people  j  and  on 
*^  the  third  of  Oftober,  at  twelve  at 
^'  night,  left  Thrapfton,  and  travelled, 
"  as  far  as  we  could  till  day^break; 
"  then  flopped  at  a  little  inn,  wHere 
*'  our  guide  had  orders  to  fey  that  we 

'*  were 


\. 
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•^  were  his  coufins,  and  were  going:  td^ 
^*  York  to  fee  our  mother^ 

**  The  Tefledions  which  poffeffed  my 
♦*  mind  at  this  time  were  very  bitter; 
*'  I  was  leaving  thoie  for  whom  I  hact 
^  the  greateft  afFedion  j.  I  was  going  txf 
*'  acoavent,  which  I  perfuaded  myfelf 
^  was  inhabited  by  the  daughters  of  dif- 
^  content ;  I  was  fufficiently  miferable 
*^  myfelf,.  and  therefore  cheerful  fociety 
"  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to* 
*'  me.  Though,  the  feafon  o£  the  year 
^'-was  extremely  beautiful,  from  the 
"  variegated  foliage,  yet  the  leaves  every 
^  moment  falling  to  the  ground  witb 
^  the  leaft  breath  of  air,  infpired  me- 
*'  lancholy  ideas^  The  whole  vegetable 
^  creation  wa&  finking  into  repofe,  to» 
"  fpring  again  more  frefli  and  beautiful 
^  in  a  few  months:  but  it  is  not  fa? 
^  with  the  children  of  men.— The  hap*- 
I  5;  "  pieft 
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^  pieft  mortal  muft  feel  the  weight  of 
^^  years  and  its  attendant  infirmides ; 
*'  the  rich  man  is  loth  to  quit  his  pof- 
^'  feflions  at  a  time  when  we  fliould 
**  imagine  he  would  be  glad  to  repofe 
^  in  the  arms  of  death,  with  the  hopes 
.  **  of  attaining  a  ftate  where  joy  and 
**  peace  endure  for  ever.  Then  why 
**  did  not  I  remain  at  Thrapfton  j  why 
**  not  give  myfelf  up  to  thofe  who 
"  wiflied  my  death  ?  Its  pangs  are  ge- 
^*  nerally  of  fhort  duration;  why  then 
•'  fly  from  what  muft  happen  ?  I  might 
*«  be  called  away  by  a  fever,  or  an  ac« 
"  cident :  then  why  fly  from  man  ? 

"  Thefe  refleftions,  however,  could 
•*  not  eradicate  the  principles  of  felf- 
*'  preferyation  fo  ftrongly  implanted  ia 
«  our  nature. 
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^  We  arrived  at  York  much  fktigued  j^^ 
^  and  I  went  immediately  to  the  con- 
*«  vent.  The  next  day  I  felt  greater 
^  regret  than  I  thought  it  was  poffible 
**  I  could  m  a  fafe  lituation..  The  idea;^ 
**  of  being  immui-ed  between  walls 
**  caufed  very  difagreeable  fenfations  j. 
«  and  I  began  to  think  a  convent  by  noi 
"  means  fuited  to  my  difpofition.. 

^*  The  abbefe  received  me  with    a; 

**^  great  deal  of  polkenefs  j.  faid^.flie  had^ 

^  received  a  letter  from,  fir  William^. 

*  *♦  Cbnicrs>  which  informed*  her  of  the- 

<*  death  of  his  mother,,  whom  fhe  ha^ 

**  always  confidered^  as  a.  very  felfifc 

•*  woman,,  both  in  regard  to  her  fon^ 

^^  and  the  world  in  general^j.  that  fhe: 

^  could  not  deplore  her  death-  on  that 

.-^jacscattnt,   but  was  happy  in  hearing; 

-that  flie  departed  a  true  penitent; 

I  6.  «'The 
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*'  The  abbefs  feemed  aboiit  feventy, 

•*  was  extremely   grave  and   majeftic, 

*^  but  had  a  kind  of  feverity  in  her  look 

'*  which  did  not  pleafe  me  j    yet  Ihe 

•'  had  at  the  fame  time  a  benignity  of 

*'  countenance^  which  thofe  frequently 

**  acquire  who  have  been  long  fequef- 

**  tered  from  the  worlds    and  whofe 

**  thoughts  are  intenfely  fixed  upon  a 

•*  better ;  nor  did  the  feverity  feem  to 

*'  proceed  from  ill  temper,  fo  much  as 

**  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  her  ftation, 

*'  which  obliged  her  in  the  moil  trifling 

*'  inftances  to  enforce  obedience.     Her 

"  name  was  Howard.     She  alked  me 

*'  if  I  came  aa  a  novice  or  as  a  boarder. 

*^  I  anfwered,  as  a  baarder  who  wanted 

*'  an  afylum  and  a  proteftrefs  ;— that  I 

*'  threw  myfelf  upon  her  benevolence 

*'  for   both,    and   that  I    was    a   pro- 

"  tcftant.~She  looked  extremely  grave^ 

"  and 
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'^  andfaid,  that  fir  Williarti  Coniers  had 
**  not  mentioned  that  circumftancc— - 
**  I  told  her,  I  was  a  perfecuted  being, 
*^  but  not  poor ;  that  I  was  able  to  pay 
"  what  fhe  Ihould  think  proper  for  my- 
"  felf  apid  attendant ;  and  I  wiQied  to 
*'  have  a  feparate  apartment,  except 
"  at  meals.  She  nodded  aflent. — 
'^  Though  you  are  a.proteftant/*  faid 
"  (he,  "  which  is  what  I  did  not  ex- 
•*  peft,  yet  you  muft  wear  the  fame 
**  habit  as  the  cathoKck  young  women 
*'  who  are  boarders^**  I  had  no  ob- 
*'  jediion.  "  You  muft  attend  mafs  re* 
'«  gularly,  and  not  go  beyond  the  walls 
'*  of  the  convent,  nor  receive  any  vi- 
^  fitors,  except  in  my  parlour/^  I 
*'  agreed.  .  **  Have  you  a  voice,  or 
*'  any  kiiowledge  in  mufick  ?"  I  had 
^'  been  taught  mufick  as  well  *as  ta 
^*  fing  to  the  lute,  and  could  accom** 
^*  pany,  or  fing  to  an  accompaniment 

*^at 
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"  at  fight*.    She  gave  me  her  beiie»^ 
^  didion  and  waa  (atisfied*. 

"  When  I  had  been  a  re cliife  near 
"  five  years,  the  abbefs  was  very  ^rneft 
^^  with  me  to  take  the  veil,  which 
^I  evaded  as  much  a&  poifiUe*  t 
"  know  your  ftory  from  your  birth, 
^^  Matilda,  and  as  a  woman  of  hcmout 
'*  will  give  you  my  protedion ;  bot  I 
^  am  old,  and  my  time  in  this  world 
**  is  fhort.  Who  may  be  my  fucceflbr, 
*^  I  know  not ;.  lord  Montacute  is  a  ca- 
"  tholick,  and  the  perfon  who  may  fill 
**  my  chair  may  not  be  honcft.  You 
"  may  be  privately  and  forcibly  taken 
"  from  hence,  and  never  more  heard 
^  of.  Therefore,  my  daughter ,.embrace 
**^our  holy  religion,  and  take  theveiL 
**  You  will  then  be  happy  and  fafe 
^*  from  perfecution.  I  feel  myfelf  not 
**  welLj    and,  as  you  have  condufted 

"  yourfelf 


MAID  OF  HONOUR:.  I  Jj 

•'  yourfelf  properly  among  us,  I  adyife 
**  you  as  a  friend.  This  box  of  powder, 
'*  if  ever  you  want  to  conceal  yourfelf, 
**  will  cflFedually  do  it ;  after  rubbing 
**  it  upon  your  face,  it  will  be  impoflible 
*^  for  you  to  be  known ;  but  at  the  fame 
"  time  refleft  upon  the  peace  and  in- 
"  nocence  of  a  monaftick  life.  I  will 
^^  converfe  further  with  you,  niy  daugh* 
"  tcr/ in  three  days." 

**^  Two  days  ehpfed  j  and,  on  the 
"  evening  of  the  fecond,  I  heard  a  great 
**  buftle*  Upon  inquiring  the  caufe,, 
**  they  told  me  that  the  abbefe  was  takea 
^*  extremely  ill,  and  they  were  afraid 
•*  (he  was  dying.  In  a  moment  I  de- 
^<  tegplned  to  leave  the  convent.  Mary,. 
^  my  faithful  Mary>  I  fent  to  the  man 
««  who  had  been  our  guide,  to  defire 
<'  hiih  to  procure  three  horfes,  and  keep 
^^  them  at  hishoufe  till  we  came,  which. 

^  would 
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*'  tience  for  half  an  hour,  he  arrived; 
**  the  horfes  feemed  to  be  forry  hacks  ; 
'  "  but  the  man  they  belonged  to  aflured 
**  him,  that  they  would  travel  for  ever 
*Mf  he   gave  them    time.      He    afked 
*'  what  road;  I  faid,  fouth.     We  tra- 
"  veiled  till  five  next  morning,   when 
'"  I  alighted,    and   with   Mary's  affift- 
**  ance  coloured  my  face.     In  three  or 
**  four  days  we  arrived  within  twelve 
**  miles    of    Coventry;  and  feeing    a 
"  fine   old  houfe    at  a   fmall   diftance 
"  from  the  road  in 'a  delightful  fitua- 
"  tion,  we  flopped  ;  and  I  told  a  woman 
"  who  appeared  to  be  the  miftrefs  of 
*'  it,  that  I  came  out  of  the  North  for 
"  my  health,   and  fliould  be  glad  if  I 
*'  could  have  apartments,  as  I  liked  the 
"  air  and  fituation.     It  was  inhabited 
*'  by  a  farmer  and  his  wife,  who  faid 
"  there  was  plenty  of  room  and  old  fur- 
*'  niture.     I  agreed  with  them;    they 

"  hired 
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•*  hired  me  a  cook,  and  were  to  let  me 
"  have  every  thing  I  wanted  that  the 
"  farm  produced. 

**  I  now  wrote  to  fir  William  Co* 
*^  niers  and  his  lady,  to  whom  I  fent 
"  my  jewels  by  the  guide,  to  turn  them 
*^  into  moacy ;  to  fend  me  books,  or 
**  any  thing  elfe  that  I  might  want,  once 
**  a  year ;  and  we  were  ta  corfefpond 
"  as  often  as  poflible.  The  farmer  and 
**  his  wife  feemed  good  kind  of  people^ 
"  and  I .  paffed  my  time  in  their  houfe 
"  very  happily.  What  tended  to  pro- 
^*  mote  my  felicity  was,  my  being  aU 
**  ways  alive  to  the  beauties  of  nature} 
"  the  frofts,  the  fnows,  the  refreftiing 
*'  breezes  of  fpring,  the  full  fummer  and 
"  plenteous  autumn,  had  each  their 
^'  feveral  beauties.  The  farm-yard 
"  fcenery  was  alfo  a  conftant  fource  of 
"  amufement    and    reflection ;    and   I 

"  taught 
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**  taught  my  good  farmer  and  his  wife 
*'  many  things  that  I  had  obferved  at 
**  Thrapfton,  and  with  which  they  were 
**  before  unacquainted. 

**  Sitting  one  evening  in  the  Gothic 
**  porch,  I  afked  myiioftcfs,  to  whoih 
**  that  houfe  formerly  belonged.  She  did 
♦*  not  know,  but  her  hufband  did.  He 
"^^  came  in,  faid,  that  he  had  heard  a 
5.*  long  ftory  concerning  it,  and  would 
"  rub  up  his  memory  to  tell  me.  *'  If 
"  the  bufmefs  of  the  day  is  over,  Mr. 
^'  Wright,  will  you  and  your  wife  go 
:<'  into  my  apartment,  and  eat  a  bit  of 
"  fupper  ?  It  will  give  me  pleafure,  and 
*'  then  you  can  tell  me  the  hiftory  of 
**  this  houfe.'* — He  would  go  with  m6 
**  then.  As  we  went  along  the  paffage, 
*'  he  faidj  **  Thefe  irms  belonged  to 
"  one  of  the  owrieris/* — Thefe,"  I  faid, 
*•  are  the  arms  of  William  de-la  Pole, 
;  ^  «  duke 
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L*-.duke  of  Suffolk,  and  thofe  belong  ta 
**  the  family  of  Haftmgs.' — "  I  tiiink 
**  your  guefs  inuft  be  right,  madam^  as 
**  you  flial]  hear  by  and  by/'  When 
**  we  got  into  my  apartment,  *'  Ah," 
**  faid  he,  "  I  have  heard  my  grandfa- 
**  ther  fay,  that  thefe  were  the  rooms  of 
*•  ftatCj  for  he  was  houfe-fteward  here/' 
**  Then  fitting  down,  rubbing  his  fore^ 
**  head  with  his  left  hand,  and  drawing 
**  his  right  once  or  twice  acrof$  his 
"  mouth,  he  began : 

**  I  have  heard  fay,  that  this  place 
"  was  built  by  William  de  la  Pole,  duke 
"  of  Suffolk,  and  that  he  was  a  great 
**  favourite  of  a  queen  whofe  name 
'*  was  Margaret.  She  was  not  a  very 
**  good  one,  but,  like  all  the  reft  of 
*'  the  French,  quite  the  other  way  ;  and 
*^  moreover  it  is  faid,  that  fhe  was  fond 
*'  of  the  duke  in  no  very  honeft  man- 

*^  ner  ; 
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*^  ner ;  but  that  is  neither  here  nor 
**  there  as  to  my  hiftory. — Well,  how 
**  it  came  out  of  his  hands  I  don't 
^  know,  though  fome  fay  he  did  not 
*'  come  by  his  death  fairly.  The  next 
*'  who  was  mafter  was  a  lord  Haftings, 
**  who  was  cut  oflF  too ;  it  then  came  to 
**  his  kinfwoman,  who  lived  here  very 
"  private;  for  her  hufband,  fir  Thomas 
^  Grey,  loft  his  life  at  Bofworth  Field, 
**  which  place  I  know  juft  as  well  as 
**  I  do  this,  having  a  fifter  living  in 
«*  Bofworth  town  at  this  prefent  time. 
**  This  lady  Grey  had  a  daughter,  a 
«•  little  child  at  that  time,  and  my 
*'  grandfather  came  here  a  little  boy  as 
page; 


cc -" 


"  Supper  coming  in,  **  That's  well/* 
^  fee  faid ;  "  for  fomehow  or  other, 
«*  madam,  my  memory  is  rather  muddy 
<«  to*night ;    but   I    hope   your   good 

«•  cheer 


.H.wncB.*-"^'" 
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..  per   a  g'*  ?' led  »  ^'^^  *^f 

"»**'"  «p"    1  nodded. 

cc  off  at  the  page.  ^.tet  v^^s 

.c  then,  this  lady  Grey  s         ^^^^   ^,, 

«  the  f^reft  creatu^^  ;^^^^^ 

.born,  and  hadwooer;^^  Vianet 

.  of  the  country.    ^^^^,^,  only* 
«  fancy  any  one  of  rt^^^^^^kt 

.  young  ^"^S^;;L  Chaloner,"  faidbs 

./n.efee/-;^^^2;ff,  Edward  Cb- 

,.^.fc.     ..  Aye,  Aye^^         ,3  ber  fa- 

Moner.    This  gentlema        ,^  to  theu 

..  vourice,  which  put  al  gen- 

..  ,Us  end,  except  anothe^J  ^^  ^^^^ 

o  kiiieht  too,  au"         „ 

«  tleman,  a  King'  y^j^^e,. — 

..  ,,3---wh.t  a  head  1      ^^^.^^,. 

«  ^.'SirWiUiamSeymour,  ^^  ^^^ 
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*^  Are  you  fureof  that,  my  dear?**  faid, 

*^  the  farmer ;  "  for  I  fhould  not  like- 

*'  to  be  out." — "  To  be  fure  I  am,  my 

"  dear/*   faid  his  wife;'  *'have  not  I 

**  heard  you  tell  it,  and  tell  it  a  hundred 

*'  times  a  year  ?  but  you  are  a  bitter  bad 

**  one  at  people's  names." — "  Well,  fir 

^^  William  fwore   that  flie  fhould    not 

**  marry  any  body  but  himfelf ;  that  if 

*'.any  one  dared  make  up  to  hqr   in 

*'  the  way  of  marriage,  he  would  have 

*^  his    heart's    blood.      At     lad    they 

met  in  a  park  clofe  by   Deerhurft 

**  wood,    and  there  they  fought,  and- 

"  there  they  were  found  dead  by  the 

**  young  lady  and   her    mother,    who 

«*  had  been  fitting  in  a  bower  in  the 

"  wood.    They  found  themjuft  as  they 

"  had  killed  each  other,  and  fo  the  fweet 

'*  young  lady  went  mad,  and  was  mad 

•*  for  a  great  many  years.    At.laft,  one 

"  day  Ihe  got  out,  thinking  nobody  faw 

«  hef , 


€t 
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**  herj  ran  to  the  place  where  the  young 
*'  knight  had  been  killed,  and  jumped 
**  into  the  lake  hard  by.     My  grand- 
**  father  was  the  only  perfon  who  hw 
**  her  go  in*  and,  though  at  fome  dif- 
**  cance,  made  all  the  haftc  he  could  ; 
**  he  pulled  her  out,  brought  her  home, 
**  where  they   took  great  care  of  her, 
**  and  in  three  or  four  days  Jhe  was  jufl: 
•*  as  much  Li  her  fenfes  as  I  am.     She 
"  lived  fome  years  after,  thcugli  very 
**  melancholy ;    never   was  feen  to  be 
"  merry,  but  made  her  will,  and  left  this 
**  eftate  to  fir  Edward  Chaloner's  bro- 
**  ther,  and  it  now  belongs  to  his  grand- 
**  fon.     But  the  young  lady,  w^hen  flie 
"  did  get  her  wits,  had  never  the  heart 
**  to  marry.     Her  tomb  is  now  in  our 
**  church  ;  and  if  you  pleafe,  I  will  to- 
*'  morrow  fhew  you  the  place  where  the 
**  young  knights  had  their  battle." 

"The 
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-  **  The  next  day,  being  Sunday,  I 
*^  walked  with  Mr.  Wright  to  the  fpot 
**  where  the  knights  fought  and  fell, 
"  and  faw  the  wood  where  the  heircfs 
"  of  Grey  had  been  walking  with  her 
"  mother,  the  circle  of  trees  which  com- 
*'  poled  the  bower,  and  the  lake  into 
«  which  (he  plunged.  I  went  to  the 
*'  church,  and  faw  the  tomb  of  **  Blanch 
<^  Grey,  who  departed  this?  life  in  the 
**  fixty-third  year  of  her  age."  If  her 
*'  head  and  heart  were  as  much  aiFedted 
*'  as  had  been  reprefented,  flie  mufl: 
**  have  fpcnt  many  miferable  years. 

*«  It  was  a  great  amufement  to  me  to 
*^  ramble  about  this  fpdt.  The  wood  and 
<f  the  lake  render  it  interefting.  The 
^<  wood  was  very  old,  and  many  of  the 
«'  trees  {Mdurefque.  It  had  been  much 
««  ncglcded,  which  rather  increafed  than 
*«  lefTened  the  beauty  of  the  fcene,  an^ 
^^  added  much  to  the  folemnity :   two 

VOL,  ir.  '       K  '<  young 
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"  young  men  dying  upon  the  fpot^  a 
"  beautiful  woman  frantic  for  the  loft  ^ 
**  of  one  of  them,  and  the  hofpitabie  olc^^  ■ 
»^  manfion,  inftead  of  re  founding  with  " 
**  the  cheering  fong  of  the  minftrci^ 
**  fjlcnt,  except  when  broken  upon  by  ■ 
**  the  long-drawn  figh  and  plaintive  ■ 
**  voice  of  ihe  lovely  Maria's  mother,      * 


«'  In  fctnes  like  thefe^  how  often  have 
"  I  wilhed  for  the  talents  of  the  poet 
'*  and  painter^  added  to  the  wild  genius 
"  of  Lawcs  to  compofe  melodiesj  that 
*^  might  record  the  melancholy  tale  ! 

"  When  I  had  refided  with  the  good 
"farmer  and' his  wife  three  years,  I 
*'  found  that  Mary  had  got  a  lover,  but 
^^  would  not  marry  without  my  appro- 
**  bation.  I  could  urge  nothing  againft 
*'  it.— Farmer  Hawthorn  fcemcd  to  be 
^^  an  honcft  man,  and  I  gave  them  fomc 

"  money, 


I 
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^/  money,  with  which  they  purchafcd 
*^  the  little  White  Cottage.  The  fitua- 
*^  tion  plcafcd  me,  and  1  thought  it  would 
**  be  an  amufement  to  repair  and  Jm- 
^^  prove  it.  I  have  now  lived  man/ 
**  years  a  folitary  being.  Books,  and 
**  many  other  things,  I  have  conftantly 
'*  received  from  my  friends  the  Conicrs ; 
*'  our  friendftiip  will,  I  hope,  ever  re- 
**  main,  and  yet  we  may  never  meet 
«'  here.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Hawthorn 
^was  a  fcvere  lofsj  but  my  afFedion 
'*  for  her  I  endeavoured  to  transfer  to 
'*  her  children,  and  have  given  them 
«'  forae  ufcful  knowledge. 

;  '*  My  will  is  inclofed  in  a  fmall  ca« 
««  binet,  with  a  letter  to  fir  William 
*'  Coniers,  and  diredions  to  the  farmer 
V  to  convey  thofe  papers  and  my  will  to 
'I  him. 

.  .  (Signed) 

f^  Matilda  DEVEREuXt 
K  2  **  Written 
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*'  Written  by  lady  Matilda  Devertujc 
**  after  Ihc  went  to  Coombc  Abbey* 


I 


««  So  foon  as  my  joy  will  permit^  my 
**  dear  U^iy  Harringcon,   I  take  up  my  _ 
"  ptn  to  write  what  I  fliould  be  prc^^ 
*^*  vtntrd  from  fayingj  by  an  odd  kind 
**  of  choaking  in  the  throat,   which 
**  very  apt  to  fpoil  my  eloquence;   this, 
**  however^  will   I  hope  prove  to  you, 
•*  that  notwith Handing  youth  has  long 
«  fincc  left  me,  ihc  buffets  of  the  world 
«  have  not  blunted  my  feelings. 

«'  Had  I  not  been  difcovered  by  you, 
*«  I  fliould  foon  have  left  my  little  habl- 
«« tation.  My  friends  fir  William  and 
♦<  lady  Coniers  arc  now  in  Ireland,  in- 
«'  fpcfling  their  property,  and  vifiting 
«  their  friends.  When  he  had  heard  of 
«  the  death  of  lord  Montacutc,  he  would 
«  have  come  for  me  himfcif.     I  muft 

«*  leave 
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«  leave  you,  my  dear  lady  Harrington; 
*•  but  will  take  part  of  your  family  as 
**  hoftages  for  my  return. 
"  Adieu, 

"  Matilda  Devereux/' 


**  So  ends  the  hiftory^of  lady  Matilda 
:^*  Devcreux  l'*^  faid  captain  Harrington, 
as^he  laid  the  manafcript  upon  the  table; 
"  and  I  hope  we  (hall  foon  fee  her 
♦*  again.*'  —  *«  I  hope  fo,'*  faid  lady 
Harrington ;  **  but  if  they  fhould  not 
•*  return  in  a  few  weeks,  and  you  ihall 
♦'be  fufficiently  recovered,  Elizabeth, 
V  I  think  to  join  them  in  London."— 
«  The  bed  fcheme  in  the  world,"^  (aid 
the  captain ;  "  and  as  my  fitter  has  only 
**  one,  two,  three,  not  more,  however, 
"  than  eight  or  nine  beautiful  marks 
"  upon  her  face,  I  think  (he  would  have 
•*  no  objcftion." — "  Bur  1  think,  Mr. 
**  Captain,"  faid  Elizabeth,  "  that  your 
K  3  ,  "  fuptriors 
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**  fuptriors  ought  to  be  confultfd  bf- 
**  fore  this  fchemc  is  put  into  execu- 
«  tbn/'— "  Oh/'  replied  he,  *«  I  fhail 
^*  confylt  my  colonel  this  very  after- 
"  noon,  by  writing  a  letter  and  fending 
*'  it  poll/'  rl 

In  A  few  days  a  nicflfcnger  arrived, 
and  brought  word,  that  lady  Matilda 
would  be  obliged  to  go  into  SuflTesr,  lo 
take  poflefTion  of  her  houfc  and  cftatCi 
late  the  property  of  lord  MontacuEe. 

In  the  evening  came  farmer  Haw- 
tliorn  to  inform  them,  that  a  gentleman 
was  come  to  inquire  after  the  perfon 
whom  they  now  called  lady  Matilda 
Devcreux;  that  he  did  not  know  which 
way  (he  was  gone,  though  his  daugh- 
ter Jenny  faid  fhc  was  gone  for  London ; 
and  that  the  gentleman  faid  his  nam^ 
was  Corners.  "  Fly,  John/'  faid  lady 
HarringtoD,  "  and  bring  him  to  us/* 

In 
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Ifihalf  an  hour  the  captain  returned  and 
introduced  fir  WiUiam  Conicrs,  wha 
was  received  with  great  pkafure  by 
lady  Harrington.  The  ftory.  of  the 
witch  was  circumftantially  related  j  and 
he  informed  them^  that  previous  to  his 
going  to  Ireland  he  had  many  ferious 
converfations  with  lord  Montaeute ; 
that  he  had  within  the  lad  ten  years  loft 
his  two  ibn8>  who  both,  died  umnarried> 
and  on  that  account  lady  Matilda  was  his 
natural  heir^  that  fir  William  faw  lord 
Montaeute  began  to  relent  towards 
hdy  Matilda>  and  to  feel  that  fhe  was 
his  relation.  In  that  ftate>  therefore^  he 
thought  it  much  better  to  fooch.  him; 
and  he  fo  far  got  the  afcendancy,  as  to 
perfuade  him  to  go^to  the  church  where ' 
her  mother  was  buried*  There  read- 
ing the  infcription  upon  the  monument, 
feeing  upon  it  thefe  words,  "  Cut  ofi^at 
the  age  of  eighteen,"  and  then, 
K  4  "  leaviDg 
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**  ktving  an  infiiit  daughter  to  bewail 
**hff  loft/*  ic  fccmed  to  touch  him 
nearly.  Sir  William  then  had  the 
wffin  bpC5cd,  ami  the  parchment  which 
fir  John  Markham  depofitcd  there. 
tt$^t  which  proved  too  much  for  the 
©Id  lord's  tVt lings*  He  cried  like  a 
child  ;  in  which  frame  of  mind  fir  Wil- 
Itim  tefc  him,  and  fet  out  with  hia 
(amil^  for  Irctand.  On  his  return  he 
m€i  a  meflenger^  who  informed  him  of 
lord  Monutute's  death.  Lady  Conitri 
and  her  family  were  gone  forward  to 
SufleX)  and  fir  Wiliam  had  come  to 
Coombc  in  fcarch  of  lady  Matilda,  whp, 
he  was  happy  to  find,  had  fo  many  good 
friends  about  her,  and  that  fhe  was 
gone  to  take  poflcflion  of  her  fortune. 

The  next  morning  he  took  a  view 
of  the  White  Cottage,  and  followed 
lady  Coniers. 

Lady 
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Lady  Harrington  in^a  few  weeks  fet» 
out  for  London ;  but  finding  the  party 
had  left  it,    they   followed  thenv  iota, 
Suflex,  and  reached  the  noble  old  man-, 
lion  of  the  Brownes,  of  which  lady  Ma* 
tflda  was  now  miftrefe,  and  were  re*, 
ceived   by   her  with  all  the  joy   thac 
friendfliip  could  infpirc. 

Lady  Harrington  one  day  faid  to  her 
friend,  "  I  wi(b,  niy  dear  lady  Matilda, 
*^  that  this  whimfical  old  lord  had  not 
**  left  you  this  magnificent  place,  for 
"  then  we  might  have  had  fome  chance 
*'  of  your  living  with  us  at  the  Abbey.** 
— *'  I  (hould  have  been  extremely  happy 
"  with  you,"  returned  lady  Matilda ; 
**  but  as  the  man  did  take  the  whim 
"  into  his  head,  I  will  certainly  end  my 
*^  days  here.  This  fpot,  my  dear  friend, 
^^  was  the  birth-place  of  my  anccftors, 
^'  My  grandfather,  I  have  heard,  was  a 
'*  very  gallant  fea-officer,  who  fought 
^'  and  died  nobly  in  defence  of  his 
K  5  "  country. 
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country.  His  memory  will  always 
"  be  pariiculariy  dear  to  me,  bccaufc 
*•  he  was  loyal,  brave,  and  poor ;  and  I 
"  am  alTured  that  he  was  providentially 
'*  laid  upon  the  bed  of  honour  (he  died 
^<  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  which  is 
•'  certainly  honourable),  when  I  reflcft 
^'  what  a  high-fpiriced  man  mud  feel 
"  at  being  neglefted  by  his  relations  for 
"  marrying  a  woman  of  fmall  fortune, 
•'  when  his  own  was  not  larger.  With 
*'  my  mother's  ftory  you  are  well  ac- 
«'  quainted ;  and  happy  was  it  for  her 
*♦  that  flie  left  this  troublcfome  world 
**  fo  young ;  for  why  fhould  we  be 
"  afraid  of  dying,  **  feeing  that  death, 
"  a  neceflary  end,  will  xome  when  it 
•«  will  come  ?"  and  here,  my  dear  lady 
*»  Harrington,  I  intend  my  old  bones 
**  ftiall  lie.  Your  charming  family,  the 
**  Conicrs,  and  as  many  as  I  can  enjoy, 
*^  I  will  fee  J  but  I  hate  the  flattery  of 
^  unmeaning  people,  and  do  not  like  to 

«bc 


••'be  perpetually  in  company.  No,» 
^  the  remainder  of  my  life  (hall  be 
**  (pent  in  what  I  call  an  elegant  retire- 
*^  ment.  To-morrow  I  will  fettle  my 
**  affairs  with  you^  then  all  my  other 
*^  worldly  concerns,  and  I  fliill  aftcr- 
^  wards  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  prc- 
**  pare  myfclf  for  a  better  worlds  exer- 
*^  cife  my  benevolence  among  my  poor 
"  neighbours,  and  amufe  myfelf  in  my 
"  own  way^i.  for  I  am  now  old  and  too 
^  obftinate  to  be  put  out  of  it.  Simple 
**  amufements  and  fimple  pleafurcs  arc^ 
**  the  joy  of  our  childhood,  and  the 
**  comfort  of  declining  age, — My  farm 
**  and  my  garden  arc  objects*  which  will 
**  take  up  much  of  my  leifure  in  the  fine. 
**  feafon ;.  and  I  truft  my  library  and 
*'  work  will  employ  me  in  bad  weather.. 
"  Thus  I  intend  to  divide  my  time,  till 
•*  amuftmcnt  and  life  (hall  end  together/* 

K.  6  The 
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.  The  next  day  lady  Matilda  was  rc- 
folved  to  fettle  ber  familjr  afiairs,  and 
ladjr  Harrington  gave  her  up  the  tide- 
deeds  of  her  eftate.  "  Thcfc,"  (he 
faidj  takmg  tbem>  **  (hall  go  to  diat 
*^  good  man»  my  father's  relation^  Mr. 
•'  Devereux ;  I  have  more  from  lord 
<<  Montacute  than  I  can  fpend.  Do  not 
•«  give  me  any  money,  lady  Harrington, 
«*  for  I  am  well  aflured  of  your  having 
'*  been  a  faithful  fteward,  and  will  take 
'^  no  account  of  it  j  but  requeft  it  as  a 
«»  favour,  that  you  will  give  it  to  your 
«'  daughters,  as  a  proof  of  my  fricnd- 
**  ihip  to  their  mother," — "  My  dcac 
«*  madam,  you  are  not  aware  what  a 
*'  fum  you  have  to  receive/'—"  Give 
•'  it  to  your  daughters,  fey  dear  lady 
"Harrington;  arid  if  it  were  three 
"  times  as  much,  I  fhould  rejoice :  as 
"  they  are  upon  the  eve  of  marriage, 
"  permit  me  to  add  it  to  their  for- 
"  tunes." 

"So 


MAID  OF  UOnoeVL.  ^6$ 

"  Sa  foon  as  wc  arrive  at  the  Abbey, 
<<  lady  Matilda,  the  weddings  will  take 
"  place ;  and  nothing  could  make  me  fo 
«*  happy  as  your  accompanying  us/'i— 
^^  If  I  can  add  to  your  happinefs,  it  muft 
"  give  me  pleafure  5  therefore  I  attend 
^  you.'' 

They  departed  for  the  Abbey,-  ac- 
companied by  lady  Lifle  and  her  daugh- 
ter, colonel  Vere,  and  fir  Henry 
Wingfield. 

Bridget  was  determined,  the  day 
after  their  arrival,  to  ftep  to  farmer 
Hawthorn's,  and  carry  a  letter  from  his 
daughter,  whom  lady  Matilda  had  left 
ill  in  SuiTex.  She  had  not  got  two 
hundred  yards  on  her  way  through  the 
park  when  (he  met  with  the  head  keeper. 
*♦  Ah,  Mr.  Jones!  how  do  you  do? 
*^  You  know,  Mr,  Jones,  that  every 
**  body  is  going  into  the  world  except 
5*  you  and  !.'*---*«  What,  is  the  old  wo-* 

*«  man. 
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**  imn^  the  lady  I  mcan^  chat  lived  in  the 
•«  White  Coctagej  goiog  to  marry  ?"  — . 
**  Blefs  your  lieart,  noj"  iaid  Bridget ; 
"  but  all  our  young  gentry  are^  except 
**  the  captain.  Well,  we  Ihall  have  fine. 
••  triuirphing  and  f]7ing  of  bread.  As 
"  fcr  mylelf^  I  fliall  give  up  being  wait- 
**  ing- gentle  woman,  and  live  upon  my 
**  means  i  for  by  good  houJcwifery  ] 
'*  have  picked  up  enoogh  to  keep  me 
**  comfcrtabiT  as  long  as  I  five."— 
••  Poh,  neter  give  i:up;  why,  you  look 
"  no.v  as  fit  fcr  your  place  as  ever  yau 
•■  diJ,  ir.d  in  my  mind  as  fireSi  as  ever/' 
A  bcY  carr.e  up,  and  was  telling  rhe 
kf  epcr  ±a:  ::e  hid  marked  off  the  fiwr.s, 
•  Weil,  child, '  feid  Bridget,  "  and 
••  wLit  if  ycu  have  :  Tea  ihould  never 
•■  difturb  TOUT  mafter  when  he  is  bufy/' 
Why,  he  nJ"d  me  to  come,"  laid 
boy,  *<  when  I  had  marked  them 
^ras  to  live  i  or  how  fiioidd  nr 
•w  when  wc  cc  right  r"  —  •Go, 
i-ecr  ^ki  the  keeper,  ••  I  wiD  give 

<*fiLnbcr 
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*'  farther  orders  by  and  by/'  —  "  It  is 
"  very  lonely  walking, acrofs  the  park,*" 
faid  Bridget  j  '*  thefe  great  trees  look  f(> 
•'  melancholy  to  me  who  have  been  iiv 
^^  London  j  but  I  tnuft  go  and    carry 
'*  farmer    Hawthorn  a  letter  from  his 
"daughter  Saliy." —  " How  does  that 
"  pretty   clierry-cheeked  girl  do  ?"  — 
'*  Why,  flie  has  not  one  farthing's  worth 
"  of  beauty  about  her."  —  "  Well,'*  lie 
**  faid,  **  there  may  be  othcrs^  as  clever 
**  as  (he  5  nay,  I  know  thofc  that  I  fhduld 
•'  like  better  in  the  way  of  marriage  % 
"  but  (he  is  a  fmart  lafs  for  all  that/*  — 
"  Yes,  but  you  can't  think  what  an  ex- 
**  cellcnt  place  fhe  has  with  lady  Ma* 
"  tilda,     Sally  would  not  leave  her  to* 
"  be  a  queen/*—"  She  won't  have  the 
"  trial    of  that,  Mrs.  Bridget  -,  but  if 
"  you  are  fo  melancholy^  (hall  1  walk 
«5  with  you  ?"  — "  Yes,  if  you  pleafcj 
"  for  *cis  very  lonejomi  going  by  one's 
?'fclf/* 

':.;...  -••■■•  the 
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The  r^rmer  gave  them  fomc  cakes  ami' 
ajijg  of  ale,  and  they  ict  out  an  their  ^ 
way  home  in  good  fpirits,  ^*  I  ha«  a^ 
^  thought  juft  come  into  my  head/'  (M 
the  keeper.  **  1  think  you  and  I  would ^ 
«  make  an  excellent  match ;  if  the  rich^ 
«f  folks  marry,  why  may  not  poor  ones?''^' 
—  w  Not  fo  poor  neither,"  faid  Bridget, 
He  did  notfuppofe  fhe  was;  but  they  coold ' 
not  put  themfdvcs  upon  a  par  with  lords ' 
and  ladies,  —  No,  no,  to  be  fure.  —  He 
had  bought  a  little  place  worth  firc"^ 
pounds  a  year,  from  thefavings  of  a  good  . 
many  years  hard  labours  yet  he  was 
young  enough  and  ftrong  enough  to  be 
keeper  twenty  or  thirty  years  longer  >. 
aye,  or  forty  j  indeed,  he  could  not  fay 
how  longy  for  he  felt  himfclf  quite  hale 
and  hearty.  "Now  what  do  you  fay  to  it  ? 
"  come,  don*t  be  long  confidering ;  for 
**  once  before,  fifteen  years  ago,  a 
*'  wife  flipped  through  my  fingers  when 
«'  I  thought  myfclf  furc    of    her/*  — 

«*  Ah  !"  faid  Bridget, ''  how  was  it  ?*'— 

cc^hy 
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**  Why,  when  the  day  came,  which  Ilic 
'*  had  appointed  herfelf,  I  put  on  my  bcft 
'*  clothes,  with  the  ring  and  every  thing 
*•  in  my  pocket,  and  walked  four  miles 
**  to  her  father's  houfe  i  but  on  my  go- 
'*  ing  up  to  her,  (he  looked  at  me  as 
'^  grim  as  a  cat,  and  told  me  that  I  was 
"  too  late,  for  fhe  had  married  a  gentle- 
"  man's  butler/'—-"  And  what  did  you 
*<  do  ?"  —  **  Why,  I  went  into  a  mortal 
^'  paOTion  h  the  houfe  was  full  of  folkt^ 
<^  and  they  all  laughed  i  however,  I  al-^ 
"  moft  broke  his  bones,  (the  fellow  that 
^'  married  her  I  mean,)  came  home  with 
*'  my  clothes  fpoiled,  and  went  to  bed, 
'*  where  I  lay  three  or  four  days  fulky. 
«<  At  Uft  I  got  the  better  of  it,  and 
^^  whittled  and  went  about  my  bufineia 
"  as  ufual  5  but  I  could  not  get  it  out  of 
"  my  head  for  a  long  time.*'  —  "  It 
<<  mud  be  a  fad  thing  to  be  crofied  in 
"  love,*'  faid  Bridget.  Aye,  he  faid, 
fo  it  mufti  but  this  coukl  not  be  called  - 

croffed 
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croflcd  in  lovcy  it  was  only  crofled  in 
marriage,  for  fure  enough  if  the  girl  had 
died  with  a  broken  heart  he  mud  have 
died  too ;  as  it  was^  he  was  only  in  a 
pafl:on>  and  could  hare  flayed  them  all 
alive.  After  a  great  deal  of  converfatioA 
concerning  the  fettlement  of  their  goodfs 
they  agreed  to  marry,  and  to  have  every 
thing  written  down  in  Hack  mdwbife.  ^ 

In  the  evening,  Bridget  communicate 
ed  this  momentous  affair  to  her  yoiiAg 
ladies,  who  had  no  objection,  and  iprro- 
mifed  her  their  patronage*  She  then 
talked  of  having  every  thing  fecded  un- 
der his  hand  upon  paper,  or  no  going 
to  church  for  her  i/afe  bind  fafe  find,  and 
both  gentle  and  fimple  (houid  make  the 
beft  bargain  they  could.  *'  Why,  yoii 
*«  talk  of  bargaining/*  faid  Matilda, 
*'  as  if  you  were  buying  and  felling  lhcep> 
*'  and  not  as  if  you  were  to  pafs  your 
«  life  with  a  faithful  friend."  —  As  to 
that,  (he  had  heard  that  folks  were  not 

always 
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always  friends  when  ^cy  had  married  5 
and  as  for  being  faithful,  (he  would  truft 
a  dog  for  that  before  any  man  in  Eng- 
land. She  then  confcffed  that  (he  was 
forty- nine  laft  April  5  but  Ihe  fhould 
noc  care  who  knew  her  age  when  once 
(he  was  fafe  in  the  park-houfe^^  She 
then  left  the  room  in  perfe£fc  gooid*bu« 
mour  with  herfcif  and  all  the  worlds 

"  Happy  creatures  that  we  are  V^ 
ikid  Mifs  Harrington.  ^*  Bridget's  con* 
*^  fcquence  has  ever  appeared  to  mc  to 
**;irifc  froni  her  looking  ten  years 
«*  younger  than  (he  really  is.'*  —  "  It 
«*  matters  not/'  replied  her  fitters ;  **for 
f^  mankind  in  general  are  a  yain*glo- 
*f  rious  race ;  and  if  a  duchcfs  be  fond 
«*  of  her  elegant  form,  why  (hould  not 
"Bridget  pique  herfcif  upon  her  ftrong 
"white  teeth,  and  her  round  plump 
"jovial-looking  face?  Is  it  not  as 
"  natural  and  quite  as  fenfible  ?  We 
*^  are  all  alikci  my  dear  fitter,  however 
'/ .    ^  ''  « different 
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'*  difTcreiit  our  firuations  in  life  i  and  i?c 
**  have  ail  fomething  to  wifh  for,  fomtf^ 
'*  ihbg  to  be  pfoud  of,  and  fomething 
'*  to  regret/' 

^^  And  what  have  you  to  regret  ?"  faid 
Matilda.  **  The  dear  delightful  dgys 
*'  of  childhood,  which  Ihofeztth^  fame 
**  time  may  never  return  i  but  I  will  not 
**  ttnricipatc  cvili^  and  foj  good  night  If f. 

J 

The  lawyers  at  laft  fent  down  the  ftt* 
tlcments,  which  were  figned,  fealed^and 
delivered  J  in  due  fornix  Mrs.  Bridge  t'l 
,wcrc  figned  in  her  way  y  (he  received 
the  old  wardrobe^  a  cow  to  keep  in  the 
park,  and  many  other  prefents,  ivhicfi 
were  very  agreeable  to  her. 

They  all  went  to  the  parifli  church> 
where  the  ceremony  was  performed  by 
the  good  Mr.  Buder.  Lord  Harrington 
gave  away  his  fon  and  his  daughters^  TJie 
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captain  prcfcntcd  Mrs.  Bridget  to  Mr* 
Joxics  the  park-keeper.  Great  hofpicaiity 
and  good-humour  reigned  at  the  Abbey 
for  fome  time,  after  which  lady  Matilda 
went  to  her  old  manfion  in  Suflcx,  to 
gladden  the  poor  5  lady  Lifle,  with  her 
fon  and  daughter ,  co  her  join  cure- hou{e ; 
tolonel  Vcrc  and  his  bride  to  lord  Ox- 
ford's J  and  fir  Henry  Wingfield  carried 
the  elegant  Matilda  to  his  feai  in  Suffolk. 
Lord  and  lady  Harrington  remained 
quietly  at  the  Abbey,  difFijfmg  bleffings 
iaround  them  i  the  captain  was  occafion- 
ally  with  them  and  with  his  regiment. 

Hiftory  farther  informs  us,  that  the 
above -mLntioncd  perfonages  were  a$ 
happy  as  i^  is  poffiblc  for  human  crea- 
tures to  be  i  that  they  gradually  funk 
into  their  peaceful  graves ;  and>  as  is 
generally  the  cafe,  many  of  their  greats 
grandfonsand  great- grand-daughtcxs  ar^ 
living  at  this  day. 
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.^THE    AUTHOR'S  APOLOGY. 

I  AM  under  terrible  apprehcnfiomi 
Ifcouneous  and    indqlgenc  Reader^    that 
Fyoa  arc  not  plcaicd  widx  my  work  oq, 
^tmny  accounts.  i, 

Firft,  It   contains,   I  am  afraid^  tdoj* 
[inany    fcrious     common-place    reflec- 
nEions. 

Secondly,  the  horribly  grand  is  not 
fufficiently  worked  up  to  make  your 
hair  ftand  on  end,  your  flcfti  creep  upon 
your  bones,  or  your  eye-balls  ftart  from 
their  fockets  5  all  which,  I  fuppofc,  are 
very  agreeable  fenfations ;  I  fuppofe 
this,  I  fay,  becaufe  I  never  had  the  feli- 
city of  feeling  them. 

Thirdly, 


t  "I  1 

Thirdly,  I  am  apprchcnGvc  that  there 
is  not  love  enough  j   fuch  as  converfa- 
cions  upon   that  fubjed  which  might 
enliven  or  deprefs  the  fpirits  for  four 
or  five  hundred  pages  together,   and  at 
laft  leave  the  fair  tender-hearted  reader 
in  tears.     If  I  could  have  fucceeded  in 
the  pathetic,  however  fertile  my  imagi- 
nation and  tender  my  feelings  may  be, 
yet  I  never  could  have  written  them; 
for  know,  gentle   compaffionate  Lady, 
that  I  wear  fpeftacles.     I  muft  have 
taken  diem  off,    pulled  my    cambric 
handkerchief  out  of  my  pocket,  and 
wiped  the  tears  from  them  every  two 
minutes.      Under  fuch   circumftance3, 
the   work  would  never  have  been  ac- 
compliftied. 

Fourthly,  if  I  bad  ever  feen  a  ghoft, 
or  any  thing  like  one,  you  Ihould  have 
had  it*    But  not  having  a  proper  idea 
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of  ooe«  I  fhoiild  have  madci  at  bcft,  but 
aitBKHtural  thing  of  it« 


Fifthly,  the  winding-up  is  very  dc- 
fcSive,  »  I  have  contrived  no  way  in 
tfic  world  to  marry  lady  Matilda  Deve- 
ttux  and  captain  Harrington-  In  regard 
to  the  lady,  it  was  entirely  my  own  faulty 
being  extremely  partial  to  immarried 
ladies,  and  knowing  fcveral  at  this  time 
who  are  the  moft  amiable  women  in  the 
world. 

As  to  captain  Harrington^  he  declared 
publicly  to  all  the  world  at  the  tourna-. 
menr,  that  Glory  was  his  millrefs.  It 
wouldi  therefore,  ill  have  become  mc 
even  to  have  wiftied  that  a  gallant  foldier 
fliould  forfeit  his  honour  by  foliciting 
the  fair  hand  of  the  faireft  lady  that  ever 
^Kvcd  in  the  fineft  country  in  Europe* 


THE     END. 


r 


